This site includes two shelters located approximately 4.3 miles
downstream of Gravel Landing. Each shelter has room for 8
people and equipment. In front of the shelter is a mediumsized sandbar offering plenty of opportunities for relaxing or
larger groups of campers. Located near the shelters is Nelson
Branch, which empties into the Perdido River and gives the
shelters their name.

Peaden Lake Shelter
The Peaden Lake Shelter is a single shelter located 7 miles
south of Gravel Landing and 2.5 miles south of the Nelson Ditch
Shelters. The Peaden Lake Shelter includes room for 8 people
and equipment.
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Blue Lake Landing
Blue Lake Landing is the last and southernmost landing on
the State Lands Perdido River Canoe Trail. It is located 19 miles
south of Gravel Landing and 10 miles south of Staple Fork
Landing. Blue Lake Landing provides no access to any shelters
on the canoe trail and is the end of the State Lands Perdido River Canoe Trail. The southern terminus for the Perdido
Hiking Trail can be found at the landing providing hikers with
4 miles of trail. To access Blue Lake Landing from County Road
112, turn onto Duck Road and continue past the Perdido WMA
check-in station. Turn left onto Fairview Road then follow the
signs around to the landing.

The Alabama Ornithological Society
(AOS) lists 420 species of birds that occur in the state throughout the year. The
Perdido River basin is home to many coastal species of birds including the uncommon
Swallow-tailed Kite. This bird of prey is easily
identified by its forked tail, stark black and
white coloration, and acrobatics while hunting.

Another bird species to look for while paddling is the
Prothonotary Warbler. This common name refers to its
similarity to clerks of the Catholic Church who wear yellow
robes. These bright yellow birds are one of only two warbler
species to nest in cavities.

Amphibians
Alabama is well known for its biological diversity in many
categories, not the least of which is amphibians. With 31
different frog species, Alabama ranks second only to
Texas (32 species) in frog biodiversity. The bird-voiced
tree frog is a common frog species found in coastal
swamps and lowland areas of Alabama. This
tiny frog species is easily distinguished by its
bird-like calls and is often mistaken for birds
at night.

BIRD-VOICED
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Nelson Ditch Shelters

This site includes two shelters located approximately 12.5 miles
downstream of Gravel Landing and 3.5 miles downstream of
Staple Fork Landing. Each shelter has room for 8 people and
equipment. This set of shelters includes one of the largest sandbars on the canoe trail. Located just downstream of the shelters
is Loggerhead Creek, which gives the shelters their name.
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Staple Fork Landing
Staple Fork Landing is the middle and second landing on the
19-mile State Lands Perdido River Canoe Trail. It is located
approximately 9 miles south of Gravel Landing. Staple Fork
Landing provides access to the Loggerhead Creek Shelters,
Swamp Field Shelter, and Blue Lake Landing. To access Staple
Fork Landing from County Road 112, turn onto Staple Fork
Road, then follow the signs to the landing.

Swamp Field Shelter is a single shelter located 7.75 miles
south of Staple Fork Landing and 2.25 miles north of Blue
Lake Landing. Swamp Field Shelter includes room for 8
people and equipment.
To learn more or to make online shelter reservations,
visit www.alabamacanoetrails.com.
For general inquires, call (251) 625-0814.
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To learn more or to make online shelter reservations, visit www.alabamacanoetrails.com
For general inquires, call (251) 625-0814.

Gravel Landing is the uppermost landing for the 19-mile State
Lands Perdido River Canoe Trail. It provides boaters with access
to all shelters and the southernmost two landings on the trail.
To access Gravel Landing from County Road 112, turn onto
Staple Fork Road, then follow the signs to the landing.
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Alabama’s Perdido River
Canoe Trail is a 19-mile
segment along the Perdido River. This portion of the river is characterized
by gently flowing tannin stained waters over southern
white sands. The Perdido’s many bends create numerous
sandbars providing ample opportunities for canoeists and
kayakers to take breaks or have lunch. The Alabama State
Lands Division has provided multiple access points along
the river with two launches and one boat ramp. Paddlers
have the ability to stay overnight along the river in one of
six reserveable camping shelters or by pitching a tent on the
sandbars located at shelter locations. Paddlers can add a
further 15 miles of trail south of the Alabama trail by using
the Florida designated trail. For more information about
the Florida trail visit their website at www.dep.state.fl.us.
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When canoeing the Perdido River, paddlers have excellent
opportunities to view some of the southeastern United
States’ most diverse wildlife. Uncommon birds, amphibians,
reptiles, and plant species abound while paddling one of
Alabama’s most scenic rivers.
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Alabama is also home to 49
different species of snakes with one
of them being described as the most
colorful snake in the Southeast. The rainbow snake is a
semi-aquatic snake found in southern coastal plain habitats
and feeds mainly on a diet of eels and amphibians. One of the
last known locations for this snake in Alabama was along the
Perdido River. Anyone observing this snake is encouraged to
contact the Alabama DCNR.

