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CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  We'Il go ahead

and get started with the neeting. | wll wait
to call the roll and establish a quorum when our
other -- other board nenbers arrive. W've got
a few things -- housekeepi ng-type things,
announcenents and things we can do before that,
and go ahead and begin the public comrent
peri od.

As the conm ssioner of the Depart nent
of Conservation and Natural Resources and the

chai rman of the Forever WIld Land Trust Board,

|"mexcited to be here this nmorning in -- in
Ful tondale. | did not knowthis nice facility
existed. | appreciate the Gty of Fultondale in

allowng us to use this facility. And to neet
here is extrenely convenient, right off the
Interstate and easy to get to. Hopefully, it's
not just for -- only for our board nmenbers but
for the public as well. Appreciate the --
appreciate the Gty of Fultondale and the event
center for making this possible.

| do want to take just a second as we

begin this neeting to recognize the work of Jo
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1 Lews. Jo retired yesterday fromthe Departm;ﬁe4
2 of Conservation and Natural Resources. At the

3 tinme, she worked out -- she was not able to be

4 here today, but Jo did a good job for the tine

5 that |'ve been conm ssioner in helping wwth the
6 Forever WI1d program and nmanagi ng all of the

7 maps and the information that you get in your

8 packets, working with that over the years, and |
9 appreci ate her service to the State Lands

10 Division and to the Forever WId Board.

11 Wll, we'll hopefully get her at the --
12 another -- a neeting in the future where she can
13 attend, but | did want to publicly acknow edge
14 her work and thank her for the -- for the job

15 that she's done and | ook forward to the staff

16 and everybody keeping all that goi ng seanl essly.
17 So thanks to all of the State Lands staff for

18 the work that they do on the Forever WIld

19  program

20 Also, we'd like to recognize Wldlife
21 and Freshwater Fisheries' Chuck Sykes who is

22 noving to a new position June 1st to be the

23 executive director of the counsel on hunting and
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. Page5
shooting sports. |Is that --

MR, SYKES: Cdose. July -- July 1.

CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P: July 1 -- w |
be taking a position there doing a | ot of good
work that we've done in Al abama. He'll be
translating that to sone of the work nationally,
and | appreciate Chuck's service.

During the tinme that Chuck has been the
Wldlife and Freshwater Fisheries' director over
the last 12 years -- which is hard to believe
that it has been that long -- many of you on the
Board were not here when Chuck started his
tenure as the Wldlife and Freshwater Fisheries'
director. Chuck cane with a |lot of new ideas
and ways that we could partner the Forever WId
Board with the WIldlife and Freshwater Fisheries
and sone of the federal funding that they get,
and they've really done sone things that | think
are cutting-edge here in Al abama and things that
are trying to be used now nationally. One of
those is establishing the Special Opportunity
Areas, the SOAs, for hunting, partnering with

the Forever WIld Board on using the Forever WId
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1 as 25 percent match to access 75 percent fedef§F6
2 funds, which has drastically increased the

3 anmount of acreage that we've been able to

4 acquire through this programat a nuch | ower

5 cost to the Forever WIld program That -- that
6 has been fantastic.

7 And then nost recently, Chuck and his

8 staff explored the idea of using Forever WIld

9 | and that has al ready been purchased as nmatch

10 for additional property. And as you'll recall a
11 few nonths ago, we did that at the Barbour

12 WlIldlife Managenent Area where we added property
13 to the WWA t hrough the Forever Wld programwth
14 no additional cost to Forever Wld. Paid for

15 that 100 percent, didn't rob us of federal

16 dollars. That is -- just been great.

17 Those are just a couple of exanples of
18 Chuck's work, and I will mss you. | appreciate
19 what you' ve done, and you're going to have big
20 shoes to fill in the Wldlife and Freshwat er

21 Fisheries Division. And | thank you for your

22 t hi nki ng outside the box and bringi ng sone

23 private sector thought into governnent and
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1 aski ng sone questions that nobody had asked reee
2 before and -- why can't we do this, why can't we
3 do it that way. And | think the answers to

4  those questions have been very beneficial not

5 only to the Forever WIld program but for the

6 citizens of Alabama and the wldlife of Al abana.
7 So thank you very nmuch for -- for your
8 work, and I wish you the best in your next --

9 next field of service, so thank you.

10 So at this tinme, we'll start with the
11 regular neeting. | will call the roll, and if
12 -- as you're here, please indicate so to make
13 sure that we have a quorum Chris Bl ankenship
14 Is here. M. Childers.

15 MR, CHI LDERS: Here.

16 CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Zach Conl on.

17 MR, CONLON: Here.

18 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: M. Har per.

19 MR HARPER  Here.

20 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: M. Harri s.

21 MR. HARRI' S: Here.

22 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: Dr. Howel I .

23 DR, HOWELL: Here.
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1 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Dr. Keener.

2 DR, KEENER  Here.

3 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Dr. Mcd i nt ock.
4 DR. MCCLI NTOCK:  Here.

5 CHAl RMVAN BLANKENSHI P: M. Parnel | .

6 MR, PARNELL: Here.

7 CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Ms. Stanl ey.

8 (No response.)

9 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P: M. Tuggl e.

10 (No response.)

11 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Dr. Neunann.

12 (No response.)

13 CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: M. Cates.

14 (No response.)

15 CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Dr. Powers.

16 (No response.)

17 CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Dr. Val enti ne.
18 (No response.)

19 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  We do have ni ne.
20 W do have a quorum Again, thank the Gty of
21 Ful tondale for allowng us to use this facility.
22 This has been a -- except for a little bit of
23 traffic comng north and south through
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1 Birm ngham it sure is easy to get here off tﬁgﬁg
2 interstate, so | appreciate their use of the

3 facility as we are trying to -- to find

4 different places to neet, but then to have it in
5 -- in a place that is convenient for everyone.

6 | will go ahead and begin the -- a

7 public comment period. As a rem nder, you have
8 three mnutes to speak on these different

9 things, and for the Board nenbers, | wll -- as
10 we call the speaker to |let you know what page

11 that is in the book so you can find that as they
12 speak and be able to | ook at those.

13 Qur first speaker is Peggy Sanford

14 Quinn on the Hales Spring Tract, Tab 4B, Page

15 21, 4B, Page 21. And if you'll give everybody
16 just a second to -- to find that.

17 M5. QUINN:  Ckay.

18 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Al'l right,

19 ma'am Go ahead. Thank you.

20 M5. QUINN: Good norning.

21 CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Can -- can you
22 -- it's alittle hard to hear you with the tin
23 roof and the rain, so if everybody can keep
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] Page 10
close to the m crophone and speak so the court

reporter can hear, that'd be great. Thank you.

M5. QUNN Al right. Do -- do you

hear nme?
CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  (Nods head.)
M5. QU NN Okay. | am Peggy Sanford
Quinn. | ama nenber of the Friends of Shades

Mount ai n nonprofit organi zation. W nom nated a
year ago the Hales Spring Tract on the side of
Shades Mountain, and | really just wanted to

cone today just to assure you that the Friends

are still working diligently. W are very nuch
still pursuing, you know, the possibility that
the -- that Forever WIld would purchase this

tract and preserve it.

We have tried to answer questions and
acconplish sone things that Forever Wl d had
told us, you know, were considerations that
woul d need to be satisfied. W have had sone
strong progress we feel. W have net with
engi neering and planning staff of Hoover,
Jefferson County, and Bi rm ngham and have cone

away really sonetines surprised at the positive
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Page 11
response that we've gotten.

O course, everything at this point is
conceptual, but we have had those neetings and
are waiting for Ken Gines with the Gty of
Hoover, the city plan -- administrator to
organi ze a neeting of the three governnents, and
we expect that soon, hopefully -- maybe even
t hi s nonth.

Sone of the positive things that have
conme out of those neetings are information from
Jefferson County that the land that is adjacent
to this nountainside tract down in Shades
Valley -- which is several hundred acres -- it
I s undevel oped and the County currently has no
pl ans, they said, of developing that, so it
woul d be mai ntained as a green space, which
woul d be wonderful because then, instead of just
the 18 to 20 acres on the side of the nountain,
you know, there would be a | ot nore green space
i n the valley.

The county people we tal ked to have no
probl ens what soever permtting trails that, you

know, would allow us to cone fromthe crest to
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1 the creek, you know, down the nountain by th;h%ﬂz
2 historic springs. Parking, as we know, is a big
3 Issue in this -- the old landfill down there.

4  They acknow edge that one of the accepted uses

5 of an old landfill would be parking, so that

6 opens the possibility that there could be

7 parking at the bottomas well as at the top.

8 W were very fortunate to have a couple
9 of licensed | andscape architects, one of whom
10 | i ves on Shades Crest Road on the crest of the
11 nmountain just a few mles west of this Hales

12 Spring site -- have drawn up sone |ovely plans
13 that -- for parking up on the crest side. There
14 would be -- the proposal right now, there would
15 be two small places for parking that woul d just
16 be pull in, pull out kind of parking. One would
17 be at the west corner of the property, which

18 would be adjacent to the ol d hanburger

19 restaurant that is still vacant and still serves
20 as kind of the de facto | ookout where people

21 gat her al nost every night that there's a nice

22 sunset to watch that.

