© 0o N oo o M W N Bk

PR
)

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

BOARD MEETING November 06, 2025

ALABAMA FOREVER WILD LAND

1

ALABAVA FOREVER W LD LAND TRUST
BOARD MEETI NG

Novenber 6, 2025

10: 01 a. m

M BARNETT LAWLEY FOREVER W LD FI ELD TRI AL AREA
EVENT CENTER
1132 COUNTY ROAD 73
GREENSBORO, ALABAMA 36744

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

MR. CHRI STOPHER M BLANKENSHI P, Commi ssi oner,
Depart nent of Conservation & Natural Resources

3

ZACH CONLON

JAKE HARPER

THOVAS HARRI S

HEATHER HOWELL

BRI AN KEENER

CHARLI E MARTI N

A M "JAY" NEUNMANN, JR
Rl CK OATES

JI MW PARNELL

MARK M  TUGGLE

352353232335

JOHN VALENTI NE

@ ESQUIRE 800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 0o N oo o M W N Bk

PR
)

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

BOARD

MEETING November 06, 2025

ALABAMA FOREVER WILD LAND 2

VR.
DR.

VS.

DR.
VR.
VR
VR
Fi sh
Cons
VR.
VR
VR
VB.
Di vi
Nat u
VR

VS.

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:

PUBLI C SPEAKERS:

M CKEY CHI LDERS
JAMES McCLI NTOCK
KAREN STANLEY

KAYLA BOYD, Mbbil e Baykeeper

JEREMY DOSS, State Lands D vi sion

ELLI OTT GLASS, Wstervelt Conpany

Bl LL FREEMAN, WIldlife and Freshwat er
eries D vision, Al abama Departnent of
ervation & Natural Resources

JONATHAN GOODE, Farm and For est Brokers
JERRY | NGRAM

BROOKS KNAPP, Ebsco | ndustri es

PATTI McCURDY, Director, State Lands
sion, Al abama Departnent of Conservation &
ral Resources

CHAD SCROGGE NS, Manager, Shel by County

ELI ZABETH SI M5, Freshwat er and Land Tr ust

* * %

@ ESQUIRE 800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o B~ W DN PP

N DD D N NDMNDN P P P PP PP PR R
a b W N B O © 0 N OO0 O M WO N B O

BOARD MEETING

ALABAMA FOREVER WILD LAND

November 06, 2025
3

THE

PROCEED

COWM SSI ONER:

Good nor ni ng.

NGS

Wel cone to the Novenber 6 neeting of the Forever

WIld Board. I'mgoing to call the roll right

qui ck and nake sure we have a -- a quorum
Pl ease indicate you' re present.
Chris Bl ankenship is here.
Zach Conl on?
MR. CONLON: Present.
THE COW SSI ONER: M. Har per?
MR. HARPER  Here.
THE COW SSIONER: M. Harris?
MR HARRIS: Here.
THE COW SSI ONER:  Dr. Howel | ?
DR HOWELL: Here.
THE COWM SSI ONER:  Dr. Keener ?
DR, KEENER:  Here.
THE COMWM SSIONER:  Dr. Martin?
DR MARTIN:  Here.
THE COW SSI ONER:  Dr. Neumann?
DR, NEUMANN: Here.
THE COW SSIONER: M. Qates?
MR OATES: Here.
THE COW SSI ONER: M. Parnel | ?
MR, PARNELL: Here.

Z ESQUIRE ozl o T
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THE COWM SSI ONER: M. Tuggl e?

MR TUGGLE: Here.

THE COW SSIONER:  Dr. Val entine?

DR, VALENTI NE: Here.

THE COW SSI ONER: M. Chi |l ders,
Dr. Mcdintock, and Ms. Stanley.

Al right. W do have a quorum

| would Iike to wel come our new nenber
to the Board. Dr. Sean Powers served his
six-year termon the Board, and we really
appreci ate his service.

And replacing himis Dr. Charlie
Martin, fromthe University of South Al abama, an
assi stant professor of estuarine ecol ogy; so,
Dr. Martin, very -- very good to have you on the
Board. W look forward to serving with you for
-- for six years, hopefully --

DR. MARTIN. Thank you.

THE COW SSIONER: -- on the Board.

This is our brand-new facility at the
Forever WIld Field Trial Area. This is the
first event that we've had here. W' re doing
the ribbon cutting this afternoon at 1 o' cl ock.
Hopeful ly, we finish with the Board neeting by
t hen, and hopefully that you'll hang -- hope you
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wi |l hang around to participate in -- in the
ri bbon cutting.

And | am super excited about this
facility. It has been a long tinme comng. You
can't fully appreciate how nice this is unless
you saw what was here before.

You know, this was the old cattle ranch
and bel onged to the Departnment of Corrections.
And this was the old barracks for the -- for the
cattle ranch. It was a concrete building with
all the paint falling off of it. It was just
about as nasty of a place as you could inagine
that we inherited when we purchased the property
several years ago.

So to be able to bulldoze that down and
build this really nice event center here is --
IS so exciting. And I'mso glad to have all of
you here for it, and | hope that you'll hang
around at 1 o'clock for the ribbon cutting.

| don't think we have any speci al
guests and elected officials here yet. They're
all going to be here for the ribbon cutting,
and -- so | don't have any special guests to
recogni ze, except that ny wife is here.

This is her first Forever Wl d Board
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neeting, and she is a very special guest. So
after eight and a half years of -- after eight
and a half years of being on the -- on the
Forever WIld Board, | finally talked her into
comng to a neeting. So hopefully, she'll enjoy
hersel f.

Now, | would |ike to now recogni ze
Jereny Doss, with the State Lands D vision just
totalk alittle bit about this place and to
wel cone us to the facility here.

MR. DOSS: Kind of to echo what the
Comm ssioner said, it has been a long tine
comng. It has been a lot of work. It is a
dramatically different place than it was.

And we've been waiting for about two
years to really let the public in and show what
the place is all about. This building is going
to be a really special addition to what is the
rest of the property.

We' re thankful you're here froma
departnental standpoint, and State Lands is
really happy to be able to finally cut the
ri bbon on this thing; so thank you-all for being
here today, and there will be nore this

afternoon. Thank you.
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THE COWM SSI ONER:  Thank you, Jereny.
Towards the end of the neeting, | think Patti
will give a nuch better overview of what all
happens here at the Forever Wld Field Trial
Ar ea.

But before we start the public coment,
| did have one piece of business that | want to
make sure | nention: W have sonething that is
called a | egal conpliance audit that is done
every five years for the -- for many of our --
our prograns around the state, the departnent.
But we have a legal conpliance audit for the
Forever Wl d Board recently conpl et ed.

And it was ny kind of exit conference;
it lasted all of one m nute because we -- the
auditors cane and they sat down and they said we
have no findings, everything is 100 percent
perfect, and can you sign this? And | said,
Yes, | can.

So | wanted to Il et you know that the
staff does a fantastic job and -- and that we
had a -- a very clean audit on the | egal
conpliance audit for this year. So we have
another one in five years.

So, with that, we'll start with the
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public comment period. And when | call your
nanme, just cone to the m crophone and say your
name for the court reporter. And just nmake sure
you speak into the m crophone because -- so the
court reporter can get all of the information.

So our first speaker is going to be
Jonat han Goode, on the Little River - East Fork
Addition. That is -- in your book, that is
Tab 4b, page 19.

M5. McCURDY: And, just a remnder to
the Board, |I'mnot positive all your mcs are --
are on; so just be sure you see a green light if
you have a question. And | apol ogize: W just
forgot to doubl e-check that. Thanks.

THE COWMWM SSI ONER:  4b, page 19.

Al right. Go ahead.

MR GOODE: Good norning. | am
Jonat han Goode wi th Farm and Forest Brokers.

Qur conpany is representing this property that
Is before you, the Little R ver - East Fork
Addition. It has been submtted for nom nati on.
We're asking today for our first -- our first
appraisal on it.

It is a very special property. It has

about two mles of river frontage on the East
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Fork of the Little River, and it joins the
exi sting preserve there; so | think this would
be a great fit.

|'ve | ooked at, literally, thousands of
properties. This would be a very special fit
for Forever WIld; so asking for you to consider
a -- afirst appraisal on this property today.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Thank you. Qur next
speaker is Chad Scroggins, on the Cooper Branch
Tract, Tab 3b, page 3. 3b, page 3. And there
Is also a neno, 5c. Tab 5c is the nmeno about
the property, with an update fromthe | ast
nmeet i ng.

| f you give everybody just a second, ny
friend, to find that. Good to see you this
nor ni ng.

