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M NUTES OF THE
FOREVER W LD BOARD MEETI NG
JACKSONVI LLE STATE UNI VERSI TY
MERRELL HALL
JACKSONVI LLE, ALABAMA 36265
MAY 2, 2024
10: 00 a. m

* k* * * *

TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS

* * * * *

Proceedi ngs taken before Lisa Bailey
Certified Court Reporter
State of Al abama

ACCR #289
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BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Commi ssi oner Chris Bl ankenship
Ji my Par nel |

Sal em Sal oom

Jake Har per

Ri ck Cates

Janes "M ckey" Childers
Heat her Howel |

A M "Jay" Neumann
Karen Stanl ey

James B. McCintock
Jack Darnal |
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COW SSI ONER BLANKENSH! P:

Call to

order the May 2nd Forever WId neeting.

"Il call the roll to make sure we

have a quorum \Wen | say your nane, please

i ndi cate that you're present so we nmake sure

we have a quorum

M. Bl ankenship is here.

M. Childers?

MR. CHI LDERS: Here.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P
M. Parnell?

MR. PARNELL: Here.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:

MR. HARPER:  Here.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:

DR. HOWELL: Here.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:
Dr. Mcdintock?

DR MCCLI NTOCK:  Here.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:
Dr. Neumann?

DR. NEUVANN: Here.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:

M. Harper?
Dr. Howel | ?
Ri ck QCates?
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MR OATES: Here.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:
M. Darnall?

MR, DARNALL: Here.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Dr. Sal oonf?

DR. SALOOM  Here.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P
Ms. Stanley?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Raynond
Jones?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Dr. Keener,
Dr. Powers, and Dr. Valentine are not here.
So we do have ten. W have enough for a
quor um

I"d like to express our appreciation
to Dr. Killingsworth and to the Earth and
Sci ences, Dean Tim Li ndbl om for allow ng us

to neet here at Jacksonville State

Uni versity. A couple nonths ago | was through

this part of the state, and it was really ny

first opportunity to ever be on the canpus
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here at Jacksonville State. And | did not
real i ze what beautiful facilities that they
have here in Jacksonville.

And then | had the opportunity to cone
back and neet with a ot of nountain bike
ent husi asts that use our Col dwater Muntain
Forever WIld property that is near here.
They use it extensively for nountain biking
and had great ideas and plans for
I nprovenents that we coul d make on that
property. And Dean Lindblomoffered us the
opportunity to neet here on canpus, and so |
snatched up that idea pretty quickly. | knew
it was great for nme to be able to see the
canpus and | know many of you, this nmay be
your first or second tinme here on the canpus.

So thank you so nmuch for hosting us.
Is there anything you' d Iike to say or
wel cone the group? It's up to you. |If not,
e --

DEAN LI NDBLOM  Sure, if you don't
m nd.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Sure.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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DEAN LI NDBLOM |'I1 stand right here.
It won't take but a second.

I want to thank everybody for com ng

today. We're glad that you're here. W very

much support the work of Forever WId and
State Lands. Conm ssioner Bl ankenship
menti oned Col dwater Mountain. W studied
that nountain in 2012 and estimated the
econom ¢ inpact that that nountain has on
this region is between 2 and $6 mllion
annually. And |I'm sure those nunbers have
I ncreased over the years as nountain biking
has surged in popularity. So their work has
had a big inpact on the economcs of this
region. And we're very grateful for that.
[''m al so happy that you are here at
JSU, Jax State, what we're calling ourselves
now. Feel free to wander around this
building. Two floors up is a beautiful
atrium There's an event that's going on
that starts right about now. But you can
definitely go up there and | ook around from

the back. You won't disturb anybody. And
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hel p yoursel f | ooking around. And if there's

anything | can do for you while you are here,
pl ease | et nme know.

Thanks for being here today.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you,
Dean, for hosting us.

So let's start our public coment
period. As usual, you'll have three m nutes
to speak on the property that you're

interested in. As | call your name up, if

you'll just give ne a chance to | et the board

find the property that you are interested in
in the packet before you get started. That
way they can take a | ook at -- and know
exactly what property you're speaki ng on.

So our first speaker is on the Hales
Spring tract. It's -- well, it's a
congl oneration of a group of people.

Larry Rodick. And it is page -- Tab
4B, page nine.

MR. RODI CK: Let nme know when you're
ready.

Is this thing on? |If you -- can you
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hear nme all right?
Good norning, | am Larry Rodick

Presi dent of Friends of Shades Mount ain,

private, nonprofit group, whose missionis to

preserve and protect the steep northwest
sl ope of Shades Mountain in Jefferson County.

Wul d everyone at this point who cane
today to support us please stand up. |I'd
appreciate it.

Thank you so nuch. Thank you.

On behal f of the 300 nenmbers of
Fri ends of Shades Muntain and the 700
signatories of our petition to establish a
Bluff Park Preserve to include Hale Springs,
"' masking you to approve our nom nation of
the 18-plus acres of Hales Spring tract.
This property is the | argest renaining
undevel oped site on Shades Muntain. For
those famliar with the A abama Gul f Coast,
it is conparable to how the high-rise condos
obstruct our view of the gulf wth the one
exception of GQulf State Park. Hale Springs

is our Gulf State Park, and we need to
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preserve it and protect it.

The site provides the best |ocation
for hiking and rock clinbing on the nountain.
Fri ends of Shades Muntain along with Boy
Scout Troop 21, the Southeastern Cinbing
(sic) Coalition, and Friends of Mdss Rock --
and by the way, all the |eaders of all those
are here today -- have pronised to maintain
the trails that we will build once the
property is secured. So we have a
mai nt enance plan in place.