23 The other few spaces would be on | and
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-- oh, | thought I was -- on land that -- that

the Friends of Shades Muntain owns adjacent to
the Hales Spring Tract, possibly a few spaces
there. W talked to Jefferson County who, of
course, controls access al ong Shades Crest Road.
We've tal ked to them about everything from
services to parking to needing a curb. In other

wor ds, we discussed a | ot of things.

And since |"mout of time, |I'Il just
say, you know, we -- we are very nuch pursuing
it. I'mglad to answer any questions that you

m ght have.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you,
am

M5. QUI NN Ckay.

CHAl RVMAN BLANKENSHI P: | will say that
| did neet wwth M. Gines on Mnday.

M5. QU NN. Ch, did you?

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: W were actual ly
at a -- areview for the new bass headquarters
I n Hoover and spoke about this for a few
m nutes, and we're going to follow up. Thank

you very nuch.
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1 M5. QU NN. OCh, wonderful. Thank y;ﬁgam
2 That's information | did not have.

3 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  The next speaker
4 Is Leslie Gahagan on the G aham Bayou Tract, 3B
5 Page 6, 3B, Page 6. Good to see you, Leslie. |
6 didn't see you when | cane in.

7 M5. GAHAGAN: Good nor ni ng.

8 MR. CHI LDERS: Good norni ng.

9 M5. GAHAGAN: So |I'm Leslie Gahagan

10 wth the Gty of Foley. |[|I'mthe natural

11 resources director there, and I run G aham Creek
12 Nat ure Preserve. W're a 650-acre nature

13 preserve in Foley, and this tract is on the east
14 side of our -- our nature preserve. It sits

15 about 125 acres including Gaham Creek that runs
16 through it.

17 Qur park currently brings in around

18 100, 000 visitors annually. W are continuing to
19 grow. We draw themfor the ecotourismwth the
20 pitcher plant bogs. Qur educational prograns

21 are currently runni ng about 5,000 people

22 annual |y, and our sports tourismis draw ng

23 national and international crowds.
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1 This tract would be a bonus for us t%@ew
2 add to the preserve to -- under nmnanagenent.

3 W' ve been managi ng Graham Creek for over 15

4 years wth fire. W've encouraged nore plant

5 growth as well as animal habitat, and we woul d

6 | ove to get this tract to -- to add to that.

7 The city has commtted to fundi ng any

8 managenent activities and public access points

9 if it is acquired by Forever Wld. So wth

10 that, you know, | just wanted to show our

11 support.

12 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you. Any
13 guestions?

14 (No response.)

15 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you,

16 Leslie. The next speaker is Jerry Joe |Ingram on
17 t he Cooper Branch Tract, 3B, Page 4, 3B, Page 4.
18 M5. MCCURDY: And, Conm ssioner, while
19 Jerry's comng up fromthe Board, two things:
20 One, you have a -- a green -- a green folder Tab
21 5H that has a map. The map that Noah is passing
22 out to you is just an additional map that Jerry
23 brought today that shows sone of the trails that
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1 had been cut in just kind of for -- not pers&ﬁgﬁm
2 use -- but cut in by the | andowner. So

3 that's -- that map you just got, sinply, is an

4 additional visual of the trails. So use the map
5 in 5H for -- overall.

6 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you. Al

7 right, Jerry Joe. Good to see you this norning.
8 MR. | NGRAM  Good norni ng, Conm ssi oner
9 and Board nenbers. Thank y'all for letting ne
10 cone this norning. | didn't realize that early
11 on, but | knew the owner's son was a bi g bi ke

12 ent husi ast, and these trails are trails that he
13 and sone friends have devel oped on this place.
14 You know, | -- you know, |'ve wal ked t hese

15 trails. You can definitely tell they're -- you
16 can tell where the trails are, but I'mnot a

17 bi ke enthusiast. I'ma little bit too fat to be
18 riding a nountain bike around, but | know Chad
19 and t he devel opnent they've done, they were -- |
20 mean, you know, these trails may not be

21 sui table, you know, for -- you know -- use right
22 now, but they are there. It does show t hat

23 there is probably a potential use in that
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1 direction. | think the sons -- the owner's s%%ﬁ17
2 he had conpetitions out there. He had his

3 friends that would cone out there and they would
4 conpete and stuff like that, so they had -- |

5 don't know if you call it a race or a neet. |

6 don't know what they call it in bike racing, but
7 sonething like that, but -- but | think that's
8 anot her, you know, possible nmaybe use for the

9 property, you know, for sonething like that.

10 | didn't know, you know, if y'all had
11 any ot her questions on that property as well.

12 MR. CH LDERS: |[|'ve got a question.

13 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: M. Chil ders,

14 yes, Ssir.

15 MR. | NGRAM  Ckay.

16 MR. CHI LDERS: Wat about the water

17 tank and the cabin on the property?

18 MR INCRAM O course, the water tank
19 Is -- | believe, is the Gty of Pel ham s.

20 MR. CH LDERS:. Onh, is that --

21 DR. MCCLINTOCK: |Is that allotted to
22 the city?

23 MR | NGRAM  Yeah.
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MR. CHI LDERS: It's there? It's there?

MR. | NGRAM Yeah. It's there, yeah.
And sonebody probably goes up there at | east
once a week, I"'msure, to check sanples of water

MR. CHI LDERS: \What about the cabin?
Is it livable or what?

MR INGRAM [It's a very nice cabin,
and | know with Forever WIld's kind of charter,
really don't |ike buying, you know, naintaining
properties. The owner is -- is agreeable to cut
that parcel out. There's a way to -- to cut
out, you know, even a 40-acre --

M5. MCCURDY: And -- and for the Board,
that -- that is the map that -- not that you
just got, but the map that was in your green
folder, the 5Hmap. |If you'll pull that out of
your green folder, that will show -- and this
just kind of came to light so I"'msorry you're
just getting it, but we have had ongoing
di scussions with the owner who did have concern
about the structure -- very nice actually -- but

not sonething we could utilize and certainly did
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1 not want the maintenance or a public safety rage i
2 aspect of that. But the owner -- |andowner --

3 and I'll let Jerry speak on behalf of the

4 | andowner but -- has offered to cut out along

5 the edge while giving us fee sinple ownership of
6 the access road sinply requesting an easenent

7 access back.

8 So, Jerry, did | say all that

9 correctly?

10 MR. INGRAM You said it better than I
11 could, so...

12 Yeah, the owner -- you know, as | can
13 see, it inpacts, you know, it's not a big inpact
14 on the property. W think it's right around 40
15 acres if you took that out. You know, we'd have
16 mnimal inpact, | think, on the rest of the use
17 of the property, so --

18 M5. MCCURDY: And -- and I'll go ahead
19 and say this now so we don't have to cover it in
20 m scel | aneous and knock it out, but the staff
21 has done an evaluation to confirm access is
22 still what we expected, and we still do have the
23 portion where we were |ooking at froma terrain
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1 perspective of putting in sone additional rage0
2 parking and so the access conponent -- so it's

3 fine on that.

4 So | appreciate the | andowner's

5 wllingness to work on that.

6 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Al'l right.

7 Thank you. Thank you, Jerry. The next speaker
8 is Mchael Sinon on the --

9 MR. | NGRAM Ch, one thing real quick
10 wth Jo retiring and Chuck over here,

11 Comm ssioner. | know that's going to be a tough
12 job to try to fill those boots. But both of

13 these fol ks are very professional in what they
14 do, and | know they'll be hard to replace, so |
15 don't envy you a bit trying to find their

16 repl acenent.

17 MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you. Thank you
18 for saying so. The next speaker is M chael

19 Simon on the sane property.

20 MR. SIMON:  Thank you, Board nenbers.
21 |"'m M chael Sinmon. [|'ma resident of the

22 Qakl and Hi |l s nei ghbor hood whi ch happens to be
23 adj acent to the Cooper Branch Tract. | was at
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1 your neeting in Montgonery as the Econom c rages
2 Devel opnent Director for the Gty of Pel ham and
3 as a resident speaking on behalf of the Gty at
4 that tinme. And today |I'mhere just as a

5 resident wanting to just ask that you strongly
6 consider this type of -- of a proposition. |

7 think it's a -- wll be a great asset within

8 Shel by County and certainly within the Gty of
9 Pel hami s boundari es.

10 It's a -- it's a beautiful tract. 1've
11 happened to have the opportunity to go with

12 Jerry through it. The two ridges and the views
13 are just amazing, and its proximty to Cak

14 Mountain State Park, | think, is another -- and
15 all the other stuff that the County has done

16 wth their park system | think this nmakes

17 anot her great asset for -- for that area, so

18 t hank you for your consideration. Thank you.
19 MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you, sir. The
20 next speaker is M. Brooks --
21 MR. HARPER  That cabin -- nmaybe you
22 can answer -- the cabin, in reference, is it a
23 full-time residence? They want to take that
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1 cabin and 40 acres out as a full-tine reside;?g?z
2 M5. MCCURDY: |'mgoing to let Jerry

3 confirmfor nme, but | believe there is no |onger
4 anyone residing there. | think they noved.

5 Jerry, would you cone help ne?

6 MR. | NGRAM Yeah, yeah. Nobody -- the
7 owner's son was living there. The owner bought
8 that piece of property, so nobody |ives there

9 right now, and this is totally off the grid.