MR. SCROGE NS: (Good to see you. Thank
you.

THE COW SSIONER: Al right.

MR, SCROGEANS: Al right. The Cooper
Branch Tract is one that Shel by County is
interested in. It is in the center part of our
county al ong County Road 36, positioned just
south of Cak Mountain State Park and a -- and a

tract that you all own that is the -- the
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Bel cher property.

The Cooper Branch Tract kind of is
situated between the cities of Pel ham and -- and
the city of Chel sea.

Sonet hing that the Comm ssion is
interested in to the point that we woul d be able
to -- if purchased, and if agreed upon by the
Forever Wld Board, if you-all purchase the
property, we would buy the adjacent property
that had a housing unit on it that was not of
interest to the Forever WId Board. But the
County woul d purchase that and put in a
trail head Ii ke we have done at other tracts.

It is positioned in an area of growh.
There is a lot of subdivisions and things still
going on in Shelby County. And I'll talk a
little bit nore on that with a different tract.

But this one is -- is one of interest.
It is one that we have | earned nore about and
done a lot of interest in the last six nonths.
We certainly would wel cone any investnent that
you make into Shel by County. W've -- we've
proven over the years to be partners, as we have
partnered together with you-all on the Cahaba

Ri ver Tract, which is an 1, 800-acre tract.
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Like | said, it is in growng area. W
woul d wel cone the investnent of Forever WId
into the Cooper Branch Tract, if you so
consi der. Thank you.

THE COWM SSI ONER:  Any questions? Al
right. Thank you, sir.

The next speaker is Jerry |Ingram on
t hat same property, the Cooper Branch Tract.

MR. | NGRAM  Appreciate the opportunity
to -- to speak before this group today. | was
asked to | ook at the econom c potential for
expanding the trails at the -- at the park
that -- that was just nentioned by Chad.

And one of the things that | wanted to
do -- | wanted to | ook back at the -- at the
goal s and objectives of the |ong-range plan
of -- of the county, of Shel by County, and make
sure that their long-range plan in terns of what
they want to do with -- with trails in Qak
Mount ai n, was consistent with what the -- the
state woul d want to do.

What | found in -- in doing ny research
Is that several cities and -- and even states
have done economi c inpact studies for their

trails. Even Oxford, Al abama, has had a -- an

2 ESQUIRE

800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o B~ W DN PP

N DD D N NDMNDN P P P PP PP PR R
a b W N B O © 0 N OO0 O M WO N B O

BOARD MEETING November 06, 2025

ALABAMA FOREVER WILD LAND

12

econom ¢ i npact study done, | think, 2012. It
is alittle old study.

But | |ooked at Chattanooga, Tennessee.
| | ooked at a -- a place in Tennessee. Col orado
has done an econom c inpact study, and Nort hwest
Arkansas has -- has done one. And there were
sonme ot her ones out there.

And all the ones | | ooked at -- the
investnent in trails, especially to get

certified by the international group that --

that pronotes the -- that pronotes trail riding
in the world -- if you can get that
certification -- the Silver Ride Center
designation, | should say -- then you' re | ooked

at very favorably all over the world.

I n Arkansas -- up in Northwest
Ar kansas, they have probably a good nodel to
| ook at. They have had international events
there because of their certification.

The Sam Walton fam |y has supported
their effort in Arkansas to expand their trails
for nmountain biking;, so they neet the
certification that is given by the International
Mount ai n Bi ki ng Associ ati on.

| just want to share sone -- sone
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figures with you out of Arkansas. These are
econom c i npact data. | know we're short on
time, but 1'Il get through these.

At Arkansas, when they conducted their
study in 2023, the econom c inpact of getting
their trails up to scale where they net the
certification requirement for the | MBA group
was -- was $159 mllion; just fromtourism
out-of-state dollars -- $59 mllion. And this
Is what | saw t hroughout the research that | had
done.

So if you get the certification from
the international group and, inportantly, market
that, then you're in good shape to realize a
very favorable econom c inpact fromthese
mountain bike -- biking trails.

THE COWM SSI ONER:  Thank you,

M. I ngram

The next speaker is Elizabeth Sins -- |
think that is right -- Elizabeth Sins on the
Si psey River Swanp - Kellytown Addition. That
is Tab 3b, page 6. 3b, page 6.

Al right. Go ahead.

M5. SIMS: Al right. WlIl, thank you

so nmuch for hosting us here in this gorgeous new
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facility.

My nane is Elizabeth Sins; |'"'mwth the
Freshwater Land Trust. |'mhere today to talk
about the Kellytown Addition to the Sipsey River
conpl ex.

This is a great opportunity to add
additional land that will help support the
aquatic diversity and critical habitat in the
Si psey River, and -- and to expand upon the
I nvestnment that the Forever WId Board has
al ready made.

In addition, this thousand-acre tract
wi || provide nuch needed access through road --
addi tional access to existing facilities.

W're really excited that the Board has
voted for first appraisal. And our
understanding is it is available for the next
steps, and we woul d appreci ate | ooking favorably
on that.

|'ve got a few of the owners,
Westervelt. W have Elliott dass here as
anot her speaker, if there are any additi onal
guestions on the property.

But | thank you for the consideration.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Thank you. The next
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speaker is Elliott 3 ass on that sane piece of
property.

MR. GLASS: Yes, yes. | wll just add
to what Liz said; we think this is a great
tract. And I thank you for the consideration,
and thank Liz with the Freshwater Trust for the
nom nati on.

And just here, I'"'ma forester and
bi ol ogi st for the Westervelt Conpany in the
Tonbi gbee region. 1'mjust here if you had any
addi tional questions about the tract.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Thank you, sir.

MR. GLASS: Thank you-all.

THE COW SSI ONER: The next speaker is
M. Brooks Knapp, on the Double Gak Tract,

Tab 4b, page 9. 4b, page 9.

Al right, M. Knapp. Go ahead.

MR. KNAPP: You-all ready? Good
nmor ni ng, Conm ssi oner Bl ankenship and the
Forever WIld Land Trust Board. |'m Brooks
Knapp; | work for Ebsco Industries, the owner of
t he Doubl e Gak Tract.

My role with Ebsco has been overseeing
the lands for the last twenty one and a half

years, the lands and buil di ngs and ot her
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functions for Ebsco.

As many may know, Ebsco has been a
| ong-term hol der of | and, the Double QGak Tract
that is in nomnation. W've owned it since
1988; that is 37 years, a | ong-term owner.

The Ebsco famly consistently | eaned
towards preservation of the natural beauty of
the | ands under their ownership. In that
regard, Shel by County has cone on board and is
al so interested in keeping the Double Oak Tract.

The main thing that -- that | wanted to
tal k about is Shel by County has agreed to
contribute 25 percent of the purchase price for
the land, wite a check to Forever WIld, so --
and, also, from Day One, take care of the
mai nt enance, construction. So | think it is a
huge plus, win-win for everybody.

Chad Scroggins will speak nore on that,
the County manager. But thank you-all for
listening to us and entertaining our nom nation.

Any questions?

THE COW SSI ONER:  Thank you, sir.

MR. KNAPP: Thank you.

THE COMWM SSI ONER: The next speaker is
Chad Scroggins on the -- on that tract, the
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Doubl e Gak Tract.

MR. SCROGE NS: Thank you for the
opportunity to conme back in.

THE COW SSI ONER: Wl cone back.

MR, SCROGEANS: I'll introduce nyself:
| ' m Chad Scroggins, the County manager -- |
failed to do that in the beginning -- the County
manager for Shel by County.

The Doubl e OGak Tract is the Nunmber One
priority for Shelby County. It is the Nunber

One priority that we've had since we've

partnered for -- at the Cahaba Ri ver Park
| ocation, the reason being that -- that it is,
as -- it adjoins a 900-acre park that we already

have cal |l ed Double Gak Park. It would expand it
to 1800 acres.

The pressures from devel opnent are all
around. This tract is not a good tract for
agricultural use; it is not a good tract for

tinber use. It has got a |ot of topography.

But it is -- it is directly between,
right now, the -- the five-mle popul ati on range
fromaround this particular site is -- 52,000

people live within a five-mle radius of it

al r eady.
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The governor instituted the -- the
Hoover Institute study from Sanford University.
And one of the top four things you can do in a
grow ng community is have a place for people to
go out and have outdoor recreation, and that is
what this would be.

From Day One, we could nove the gates.
| f you-all decided to purchase this tract, we
can nove the gates back within 24 hours and have
this park opened because we al ready have two
trail heads established, both of which have
restroons on both sides of the ridge that are
al ready serving -- serving the park that we have
exi sting.