Foll owi ng are ten goods reasons to
preserve and protect Hale Springs. One, it
is the linchpin of the proposed Bluff Park
Preserve. Two, it is the original source of
drinking water for Bluff Park, including two
springs thought to contain nedicinal water
that brought tourists and others to this
resort site in the years past. Three, it
provi des gorgeous sunsets | ooki ng nort hwest
t owar ds Shades Mountain and Red Mountain. |t
is the | argest remai ni ng open space on the

Bluff Park atop Shades Muntain. It is a
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venue for a trail to the springs and for nore
trails fromthe crest to the creek. It'l]
provide a venue to build a replica of the old
Crawford Fire Tower for visitors to enjoy.
It provides critical habitat for flora and
fauna on Shades Mountain, including the rare
scarl et tanager.

In a survey in 1901, the original

owner dedicated this track as a park to be

called Bluff Park. Its forest cover helps
pr ot ect Shades Creek by filtering
rainfall, and its forest cover hel ps keep the

air clean and cool inviting those fromthe
city to conme for relief fromthe heat.

The follow ng have witten letters of
support for this nom nation: County
Conmi ssi on President Janes "Jinmm e" Stephens
fromJefferson County; Mayor Frank Brocato,
City of Hoover; Mayor Randall Wodfin and
Council President Darrell O Quinn fromthe
Cty of Birmngham M ke Shaw, State
Representative District 47; Hoover Historical

Society; the Birm ngham Hi storical Society;
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Boy Scout Troop 21; Friends of Mss Rock
Preserve; Sout heastern d i nbers Associ ati on;
Cahaba Ri ver Society; Cahaba Ri verkeeper;
Freshwat er Land Trust.

| hope you'll see the value of saving
this inportant piece of |and, keeping it open
for the future enjoynent of everyone.

Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Thank you.

MR. RODICK: | hope | stayed within
t hree m nutes.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: | have five

ot her people on this same green slip, so I'll

just call you and if you still want to speak,
we' |l continue to cone.

Peggy Qui nn.

M5. QUNN. I'mnot as tall as Larry.

Good norning, ny nane i s Peggy Quinn,
and |'mon the board of the Friends of Shades
Mount ai n, which has nom nated this tract.

t hank you, the board, and the staff for
all owi ng us to speak this norning.

Wil e the acreage of this property is
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small, its history is deep and its potentia
to return sonething to the Bluff Park
community, as well as to Hoover and

Bi r m ngham and Jefferson County is huge. The
Hal e Springs property holds the | ongest open
vi ew across Shades Vall ey that remains al ong
Shades Crest Road. You nmay hear that a | ot

t oday.

Bei ng a nountai ntop community with
beautiful views and fresh breezes has al ways
been the heart and soul of Bluff Park. I'm
sure indigenous people who first inhabited it
were drawn to its high elevation, the painted
sky at sunset, a forested valley with
abundant wildlife, and the creek running
t hrough. The paths they forged over and
across the nountain becane wagon trails for
nmount ai ntop resort visitors in the 1850s.

Settlers followed, including Gardner
Hal e who bought the resort property in 1863.
He and his famly were pioneers of Bluff
Park. The natural springs, their first water

source. The wagon trails becanme sone of the
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key roads that now lead to and from Bl uff
Park. Much of the valley is filling with
rooftops, and wildlife is not so abundant.

But there is still green space in Shades
Val l ey and the view toward Red Mountain
remai ns beautiful. The sunsets are
captivating and draw crowds to watch them
color the sky and tint the clouds. Ri ght now
the sunset crowds gather on the cl osed

busi ness lot on the bluff. But where wll
they go if another business opens there and
they're not wel cone?

| grewup in Bluff Park in the '60s

and ' 70s and have lived nost of ny adult life
there. For decades there was wonderful
public overl ook, nore of a small park across
fromthe old fire tower on Shades Crest Road.
As a small child I picnicked there with ny
famly at the concrete tables. As a teen, a
preteen, | roaned the trails below the bl uff
with friends, examned the silt bottom caves,
and clinbed the nagnificent boulders. As a

teenager, it was a perfect spot, a great
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destination, for a bicycle ride and hangout.
As a young adult, it was the perfect spot for
my dog and ne to sit for a while in silent
revel ry.

That overl ook no | onger exists. It
was divided in the md 1990s into five or six
small lots for big houses that commandeered
the view | fear that fate for the Hale
Springs property as there are crestside
houses built on stilts only a bl ock away.

Preserving the Hal e Springs property
could begin to restore a place for picnics,
rock clinbing, birding, sunset watching to
Bluff Park and the | arger conmunity.
Preserving this tract al so woul d save the
natural springs and the nountainside that
have historical value, both for Bluff Park
and early 20th century Birm ngham

Fri ends of Shades Muntain has
proposed the Bluff Park Preserve and the City
of Hoover has supported it in both its 2019
Conpr ehensi ve Master Plan and its 2024 Parks

and Public Spaces Plan. There is strong
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communi ty support, as evidenced by today's
turnout and the nore than 700 signhatures on
the petition calling for a Bluff Park
Preserve. W want to save a piece of the
natural | andscape that is Bluff Park's
history and its heart. It should also be its
| egacy.

Thank you very nuch.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Thank you.

Mac Martin.