10 He's got solar panels. He's got a cistern

11 system where he gets the rain water off the

12 house and all that. | think you can see |ike
13 five counties fromup there. |It's a pretty

14 phenonenal view. But, yeah, nobody -- nobody
15 | ives there right now.

16 MR. HARPER So if they retained that,
17 it wouldn't be a conflict if we purchased the
18 place with themon -- interfering with any of

19 our activities?

20 MR INGRAM | -- | don't -- | don't

21 think it woul d.

22 M5. MCCURDY: No. And our main

23 concern, again, was securing the access which
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1 t he | andowner has agreed to. |It's really no%lge23

2 different than, you know, any other property

3 where we happen to, you know -- obviously, we're

4 al ways adj acent to sonebody, so, no, we don't

5 see it as any -- as any issue.

6 MR. I NGRAM And by cutting out that --

7 that | ong skinny piece back to the road, you

8 know, | andowners -- and | do this every day --

9 sonet hi ng about | andowners, if you're goi ng down
10 the edge of the road, they're okay with it. But
11 when you go through the mddle of their place,
12 that's when they just have a stigma that
13 soneone's riding through ny place.

14 So this will actually be on the road

15 that -- that Forever Wld would retain fee

16 si npl e ownership, and they woul d just use that
17 -- the edge of the property just to get access
18 back -- that was the reason we cut that out so
19 we wouldn't have anybody really driving through
20 your land, you know, so to speak.

21 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Al'l right.

22 Thank you. The next speaker's M. Brooks now on
23 t he Doubl e Gak Tract, 4B, Page 11, 4B, Page 11.
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1 M5. MCCURDY: And sorry, ne again. F$gf4
2 al so have a green fol der tabbed 5K

3 MR. KNAPP: And |'m Brooks Knapp. |'m
4 with EBSCO I ndustries. W're the owner of the

5 Doubl e CGak Tract that's being nom nated. |

6 appreci ate the comm ssioner and the Forever Wld
7 Land Trust Board allowing us to nomnate this

8 tract -- okay. Allowing us -- yeah -- can y'all
9 hear nme now?

10 CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Yes, sir.

11 MR. KNAPP: Okay. And | appreciate

12 every -- all of y'all allowng us to nom nate

13 this tract. As you have got on your stuff in

14 front of you, the tract is located in North

15 Shel by County. |It's the foothills of the

16  Appal achian Mountains, and it -- it's right next
17 to the Shel by -- existing Shel by County park

18 that's about 800 and -- | don't know -- 40 acres
19 or so.

20 Your opportunities to the public is

21 that the tract could i medi ately be open since
22 it's right next to the park that exists right

23 now wth trails, restroons, parking; so day 1,
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1 take the gate down and just start using it. rages
2 So that -- we appreciate y'all |ooking
3 at it. I'mgoing to Il et Chad Scroggi ns speak

4 nore to the financial side of it so, Chad.

5 MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you, sir. The
6 next -- the next speaker on that sane property
7 I's Chad Scroggins with the -- Shel by County.

8 MR. SCROGGE NS: Thank you all for the
9 opportunity to be here to speak on this

10 property. The Double OCak Tract is a very

11 | nportant property to Shel by County. W have a
12 | ong history working with Forever WIld Land

13 Trust Board. And wth our Cahaba River Park

14 property, of which y'all own about 1,400 acres
15 and we own 400 acres, this would be a

16 simlar-type situation. W have a little over
17 800 acres right now that has about 20 m | es of
18 hi ki ng and nountain bike trails on our Double
19 Cak Park. This property is directly adjacent to
20 that.
21 Literally, we have put up sone yell ow
22 steel gates that separate sone of the existing
23 old logging road -- or, really, Jeep roads.
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1 They weren't |ogging roads because all of th;h%QG
2 tinber is really old gromh tinber. W would be
3 able to actually start this day 1, just renove

4 t hose gates and set up the new property

5 boundar i es.

6 We al ready have parking lots in place

7 and restroons in place, but the Shel by County

8 Commi ssion, while we have a | ot of different

9 properties in Shel by County that you're

10 consi dering and have considered over tine, this
11 one is really one of the nost inportant ones

12 that we've ever really run up on. W would even
13 say that the property next to it would likely be
14 the next nost inportant and then the next nost
15 | nportant.

16 It -- there's a lot of available |and
17 here to preserve, but it's so inportant to the
18 Shel by County Conm ssion that on Monday ni ght,
19 t he Shel by County Conm ssion actually passed a
20 resolution that they woul d pay 25 percent of the
21 total purchase price. Should you elect to do
22 so, they would pay the Forever WId Land Trust
23 Board 25 percent of the total purchase price to
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1 help facilitate the purchase and the growth o?me27
2 this particul ar area.

3 It is a unique property there at the

4 end of the foothills of the Appal achi an

5 Mountains. W are extrenely excited just about
6 the opportunity to discuss it with you and,

7 hopeful | y, your consideration on this. Thank

8 you very nuch.

9 MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Any questions?

10 (No response.)

11 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you, Chad.
12 That's very nice of Shel by County to offer that.
13 The next speaker is Chad Hof fman on the
14  sane property: Double OGak Tract.

15 MR. HOFFMAN: Good norning. |'mjust
16 here to speak in support of the Doubl e CGak

17 Tract. M office is conveniently | ocated just
18 at the bottomof the valley just belowthis

19 ridge top that's being proposed. | see the

20 existing trails being used daily wth nountain
21 bi kers, hikers, people wal king their dogs,

22 taki ng kids out to play.

23 The ridge top and the existing trails
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that are up there are uniquely accessible from

both sides of the valley, so you can access them

fromH ghway 41 and from H ghway 43.

It's -- one part that's al ways been
Interesting to nme is that you can see the -- the
econom c -- or the devel opnent pressure com ng
fromboth sides of the valley. |If you are on

the ridge top, you can see devel opnents and

nei ghbor hoods being built wthin the valley and
so that only, you know, kind of bolsters even
nore the need to protect this ridge top and the
val uabl e habitat that exists there.

More so, on both sides of the vall ey,
on the H ghway 41 side, you have the Cahaba
Vall ey Creek. On the Hi ghway 43 side, you have
Bear Creek. Both are tributaries to Yell ow eaf
Creek which is a major tributary to the Coosa
River, and is a strategic habitat unit.

So the entire Yell ow eaf Creek
wat ershed is known to be hone to sone rare and
endanger ed speci es whet her that be nussels or
small fish. And so this -- this property, |

t hi nk, would be a perfect opportunity to bol ster
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1 the recreation that is already readily availapt?lgee:29
2 I n Shel by County as well as protects sone --

3 sone vul nerabl e habitat. Thank you.

4 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: Any questions?

5 (No response.)

6 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you, sir.
7  The next speaker is Steve Northcutt on the Red

8 Hol | ow Road Addition to Turkey Creek Nature

9 Preserve, 3B, Page 8, 3B, Page 8. Red Holl ow
10 Road.

11 MR, NORTHCUTT: Hey. (Good norning.

12 |''m Steve Northcutt with Nature Conservancy, and
13 this tract is part of the -- potentially, part
14 of Turkey Creek Nature Preserve. |'Ill nention
15 that a few years back the Forever Wl d Board

16 voted to acquire this property, nmade an offer,
17 and the famly was unhappy wth the purchase

18 pri ce and unhappy when you have a lot of -- wth
19 the property. And so a few years went by, the
20 famly went to court, and they decided to have a
21 j udge deci de what was a proper price and put it
22 on the market, and a Realtor had it, and we were
23 contacted by the Jefferson County G eenways
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1 folks. They said, "Can you help buy this rages?
2 property before it gets purchased by a

3 devel opnent or just gets purchased and is not

4 potentially part of the Nature Creek -- the

5 Turkey Creek Nature Preserve?" So we stepped

6 in. W acquired the property in hopes that this
7 would be part of the ownership of Forever WId.
8 Now, Turkey Creek is a really

9 I nteresting, centrally-located property. Turkey
10 Creek itself harbors, | think, at |east three

11 federally endangered species of darter. There's
12 al so intact natural forest that protect the

13 watershed. There's plenty of hiking trails and
14 nountain bike trails, but to have it expand to
15 i nclude these acres -- and I'lIl also nention |
16 believe there's an 80-acre tract, the Bell

17 Tract, that was -- had a first apprai sal done.
18 If you |l ook at the connectivity of all these,

19 you would have a really nice area of protected
20 | and and adj acent recreational opportunities for
21 the citizens. People go there and hi ke and

22 bi ke, and, actually, it's just a very scenic and
23 qui et place for people to have picnics, so you
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1 got anywhere froma famly wth kids where tﬁ?%ﬁl
2 can play in the creek and enjoy getting away

3 fromthe hustle and bustle of central Al abama

4 and Bi rm ngham

5 So we acquired the property. | believe
6 a first appraisal has been received, and we're

7 hopi ng today the Board wll consider both this

8 and the Bell Tract for second appraisal and

9 purchase. And, you know, |I'mglad to answer any
10 guestions, if anyone has any.

11 MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Any questions?

12 (No response.)