The County Conm ssion voted in April to
put up 25 percent of the purchase price.
What ever that is, we're going to put that
capital up -- up front and cut that check to the
Forever Wld Land Trust and then, also, maintain
it forever, so you wouldn't have to utilize
mai nt enance funds.

We val ue this particular project nore
t han we have any other project that we've cone
up with in -- in 10 or 15 years. You know that

Shel by County is a grow ng county -- about 3,000
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I n popul ation every year -- and this particul ar
site woul d feed the Meadowbrook office park, the
| nverness Center office park, the city --

grow ng cities of Chelsea, the growng cities
that we see with Hoover and in that area.

| can't stress to you how nmuch that we
woul d really appreciate the partnership, the
opportunity to cone al ongside the Forever WId
Land Trust Board and nake this particul ar
project one that is pristine.

And a lot of that that we were already
tal king about with -- with econom c devel opnent
associated with | MBA -- the state parks --
they're acconplishing all that wwth Gak Mountain
State Park. W' ve got a partnership with state
parks that we're about to cut the ribbon on here
i n Decenber.

So this is our Nunber One priority, and
we woul d appreciate your -- your consideration
and the opportunity to join you with this.

Thank you.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Thank you, Chad.

| would like to -- when Chad is
fini shed speaki ng about that and M. |ngram

br ought up about the IMBA Silver designation --
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and so we would like to thank Shel by County for
the work that they're doing in partnership with
us on the state park property and then, also, on
t he adjacent Forever WIld property adjacent to
Cak Mountain State Park, to provide access, to
build trails, to build trail heads.

W had about a -- a little over a
mllion dollars fromInnovate Al abama to build
sone trails and a skills park and the things
that we needed to be able to apply for that | MBA
Silver designation for OGak Mountain State Park
and -- and the surroundi ng area.

And | appreciate you-all's partnership
very much on the -- and the work that you-all
have done with us and for us there. Thank you.

Qur | ast speaker is Dr. Kayla Boyd,
and -- and to talk about oyster planting on the
Forever WIld property.

M5. McCURDY: And Kayla had a handout,
and so Sandy is going to pass that out to the
Board; so just give himone second.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Thank you, sir.

Wiile he is passing that out, that is
the | ast speaker. |Is there anybody that wanted

to nmake a comment or speak that didn't have a
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chance or got here late and didn't get to sign
up? If so, if you'll raise your hand, we'll get
sonebody to get you a green slip. But just want
to give -- give everybody a chance.

Al right. Thank you. Go ahead.

DR BOYD: Geat. Thank you. Hello.
My nane is Dr. Kayla Boyd. | received ny degree
from Auburn University in the School of
Fi sheries, Aquaculture & Aquatic Sciences; and |
spent two and a half of those years at the
Auburn University Shellfish Lab on Dauphin
| sl and, studying oyster nortality and oyster
popul ati ons, nostly farned across Coast al
Al abanma.

| am now wor ki ng for Mobil e Baykeeper
as their oyster project nmanager, where ny job is
to spearhead oyster restoration projects.

|"'m here today to present to you an
oyster restoration plan focusing on restocking
oyster populations in tidal creeks across
Coastal Al abama, using shell and |ive oysters.

This plan was built in coll aboration
with the ADCNR State Lands, ADCNR Mari ne
Resources Division, the Al abanma Departnent of

Public Health, several NGOs, and both the wld
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and farned oyster industry, and follows the
plans laid out in the Al abama Conprehensive
Oyster Restoration Strategy published in 2021

The goal of this project is to plant
over 200 oyster reefs from Bayou La Batre to
Fort Morgan using small vessels in a
nonobstructive or intrusive way.

These reefs will mmc what was
historically found in these areas and are neant
to suppl enment any oyster popul ations that are
currently found there, or used to be found
t here.

This project is centered around the
oyster industry itself. And so oysters will be
used in the project will be purchased or donated
from Al abama oyster farnms. The shell wll cone
fromthe Al abama Coastal Foundation Shell
Recycling Program The | abor will be supplied
by Al abama organi zati ons.

| have been working very hard to make
this an Al abama-driven project for Al abana.

But the goal is to create these reefs
as larval source reefs that wll provide |arvae
to previously planted |inmestone and shell that

have been placed by AW and Mari ne Resources
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Division. And the idea behind it is to
reestablish a robust network of reefs that wll
supply larvae to the surroundi ng | ocati ons and
al so renourish prinme areas to support

bi odi versity, especially along the Forever WIld
tracts. W're targeting to begin planting in
March of 2026.

And 1'1l take any questions that you
have about it. It is a big project -- but it'll|
take us about five years, we believe, to restock
all of these reefs.

THE COM SSIONER:  All right. Thank
you.

DR. BOYD: Cool. Thank you.

THE COM SSI ONER:  The last tinme we got
toget her, we were eating a bunch of oysters.

Too bad we don't have oysters to eat today.

Thank you. That concl udes our public
comrent peri od.

The next order of business is to recess
for executive session. By regulation, appraisal
val ues are confidential during periods of
negoti ation. Accordingly, in order to discuss
tract appraisal values, the Board would need to

go into recess for an executive session.
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|s there a notion for the Board to now
go to recess to attend an executive session?

MR. HARRI' S: So noved.

MR. PARNELL: Second.

THE COWMWM SSI ONER:  Mbotion nade by
M. Harris, seconded by M. Parnell.

As | call your nane, please indicate
whet her you are in favor of going to executive
sessi on.

Chris Bl ankenship -- yes.

THE COWM SSI ONER: M. Conl on?

MR CONLON:  Yes.

THE COW SSI ONER: M. Har per?

MR. HARPER  Yes.

THE COMWM SSIONER: M. Harris?

MR HARRI'S: Yes.

THE COM SSI ONER: Dr. Howel | ?

DR HOWELL: Yes.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Dr. Keener?

DR. KEENER  Yes.

THE COMW SSIONER:  Dr. Martin?

DR. MARTIN:  Yes.

THE COW SSI ONER: Dr. Neumann?

DR. NEUMANN:  Yes.

THE COWM SSIONER M. Qates?
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MR OATES: Yes.

THE COW SSI ONER: M. Parnel | ?

MR. PARNELL: Yeabh.

THE COW SSI ONER: M. Tuggl e?

MR TUGGELE: Yes.

THE COW SSIONER: Dr. Val entine?

DR, VALENTI NE: Yes.

THE COW SSIONER: W are now in
executive session. It is 10:26; we hope to
return in about 20 m nutes.

(A break was taken.)

THE COWM SSIONER:  All right. W are
back from executive session. It is 10:43, and
we are back on the record.

Ms. McCurdy?

M5. McCURDY: Al right. Thanks,

Comm ssioner. And hope you-all can see ne. M
staff is making fun of nme for not being taller
than the podium which they built; so this is --
this is an exanple of the work that ny staff
does.

They had a bucket for ne to stand on,
but I -- actually, it was great because ny -- |
can't read anynore, ny eyes; so, now, everything

is right here.
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Anyway. So | just wanted to go ahead
and acknow edge, yes, | know, |'mbarely taller
than the podi um

So, as usual, | would like to direct
the Board to their Tab 2a. This is the portion
of the neeting that | sort of rem nd the Board
and, also, for the public's information, | wll
go through the properties that the staff is
actively working on trying to get closed because
you previously notioned for us to do so.

So | kind of would just want to run
t hrough where we are and, al so, an update on
financial information.

So the tracts that we are working on
getting to closing, the West Fow River Tract,
Mobil e County -- | will update you: Everything
on that one is done. There were a couple of
the -- there is several -- well, a bunch of
ownership within a famly. There has been a --
a death, and so we're now having to get with the
heirs to confirmtheir authority for that
particul ar | andowner. That one is just right on
t he edge of cl osing.

Beaver dam Swanp, Lowe Addition -- we

had been waiting on the Phase | environnental
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site assessnent. That was fine, but we're
moving on with that; so it should be closed
soon -- and working on the Dugdown Muntain
Corridor, Phase I, C eburne County.

We're al so working on the Davidson
Creek Tract, Coosa County; Dugdown Corri dor,
Phase |1, C eburne County; G aham Bayou,
Bal dwi n County; Turkey Creek Nature Preserve,
both the Bell Addition Tract and the Red Hol | ow
Road Addition Tracts, both of those in Jefferson
County.