MR. MARTIN. Good norning. My nane is
Mac Martin. |'mthe city planner for the
City of Hoover, Alabanma. |'mjoined by
M. Ken Ginmes, our city adm nistrator who
will be up shortly. You' ve heard sone of the
hi story, the background of Hale Springs as
its inportance to the Bluff Park comunity.

| want to share with you briefly sone
of the highlights that we see as a city in
havi ng the property preserved, not only for
hi storical preservation purposes, but also
for recreational purposes as well. As Peggy

nenti oned, we recently adopted a Park and
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Recreation Master Plan for the entirety of
our city. A sizable conmponent of this plan,
based on the public input that we received,
was that we needed to focus on devel oping a
trails network across our conmunity, not just
one that would serve our residents and give
them an opportunity to recreate and be able
to get frompoint Ato point Bin a fashion
ot her than autonobile. It also envisions our
connecting with the greater regional network
as well. This particular piece of property
that you have before you today is a linchpin
i n maki ng the connectivity happen.

The plan that we adopted envisions a
vast network of trails and greenways across
our city and connecting into the |arger
regi onal network. One geographic issue that
we have in making sone critical connections
is, of course, the Shades Crest Bluff and
bei ng able to connect our Bluff Park
community wth the Shades Creek area in the
val |l ey below. Sone of you may be well aware

of the beautiful multipurpose greenway path
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t hat Honmewood has acconpli shed al ong Shades
Creek, and you're probably aware that
Freshwat er Land Trust owns a consi derabl e
anount of frontage on Shades Creek, sone of
which is at the bottom of this nountain.

This vision that we have for this particular
property as noted in our Park and Recreation
Pl an envisions a preserve. This is a
mul tijurisdictional opportunity for several
muni ci palities and the county governnent to
cone together in order to facilitate a
preserve with a trail network that connects
Hoover to the greater regional network as far
as al so including existing greenway al ong
Shades Creek as well as potentially Red
Mount ai n Park, not far away.

So | wanted to present sone of these
techni cal aspects and present to you an
overvi ew of the plan and how it envisions
this site being a part of the overall
recreational trail network.

| certainly thank you for your tine

t oday.
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COW SSI ONER BLANKENSH! P:

| do have a

qguestion. Adjacent Jefferson County

property -- you're talking -- |I'm asking you

since you're the planning guy.
MR. MARTIN  Yes, sir.
COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:

| s that

zoned in any particular way, |ike, where

Jefferson County has that zoned for

i ndustrial or recreational use or any

restrictions on that property at all, or do
you know?
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | heard

agricul tural.

MR. MARTIN. An agricultural zoning

desi gnati on.
DR. MCCLI NTOCK:  Zone A?
MR MARTIN  Yes, sir.
COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P

Gi nmes.

Next i s Ken

Ken, good to see you in your role

there in Hoover.

MR GRIMES: Yes, sir. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:

| ' ve been
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wor king with you for decades in now O ange
Beach. [|I'mglad to have you cl oser to hone.

MR. GRIMES: As you said,

Conmi ssioner, it's an honor to be back. |
grew up in Bessener. | spent 23 years at
Orange Beach, 21 at the city, 15 as city
admnistrator. | said that -- since you
bring it up, thank you. |'mextrenely proud
to see the USA Today recognition a second
year in a row of the US Branyon Backcountry
Trails system And | fully intend to end ny
career in Hoover with giving it a run for the
noney with the newtrails program But it's
an honor to see those things.

This Hale Springs parcel is really
unique. | think nmy standpoint to you, being
here six nmonths, it's an entity that can
create a part of this partnership is that
really it brings together three things from
public, public, public, perspective of not
just the Gty of Hoover, but Gty of
Bi r m ngham and Jefferson County.

And as y'all discussed, this is an
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area that dealing wth Shades Muntain and
dealing with Shades Crest Road, all of the
things that go across there, it is a
linchpin. It really does create the
connectivity that with that plan that is in
your packet that the City of Hoover has
passed with the plans that Jefferson County
is working towards. And a |lot of that, as
you know, with the Freshwater Land Trust to
the south, on those parcels on Shades Creek.
That was the old Shannon |andfill.

So for ny life, not only going to that
landfill with nmy uncle's junkyard but al so
with the fact that we went to Lover's Leap.
And we'll just stop there as we tal k about in
the '80s. It was a very beautiful view

None of us had good cars.

The key is that it is a partnership
opportunity. And | think the question that
you probably have is, well, where does the
City of Hoover stand when it cones to
financial obligations and such. And,

obviously, today | can give you the fact that
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we're excited for the opportunity and we
woul d | ove to see that partnership between
the three governnental entities with other
private entities and nonprofits be able to
create sonething special in perpetuity for
everyone to enjoy. That viewis unique. |
got to see it the other day as | went up.
went up because we had a house fire, but I
knew we had this neeting. So we |ost one of
our historic houses, but the person was okay
as we got themout, but just below that. At
the end of the day, seeing the view, it is
sonet hing that the pictures don't do it
justice. And you really do need to see that
when it cones to being in the mddle of netro
Jefferson County. And | think for that, it
IS a unique opportunity besides the historic
val ue.

| just want to encourage you to see
that opportunity and that we are there as a
partner to sit at the table and figure out
what deci sions need to be made when it cones

to the future of operations of that facility
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and how it would interconnect with all our
trails.

Thank you for your tinme.

MR. PARNELL: Ken, could you tell us
anyt hi ng you know about the ownership of the
land and a little history. | realize you've
only been there a few nonths.