13 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: | do. Is the

14 Nat ure Conservancy involved in the Bell Tract or
15 just in the --

16 MR. NORTHCUTT: No. | just didn't know
17 I f anyone in here was going to speak in favor of
18 it because | -- | think it's a great addition,
19 and | just thought I'd try to give that a thunbs
20 up too.
21 MR. BLANKENSHI P: Al right. Thank
22 you, Steve. The next speaker's M. Pat Byi ngton
23 on the -- just speaking on the Forever WId
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1 pr ogram
2 Pat, | appreciate the articles that
3 you've witten, positive articles about the
4 program |t's always good when you have a
5 positive -- positive articles that cone out.
6 Thank you for your work on highlighting the
7 program and for your involvenent in that. o
8 ahead, sir.
9 MR. BYI NGTON: Yeah. |[|'ve got several
10 hats. One -- one hat is | ama reporter. |
11 write for Bham Now, which is a | ocal publication
12 here -- digital publication in Birm ngham and
13 for The Bama Buzz, which is a statew de version.
14 And -- but I'mhere, actually, as an individual
15 to talk about this -- even though |I've got a | ot
16 to wite about for this neeting especially for
17 Bi r m ngham
18 | was one year -- | was -- | served on
19 t he Board of Forever WIld back in 1994, and for
20 six years, and | was actually a part of creating
21 Forever Wld. | was a part of that group, that
22 I ncredi bl e novenent that happened before 1992
23 when Governor Hunt brought us all together, and
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1 we all worked on bringing Forever WIld to th;h%ﬁ3
2 bal |l ot as a constitutional anendnent.

3 And | can't tell you how i nportant

4 Forever WIld has been to this state, and that's
5 why | wanted to talk to y'all today just to

6 rem nd you of that, especially here in Jefferson
7 County and in the Birm nghamnetro area. Just

8 down the road you have Turkey Creek which is

9 pretty nuch the nost used nature preserve in

10 this region. Over a hundred thousand people

11 visit it a year, but it is also hone to one of
12 the rarest fish in the world.

13 W' ve al so expanded -- Forever WId has
14 -- Ruffner Mountain, to nake it |arger than

15 Central Park. W also did big creek -- Big

16 Canoe Creek, another preserve out in Shel by

17 County. Al of these things: public, private

18 part nershi ps, incredible things. Gak Muntain
19 expansion, just -- y'all did a couple years ago,
20 the Ireland WIldlife Managenent Area which is in
21 Shel by and Bi bb County, and, of course, what
22 you've heard today is the Cahaba R ver, Shel by
23 County Park. And when | tal k about | everaging,
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1 you just heard about it today -- working mﬁtrrmﬁ34
2 the County Comm ssion, working with private

3 fol ks to make these wonderful projects happen.

4 When | was a part of Forever W1l d back
5 in 1991, | could never have dreanmed this is what
6 we woul d' ve acconplished, and it's incredible.

7 And so | just want you to know you've inpacted
8 so many lives and -- and just how inportant all
9 of this is, and today | know you have sever al

10 agenda itens in which you're going to do nore to
11 hel p everyone here in our comunity, and |

12 deeply appreciate it. As a former conm ssioner,
13 | deeply appreciate the work you do. Thank you.
14 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you, Pat.
15 Very nice. Before | call up the next speaker,
16 y'all may have gotten sone correspondence over
17 the | ast week or so about sone reorgani zation
18 that we've done within the Departnent of

19 Conservation, so I'mgoing to put in context

20 what we've done in the departnent.

21 We have a lot -- you know, over 1,100
22 enpl oyees, and we're always | ooking to be as

23 efficient as possible and to organi ze our

www.huseby.com Huseby Global Litigation 800-333-2082


http://www.huseby.com

FOREVER WILD BOARD MEETING
Transcript of Proceedings on 05/01/2025

1 structure in the departnent in the best way t?%ﬁ35
2 serves the citizens and the resources of

3 Alabama. In an effort to further those -- those
4 | deal s, we recently reorgani zed our two

5 di fferent divisions and our departnent had

6 overl apping responsibilities on the nongane-type
7 work that we do in the departnent. You know,

8 not deer, turkey, or fish or -- but on the --

9 t he nongane, so we have reorganized that into a
10 nongane section of the Departnent of

11 Conservati on.

12 And to really nmake that a nmuch nore

13 robust organi zati on where we have bi ol ogi sts

14 that do different things that over -- that can
15 cross-train and overlap and really do a nuch

16 better job, | think, providing for the resources
17 of our state on the nongane side. That's, you
18 know, things |ike bats, sal amanders, turtles,

19 birds, that aren't raptors -- you know, birds
20 that aren't hunted, you know, not ducks and
21 doves, but the other types of waterfow or -- or
22 the types of birds. And then, you know, plants,
23 I nsects, many other species that fall under our
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1 purview but that are not part of our general ragese
2 wldlife or fishing section.

3 And so we have this new group that --

4 where we' ve conbi ned these biol ogists, and so

5 that is a reorganization that's recently been

6 done. Those -- those changes will take place,

7 you know, very -- very soon. Nobody's | ost

8 their job or been denoted or -- it's actually a
9 very -- | think, a very good thing for the

10 citizens and resources of Al abama that we

11 efficiently operate our organi zation.

12 So, with that, the next speaker's

13 M. Patrick Thonpson, who is going to speak on
14 ADCNR s reorgani zation. M. Thonpson.

15 MR. THOWPSON: Thank you all for having
16 nme here today, and |'m here today as a concer ned
17 citizen and a small business owner and a

18 | ong-tinme volunteer with state parks. But |I'm
19 -- I"'mhere to gain understandi ng on how the
20 experts of the Natural Heritage Section
21 bi ol ogi sts will be utilized in the
22 reor gani zati on of ADCNR
23 And | worry about how t he program
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1 reorgani zation will affect Al abama's conm'tmaPr?tge:37
2 to its natural resources. And ny concern is

3 that wthout trained biologists and field

4 experts within the section, the scientific

5 foundati on that gui des conservation deci sions

6 and ai ds numerous stakehol ders could be | ost.

7 Section 1A of Anmendnent 543 states that
8 it's a policy of the state to "Protect, nanage,
9 and enhance certain |ands and waters of Al abama
10 wth full recognition that this generation is a
11 trustee of the environnent for succeeding

12 generations.” And | recognize that it doesn't
13 state dozens of different plant species and

14 hundreds of plant species that have great

15 conservation needs. It's a constant chall enge
16 to continue to achieve the constitutional and
17 ecol ogi cal intent behind the establishnent of

18 the Forever WId Land Trust.

19 But the Natural Heritage Section is

20 | ong served with the critical biological data
21 repository and anal ytical engi ne behi nd Forever
22 WIld s efforts supporting the |Iand acquisitions,
23 deci si ons, species nonitoring, and conservation
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1 planning. So to alleviate ny concern, | am ragess
2 specifically seeking clarification on a few

3 poi nt s.

4 First, how many trained botanists do

5 you expect to enploy in the reorganization? [|'m
6 pl eased to hear that the reorganization wll

7 expand the passings for all the nongane speci es.
8 And in a state with, you know, about 6, 300

9 species -- or 4,300 approximately of plants, you
10 would expect a significant nunber of positions
11 to be dedicated to that botanical inventory

12 al one and in order to do the good work on the

13 300, 000 Forever WId acres and nore than 400, 000
14 addi tional acres.

15 So, second, | would like to know who we
16 shoul d contact for things that are currently

17 bei ng handl ed through the state botanists, |ike
18 access to the state herbarium plant project

19 permtting on state | ands, and inquiries about
20 grant applications to access funds through the
21 Section 6 of the Endangered Species Act after

22 July 1st.

23 And |'mal so curious how the
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1 reorgani zation will affect the allocation of ?%ﬁfg
2 funds currently paying the salaries of those

3 Heritage Section Biologists. And so wll they

4 remain with Forever Wld or will they possibly

5 be redirected as hard noney to the Natural

6 Herit age Progranf

7 And thank you for your efforts and tine
8 spent on this Board. |It's greatly appreciated.
9 And if any of these decisions have not been

10 finalized, then it's ny strong suggestion that
11 the expectation to know these 4, 350 pl ant

12 speci es not be placed under biol ogists and not
13 be spread across |l arge groups, but to put the

14 burden of Al abama botany on desi gnated botani sts
15 and nake every effort to retain and utilize the
16 exi sting expertise already within the Natural

17 Heritage Section and the Natural Heritage

18 Program Thank you.

19 MR, BLANKENSHI P:  To answer your
20 guestion of who to talk to, you are wel cone to
21 make an appoi ntnent with nme and cone speak to ne
22 with your questions at any tine. W can find a
23 time that works for both of us. Thank you.
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1 MR. THOMPSON:  Thank you. rage®d
2 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  The next speaker
3 Is M. Bob Barsch -- Borsch -- on the Kinberly
4 Tract. It's not -- it's a nomnation that is

5 not yet on the short |ist.

6 M5. MCCURDY: And | would just ask if

7 you would spell your nanme so the court reporter
8 can be sure she's got it right. And just talk
9 into the m crophone.

10 MR. BARSCH. Bob and Barsch -- Barsch
11 Is German for "perch." B-AAR S CGH

12 Well, M. Chairman and nenbers,

13 basically, this is a Kinberly Tract, and it is
14 Jefferson County | and according to ny nmap, and
15 it is just north of Gardendal e here between

16 Hi ghway 31 right here behind us and H ghway 65.
17 And it's very available in that regard
18 and access to many thousands of people, and the
19 east boundary is Turkey Creek, and there's about
200 two mles or nore until it runs into the Locust
21 Fork and then that's the northbound at the
22 Locust Fork. The westbound woul d be Hi ghway 65,
23 soit's right here where we are and | would
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1 suggest that a vision for this area would be %?&M
2 great educational value for schools in the | ocal
3 area and its access and its relative w | dness.