Taking all of that into account with
the current cash bal ance, you have roughly 29
mllion to work with. 1'lIl remnd you: For

every purchase, whether it is a purchase or a

donati on such as Beaverdam Swanp, we -- at
the -- have to nove 15 percent of the purchase
price -- the appraised value, into the

stewardshi p account. So that reflects how nuch
noney that you have right now.
Those properties that we're working on

right now, including that 15-percent transfer --

we're working on just -- just over -- over
$19 mllion worth of acquisition and stewardship
noney.
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So you' Il see on the second page, |
al ways gi ve you the past year and the current
year -- fiscal year, which started October 1.

We have not quite had a closing yet; so we're
wor ki ng toward that.

Any questions on that information? All
right. |If not, let nme ask you to | ook at your
Tab 2b.

You have information at the close and
transfer of a fiscal year. | try to give you a
| ook back as to the stewardship fund, what we
had -- what we spent, and then | ooking forward
ki nd of where we are.

So if you wll look at, actually, what
I's your sort of yellow page for 2b, that -- it
| ooks |ike we're going to have about 268, 000
left for the fiscal year; so we had a little bit
of cushion com ng out of the stewardship fund.

Your next page, which is the white page
of your 2b -- this is the current fiscal year
stewardship fund. And we've just gotten
started, but we have the 3 mllion budgeted
authority. And, obviously, we're just getting
ki cked off; so we still have about 2.9 renaining

on t hat.
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|"ve al so provided, for the end of the
fiscal, the net asset value for the stewardship
account, which worked out to be just over 52
mllion.

As always, Tab 2c is a report prepared
by the treasurer. And | want to thank them
again, for the work that they do for us. And
that gives you a little bit nore infornmation as
to the current investnent strategy of the
st ewar dshi p fund.

Any questions on that? Al right.

That is -- concludes our financials
i nformati on update. Conm ssioner, unless you
have sonmething, | wll nove into the review,
Tab 3a.

| want to run through the tracts and
gi ve you, the Board, and the public, an update
on all the tracts that the Board previously
notioned for staff to proceed with obtaining the
second -- excuse ne -- the first appraisal.

So the tracts that are currently
apprai sed, the appraisals we have in hand,

i nclude the Coon Gulf - Craze Bend Addition,
that is Jackson County; Cooper Branch Tract,
Shel by County.
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We did obtain and had back in the
apprai sal for the Dugdown Corridor, C eburne

County Tract. | just learned there has been
a -- a change in the underlying ownership of
that | andowner; so | do not have our wlling

seller letter.

As everyone knows, this programonly
operates with willing sellers; so | currently
don't know that status. W'Ill know nore for the
next mneeting, but | would consider that one on
hold at this tine,.

The Si psey River Swanp, Kellytown
Addi tion, Tuscal oosa County -- | was not able to
secure back in hand the appraisal that was
notioned for the DeSoto State Park, Qakhill Road
Addi ti on.

| wll have that for you for the next
neeting. |t has been initiated, but we did not
have the deed informati on we needed fromthe
| andowner to provide to the appraiser intine to
get all that handled for this neeting.

But those are the tracts that had been
apprai sed, and that is the update on that.

| f there are no questions on the

apprai sed nom nations, we, at this tine al ways
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go to Tab 5¢c. Excuse ne -- 5a in your packet.

| want to provide the Board just a
brief update on the status of various grants or
| everagi ng opportunities that staff has been
wor king on. W are always trying to identify
opportunities to potentially provide grant
fundi ng to support your acquisitions or, sinply,
various grants or opportunities that help fund
our | and managenent activities; so | want to run
t hrough that.

We have benefitted two nom nations that
are currently in the closing process, Dugdown
Mountain Corridor, Phase | and Phase |I1. | want
to thank M. Cates and the Al abana Forestry
Comm ssion: They obtained a US Forest Service
Forest Legacy Program grant that went to support
that acquisition. Forever WIld served as the
requi red state-based natch, the 25 percent
val uation on those two that enabled us to access
the grant funds.

Forestry Comm ssion will -- will
acqui re and own through the grant funds about
roughly 75 percent, and Forever WIld will hold
title to approximately 25 percent through that

grant program
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My other updates really relate nore to
attenpts to help offset -- either add
enhancenent or offset managenent costs. W
still have not received word on the grant that
we are partnering with the Al abama Forestry
Foundati on on. Through the National Fish and
WIldlife Foundation, or NFW, they have a
program for |ong-leaf |andscape grant: That is
the nane of that program

We are hoping to benefit the Coosa WA,
Aut auga WWMA, and Got hard- AWF Yates Lake tracts
t hrough that work; so we -- now, here, we may
get word this nonth. W are unsure.

We've cl osed out now -- | just wanted
to report the last tine you'll see the Little
Ri ver Canyon Hancock- TNC Addition grant that was
al so a NFWF grant through their Southern
Appal achi an fund grant.

And we had used that with a 50/50 match
on stewardship fund to renove a loblolly -- |
can't say that today -- pine stand and then to
transition into short-leaf pine forest inpacted
about or assisted on that 375 acres. So
we're -- we're wapping that up, the educati onal

ki osk. We're the |ast step on that one.
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We continue work and, |'mpleased to
say, got contractor -- a contractor awarded on
t he Mobil e- Tensaw Del ta Perdi do Ri ver Canoe
Trail enhancenents. |[|f you recall, that was
noney that Governor |vey assisted us with
t hrough the GQul f of Mexi co GOMESA funds.

And so we are -- we cane in wthin
budget to place in additional water-based trail
enhancenents and shelters and | andi ngs. Sone of
t hose are on Forever WIld, not all; so we're
continuing working with the contractor and
excited to -- we'll start seeing sone actual
pi ctures of those here soon.

And then we also are working with a
Nat i onal Coastal Wetlands Conservation G ant
that we had received that did support
acqui sition funding for the Bon Secour River
Wet | ands Tract. But we are al so able through
that to have sone additional funds for a
prescri bed burn and habitat managenent and,
al so, installation of about a mle and a quarter
of trail, recreational trail, as well as a
trail head. So we're working on that.

Prescri bed burning is -- is our -- our

next step on that tract.
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So that is just an update of the grant
work. | always do that to just give you an idea
of any tracts. W currently don't have any
tracts on the shortlist or the appraised
nom nation list that are current |everaging
opportunities, but that is why we normally run
through it at this stage.

So, if there are no questions on
grants, | will go ahead and nove to your Tab 4.
This is the portion of the neeting where | run
through the tracts that have -- do have
confirmed willing sellers and that have scored
hi gh enough to reach the shortlist.

As a rem nder, for those who m ght be
new to our process, the constitutional anendnent
form ng the program established that and to be
acquired had to fit within four categories:
recreation -- general recreation, which can
i ncl ude everything; and hunting or,
specifically, additions to our wildlife
managenent areas or our SOAs, the specific
hunting prograns; additions to state parks; and
t hen nature preserve acreage.

Now, I'Ill run through those categories

to explain the scoring process. If any of them
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are acquired, we manage them through a nmultiuse
phi | osophy.
But how they get on the shortlist --
t hey conpete. Each one is scored in each of
those four categories. They're then divided
anongst the northern, central, and southern
districts. The nom nations conpete anbngst
t hensel ves. You have to nmake the top three in
one of those categories to nmake the shortlist.
A lot of these tracts have attri butes,
that nmean they score in nore than one category;
so the nunber of tracts on the shortlist is
always a -- a noving target. But | want to go
t hrough the ones that have made it through that
process and woul d be available for first

appraisal or just any questions that you m ght

have.

As usual, I'mgoing to run through them
fairly quickly. If you have a question, |
probably won't see your hand; so just -- just

speak up, and I wll stop.

So tracts currently on the shortlist --
Bay Log Creek Tract, Dale County.

The Certain Tract - Sunset Cove

Addi tion, Madison County -- that nomnation lies
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within the Blevins Gap Nature Preserve, which is
managed by the Land Trust of North Al abansa.

Dead River Island -- this is Pickens
County. | would note for the Board: As you
wll see, there are currently three parcels that
were provided by the | and owner nom nation. W
are going to engage in discussions with the
| andowner to see if they would be willing to get
down to just the island tract, but that is
avai lable if the Board wants. But we are
engagi ng in those di scussions.

W have the Double Cak Tract, Shel by
County. This is the tract with the offer from
Shel by County to contribute 25 percent toward
t he purchase price and then, thereafter, nmanage
the tract.

Dunnavant Val |l ey Oaks, Jefferson and
Shel by County -- it crosses that |line there.

Fillnore Drive Tract, Mobile County.

FreedomH I |s WWA - Heard Addition,
Col bert County.

Geneva State Forest - Flat Creek
Addition -- | would note: |If you would | ook on
the -- if you notice fromthe map on that one,

that is adjacent to Al abana Forestry
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Comm ssion's Ceneva State Forest.