MR. GRIMES: You have people in the
roomthat know every detail. Because |'ve
been there only six nonths, |I don't know it
best. Could | refer to themfor that answer?

M5. MCCURDY: If we're going to have
soneone speaki ng, though, please cone to
the --

MR GRIMES: | just don't want to give
you the wong information.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: G ve your
nanme again for the court reporter, so she can

MR. RODICK: Larry Rodick from Friends
of Shades Mount ai n.

The question was about the ownership.

It's currently owned by a man nanmed Ron
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Roegner, and he bought it in the late '90s,
md '90s, late "90s fromthe Gl berts. Roy
G | bert was an ol der banker in Birm ngham
Some of you from Bi rm ngham renmenber Roy
Glbert. And he sold it to this man. And
he's been trying to sell it for six years
Wi th no success. He had sone devel opers | ook
it. It's very steep. | think that scared
themoff. That's all we know right now.

He is very concerned about it being
preserved. He just told several people,

i ncl uding sonme news reporters, that he wants

to see it preserved. W think he will be a
willing partner if you were to make an offer
to him But that's all | know.

Do you have any ot her questions about
t hat ?
MR. DARNALL: He owns the entire
par cel ?
MR RODICK: [It's actually two
parcels. It's two parcels that nake up the
triangle basically of this property that goes

down t he nount ai n.
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COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Dr. Sal oom

DR. SALOOM Has there been any
comuni cation, if you're privy to say,
between the City of Birm ngham and the
Freshwater Land Trust in terns of access to
this area, this triangle area as wel | ?

And the other question is, is there
accessi ble parking in that area for people to
be privy to that access to this triangle here
besi des Shades Munt ai n Road?

MR RODICK: Well, we just net with
Freshwat er Land Trust actually Tuesday and
tal ked about how this would fit in with their
trail plan for the county. And they're --
they're willing to ook at it. W haven't
really gotten down the road with them about
how it would connect. And it would have to
go through Jefferson County property, which
you nmay see on the maps is a sizable
property, over 400 acres down there bel ow
this tract. And we have not had tinme to work
with Jefferson County about that either. But

I think what we really need to do is get

Veritext Legal Solutions
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around the table with all the entities and
work that out. That's all | can tell you
ri ght now.

W do want to connect to their trai
systens, especially along Shades Creek.

MR. CHI LDERS. Shades Vall ey Crest
Road is on one of the boundaries of the
property.

MR RODI CK: Shades Crest Road.

MR. CHI LDERS: Wiere is the bluff in
relation to that road?

MR. RODI CK: The road runs al ong the

top of the nountain, and that property cones

off to the north steep fromthat road.

MR. CHILDERS: There's no access fro
that side to the property, right, unless y
fall off the bluff?

MR RODICK: W're going to have to
develop -- and that's sonething we're
pl anning to do, to help with the parking,
devel op sone parking spots al ong the road
there that allow people to get to the

trail heads.
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MR. CHI LDERS: There's no access from
t he other side because you' ve got to cone
across the Jefferson County property, right?

MR. RODI CK:  Unl ess we work sonething
out with themto cone up with --

MR. CHI LDERS: That's what --

MR. RODICK: There is a road at the
bottom Shannon Road, that runs al ong the
creek. But that would all have to be worked
out. It has not -- we've not approached that
yet.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Any ot her
guestions?

M. Har per.

MR. HARPER: On the map this TipTop
Gill site is actually a business on the
property now?

MR. RODICK: That's been cl osed
several years.

M5. MCCURDY: But the structure is
there, and it still is privately owed. The
busi ness owner has closed. But there is

potential that it could open back up if there
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was anot her commercial party.

MR HARPER. So if we get an
apprai sal, we would be appraising this
buil ding, or is the building not included?

M5. MCCURDY: |It's not -- there are no
structures on the nomnated track. It's just
next toit, right next toit. It's a point
of reference, but it is not part of this
tract.

MR. RODI CK: We've spoken to the owner
of the TipTop property, and he's willing to
be part of the Bluff Park Preserve, the four
properties that we plan to set up as a
preserve.

MR. GRIMES: Conmm ssioner, may | --

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Yes, sir.

MR. GRIMES: To your question, it does
concern us fromthe standpoint of our Public
Spaces Plan that it's private, and |'ve seen
tremendous terrain -- although this is very
steep, where |'ve seen trenendous terrain in
the city that has been devel oped so it has

potential. That's concerning on that side.
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To yours, |'ve been here six nonths I
know t hat the county nmanager who al so cane
fromBal dw n County, and the Gty of
Bi rm ngham woul d definitely be willing at
that point to start working those. And then,
lastly, with that building, that is the
current parking. So one of the questions is
woul d there be consideration -- there are
private parcels across the road. But there's
a signal there that stops so traffic slows at
that intersection where it connects. So the
city could be involved if that cane to that
for accessing a piece, building parking
there, and all the things that tie back to
t hat busi ness.

So there's a conbination of things
that woul d happen to try to give you that
ability to park for the public access.

MR. CH LDERS: |In sone of the
literature | received, it nentioned that the
property had been for sale since 2016. Has
anybody got an idea what that property has

been listed at price-w se?
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MR RODICK: He started out at $1
mllion and he dropped it $600, 000, the |ast
| heard.

MR GRIMES: So started at a mllion
and dropped to 600,000. | think the tax
records are a little bit below that for
Jefferson County for two parcels.

M5. QUNN. Could | add one comrent ?

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Pl ease gi ve
your nane again for the court reporter.