4 And there are all the animals that you would go
5 up -- you have to travel many mles -- well, go
6 up into the Bankhead Forest to find there: deer,
7 turkey, a wide variety of fish in both streans.
8 Devel opnment m ght consi der having a

9 trail go in a circular fashion and then feeder
10 trails going off to both streans. Also, it's
11 possible to put a | anding there, and then you
12 could go up the Church Street at WIlians and
13 put in your kayak or your canoe, float, fish,

14 canp, and then pull out right here just north of
15 -- of where we are.

16 So there's trenmendous access there.

17 The wildlife is highly varied, and there are a
18 great nunber of species of fish, and | go there
19 and fish just to observe. And right now the

20 azal eas are in bloomand the fish are biting and
21 you can catch -- not big fish but you can catch,
22 you know, spotted bass that approach a pound.

23 Lots of sun fish of about four or five different
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1 species, and |'ve seen beaver and otter therepage‘42
2 and pretty -- and had three gobblers cone in,

3 you know, while | was fishing and it was j ust

4 beautiful, great experience. And | travel ed

5 20 m nutes from Warri or.

6 I mean, think of all the school

7 systens. | nean, you could nonitor big ganes

8 and as well as nongane plant life. A bunch of

9 It's been cut over several tines, owned by

10 Jefferson County. They do have a shooting range
11 there. There m ght have to be sone inprovenents
12 made in that. Maybe they'I|l give it to us.

13 Anyway, that's ny idea.

14 MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you, sir. Look
15 forward to nmaybe that one being on our short

16 list in the future. That's all the public

17 comment. Now, we'll npbve into executive session
18 to discuss the appraisal value. And by

19 regul ation, appraisal values are confidenti al
20 during periods of negotiation.
21 Accordingly, in order to discuss tract
22 apprai sal values, the Board will need to go into
23 recess for an executive session. |[|s there a
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1 notion for the Board to now go into executivePage‘43
2 sessi on?

3 MR. CHI LDERS: We'll nove.

4 DR. HOWELL: We'Ill nove.

5 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Moved by

6 M. Childers. |Is there a second?

7 MR. HARPER  Second.

8 CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Seconded by

9 M. Harper. As | call your nane, please state
10 your position on the notion to recess. Those in
11 favor, please say "yes" or "aye," and all

12 opposed, say "no."

13 Chri s Bl ankenshi p, yes.

14 M. Childers?

15 MR. CHI LDERS:. Yes.

16 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P: M. Conl on?

17 MR. CONLON: Yes.

18 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: M. Har per?

19 MR. HARPER  Yes.
20 CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: M. Harris?
21 MR HARRIS. Yes.
22 CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Dr. Howel | ?
23 DR. HOWELL: Yes.
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Page 44

1 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Dr. Keener?

2 DR. KEENER  Yes.

3 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Dr. Mcd i ntock?
4 DR. MCCLI NTOCK:  Yes.

5 CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P: M. Parnel | ?

6 MR, PARNELL: Yes.

7 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P: N ne

8 affirmative. W are now in executive session.

9 It is 10:46. We hope to return in approximtely
10 20 m nut es.

11 M5. MCCURDY: W are back from

12 executive session. It is 11:10. W are back in
13 regul ar session. Let ne find ny agenda. Before
14 we start the regular part of the neeting,

15 Director Sykes wanted to take just a m nute and
16 speak with the Board. Go ahead, sir.

17 MR. SYKES: Thank you, Conm ssioner,

18 and for the kind words starting the neeting. |
19 just wanted to give a thank you to the Board for
20 the work that y'all have done in ny tenure.
21 As the comm ssioner said earlier, we
22 tried sone new things that hadn't been done. |
23 think we -- we've worked out very well on all of

www.huseby.com Huseby Global Litigation 800-333-2082


http://www.huseby.com

FOREVER WILD BOARD MEETING
Transcript of Proceedings on 05/01/2025

1 them and | do want to thank Patti and her stZ??%
2 and the rest of the Wldlife and Freshwater
3 Fi sheries staff. Wthout their hard work and
4 dedication to this, it wouldn't have been
5 possi ble. You only cone up with ideas, you've
6 got to have people that put theminto play.
7 So it's been a pleasure and thank y'all
8 for what you do. | think we | ooked the other
9 day, we've added about 50,000 acres since |
10 started working wwth the Forever W d Board.
11 That's sonmething that we should all be proud of
12 for the outdoor recreational users of the state:
13 hunters, fishernen, trappers, hikers, bikers,
14 you nane it. It was for everybody, and that
15 doesn't even take into account the natural
16 resources that's -- that we help protect and
17 preserve and -- and provide a good habitat for,
18 SO -- it's been sonething that | had no idea
19 that | would be doing when | took this job, and
20 it's been a pleasure over the years to see how
21 much we've acconplished, so thank y'all very
22 much.
23 MS. MCCURDY: Al right. Well, while
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we're tal king about sone transitions, | did want

to al so thank Chuck and how nmuch |'ve enjoyed
working wiwth him but, also, as we nentioned, Jo
Lewi s has retired. She will return for a
neeting, but she has been so very hel pful as all
of you know, and | wanted to introduce Ashley
Peters on ny staff who has had the joy of
finding out how much fun it is to work with
Patti when the packet needs to be put together
and get out. So | appreciate that Ashley's
still -- still here. Thank you, Ashley.

So, anyway -- but thanks to all ny
staff and all our division staff. It really is
a conplete departnent effort, and, you know,
Forever WIld doesn't really have any enpl oyees,
so this is all of our staff that's doing the
wor k, so thanks to everybody.

Al right. So we're going to do our
usual run through of financial information to
start. For the Board, if you will turn to Tab
2A, and that wll be the one in your green
folder. It's always slightly updated from when

I"'mable to initially send you the packet
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1 information. So what |1'd like to do, as aImA§§?47
2 '"'mgoing to run through the tracts that are

3 currently in sonme phase of the closing process.
4 And those tracts are West Fowl River, Mbile

5 County; Davidson Creek Tract, Coosa County;

6 Dugdown Mountain Corridor, C eburne County --

7 now, and, again, that's the tract that we're

8 working with the Al abama Forestry Comm ssion on,
9 the federal US Forest Service grants that they
10 had, and so we're working on that one at a 75/25
11 split between AFC and Forever W] d.

12 We al so have the Freedom Hi |l | s WA,

13 Sugar Canp Addition, Col bert County. Taking

14 into account all of those tracts that we're

15 working on getting across the finish line, the
16 remai ning -- sorry -- unencunbered bal ance is

17  over $34,000,000. That's how nuch you have

18 avai l able for action if you choose to take

19 action.

20 | also want to take a mnute to update
21 you on sone of the other tracts this fiscal year
22 that either we have gotten cl osed or ended up
23 bei ng declined by the | andowner. W tried --
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1 you notioned for acquisition, but we were notpage‘48
2 able to close, solet nme -- let nme run through

3 those for this fiscal year. W have the Bon

4 Secour River Wetlands Addition, that one's

5 cl osed; FreedomH Ils WWA, Sutton H Il Addition
6 has cl osed; Morgan Hol | ow ended up being

7 declined by the andower. Red Hills Section 23
8 has cl osed, and the Upper Delta WVA Stiggins

9 Lake Addition was, simlarly, declined by the

10 | andowner. So that's progress on the tracts

11 that you have asked us to close, and so | wanted
12 just to provide that update. |If there are no

13 guestions on that, |I'mgoing to nove on to Tab
14 2B.

15 Each neeting we al so review the

16 avai | abl e bal ance of the Stewardship Fund for

17 each tract that's acquired. 15 percent of the
18 apprai sed value -- even for a donated tract --
19 noves into the Stewardship Fund. W are doing
20 fine this year, which we have a lot of -- |ot of
21 work in process and a |l ot of things progressing
22 at this tinme of year, so you will see that go

23 down for our next neeting, but we are fine and
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1 within the allocation that the Board authoriz%%?49
2 for expenditures fromthe Stewardship Fund for

3 tract nmaintenance and various recreational

4 | nprovenents and just your general | and

5 managenent of those tracts. W currently still
6 have about $2.3 mllion avail able -- again,

7 that's actually sone purchases in the works, so
8 it's alittle less than that, but that's the

9 current bal ance.

10 Part of that that we also talk about is
11 further detail fromTab 2B into Tab 2C. That is
12 the quarterly report that we get fromthe state
13 treasurer's office that details the current net
14 mar ket val ue of the Stewardship over all funds,
15 and we reflect that on 2B and 2C, but the

16 current report fromthe treasurer's office back
17 t hrough when they run those reports last is

18 still over $49 mllion, so we are still doing

19 well with the Stewardship Fund. | want to thank
20 the treasurer's office for the work they do on
21 that but, also, gathering the report information
22 for us for 2C for each neeting.
23 Any questions on that financial
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1 I nformati on before | nove into appraised rages?
2 nom nati ons?

3 (No response.)