We've actually been in discussion
bet ween staff, AFC, and ny staff. And we are
| ooking at a potential for, possibly, a swap
opportunity that m ght benefit the overall
managenent; so let us continue those discussion,
and we'll -- we'll conme back to the Board with a
potential suggestion on that one.

Little River - East Fork Addition,

Cher okee County -- this tract does have two
conservati on easenents that cover that acreage.
W have received all those docunents and
reviewed those, and | did so in consultation

wi th our Legal Section.

We feel that they would allow us to
manage the tract, including the habitat
managenent burning, the things that we normally
woul d do to would allow the public to use that.
W are -- have reviewed that again.

| asked for sone clarification fromthe
hol der of the easenent just for confirmation
that what we would do is our nornal managenent
such as the roads, the trail heads, et cetera.
Getting the public on would be doable with that

tract. That discussion could proceed parallel
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with a notion for first appraisal.

| just wanted you to know |I'm going to
be doing a little extra work on that one before
| would actually spend the noney on the first
appraisal. But | don't see an issue, but | just
wanted to |l et you know what was going on with
t hat one.

Ri verton Community Hunting Area, or

CHA, Rose Trail -- Rose Trail Addition, Col bert
County.

And, unless | skipped one, that -- that
IS our -- our current shortlist tracts. Any

question on the shortlist tracts? Ckay.

Comm ssioner, I'mgoing to turn it back
to you for -- for the general discussion period.

THE COMWM SSIONER:  So this is the --
the time of the neeting where -- where we
generally receive notions on either first or
second appr ai sal s.

And I will go slow, and | wll try and
make sure -- for the court reporter's benefit,
make sure | nanme the person who nmakes the notion
and who -- who does the second to help you -- to
hel p you out, so --

M5. McCURDY: And your mcs should be
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on. But, again, just look for a green |ight.
If you don't see a green light, we can hel p you.

THE COMWM SSIONER: Al right. M.
Harris.

MR. HARRI S: Comm ssioner, | would Iike
to nmake a notion for a first appraisal of Double
Gak Mount ai n.

DR. KEENER: I'Ill second that.

THE COW SSI ONER: Who was t he second?
Dr. Keener.

So notion by -- by M. Harris, seconded
by Dr. Keener for a first appraisal on the
Doubl e Gak Tract in Shel by County.

Any di scussi on or questions on that
one? Al right.

Al those in favor, please raise your

hand.

M5. McCURDY: If you-all please keep
t hem up.

Conm ssi oner, we have 11, so that --
we'll nove forward --

THE COWM SSI ONER:  The notion carries.
Al right.

M5. McCURDY: Any other notions or any

guestions?
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MR. HARRI'S: You want another notion?

THE COW SSI ONER:  Yes, sir.

MR. HARRIS: Yeah. | would like to
make a notion to proceed with the second
apprai sal and purchase of Cooper Branch.

DR. HOWNELL: Second.

THE COMWM SSI ONER:  So the notion by
M. Harris -- and is seconded by Dr. Howell for
a second apprai sal and nove to purchase on the
Cooper Branch property in Shel by County. Any
questions or discussion? Al right.

So the notion is for a second apprai sal
to nove to purchase on the Cooper Branch. All
those in favor, please raise your hand.

M5. McCURDY: And pl ease keep them up

for ne.

Comm ssioner, | see seven hands.

THE COMM SSIONER: Al ri ght.

M5. MCURDY: So let nme -- you-all keep
themup. 1'mgoing to doubl e-check on this one;

keep them up.

Seven. W do have seven; so that
fail ed.

THE COW SSI ONER: Motion fails.

M5. McCURDY: And for the benefit of
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t he public who may not have attended before, it
does require -- regardl ess of how many Board
nmenbers we have present, we do need an
affirmati ve vote of nine board nenbers to

make -- take action toward acqui sitions.

THE COMWM SSIONER:  Dr. Martin?

DR. MARTIN. Yeah, | have a quick
guesti on.

You were nentioning the Little R ver -
East Fork Addition. You're still waiting for
sone information on that one?

M5. McCURDY: We have information.

Just we've been through it. W're ready to have
sone additional discussion with the easenent

hol der to confirmwhat -- how we woul d nanage
what our managenent plan would be, and that it
woul d be perm ssi bl e.

As | nentioned, if anyone wants to
motion for a first appraisal, | can do that and
then, if | don't have any concerns, proceed with
the first appraisal. | don't know if that would
hol d anything up, but | do -- wanted you to be
aware that we, along wwth their Legal Section,
do want sone confirmation back fromthe easenent
hol der.
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DR. MARTIN. Ckay. | would nmake a
notion to nove that forward to first appraisal.

THE COM SSIONER: Al right. So
Dr. Martin.

DR VALENTINE: 1'll second that.

THE COW SSIONER: Al right.

Dr. Martin nmakes a notion to -- for first
appraisal on the Little R ver - East Fork
Addi ti on, seconded by Dr. Val entine.

So any other questions or discussion on
t hat one?

Al those in favor of a first appraisal
on the Little River - East Fork Addition, please
rai se your hand.

M5. McCURDY: N ne, Comm ssioner.

THE COMWM SSIONER:  Nine. Al right.
Motion carries.

MR. OATES: Conm ssioner?

THE COW SSI ONER:  Yes, sir, M. --

MR QATES: | would like to --
THE COW SSI ONER: -- M. QOates.
MR QATES: -- nobve for a second

apprai sal and nove to purchase the Sipsey River
Swanp - Kel |l ytown Addition.
DR MARTIN.  Second.
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THE COWMM SSI ONER: Seconded by
Dr. Martin.

Motion by M. Qates, seconded by
Dr. Martin for a second appraisal and nove to
purchase on the Sipsey River Swanp - Kellytown
Addi ti on.

Al right. Any question? discussion?

Al right. Al those in favor, please
rai se your hand.

M5. McCURDY: |'m at eight,
Conmi ssi oner.

THE COW SSI ONER: Motion fails. Al
right. Any other -- any other notions or
general discussion?

Al right. Thank you.

M5. McCURDY: Al right. Comm ssioner,

we will nove in as usual.

M scel | aneous reports -- | would direct
you to your Tab 5b; so we'll kind of run through
anyt hing we haven't -- haven't already
di scussed.

5b. -- 1 wanted to note: This is the

report | give every neeting about tracts that
will roll off of either the shortlist or the

apprai sed nom nation |ist because they have been
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on those lists for an extended period of tine
and -- with no interest or action fromthe
Boar d.

So the only one that we have that wll
roll off is the -- a shortlist nom nation,
Dunnavant Valley OGaks. |f there is a Board
menber that wants that tract to remain, | would
need you to -- to speak up at this point. |If
not, you wll not see it next tine.

Al right. No requests to carry that
one.

| f you would, go to Tab 5d.

As a rem nder, also, we are required
for each tract to establish a managenent pl an
within a year of its acquisition. | try to
bring the plans to the Board one neeting in
advance in case there is any concern or question
that comes up. So they are, generally, fairly
broad, but -- because we want to bring themto
you at this -- we have to bring themto you at
this stage.

We happen to, this tinme, actually have
three acquisitions that need to be approved as
to their managenent plan. As it works out, each

of these tracts were additions in the area of
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ot her tracts, and so we really are not proposing
new plans. W're just recommending nelding in
to existing plans. Excuse ne.

Those tracts are FreedomH | Is WA -
Sutton Hi Il Addition, Col bert County; Red Hlls
- Section 23 Addition, Monroe County; and the

Bon Secour Ri ver Wetlands Addition in Bal dw n

County.

At this time, if there are any
questions, | would be happy to address those.
| f there are no questions, | will need a notion

fromthe Board to approve the managenent pl ans
to those tracts.

MR. CONLON:  So noved.

THE COW SSIONER: Al right.

M. Conlon has nade a -- nmade a notion. Wuld
you mnd just reading the -- reading the notion?

M5. MCURDY: It is at the -- the
bottom a suggested one, obviously.

MR. CONLON: Al right. The Board
approves the State Lands Division in proceedi ng
in the inclusion of the FreedomH Ils WA -
Sutton H Il Addition, Red Hlls - Section 23
Addi tion, and the Bon Secour River Wetl and

Addi tion and exi sting managenent plans as set
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forth in the nenorandum dated Novenber 6, 2025.

THE COMWM SSIONER: Al right. Motion
by M. Conlon -- is there a second?

MR. HARRI S: Second.

THE COWMM SSI ONER:  Seconded by
M. Harris. Al right. Al those in favor, say
aye.

Any opposed? None opposed. Motion
carri es.