M5. QUNN. I'msorry, Peggy Quinn
with Friends. And | just wanted to nention
that we have letters of support fromthe
mayor of the City of Birm nghamas well as
Hoover and fromthe Jefferson County
Conmm ssi on chai rman and you shoul d have them
i n packets we provided today. But | just --
as far as cooperation, | just wanted to nake
sure you were aware.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Yes, ma' am
Thank you.

Next is Ken WIIs.

MR WLLS: [I'mKen WIls. |
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represent two groups today. |'mthe
presi dent of the Friends of Mdss Rock
Preserve. W're on the other side of Bluff
Park. And | al so represent Boy Scout Troop
21, which ny son is getting ready to eagle
out of that troop. Basically the Friends of
Moss Rock, we're commtted to hel ping them
build the trail down to the springs. W have
a lot of experience building trails for free
at Moss Rock. And The Troop 21 has commtted
to help maintain that trail. And | just
| earned Troop 93 is willing to help as well
on the other side of Bluff Park, so you' ve
got sone partners there.

I'"'malso a biologist. | got ny
bi ol ogy undergrad degree fromright here at
JSU. | was asked to help inventory the
plants and animals. W just started. They
asked me to do it in the dead of winter. And
so, so far we've got about 200 speci es.
About 150 of those are plants. The others
are birds and an assortnent of other things.

We put that iNaturalist. |If we've got nore
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time, we could probably find a | ot nore
plants and animals. The biology of this
tract is it is a nice nesic upland hardwood
forest wwth a little bit of pine. Normally,
when you get up on ridgetops and stuff, it's
real dry chestnut oak stuff. This is good
stuff with big tulip poplars, big northern
red oaks, big white oaks.

If you get down on the | ower end of
that triangle, you actually get a |l ot of the
spring epheneral wldflowers. And you have
sone sandstone, |ots of sandstone cliff
habitat, which I"'mnot as famliar wth sone
of those speci es.

But | think the nost significant
feature for this tract in terns of biology is
this 20 -- I"'msorry, 18 acres sits next to
660 acres. Part of it is owned by Jefferson
County, and part of it is owned by the
Freshwat er Land Trust. So by protecting this
18 acres, you can see how it juts and goes
down the nountain. |If they try to do another

devel opnment |ike Waterford Falls where they
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cut the side of the nountain down, that's
going to push the edge of the forest in and
fragnent this habitat nore. So by protecting
this habitat, this 20 acres, you're going to
hel p maintain this big block of unfragnented
forest that's used by nesting species |ike
the scarl et tanager.

And as previously nentioned, this is
about the only undevel oped | and at the top of
the bluff where you can actually get up to
the top of the bluff and access it fromthe
top of the bluff potentially. So there's a
| ot of potential for this area, you know, to
have recreational access fromthe top of the
bl uff down to Shades Creek and through al
t hese other lands. W've still got to work
out the details.

But, anyway, a lot of potential, and
we hope you guys buy this |and.

Thank you.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  As a fat her
of an Eagle Scout, I'll tell you

congratul ati ons on that.
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MR, WLLS: Alnost there. |f the
weat her hol ds this weekend.

M5. VHHTE: |'m Marjorie Wite,
chairman and director of the Birm ngham
Hi storical Society. Thank you for providing
those wwth an interest in preserving Hale
Springs the opportunity to provide you
I nf or mati on.

The freestone and chal ybeate wat er of
Hal e Springs on the rocky bluffs of Shades
Mountai n in Bi rm ngham have been known for a
mllennia. An ancient Indian trail |inking
t he Cahaba and Warrior Rivers cross the
nmountain, bringing many to these |ife-giving
waters. Gardner Hale, the New Engl and whi z,
who devel oped Daniel Pratt Cotton G n works
in Prattville into the world's largest in the
1840s and '50s, retired and purchased the
springs in 1863 and built up a resort
comunity on the nmountain in the Bluff Park
above.

In 1885, Hale's heirs subdivided his

vast hol di ngs, reserving the springs as,
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quote, Bluff Parc, P-A-R-C, a French idea of
a private park reserving the waters for those
who bought lots in the first subdivision on
Shades Mountain. 1885, a subdivision and a
communi ty became known for the park on the
bluff, Bluff Park. Hale's son, Daniel Pratt
Hal e, acquired the park, tinbered the site,
and built the Bluff Park Hotel. This
nountain resort attracted visitor from across
the south to take the waters and enjoy the
breat ht aki ng views and cool air. Al abanma
Stat e geol ogi sts declared the waters
benefici al .

In the 1920s with the advent of well
and later city water, the site di sappeared
frompublic view Fortunately, it attracted
the attention of the nation's premer park
pl anners, the A nsted brothers. Frederick
Law A nsted, Junior, son of Frederick
A nsted, founder of Central Park in New York
and the founder of the profession of
| andscape architecture in Anerica, |ed

O nsted Brothers. A nsted Brothers was then
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the | argest | andscape architecture practice
in the world and considered by nany to be the
finest. O nsted Brothers designed park
systens for Baltinore, Boston, Chicago,
Portl and, Seattle, Louisville, California,
and in 1925 produced a plan for the
Bi rm ngham regi on, a park systemfor
Bi r m ngham

The 1925 pl an descri bes the bluffs of
Shades Mountain as, quote, a rugged hill side
with its outcropping rock, both wild and
pi cturesque. The val ue of Shades Creek and
the precipitous northwesterly face of Shades
Mount ai n, the plan continues, offers perhaps
the best opportunity for enclosed natural
| andscape and inspiring broad outl ook in the
Bi rm ngham district. Factors the O nsted
brothers said pointed to the particul ar
fitness of this area to supply the essentia
functions of a park of netropolitan scale,
end quot e.