4 M5. MCCURDY: Al right. So if the

5 Board will also go to Tab 3A in, again, your

6 sort of yellow Tab 3A's nost updated. | will --
7 the Board and the benefit of the public -- run

8 t hrough the tract that you have previously

9 notioned for the staff to pursue appraisals for
10 so | want to give you that status update.

11 Those tracts include Coon Gulf Craze

12 Bend Addition, Cooper Branch Tract, Dugdown

13 Corridor C eburne County Tract, G aham Bayou

14 Tract, Turkey Creek Nature Preserve Bell

15 Addition, Red Holl ow Road Addition. Al of

16 t hose apprai sals have been conpleted. W also
17 are working on the Beaverdam Swanp Lowe Addition
18 that was notioned previously. W have -- did

19 not get all the information we needed fromthe
20 | andowner in the tinme to get that appraisal

21 conpleted, but I wll have that for you at our
22 next mneeti ng.

23 So taking the ones that we do have into
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1 account and the associ ated Stewardship Fund regest
2 transfer that woul d be needed, that cones to,

3 roughly, about, you know, just over $13 mllion
4 of appraised properties. Any question on

5 apprai se nom nati ons.

6 (No response.)

7 M5. MCCURDY: Al right. If you wll

8 turn in your packet, we're going to junp a

9 little bit to Tab 5, if you'll pull out -- or go
10 to Tab 5A. Each neeting we update the Board on
11 various efforts that either we have benefitted
12 from fromgrant funding or |everage funding or
13 opportunities that we have applied for or are

14 working through, so | want to run through that.
15 Two nom nations that have benefitted

16 fromgrant funding that are currently in the

17 cl osi ng process includes the Bon Secour River

18 Wetlands Addition that benefitted froma

19 Nat i onal Coastal Wetl ands Conservation G ant
20 Program that contributed approxi mately 69
21 percent towards a | and value acquisition. Also,
22 we were able to get sone additional funds for
23 | and managenent and that was through the US Fish
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1 and Wldlife Service. rages2
2 And then the Red HIls Section 23

3 Addition, and, again, thank you, Chuck, and all
4 those in Wldlife that help us identify

5 opportunities. That tract, which is in closing,
6 was a Pittnman- Robertson partnership between

7 Wldlife Section -- or division -- and Forever

8 WIld. The Dugdown Mountain Corridor that also

9 has grant fundi ng at approximately a 75/25

10 split, the Forestry Conm ssion is the third one
11 In closing that we have -- funds are hel pi ng us
12  with,.

13 | left -- | realized | left out a tract
14 that is on the short list, and that's the

15 Dugdown Phase 2. | wanted to note that another
16 forestry -- a US Forest Service G ant that AFC
17 has acquired, that appraisal work is underway

18 because AFC has stepped in to cover those Yell ow
19 Book appraisal costs. So that is just on the
20 short list. There's no action needed on that
21 one, but | did want you to know that we actually
22 have proceeded with the appraisal work with
23 AFC s assistant on that funding.
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1 Updat es on sone just various other ragess
2 funding -- grant fundi ng opportunities we're --
3 we're working through. W' ve partnered with the
4 Al abama Forestry Foundation in an effort with

5 themto secure grant funding through the

6 National Fish and WIldlife Foundation, that's

7 their Longl eaf Landscape grant program W're

8 hopi ng to get grant funding that will match wth
9 Forever WIld's Stewardship Fund to do sone work
10 on the Coosa WVA, Autauga WVMA, and Yates Lake

11 WA, So we will keep you up-to-date on that.

12 We are continuing finalizing work on

13 the little -- previously awarded funds that

14 benefitted Little Ri ver Canyon Addition that

15 al so canme fromthe National Fish and Wldlife

16 Foundati on. That was their Cunberl and

17 Pl at eau- Sout her n Appal achi an Fund. W are

18 working through that and, actually, had the

19 seedlings planted back in February after that

20 neeting, and we are now working on getting sone
21 educational kiosks installed. W're also

22 working through the -- architectural we're about
23 to bid out finally, work on the Mdbile Tensaw
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1 Bartram and al so the Perdido Ri ver Canoe TraiFI)age54
2 | nprovenent Project that benefitted from

3 Governor |vey awardi ng sone GOMESA funds that --
4 t hrough -- through ny division. The program

5 would also adm ni ster al ong Mobil e and Bal dw n

6 County, so continuing work on that.

7 Any questions on the grant efforts?

8 (No response.)

9 M5. MCCURDY: All right. Pushing on,
10 we're going to roll back to Tab 4 and ask the

11 Board to go to Tab 4B. This is the point of the
12 meeting where | run through the current

13 nom nati ons that have nmade it onto our short

14 list. As you know, the short |ist varies each
15 neeting due to scoring and new tracts that may
16 cone in. A nomnation is scored for nature

17 preserve, recreation, wldlife, WMAs, additions
18 or new WWAs, and then state parks, additions to
19 t hose -- those areas.

20 So after they' re scored, they conpete
21 anongst thenselves in our northern, central, and
22 southern districts. A tract has to achieve a

23 first, second, or third rank in their district
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1 and with at | east one of the categories to gd%gﬁﬁ
2 the short list. WMany of themactually qualify
3 for several categories, so l'mgoing to run

4  through the ones that nade the short |ist and,
5 therefore, would be available for first

6 appraisals. As usual, | wll go kind of quick
7 t hrough these. If you have a question, | may

8 not see your hand, please speak up.

9 Al right. So we have the Bay Log

10 Creek Tract in Dale County. W have the Bennett
11 Creek Tract at -- I'mjust going to be honest.
12 W really never have been able to resolve that
13 smal | access issue. W don't really believe we
14 have full access. That | andowner hasn't been
15 able to denonstrate and cl ose that 20-foot gap.
16 That tract will roll off after this neeting

17 unl ess there's further action. W'IlIl conme back
18 to that when | get into m scellaneous reports.
19 The Certain Tract Sunset Cove Addition
20 i n Madi son County. That's adjacent to the
21 acreage of the Blevins Gap Nature Preserve that
22 I s managed by the Land Trust of North Al abanma.
23 We have the DeSoto State Park, Cakhill Road
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1 Nort heast Addition. The Double QGak Tract andp619856
2 that is the tract where Shel by County has

3 offered to contribute 25 percent to acquisition
4 and to nmanage that acreage that was di scussed

5 earlier. Dugdown Corridor Phase Il. This is

6 the short list Dugdown tract that we do have

7 sone -- or AFC has acquired, as | nentioned,

8 grant funding for, and they are working and are
9 payi ng for the appraisal -- the Yell ow Book

10 apprai sal cost. Dunnavant Valley Qaks, Fillnore
11 Drive Tract, FreedomH Ils WWA Heard Additi on,
12 and the Hales Spring Tract.

13 Al right. Any questions from anyone
14 on the short list nom nations, anything about

15 that list?

16 (No response.)

17 M5. MCCURDY: All right. 1'mgoing to
18 -- we can nove on now to general discussion.

19 MR. BLANKENSHI P: Al right. Thank
20 you. And in the general discussion is where we
21 generally receive notions for, you know, first
22 or second appraisals on these properties as well
23 as any other questions you mght have. |Is there
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1 any notions for first or second appraisals OH%QQW
2 properties?

3 DR. MCCLI NTOCK:  Yes, sir.

4 M5. MCCURDY: OCh, and if you woul d,

5 speak up and be sure your m crophone's on. W
6 didn't -- just turn it on. Thank you.

7 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Dr. Md i nt ock.
8 DR. MCCLI NTOCK: Yeah. | would like to
9 recommend a first appraisal on Double Gak Tract.
10 DR. KEENER 1'Il second that.

11 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Sure. The

12 notion is for first appraisal on the Double Cak
13 Tract. The notion was nmade by Dr. M i ntock,
14 seconded by Dr. Keener. That is --

15 MR. CHI LDERS: What page is that on?
16 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Yes, sir. That
17 is 4B --

18 M5. MCCURDY. Page 11.

19 CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  -- Page 11.

20 Map's on 12. That's the notion for first

21 apprai sal on the Double Cak Tract in Shel by

22 County. Any discussion?

23 (No response.)
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1 CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P: Al | thoseinPage58
2 favor, please raise your hand.

3 M5. MCCURDY: Al right, Conm ssioner.
4 We have ei ght.

5 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: Al'l right.

6 Motion -- notion fails. W have to have nine

7 votes --

8 M5. MCCURDY: Onh, sorry. Yeah.

9 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P: We have to have
10 nine affirmative votes for any -- for any

11 deci sions that we nmake under the constitutional
12 anmendnent. Any ot her nom nees?

13 DR. KEENER: M. Conmm ssioner, | would
14 like to do a -- make a notion for a second

15 apprai sal and purchase for the Turkey Creek

16 Nat ure Preserve Red Hol | ow Road Additi on.

17 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Any second?

18 MR. HARPER I'Ill second.

19 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Seconded by
20 M. Harper, and it is for a second appraisal and
21 nove to purchase on the Turkey Creek Nature
22 Preserve Red Hol |l ow Road Addition that
23 M. Northcutt spoke about. Any questions or
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1 di scussion on that? rages>
2 MR. CHI LDERS: What page is that?