M5. McCURDY: All right. Comm ssioner,
at this tinme, if everyone would | ook at Tab 5e.

| want to provide an update on sone of
the forest managenent activities.

As the Board knows, in addition to our
regul ar managenent and nonitoring, we have been
specifically nmonitoring the southern pine beetle
situation. And, again, we want to thank AFC
for -- for their help that they are all always
gi ving us on that.

| want to describe sone actions that --
that we are recommendi ng, and | want to thank --
| have several foresters on ny staff. But Sandy
here has -- has pulled all this informtion
together for nme, and | want to -- | want to

t hank Sandy for that.
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The actions that we are currently
eval uating for potential actions include the
Shel by Park Cahaba Ri ver stands and the Shel by
Par k Cahaba River stands. You'll see two
different tracts. One is -- excuse ne --
stands. One is 228 acres; one is 22 acres.

We're recommending a first thin on the
| arger area and then a final harvest on the
smal | er area.

As an update on itens that were
previ ously di scussed, we have the foll ow ng
tracts -- excuse ne -- stands that are under
contract for the actions.

As a final harvest, the acreage that
you see occurring at Autauga County WVA; Cot hard
AW - Yates Lake WWA; a first thinning at the
Charles D. Kelley Autauga County WVMA; and on the
Red Hills conplex, a portion there, as well,
wi th the second thinning occurring on an
addi tional portion of the Charles D. Kelley
Aut auga WVA.

Again, no real action fromthe Board,
but | do |like to keep you up to date on what we
are seeing and what we are doing, especially

with the southern pine beetle situation.

2 ESQUIRE

800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o B~ W DN PP

N DD D N NDMNDN P P P PP PP PR R
a b W N B O © 0 N OO0 O M WO N B O

BOARD MEETING
ALABAMA FOREVER WILD LAND

November 06, 2025

48

| f anyone has any questions, we're
happy to address those. O if you want to talk
to any of ny foresters one-on-one about those
activities, you know, please just let ne -- |et
me know.

|f no questions on that, if you'll just
take a nonent, Tab 5f. This is really just an
update, no action.

So as the Board may recall, there was a
tract in Jefferson County, the Hale Springs
Tract.

W had had several nenbers of the
Fri ends of Shades Mountain Board of Directors
that had cone to one of our prior neetings.

They have still been engaging in activities with
the City of Hoover, Cty of Birm ngham
Jefferson County, due to the jurisdictions
there, trying to come up wth overall approval
movi ng forward on that tract.

Because of the -- sone shifts in
| eadership due to the recent el ections, the
Friends of Shades Muntain -- they just sinply
asked for ne to put that nom nation on hol d.
They want to finish their work with the Cty of

Hoover and have the new mayor fully infornmed
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before they bring back anything to the Board to
be sure they have |ocal jurisdictions aligned,
as we had requested, and are addressing the
vari ous issues and questions that we had.

So just wanted to Il et you know you're
not seeing that one because they have asked it
to be put on hol d.

| believe they'll be at our -- our
February neeting with additional information and
progress with the | ocal jurisdictions that they
can update you on.

Tab 5g -- | won't go into all the
details, but this is our quarterly.

W have every neeting an update on
where we are conducting the enhanced feral sw ne
mtigation efforts. A twofold strategy is still
bei ng enpl oyed, the purchase of additional
equi prmrent as we need it, and staff tine on the
tracts, as well as the contractor efforts that
we are enploying on a few of the tracts where
that made sense. And that really does give us
sone added capacity that has been very hel pful.

We're encouraged. As you know, it's
al ways an up-and-down adventure, but we have

seen sone i nprovenents in sone areas, and we're
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encour aged.

| want to thank nmy staff that have
continued attention to that, just |like the
sout hern pine beetle. That is just an ongoi ng
battle that we get to -- get to work on.

Tab 5h -- | wanted to review a request
and kind of let the Board know di scussi ons we've
been involved in. And there are discussions --
still additional discussions will need to be
had.

But we were approached by the Bon
Secour Vol unteer Fire Departnent, Bal dw n
County. If you will notice on the map that 1've
attached to your neno, they are looking to
expand their -- their facility there, enhance
their firefighting capacity.

And they would like to both swap sone
acreage, sone adjacent acreage, wth Forever
WIld. But, because of a swap needing to be a
val ue-for-val ue transaction and the anount of
acreage they need to truly inplenent their
design plan, they would Iike to both swap
acreage and purchase sone additional acreage
that is Forever WIld property.

| really -- really just want to gauge
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and get sone feedback fromthe Board. If you're
okay with us continuing to |l ook at that and to
try to work through a swap and purchase sol ution
for the volunteer fire departnent, | wll cone
back to the Board with nore val uation

I nformati on.

But if you have any concerns or do not
want to work with the fire departnment in this
manner, | -- | just kind of need sone feedback
before | get too far down the road and they
I ncur any expenses as we would normally require
for a swap or purchase transaction |ike this,

t he appraisal survey, et cetera.

But | would like sone feedback, if |
could, fromthe Board or any objection fromthe
Boar d.

MR. HARPER  Ms. Patti, I'mall for it.
| mean, the volunteer fire departnents are very
inportant in rural areas. I'mall for it if we
can work it out.

M5. McCURDY: Thank you. Any
opposition from anyone?

Al right. Thank you. W wll proceed
with that.

Anot her request that we have received
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I nvol ves the Big Canoe Creek Tract in St. Cair
County.

The Bi g Canoe Creek Preserve partners
have asked -- asked for approval to construct a

nature playscape, which is, best | could -- |

call it a playground. They have presented their
conceptual drawings -- | guess nore than that,
now, actually: | guess design -- conceptual

desi gn drawi ngs and sone exanpl es through

pi ctures of what they would |ike install ed.
They are currently not asking Forever

WIld for any funding to construct and install

t he playground. They anticipate it is going to

be just over a mllion dollars that will be

necessary. And they are going to pursue

fundraising for that. They did not want to

engage in fundraising efforts if there were any

concerns fromthe Board about an addition of a

pl ayground-type ar ea.

| wll tell you that we will, if the
Board is -- wants us to continue those
di scussions, | will be going beyond the -- the

nonprofit group to the Gty to be sure that the
City and the County are on Board.

And, al so, we woul d need a substanti al
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MOU, including indemity and insurance
provisions, et cetera, et cetera. Al of

that -- again, | wll work on and cone back to
t he Board.

But before | do that, simlar to the
| ast proposal, | wanted to gauge the Board's
approval for the installation of a playground at
Big Canoe Creek. Qur staff is fine with the
| ocation; we've |ooked at the location. It is
just a different type of activity; so |I'mcom ng
to you for feedback and direction.

MR, PARNELL: Questi on.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Yes, sir.

M5. McCURDY: Yes, sir.

MR. PARNELL: Talk to ne about -- as |
read this, it says the Gty of Springville is
willing to help with this.

Do you feel like they will sign the
docunent saying they wll maintain it |ong-ternf

M5. McCURDY: Let ne not overstate the
current -- there is an overlap of -- one of the
nmenbers of the -- the partners group al so works
for the City of Springville. But |I do not have
t he answer.

VWhat |'mtelling you is | would not
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nove -- want to nove forward w thout that type
of agreenent. But, again, before we tie up the

Cty's tinme, their |awers, our |awers, et

cetera, | wanted to be sure you-all were okay
wth the end result. And | wll cone back to
the Board --

MR, PARNELL: What about the GCty's
agreement? | think it would be worthwhile.

M5. McCURDY: Any additional feedback
or questions?

MR. HARPER | have a questi on.

M5. McCURDY: Yes, sir.

MR. HARPER  Have we done this type of
t hi ng before?

M5. McCURDY: W have. For exanple, we
operate our Dothan Tract in cooperation with the
Cty of Dothan. They cane with a proposal for
a -- a dog park.

Simlarly there, we brought that to the
Board; the Board was okay with that. But we
al so have an MU and a contract with -- with
Dot han for their managenent, their
responsibility long term as well as the
covering of the liability.

So that is the -- | think, the nost --
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the closest. W don't really have anything of
this scal e quite anywhere.

MR. HARPER  Thank you.

M5. McCURDY: Al right. Wll, with
that, we'll continue those discussions. And
"Il report back as to the Gty's wllingness to
sort of stand behind that venture; so |
appreci ate that feedback.

Tab 5j, really, is one of those good
news updates | wanted to |let the Board know.