Plants
With over 4,400 species of plants in the state, Alabama is
sixth in the country for plant biodiversity. Ranging from the
mountains of north Alabama to the Gulf Coastal region in
the southern portion, the diversity of habitat throughout the
state provides a unique opportunity to view a huge variety of
plant species.
Many large tree species line the Perdido River, including the
uncommon Atlantic White-Cedar. This tree species is only
found in the southern part of Alabama, mostly lining rivers
and cypress ponds. Valued for its strong, rot-resistant wood,
entire populations of these trees were decimated by early
settlers’ demands for wood products.
Other, more diminutive plant species such as Sundews can
also be observed lining the Perdido River. Wet, sandy, nutrient-poor soils are ideal for these
carnivorous plants. These plants have
adapted to trap mosquitoes and
other insects in the sticky leaf
pads which then can curl
up and digest the insects.
This provides an
important source
of nutrients, which
would normally be limited, to
the plants.
BETH TATTERSALL
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When camping in shelters, group size is limited to eight.

n

Pets are not allowed in shelters.

n

Shelters are accessible by canoe and kayak only.

n

No open fires within 20ft of shelters. Cooking
stoves are allowed on shelter porches.

n

n

Shelters can be reserved for only one night. A group can reserve shelters at different locations when taking multiple night trips. Reservations are from 12 noon to 12 noon the following day. Must have copy
of shelter reservation on person.

n

Feeding or harassing of wildlife is prohibited. Do not discard garbage
or food scraps on or near shelters.

Beach camping is allowed on
beaches at shelter locations only.

n

No reservations required
for beach camping.

n

No limit on group size.
Fires allowed on beaches at
shelter locations only.
No alcohol allowed.

n

Each party is required to have a compass, map, flashlight, and portable toilet with disposable bags.

n

Shelters will be inspected after each use. Damage to the shelters will
be assessed and will be the responsibility of the user.

n

n

Visitors may be held financially responsible for unnecessary rescues.

n

No alcohol allowed.

n

Map
Paddles
n Life preservers
n Dry bag and clothes
n Flashlight
n Drinks and food
n Sunglasses
n Camera

Wide-brimmed hat
Suntan lotion
n Cell phone
n Car keys
n Lighter or firestarter stick
n Toilet tissue
n GPS
n Hammock or camping gear

n

n

n

n
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BEACH USE RULE:
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Time*

Gravel Landing** to
Nelson Ditch Shelters

4.3 miles

2h 15min

n Section 2

Nelson Ditch to
Peaden Lake Shelter

2.6 miles

1h 20min

n Section 3

Peaden Lake to
Staple Fork Landing**

2.1 miles

1h 5min

n Section 4

Staple Fork to
Loggerhead Creek Shelter

3.5 miles

1h 45min

n Section 5

Loggerhead Creek to
Swamp Field Shelter

4.25 miles

2h 10min

n Section 6

Swamp Field Shelter to
Blue Lake Landing**

2.25 miles

1h 10min
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Visitors should be aware that this trail is subject to ADCNR Regulaitons 220-4-.15 and 220-4-.55.
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* Float times calculated using estimate of 2 miles per hour.
** Landings are for day use only; transport vehicle may be
left for overnight trips.
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The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources does not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, religion, age, gender, pregnancy, national origin, genetic information, veteran status,
or disability in its hiring or employment practices nor in admission to, access to, or operations of
its programs, services, or activities.
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Taking time to plan your trip can significantly enhance your experience.
Be aware of the rules for use and take
pride in what this region has to offer.
Leave no trace of your presence so the
experiences for those who follow are as
pleasant as yours. Review the information provided for the trail you plan on
using; obtain water level information
to optimize your enjoyment and safety.
While most trips are without mishap,
be aware and prepared for potential
hazards. For information about local
outfitters, motels, and restaurants visit
the following websites:
www.mobile.org or
www.gulfshores.com
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The Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, State Lands Division and its affiliates assume no responsibility for inaccuracies in road alignments, configuration of intersections
and other related information depicted on maps. This map is designed to aid in planning and not
for navigation of the Perdido River Canoe Trail. User assumes all risks for vehicles left unattended
at landings for day use and overnight trips.

i v

N1

R

Nelson
Ditch
Shelter

TIO

o

SEC

ALABAMA
STATE LANDS
DIVISION

T
E R CU T

Show respect by minimizing your presence and impact in all ways.
Take pride in the ability to pass through the area without leaving
any sign of your presence. Never discard garbage or food scraps
in the river, no matter how small or insignificant they may seem.
Such items pollute the environment and attract unwanted animals. Avoid disturbing wildlife (and other visitors) by keeping quiet and not approaching them too closely. Avoid disturbing plants
and other natural features by leaving them in place and building
fires only at designated sites. Deposit all human waste in a toilet.
Campers on overnight canoe trips are required to use portable
toilets between facilities. For information about how to enjoy the
outdoors while “leaving no trace” visit: www.lnt.org.