Today Hale Springs is an 18-acre site.

The only site along the Shades Muntain ridge
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that has escaped subdivision. |Its

acqui sition can nove one step closer towards

that park of nmetropolitan scale envisioned in
1925. A hundred years ago, Frederick Law

A nsted, Junior, managi ng partner of O nsted

Brothers, the nation's preem nent park

pl anning firmrecomended the acquisition of

the bluffs of Shades Mountain as a park.

Pl ease consider making this
acquisition a reality. And if you d like to
check ny quotes or review an dnsted plan, |
have copies here if anyone would |ike one. |
believe | sent one to you.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: You di d.

Thank you for sending that to ne.

| amjust a big enough nerd to read a
hundr ed- year-ol d docunent.

M5. WHITE: It's fascinating.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: And it was
fasci nating.

M5. WHI TE: And, you know, since we
reprinted it years ago, everybody has raised

their hand and we're either in there, we want
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to doit, or we're doing it. W are part of
the AQnsted vision. |It's sonething that has
caught on nationally and caught in our area.
We're just so fortunate that the forester who
brought A nsted to Birm ngham -- he woul d
have bought all this property, but
unfortunately, he died at the end of the
process. The opportunity is still there on
this small parcel. And with everybody el se
wor ki ng toget her, you could put together this
magni fi cent vision of a park of nmetropolitan
scal e.

Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Next is
Janet Hi neman.

M5. HI NEMAN. Hello. M nane is Janet
H neman, and | grew up at Bluff Park. And
Peggy and | were classmates a long tine ago.
| saw her Facebook, and she said there's a
neeting. | live in Jacksonville now [|I'ma
big bike rider. |1've used the trails here,
and | just wanted to tell you sonething, just

alittle quickly. | believe that this -- |
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took the tinme to print out some pictures.
This is Lover's Leap. | don't know if you
can see, but it's just gorgeous. | used to
go there. M husband used to go there. W
-- when we did get narried, but that's

besi des the point. That has nothing to do
withit. This is TipTop. It is just a
gorgeous view. M/ nother, who is now
deceased, she lived in Bluff Park. | would
even wal k from 2448 A d Briar Trail to go to
Ti pTop, which has the bluff. And then there
I's the beautiful, beautiful sunsets. And I
can tell you it's a God nonent when you | ook
out over the bluff. And | am 100 percent for
this, and | appreciate all you can do to nake
t hi s happen.

Thank you very nuch.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: The next
speaker is M. Jerry Joe Ingramon the Cooper
Branch nom nation. That's Tab 4B, page five.

MR. INGCRAM Hey, do you mind if Drew
goes before | do?

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Al'l right.
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The next speaker would be M. Drew N x on
t hat sane piece of property. 4B, page five.
MR. NI X: Cooper Branch tract, it's in
Shel by County, one of the fastest grow ng
counties here in the state and has been for
several years. This tract lays off -- south
of County Road 11 and ki nd of between Pel ham
and Chelsea. It's in the R dge and Vall ey
Provi nce whi ch nakes up roughly 9 percent of
the state. And breaking that down to an eco
regi on nunber four, it's on the southern
section on the ridges which is even snaller
than that nine percent. It's a very snall
ar ea.
The tract is approxi mtely 900 acres
in size. 1t's got spectacular views. the
el evations range to just over 1,000 feet
above sea level. It's full of m xed pine and
har dwood mature forest. It has oak, hickory,
popl ar, loblolly, shortleaf, and Montane
| ongl eaf trees onit. | also spent sone tine
on the tracts of a possible new site of

Boynt on oak, which is a sandstone dwarf oak
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that's very rare in the state. It's found
| ess than a mle away on Oak Mountain State
Park and al so found on y'all's Hi nds Road
outcrop piece outside of Gadsden. But a
pretty rare species. |'mchecking with
Patri ck Thonpson at the Auburn Arboretumto
do sone verification of those.

Anot her big thing, it's got great
habi tat for several endangered bat speci es.
[t's within the U S. Fish and Wldlife
Service range for Indiana bats, gray bats,
northern | ong-eared bats, and the proposed
endangered tricolored bat. That ruling
shoul d be out on it here before too awf ul
|l ong. These bats, the Indiana bat, there's a
known hi bernacula | ess than ten mles away at
Lake Purdy. The forest provides their
foraging habitat for nost of these bats,
ot her than the gray bat. They forage nostly
in the forest, but they also can have
maternity colonies where they raise their
pups in forested stands like this. 1It's got

a lot of species on it. They have
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exfoliating or rough sloughing bark that
these bats use as maternity trees.

That's about all I've got. |'mout of
time. Thank you for y'all's consideration.

MR. HARPER. One question. On the
map, there's a couple of blocks that are
bl ocked out. Wy are they blocked out? Are
there residents there or -- tell us the
situation on that |and.

MR NX M. Ingramis going to cover
that. He's the next speaker.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Jerry Joe

| ngram
MR INGRAM |'mJerry Joe | ngram
You nmentioned M. Ingram | didn't know ny

father was here today.

Thank you board and comm ssi oner for
having us here. The outparcels, if you | ook
at the map, there's three of them The one
that's kind of on the west side, that bel ongs
to the Shel by County Water Authority. They
have a water tank up there. They have an

al | -weat her crushed rock road to access that.
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And they go up there probably, you know,
several times a week just to check on the
water tower. That's a water main water |ine
easenent that |eads there that goes down to
t he nei ghborhoods and all that. So it

does -- that is an outparcel.