Qur Col dwater Muntain conplex in -- in
Cal houn County -- and Conmm ssioner probably wll
even state nore about it, but we were excited
that recently -- there was a recent event called
the Lifetinme Col dwater Muwuntain Trail Bi ke and
Run Race; so they had a |lot going on at the sane
tinme,

But they actually provided us sone
econom c inpact information. And it was just
Interesting to hear that they had 631
participants that cane from 27 states and,
actually, two countries. And the best they
could tell, about 70 percent of the participants
were fromout of state.

They cal cul ated the visitation for the
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event at probably about 1,500 people, and the
econom c i npact of that one event, 1.3 mllion.

So that information is -- was provided
to us by Tom Nel son, who is with the Northeast
Al abama Bi cycl e Associ ati on.

They gave us sone nice pictures and
just an update on the partnerships there. That
tract is really becom ng nationally recogni zed
as a -- a biking destination; so it's good news.
| wanted to pass it al ong.

Comm ssi oner anything el se you want to
add?

THE COMWM SSI ONER:  Oh, you know | do.

M5. McCURDY:  Uh- huh

THE COM SSIONER:  That is one of ny --
my favorite properties that we have, and the
wor k that goes on up there at Col dwat er
Mountain -- very simlar to what we were talking
about in Shel by County with Gak Mountain State
Park. W are working to also have the Col dwat er
Mountain facility recognized as an | MBA Sil ver
site.

So we would Iike to have two of those
in Al abama, one in Shel by County with Qak

Mountain and the other tracts, and then the one
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at -- at Coldwater Muntain in the Anniston
ar ea.

We've simlarly spent about -- about a
mllion dollars fromInnovate Al abama funds at
Col dwat er Mountain, with the folks in -- in that

part of the -- part of the world to build |ong

trails.

The City of Oxford has invested their
own noney to build a -- a skills park or punp
track.

The Gty of Anniston has al so
contri buted noney to that.

And our hope is that we'll be able to
have two | MBA Silver designated sites in
Al abama, hopefully by the end of next year.

And so | appreciate the work that
they' ve done in partnership with our -- with our
staff at Col dwater Mountai n.

And it sure is good to see these
econom ¢ nunbers to see what -- what that neans

to the cities in Anniston and Oxford and Heflin

and the other areas that -- that are surrounding
the Col dwater Mountain tract. It really has
turned into a -- a nountain bi ke destination,

and | think it is only going to get better
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there, so --

M5. McCURDY: And | think they're
treating it simlar to alnost, |ike, a Robert
Trent Jones, hopping fromone property to
another. So I would tell you to go check it
out, but I don't know. Don't hurt yourself, is
all | got to say. It is quite the -- it is
quite the trail.

So, Commi ssioner, | wanted to -- if
there are no ot her questions or other business
at this juncture, | was just going to nove
into -- since we are here at the M Barnett
Law ey Forever WId Field Trial Area, | wanted
to just take a mnute and give an overvi ew.

| struggled mghtily -- as ny Chief of
Enforcenent, Jereny Doss, told ne, there is
really no way to put on paper what all goes on
here. He is correct; so |I'mabout to turn the
m cr ophone over to himto let himtry.

But | do want to note: | -- 1 included
a couple of things in your packet. And one just
Is -- actually, it is just a text, but it is
ki nd of funny.

The Fl ori da Panhandl e Poi nti ng Breed

Club, an out-of-state club that cones here,
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| oves the property. They were preparing for
their upcom ng event here, and the

regi stration and everything went wild off the
charts with interest. It kind of stunned them
and stunned us.

But, you know, the text included, you
know, It is nuts, as a quote, of how popular it
Is and that, as a quote, Everybody wants to cone
to Bama.

But, anyway, it just notes -- | just
t hought it was funny. It just shows you kind of
real time amazenent.

W also had a -- you have a thank you
note from students from Tuskegee University, who
canme here.

And we have Bill Freeman wth our --
the Departnent's WIldlife and Freshwat er
Fisheries Division. And I want to take a nonent
to just thank the WIldlife and Freshwat er
Fi sheries Division for their partnership on all
these tracts, and working with us and all ow ng
Bill Freeman to -- to spend sone tine. And |'I|
let himtell you about the programthat he runs.

But, then, | included just a very

sinple map to kind of get you oriented and,
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al so, to give you an idea of which areas of the
property are used for what activity.

And then -- at our August neeting, we
have activity reports; so | just included that
again as a refresher.

But with that exceedingly brief
i ntroduction, let ne -- I'"'magoing to ask Jereny,
who serves as ny chief of enforcenent -- and a
plug to all of his staff: Every blade of grass
you see here is loved by them and taken care of
by them whether it is a prescribed --
prescribed fire efforts.

Managing this tract for the multiple
users is a daunting task. It would be very easy
to manage it just for sporting dog events or
just for youth hunting or just for physically
di sabl ed hunting or the bird trail events. But
t hey manage this property for all of that, while
al so inproving just the land itself and all
the -- the grassland managenent that goes on,

t he natural grass.

So, anyway, |I'mgoing to let Jereny
tal k about it and let Bill speak to you. And
then "Il close us out on that topic. And

you' re al nost done.
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But, Jereny, if you'll cone up.

MR, DOSS: Again, | want to tell
you-all the story, kind of.

About two years ago, the Comm ssioner,
Ms. McCurdy, and nyself nmet in the building that
t he Conm ssi oner described in the begi nning of
the neeting on sone other matters. But while we
had hi m here, he asked nme about my vision for
this place and the State Lands's vision for this
pl ace, departnentally.

And | told him | said, | would |ove
for this place to be the best field trial area
in the Southeast, if not the nation.

And very quickly and very sinply, he
| ooked at ne and said, Wiat do you need?

And | said, W need an event center.
And here we are.

So there has been a trenmendous anount
of interest outside -- nationwide right nowin
the field trial area. Last year and the year
before, we started to see the begi nnings of
t hat .

Fromny listening to the various field
trial groups, we're sitting on a precipice of a

real special thing here.
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And we want to thank the Board for
allowing us to do the things that we need to do
here to nake that happen. It is going to be a
gi ant inpact to G eensboro and Denopolis and
Hal e County econom cally; so thank you all for
t hat .

Today, we would like to -- you know,
anybody that is interested in going and seeing
t he grounds, nyself and ny staff would love to
be able to do that for you so that you can kind
of see just a little bit of the various actions
that have to take pl ace.

Ms. McCurdy nentioned the conplicated
-- the fact that it is conplicated to manage
these many different things at one tine here.
We could very easily nake this the best youth
hunting area in -- in the state; we could very
easily make this the best field trial area in
the state. But when you mx all the things
together, it gets kind of conplicated.

The renovati on work goes beyond the
event center. W have taken the property, as a
whol e, and really | ooked at it strategically,
and we are very proud of the things that are

happeni ng.
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| can't say that, though, w thout
recogni zing the staff that has been a part of
that. Two of the people that |'mgoing to
mention live local. The rest of themtravel
here to help us take care of the things that we
do, and they spend tinme away fromtheir
famlies. They're one of the nost selfless
groups of people that | know.

And so I'mgoing to ask themto stand:
Joe Worthen, Mandis Hll, Scotty Hamrerl ee,

Vi nce Robinson, Mttt Hunt, Trent Danley, Mark
Brasher, Brandon Hunnicutt, Tyler Roberts, Tom
Ki ng, David Hopper, Giff Johnson.

Jacques Hol li ngs has hel ped us a good
bit. And where's Sandy? Sandy Harris. These
are the guys that help nmake this --

(Appl ause.)

MR. DOSS: And none of us are experts
at what we're doing. But when we put all our
heads together, we get a pretty good plan going.
So thank you to them

Again, we want you to see the native
grass -- the native prairie grass restoration
areas that we have, and we want you to see the

field trial areas that we have. W want you to
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see the roadwork that we've done.

Yout h duck hunts have been phenonenal
here. The youth deer hunts are -- are really
sitting on a precipice of sonething great.

We're still running a hundred percent
saf e success rate for at |east the past two and
a half years here, and we're pretty proud of
t hat, too.

The youth gets to cone here, and get a
real chance to see sone things that you may not
get to see anywhere else in the state of Al abana
in a one-day hunt; so we're very proud of this
pl ace.

There is a lot of things that happen
here, including a collegiate educati onal
program |'ve worked closely with Bill Freeman
on this, but he is the real |ead and the power
behi nd that, and investing with sonme of the
| ocal colleges. And | say local: | nean the
state. That is our |ocal group.

And I'mgoing to |l et himcone up and
have a few mnutes to tell you-all about sone of
the work that he has done, too. Bill?

THE COW SSI ONER:  Thanks, Jereny.