3 M5. MCCURDY: It is Tab 3B, Page 8.

4 MR. CHI LDERS: Ckay. Thank you.

5 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: Al'l right. Al

6 those in favor of a second appraisal and nove to
7 purchase on the Turkey Creek Nature Preserve Red
8 Hol | ow Addition, please raise your hand.

9 M5. MCCURDY: Comm ssioner, we have

10 ei ght.

11 CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Al'l right.

12 Ei ght votes. Mdtion fails.

13 MR. BLANKENSHI P: Al right. Any other
14 di scussi on or questions?

15 (No response.)

16 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Ckay.

17 M5. MCCURDY: Al right. And if you

18 would -- then we're going to nove to the

19 m scel | aneous reports section. Sone of -- sone
20 of the matters in your packet, we've actually

21 al ready covered but -- so the first matter is

22 Tab 5B. Each -- each neeting | report what wll
23 roll off either the appraise nom nation |ist or
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1 the short list nom nations unless there's a raseed
2 request froma Board nenber to keep it on. That
3 means you've had two -- you've hit the nunber of
4 neetings where it wll roll off as of the next

5 meet i ng.

6 This tinme we only have one tract in

7 that position, and that is, as | nentioned, the
8 Bennett Creek Tract on the short |ist

9 nom nations. So hearing no requests to -- to
10 keep it alive and on the list, it will -- it

11 wll roll off, and you will not see it next

12 meet i ng.

13 If you will -- then | need you to pul
14 to Tab 5 on those, hearing nothing on 5B. |If

15 vyou could pull Tab 51 -- excuse ne -- 5C -- yes,
16 and 51, this is a nmanagenent plan approval

17 request that we present to the Board. The

18 reason you have two nenos -- and | apol ogi ze --
19 we realized when we sent the packet, that the
20 Si psey Managenent Pl an did not have the maps
21 attached, so it's the sane text you woul d' ve
22 | ooked at, just conplete with the -- the maps.
23 That's the only difference. So we are required
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1 to devel op a managenent plan within a yearofPage61
2 tract acquisition. Obviously, it's early in a
3 tract's life and so it is somewhat broad, but it
4 sets forth the goals of that tract.
5 We sonetines have tracts that are
6 sinply additions to existing properties when we
7 acquire them or they are close enough to
8 exi sting properties that we include themsinply
9 by anmendi ng an exi sting managenent plan because
10 there's really no reason to have duplicate
11 pl ans.
12 So at this neeting, we -- and we al so
13 bring these to you of any -- in advance and then
14 they really have to be passed, but that's in
15 case you have a question. So on the -- the |ist
16 of tracts that we need to -- wll be
17 I ncorporating into managenent plans, those
18 i nclude the Lillian Swanp Bl ackwater Addition in
19 Bal dwi n County, and we would -- we propose
20 sinply anending and adding it to the existing
21 Bl ackwat er River South Lillian Swanp Conpl ex
22 Managenent Pl an.
23 The second is Heron Bay Wetl ands
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1 Addition in Mbile County, and we woul d propoF?gE362
2 adding it to the existing G and Bay Savanna

3 Conpl ex Managenent Plan. And then the Sipsey

4 Ri ver Swanp Brownville Addition, that's

5 Tuscal oosa County. Simlarly, there's an

6 exi sting plan that we woul d recommend anendi ng

7 and adding to the Sipsey River Swanp Conpl ex

8 Managenent Plan. So those are the three we have
9 before us. |If the Board is willing to -- to

10 approve inclusion and the existing managenent

11 plans, | wll need a notion, and there's a

12  sanple notion on your neno.

13 MR. BLANKENSHI P: |s there anybody that
14 -- you should nmake the notion on the managenent
15 plan? Qutline's in the neno on Tab 5C.

16 MR. PARNELL: Comm ssioner?

17 CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Yes, sir,

18 M. Parnell.

19 MR. PARNELL: |'Il make that notion.
20 MR. BLANKENSHI P: Ckay. So the notion,
21 I f you don't m nd, go ahead and read that so the
22 court reporter can get that, please.
23 MR. PARNELL: GCkay. The notion is to
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1 proceed with the inclusion of the Lillian SN%E#?63
2 Bl ackwat er Addition, Heron Bay Wetl ands

3 Addition, and Sipsey R ver Swanp-Brownville

4 Addition into the existing managenent plans as
5 set forth in the nenorandum-- any way -- dated
6 May the 1st, 2025.

7 MR. BLANKENSHI P: Al right. [Is there
8 a second?

9 MR. CONLON:  Second.

10 MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Seconded by

11 M. Conlon. So this is the -- a notion to

12 approve the State Lands to be proceeding with
13 the inclusion of Lillian Swanp Bl ackwat er

14 Addi tion, Heron Bay Wetl ands Addition, and

15 Si psey River Swanp-Brownville Addition into

16 exi sting managenent plans as set forth in the
17 menor andum dated May 1st, 2025.

18 Al those in favor, please raise your
19 hand.
20 M5. MCCURDY: Al right. Unaninous,
21 Comm ssi oner.
22 MR. BLANKENSHI P: Al right. N ne
23 votes, the notion carries. Thank you.
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Page 64
M5. MCCURDY: All right. Thanks. And

the May neeting, we also -- where we take care
of some annual admi nistrative matters. One is
under Amendnment 543, the Stewardship Fund that |
mentioned earlier, the Board nmust approve in
advance of an upcom ng fiscal year to authorize
expenditures fromthe Stewardship Fund. And so
at this neeting, we traditionally present that
to the Board and as in -- just |like |last year,
two things: one under Anendnent 543, the way
i nterest incone is defined and the way we are
very -- with the help of the treasurer's
departnent, very successfully managi ng that
fund, it does not reduce the interest as defined
in 543, so if we don't have enough interest,
Comm ssioner has to nake a determ nation that we
wi || need additional funding fromthe corpus of
t he Stewardshi p Fund, and under Anmendnent 543,
that has to be recommended by the Comm ssioner,
whi ch he has done.

We're now at the point where we need to
be thi nki ng about and planning for an

aut hori zation of expenditures in advance of the

www.huseby.com Huseby Global Litigation 800-333-2082


http://www.huseby.com

FOREVER WILD BOARD MEETING
Transcript of Proceedings on 05/01/2025

© 00 N oo o0 b~ w N B

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
N B O © 0 N o O M W N B O

23

) ] ] Page 65
upcom ng fiscal year which starts COctober 1st.

W -- when we start | ooking at the upcom ng
fiscal year, ny division sits down with the
other divisions to see what we anticipate the
needs wll be. For this year, we are --
Comm ssi oner has concurred and recomended t o,
one, be sure we have sone flexibility for
sonething that's unforeseen, but we do believe
we can continue to operate within the three
mllion authorization, and so that is the
proposal and recommendation from staff through
Comm ssioner. But to do that, we wll need a
notion by the Board, and |'ve provided one in
your neno. You will also see in the nmeno we
have detailed a little bit about how we view
reachi ng that recommendation. W | ook at just
-- what we call rough routine: working on our
roads, maintaining our boundary |ines, doing
prescribed fire, controlling our bases, the
feral hog work that we do.

We al so | ook forward to specific
reforestation needs. Sonetines that's because

of a release of acreage froma tinber

www.huseby.com Huseby Global Litigation 800-333-2082


http://www.huseby.com

FOREVER WILD BOARD MEETING
Transcript of Proceedings on 05/01/2025

© 00 N oo o0 b~ w N B

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
N B O © 0 N o O M W N B O

23

] ] ] ] ] Page 66
reservation; sonetines it's just a habitat.

We've had -- taken tinber actions and we need to
reforest. We do have sone reforestati on needs
upcom ng. W are seeking -- have and are
seeki ng sone grant funding, but that is
rei mbur senent based, which neans we have to
expend the funds until we're able to secure the
grant funds, we'll be on a reinbursenent basis.

So, again, all that said, we are
seeki ng and recommendi ng aut hori zation for 3
mllion, but we'll need a -- a notion and you
have a notion in your neno.

DR. MCCLINTOCK: I'll nmake the notion.

MR. CHI LDERS: Second.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Pl ease read the
notion, Doctor. Dr. Mcdintock said first.

DR. MCCLI NTOCK:  Ckay.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: And Childers is the
second. If you'll please read the notion.

DR. MCCLI NTOCK: | nake a notion for
the Board to authorize ADCNR, after exhausting
avai l abl e interest incone fromthe Stewardship

account to expend funds fromthe corpus of the
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1 St ewar dshi p account up to an anount that, mhéﬁwmw
2 added to the avail able interest incone, does not
3 exceed $3 mllion for fiscal year '26.

4 MR. BLANKENSHI P: Al those in favor,

5 pl ease rai se your hand.

6 M5. MCCURDY: Unani nous, Comm ssioner.
7 MR. BLANKENSHI P: Al right. Motion

8 carries. Thank you.

9 M5. MCCURDY: Al right. Continuing

10 our adm ni strative work, instead of | ooking

11 forward in -- at the May neeting each year, we
12 -- we | ook back and bring, also, our requests

13 fromthe State Lands Division for the annual

14 transfer of the adm nistrative support funds to
15 the State Lands Division. W, in doing that, do
16 | ook back at expenditures in making our

17 recomendations. W are asking for |evel

18 funding, which would be a transfer of $900, 000.
19 That's been the anobunt that we have

20 been -- been working with now for -- let's see
21 -- | think it was from-- since -- yeah, FY 2020
22 until now. We do actually expend over that

23 anmount of State Lands, but our request woul d be,
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1 again, the |evel funding of the 900, 000, but T%EGB
2 wll need a notion, and you have a notion in

3 your packet.