The ot her two outparcels -- when we
sent this nomnation in, the other two that's
kind of in the mddle of the property and one
that's kind of on the east side, those bel ong
to afamly nenber. At the tinme we were
doing this, the owner of the property has
since acquired those. So it could be at the
option of this board. He's not really
contributing any value to them He's bought
them They were outparcels so he bought them
to make themall continuous. |If you wanted
to include those outparcels in your
consi deration, you could, or he would sell it
like it was when it was presented to y'all.

The mi ddl e outparcel actually has a house on
it. It's one of the highest el evations on

the property. |It's actually -- the owner's
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son built it. He drilled down into sone rock
with sone rebar and built an |-beam frane and
built a | og cabin suspended above those
rocks. It has a 360-degree angl ed view
They said you can see four counties from up
there. | don't think | can see four
counties, but you can see a |long ways. |
know y'all don't like to buy anything with
structures on it. it's a conpletely tw to
t hree- bedroom | og cabin conpletely off the
grid. |If nothing else, you could maybe
repurpose it for a view ng deck or sonething
i ke that.

The other little outparcel that's on
the east side, that is nothing, just tinber
| and.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Any
guesti ons?

M. Parnell.

MR. PARNELL: Jerry, tell us about the
owner ship and the history of the | and.

MR. | NGRAM  The ownership, the

current owners owned it, | believe, about 15
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years. He bought it really for kind of a
famly venture. First, his whole famly was
going to build houses out there. They I|iked
it because it was a large tract of |and, one
of the largest tracts, | think, left in
Shel by County. And they were going to build
famly houses on it. And he's since bought a
farmand he has built there, but his son
built the house up there on top of the
plateau. Prior to that, I'mnot sure what
the ownership was. But the tinber has been
fairly well managed. So many big tracts you
go on, sonebody in the last 10 or 15 years
has gone in and cut a |lot of tinber.

To my know edge, Drew -- | don't know.
| don't -- it's probably been 20, at |east 30
years since there's been any tinber
harvested. So it's aesthetically a pretty
property.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:
Dr. Mdintock.

DR. MCCLI NTOCK:  Yes, does the Cooper

Branch -- the creek that runs down the m ddl e
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of it run year round, or is that just
peri odi c?

MR INGRAM | think it's got enough
springs charging in a very hot, dry sumrer, |
haven't actually seen it in a super, super
hot, dry sumrer. But it could slow down to a
trickle at that tine, but | think it's got
enough el evation off those tw n nountains
there that it's going to keep a pretty good
little steady streamcomng all the tine.

DR. MCCLI NTOCK: Thank you. And can
you speak to the potential managenent of the
property and the road infrastructure that
exists on it at present?

MR. INGCRAM There's one -- if you
| ook on the map, the west parcel where the
water tower is, there's a -- the county does
kind of maintain that to have good ingress
and regress. The road does go further past
there all the way to the property line. And
|'ve got just a regular Jeep. | can drive
every road on that in nmy Jeep, and | don't

need four-wheel drive. There's -- on the
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other twin -- that's twin nmountains. On the
twin mountain that's closest to Cak Park, Gak
Mountain State Park, there's a good road that
runs the ridge of the nountain. There's a
good road on it. And there's another good
road that goes to where that m ddl e out parcel
Is where the house is. All of those in a

t wo- wheel drive pickup truck you can get
around in.

DR. MCCLI NTOCK:  What about the
managenent ?

MR. INGRAM Basically just letting
Mot her Nature do its thing.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Dr. Sal oom

DR. SALOOM Are you saying that the
county manages the interior of this property
road?

MR. | NGRAM They nmaintain the road
that goes just to the water tower, just for
their own purposes of having to get up there
and do sanples and stuff |ike that.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you.

Next speaker is Chandl er G aham on the
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Davi dson Creek tract, Tab 3B, page four. 3B,
page four, Davidson Creek Tract.

MR GRAHAM |'mhere to speak on the
Davi dson Creek tract in Coosa County, where
Hat chett Creek runs, Socapatoy Creek runs,
and Hatchett Creek. |I'mreally here today
to, one, express interest of the | andowners
in continuing this process. | think y'all
have first appraisal back on this tract. So
we'd like for -- you know, to take the next
step and see where this goes. And, also, to
answer any questions and to invite any of
y'all that want to conme take a look at this
uni que piece of property to reach out. W'd
| ove to spend an afternoon with you on it.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Any
guesti ons?

(No response.)

MR. GRAHAM  Thank you.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Next
speaker is Chad Hoffman on the sanme property,
Davi dson Creek tract.

MR. HOFFMAN. My nane is Chad Hof f man.
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I"m programdirector at Coosa Riverkeeper.
|'ve had the |uxury of joining Keener and
Dr. Mcdintock out at the Davidson Creek
track. |'m|lucky enough to have a job where
| can spend tine at places |like that during
the weekday. But | think what's speci al
about it is it's the sane kind of place |
seek out on the weekends with ny wife, with
nmy friends, where | enjoy the kind of places
where it hol ds ecol ogi cal value, where it can
ki nd of restore you, reconnect you back to
your roots, back to nature. It truly does
feel wild. | first sawthis area as
paddl ed from Hatchett Creek 280 all the way
down to the Hatchett Creek takeout on 231.
As you are getting closer to 231, you hit
t he confl uence of Socapatoy and Hatchett
Creek. And it really is just truly one of
the nost beautiful places |I've seen. W hit
t hat confluence and honestly spent the rest
of the day there. W watched a famly of
deer cross over Socapatoy Creek, caught

redeye bass. W saw Coal darter sw nm ng
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around. And this was just a casual day
spending tinme out there.