MR. FREEMAN:. Good afternoon. |'mBill
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Freeman with the Wldlife and Freshwater
Fi sheri es Divi sion.

| kind of head up a canpus conservation
program And the goal of that programis to get
col |l ege kids and grade school and el enentary
kids interested in the outdoors.

So |'ve been fortunate enough to
partner with Ms. Patti, State Lands D vision, on
maki ng t hose thi ngs happen and cone true.

It is inportant because outdoor
recreation -- certain aspects of it are
declining, such as hunting and fishing, and have
been for the last 20 years. But we're noticing
changes in nmountain biking, |ike we heard today,
the land acquisitions. People are different --
or are focusing on different activities and
sports and outdoors.

So these facilities give ne the
opportunity to introduce people to these new
construction projects. And, as Jereny
nmentioned, the waterfow ing out here at the
state cattle ranch, which we take advantage of.

Every year, we do three hunts here with
col |l eges from across Al abanms.

The Wehl e Center is another place that
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| use six or seven tines a year for multi-day
events such as hunts and field days, aquatic
education events. So we're just real excited.

As of right now, we are in over 19
coll eges in Al abama. Those include four-year
institutions, junior colleges. W are in 15 or
20 grade schools and el enentary school s.

So through |l ectures and presentations
and hands-on projects, the certifications, this
| ast physical year we've been in contact with
over 6,000 students.

So these facilities are a great big
part. | appreciate getting to be a part of
this, and | just appreciate everything you guys
do on finding property and letting us use it
here to introduce people to the great outdoors
of Al abama. Thank you.

THE COW SSI ONER: Thanks, Bill. Thank
you for what you're doing, trying to get nore
and nore people into the outdoors.

And, really, when -- when you go to
these events that Bill puts on, you see the --
the college kids, but really all the different
peopl e that are involved in our either adult

ment or hunting program or the other -- other
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prograns that they run.

It is pretty good to see themthere --
are so excited to see themget to shoot their
first deer or even catch a fish for the first
time. These are adult people that have never
really done that. They do a great job; so
appreci ate that work.

M5. McCURDY: Thanks. And | just want
to -- and, yeah, |let Jereny thank everybody on
my staff.

But | just want to reiterate that and
tell you-all just the little things |I ask, Wll,
hey, what are we going to do about a podi unf

Ch, Mandis is already buil ding one.

cone out, | have chairs. The fencing that you
see, the -- the barns, you know, the stalls, the
paddocks -- I'musing the wong word -- it is

amazi ng what they do, putting in hookups for --
you know, el ectrical hookups for the -- the
trailers and the canpers for the fol ks
attending, just -- just a lot that goes on,
and -- for this facility.

And | know it is -- we have our
neeting, and we have the ribbon cutting, but I

want to thank Jacques and, al so, ny assistant
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director, Doug Deaton, in addition to Jereny and
his crew, and all the ideas that -- we had a | ot
of invoices noving. And | want to thank
everybody admnistratively and in the field.

The woodwork you see -- that was wth,
you know, the help of ny staff. That was an
extra touch that was added. So | just want to

thank them Everything that you see is, really,

their heart, and | -- | can't thank them enough.
But | guess I'Il stop, but I just
wanted to -- wanted to doubl e down on that.
MR. HARPER Ms. Patti?
M5. McCURDY: Yes, sir.
MR. HARPER |'ve got one question for

Jereny.

|s there any native birds on the tract?
| know field trial, and you're sure you' ve got
to have a |l ot of pen-raised birds to keep the
cycle going. But is there any effort being made
to preserve native birds of any here?

MR. DOSS. So we do have sone. W are
growi ng that popul ation hopefully.

But a lot of the work that you see, a
| ot of the habitat manipulation that you see

today -- it is going to be headed towards trying
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to create sone habitat to sustain the native
bi rds.

THE COW SSI ONER: And the one thing |
do want to -- you know, just, again, you're
sitting in the event center. This is where
we're neeting today.

But, really, the renovations here --
we' || hopefully take -- have a chance to ride
with sonme of our officers and ride around the
property and see, you know, the barn was
expanded, the new paddock.

Putting restroons in the field trial
areas -- you know, they may be, you know, pit
toilets or, you know, they're -- but they are --
were much needed. We didn't have any facilities
out there. There is 4,000 acres and, you know,
that was one of the concerns that people had on
the -- with the field trials, not having
restroomfacilities out in the field trial; so
we' ve been able to add those.

The fencing along 35, H ghway 35, out
there | ooks fantastic, the entrance gate, paving
the roads; so it -- it was a trenendous anount
of renovations that were done here.

And, since it is the Forever WIld

2 ESQUIRE

800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o B~ W DN PP

N DD D N NDMNDN P P P PP PP PR R
a b W N B O © 0 N OO0 O M WO N B O

BOARD MEETING
ALABAMA FOREVER WILD LAND

November 06, 2025

70

Board, | do also want to nmake sure and poi nt out
that no Forever Wld dollars were spent on this
event center here. This was all done with --

we' ve got sone appropriation fromthe general
fund; we had sone noney from | nnovate Al abana
that went into this and then Departnent funds to
do this work out here.

So just wanted to make sure that was
clear. | didn't want you-all thinking we're
spending all of the State's Forever WId noney
bui |l di ng sonething. That was done with -- with
ot her funds.

The field trial area here is probably
the best in the Southeast, if not the best in
the nation, for the field trials. And we needed
an event center; we needed a facility that is
commensurate with that so that we can host these
regi onal and national events. It is sonething
we can all be proud of here.

And | think that Patti and the -- the
staff have really acconplished that in what --
what they've done, not just with the event
center but the rest of the infrastructure here
at the Forever Wld Field Trial Area.

And | can't -- can't wait to open this
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up and -- and hear what all the groups that have
been com ng out here for years and naki ng do
with the facilities that we had, howit is -- |
want to hear the feedback fromthem how -- how
they're going to be excited to have this and --
and, really, draw in sone of those national
events.

And it is going to a big deal for Hale
County and Marengo County and -- and the
surroundi ng ar eas.

M5. McCURDY: And, yeah, please do just
grab any of the staff. They're all ready to
take you anywhere, anything particular you want
to see.

And, as the Conmm ssioner said, the
structures are in partnership with State Lands.
That is acreage the State -- the State Lands

Division owns, simlar to our Wehle facility,

So -- anyway. But it takes all of it to nmake
this work.

So, | guess, Conm ssioner, that -- as
far as our m scel |l aneous business, | think we
have -- | think we've hit everything, unless

there are any questions or any requests fromthe

Board for anyt hi ng.
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THE COW SSI ONER:  So t he next order of
busi ness i s approval of the mnutes fromthe
August 7th nmeeting. That is Tab 6 in your -- in
your book.

|s there a notion to --

MR. HARRI' S: So noved.

MR. HARPER  Seconded.

THE COM SSIONER:  All right. Motion
by M. Harris, seconded --

MR. HARPER  Har per.

THE COW SSIONER: -- by M. Har per.

Al'l those in favor of approval of the m nutes,
say aye. Any opposed or any corrections? All
right. Mbdtion carries.

And then our -- our next neeting wll
be in -- on February the 5th. And it will be in
the Montgonery area because we al ways have t hat
first neeting of the year in Montgonery, wth
the legislature in session. And so we | ook
forward to -- to that.

And then our May neeting will be in the
Mobi | e area since that coincides with two
| arge -- two of our nmenbers have events in
Mobi |l e area on the sane day that we have the

Forever WIld neeting; so we've decided to host
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the neeting this year in Mbile so they could
attend. They could do both; so, Dr. Val entine,
you' re wel cone.

So if there is no other business, I'll
make a -- entertain a notion to adjourn.

UNI DENTI FI ED BOARD MEMBER: So noved.

THE COMWM SSIONER: Al right. Al
those in favor, say aye. W are adjourned.

(Hearing adjourned at 11:40 a.m CST.)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABAMNA )
JEFFERSON COUNTY )

| hereby certify that the above and
f or egoi ng proceedi ng was taken down by ne in
st enotype, and the coll oquy thereto were reduced
to conputer print under ny supervision, and that
the foregoing represents a true and correct
transcri pt of the proceedi ngs given by said
parti es upon said heari ng.

| further certify that I am neither of
counsel nor of kin to the parties to the action,
nor aml in anywise interested in the result of
sai d cause.

Ixﬁ’ the 18t h day of Novenber, 2025.
/7)( 77 /// //)

/ s/ Jason Kobi el us

Jason Kobi el us, Comm ssi oner

(My conmi ssion expires Septenber 8, 2026)

RPR #990854 - Expires Decenber 31, 2025

Al abama CCR #668 - Expires Septenber 30, 2026
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