4 And I'1l take any questions on any of
5 this. I'msorry, | just -- | amtrying to -- |
6 know we're running long so --

7 MR CHLDERS: 1'lIl read the notion. |
8 make a notion for the Board to approve the State
9 Lands Division staff proceeding with the

10 requested administrative transfer in the anount
11 of $900, 000 for the fiscal year 2025

12 adm ni strative support provided by the State

13 Lands Di vi si on.

14 MR. CONLON: | second that.

15 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Probably -- |

16 think we need to anend that notion. | think

17 that's for fiscal year 2026. That begins --

18 M5, MCCURDY: W -- we go --

19 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: -- Cctober 1st,
20 2025, into 2026.

21 M5. MCCURDY: We -- we go back.

22 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Back - -

23 M5. MCCURDY: We do this on a
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1 rei mbur senent background. rageed
2 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Al'l right.

3 Thank you.

4 M5. MCCURDY: |'msorry for the

5 whiplash.

6 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  All right. So

7 that notion was nade by M. Childers, and he was
8 correct. | was w ong.

9 DR. MCCLINTOCK: And is there a second?
10 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Seconded by

11 M. Harper. Al right. Any other question on
12 t hat ?

13 (No response.)

14 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  If | totally

15 confused everybody, | apol ogi ze.

16 Al right. Al those in favor, please
17 rai se your hand.

18 M5. MCCURDY: All right. Unaninous,

19 Comm ssi oner.
20 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  All right.
21 Ni ne, yes. Thank you.
22 M5. MCCURDY: Al right. [1'Il keep --
23 try to keep noving if you wll -- we're now at
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1 Tab 5F. This really is nore of a -- | want t%@em
2 updat e the Board sonewhat on the work we

3 continue to do nonitoring -- as all |andowners

4 are right now -- the Southern Pine Beetle

5 situation, and so we have identified sone

6 additional tracts that wll need -- need sone

7 work, so I'mlooking forward and trying to be

8 preenptive. But | want to run through that

9 just, again, as an update to the Board, we're

10 | ooking -- or not |ooking -- but planning to do
11 a first thin at the Red Hills Conplex -- final
12 harvest of sone acreage and |'ve detailed the

13 specific areas of this tract. It's not the

14 entire tract. The Autauga -- acreage on Autauga
15 County WMA, acreage on Cot hard- AWF Yates Lake

16 WA, and first, then, on the Autauga County and
17 another on -- the second done on Autauga County.
18 These range fromactions that we are

19 either about to initiate or an update on actions
20 |'ve nmentioned previously but we now do have
21 actively under contract for the harvest
22 activities. Any questions from anyone?
23 (No response.)
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1 M5. MCCURDY: Al right. Thank you.Pag?71
2 al so want to thank AFC, they've hel ped us on

3 sone i magery and sone things. And | al so want

4 to take just a mnute to tell you -- and thank

5 you -- how hard ny staff is working on this.

6 |'"ve got three foresters -- well, nore than that
7 because -- | don't know how many | have now

8 because of the -- our conservation enforcenent

9 of ficers both have degreed bi ol ogi sts and

10 degreed foresters, sone folks -- sone of

11 masters, so |'ve got sone really great fol ks and
12 certified foresters on the ground. | thank them
13 for that work. It's -- it's been a |ot.

14 If there are no questions, | wll also
15 then direct you next to Tab 5G  Simlarly, this
16 contains the spreadsheet information that we are
17 mai ntai ning for the Board related to our feral
18 swne mtigation efforts. W continue to

19 utilize the funds approved by the Board for the
20 pur chase of the various equi pnment and systens,
21 traps, caneras, whatever we need, so we
22 appreci ate that extra help.
23 And then also the contractors conti nue
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1 to work. That -- that is going well, so we v&%ﬁ72
2 conti nue | ooking at where we m ght need to

3 expand the contract efforts. Those are tracts
4 that just build our capacity by use of those

5 contractors, and that's been very hel pful. Any
6 gquestions on sw ne?

7 (No response.)

8 M5. MCCURDY: All right. Then we have
9 al ready tal ked about 5H And | will now direct
10 you, just briefly, to 5J. At each neeting, you
11 know, |'ve tried to give you a little bit of an
12 update on what's going on wwth the Forever Wld
13 Field Trial Area, and anything that mght, in
14 particular, be going on at our Whle Nature

15 Center.

16 We had a coupl e of Canpus Conservation
17 Programefforts scheduled. W've had to

18 reschedul e those, but | did want to, | guess,
19 give a teaser that | hope at the next neeting |
20 can publicly announce an additional -- what |
21 call a first tinme national sporting dog event
22 that we are -- believe we have secured for the
23 Field Trial Area.
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We al so had sone great partnership and

|'"ve really been pleased the tract's been
utilized by the Departnent of Corrections for
sone of their search dog teamtraining. That
went well. It's what they needed, and they'l|
be com ng -- com ng back again.

And then just to thank ny staff. W' ve
been doing a lot of -- a lot of burning, not
just there but el sewhere. But just there at the
Field Trial Area just since March, we've had
about 1,600 acres that we've burned and taken
care of. W're also working actively on four
ponds, getting those restructured to inprove the
duck habitat and we hope to add to our -- the
nunber of youth duck hunting events that we've
been able to offer, and then just various really
-- work on the entrances that | ooks nice, and
I"'mreally excited y'all get to be there next
nmonth, so I'mnot going to go through all the
| nprovenents. That's been a | ong process, so
I"'mgoing to -- |I'll just leave it at that and
|l et you see it and we'll wal k you through in the

next neeting.
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1 And, Comm ssioner, that really -- rage
2 unl ess | have forgotten sonething -- | don't

3 think -- or y'all have anything else you'd Iike
4 the staff to be working on, | think that

5 I ncl udes our m scel | aneous reports, and we can
6 nove on to the next itemon the agenda.

7 CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Al'l right.

8 Thank you. The next itemon the agenda will be
9 t he approval of the mnutes fromthe

10 February 6th neeting. M. Harper's noved to

11 approve those mnutes. Any -- is there a

12 second?

13 DR. MCCLI NTOCK:  Second.

14 CHAl RVMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Seconded by Dr.
15 McClintock. |s there any corrections or changes
16 or additions to the m nutes?

17 (No response.)

18 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  All those in

19 favor of approving m nutes, please say "aye."
20 DR HOWELL: Aye.

21 DR MCCLI NTOCK:  Aye.

22 MR HARRIS: Aye.

23 MR. CHI LDERS: Aye.
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1 DR. KEENER  Aye.

2 MR HARPER  Aye.

3 MR. CONLON:  Aye.

4 MR, PARNELL: Aye.

5 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Aye. All right.
6 And to the next neeting, barring any

7 construction del ays --

8 M5. MCCURDY: Don't even say it. Don't
9 even say it.

10 CHAI RMVAN BLANKENSHI P: -- we will have
11 t hat next neeting at the Forever WIld Field

12 Trial Area, and | amvery excited about the work
13 taki ng place up there and | ooking forward to

14 hosting the neeting at that facility.

15 DR. MCCLINTOCK: | think there's a --
16 kind of a correction on the future neeting dates
17 on the last two dates. | think it's 2026 --

18 2025 in the text that the --

19 M5. MCCURDY: |'msure that is correct.
20 | haven't -- and | haven't pulled it out and
21 | ooked, but | am sure you are correct.
22 MR. BLANKENSHI P: And we wi |l have that
23 May neeting -- will be in South Al abama next
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1 year. There is always a big event with the ragere
2 Dauphin Island Sea Lab on the sane day. |It's

3 al ways the first Thursday of My that we have

4 this neeting for a couple of our nmenbers to be
5 able to neet and be back where they need to be
6 in Mobile on -- on that sane day. So we'll have
7 the neeting next year in May in the Mbile area
8 to help with attendance.

9 So any ot her questions or comments? |f
10 not, I'll make a notion to adjourn.

11 MR. CHI LDERS: So noved.

12 CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Al'l right. Al
13 those in favor, say "aye."

14 MR CHI LDERS: Aye.

15 DR. MCCLI NTOCK:  Aye.

16 MR. HARRI S: Aye.

17 MR. CHI LDERS: Aye.

18 DR. KEENER  Aye.

19 MR HARPER  Aye.
20 MR, PARNELL: Aye.
21 MR. CONLON:  Aye.
22 CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Aye. W are
23 adj ourned. Thank you all.
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(The proceedi ngs concl uded at

11: 46 a. m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABAMA)
BLOUNT COUNTY )

| hereby certify that the above and
f oregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken down by ne in
stenotype and the questions and answers thereto
were reduced to conputer print under ny
supervi sion and that the foregoing represents a
true and correct transcript of the proceedi ngs
gi ven by said wi tness upon said heari ng.

| further certify that | am neither
of counsel nor of kin to the parties to the
action, nor aml in anywise interested in the

result of said cause.

Ieacz' Thomas dnider

/s/ Lexi Thonmas Sni der
Lexi Thomas Sni der
ACCR #721 - Expires Septenber 30th, 2025
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