But to | earn about this opportunity
for Forever WIld, | felt very passionate that
| needed to cone share, one, ny persona
feelings about it, but also froma
prof essi onal standpoint | truly believe this
pl ace hol ds significant value for the State
of Al abanma. Hatchett Creek, Socapatoy Creek,
Davi dson Creek is prime habitat for the Rocky
Shoals Spider Lily. |It's prinme habitat for
so many diverse species that we're |ucky that
we have here in Alabama. And | think there's
endl ess opportunity out here, whether it's
froma recreation standpoint with trails. |
know a | ot of whitewater kayakers enjoy
Socapatoy Creek. And | know many angl ers
i ke nyself who have pins all up and down
every body of water that we m ght can find
around Coosa County. |It's a significant
area. It holds great inportance to ne, but |
know in a state where we have so nuch private

land | feel lucky tolive in a state and
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recogni ze the hard work that y'all put in to
try to create nore public |Iand and public
access in the State of Alabama. So | | ook
forward to seeing nore of this opportunity
pur sued.

And thank you for taking tine to
listen to all of us and for giving us tine to
share our thoughts and feelings. And, yeah,
t hank you guys.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you.

Qur | ast speaker is Justinn Overton on the
sane property, the Davidson Creek tract.

M5. OVERTON: Good norning. And
wel cone to the Coosa River Basin. Thank you
so nuch to Jax State for hosting us today.

My nanme is Justinn Overton. | have the

pl easure of protecting the waterway that |

| earned how to swmin, boat on, |earned how
to properly and safely junp off rocks, but

al so to paddl e on.

One of the reasons that |'m so
passi onate about this river systemis because

It suffered the greatest nmass extinction in
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North American history. And one of the
places that I'mhere to tal k about today, the
Davi dson Creek tract, is home to tons of

bi odi versity despite the fact that this river
system | ost over 36 species when it was first
dammed. So the ecol ogical value that this
particular area provides is very special and
uni que because the Coosa River is such a
devel oped river system \hether it be you're
a | ake person or a creek person, Coosa

Ri ver keepers' interest in protecting water
quality coincides wth your m ssion of
protecting | and and provi di ng spaces for
famlies to practice the intergenerationa
traditions of hunting and fishing and hiKking
t oget her.

So I"'mvery excited that this
particul ar piece of property -- |'ve been
able to visit nyself. Coosa Riverkeeper has
submtted a formal |etter of support that has
sonme pictures.

If you haven't been able to visit,

pl ease take Chandl er up on the opportunity to
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go see it. This creek is not only beautifu
and provides habitat to sone of the nost
special critters that still remain in the
Coosa River Basin, but paddling this creek is
extraordi nary because a lot of places in

Al abama you paddl e and you still see -- you
see hones when you pass by, but this
particul ar section of Hatchett Creek is a

pl ace where you do -- you are able to unplug
and truly enjoy the great outdoors that I
know t hat each of you are interested in
protecting.

Thank you so nmuch for what you do. |If
you have any further questions about Coosa
Ri ver keeper or about the particul ar species
that are in this waterway, |I'd be nore than
happy to answer.

Thank you.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you,
Justinn.

That's all the public comments. W'l
now nove to go into executive session. By

regul ati on, appraisal values are confidenti al
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during periods of negotiation. Accordingly,
in order to discuss tract and apprai sal

val ues, the board will need to go into recess
for executive session.

Is there a notion for the board to now
recess to attend an executive session?

DR. SALOOM  So noved.

MR. HARPER: Second.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Mbved by
Dr. Sal oom and seconded by M. Harper.

As | call your nane, please state your
position on the notion to recess. Those in
favor indicate by saying aye. Those opposed
i ndi cate by sayi ng nay.

Chri s Bl ankenshi p, yes.

M. Childers?

MR CHI LDERS: Aye.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P
M. Parnell?

MR. PARNELL: VYes.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: M. Har per ?

MR. HARPER:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Dr. Howel | ?
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DR HOWELL: Yes.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:
Dr. Mcdintock?

DR MCCLI NTOCK:  Yes.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:
Dr. Neumann?

DR. NEUVMANN:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: M. Cates?

MR, OATES: Yes.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P
M. Darnall?

MR, DARNALL: Yes.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Dr. Sal oonf?

DR SALOOM  Yes.
COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P
Ms. Stanley?
M5. STANLEY: Yes.
COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  For the

record, Ms. Stanley has joined us and w ||

joining us in executive session. So that is

unani nrous. W'l now enter into executive.
It is 10:53. We plan to return in

approximately 20 m nutes.
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(Of the record.)

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: W are back
from executive session. It is 11:20. W'|
pi ck back up on the agenda with the program
status reports.

Ms. McCurdy.

M5. MCCURDY: Al right. Good
nor ni ng, everybody. For those in the crowd,
["'mPatti McCurdy. |I'mdirector of the State
Lands Division for the Departnent of
Conservati on.

At this point every neeting we run
t hrough the financial information, kind of
the financial status to help the board,
rem nd the board of the properties you have
already directed ne and ny staff to work
toward acquisition on, and to |et you know
how nmuch noney you woul d have avail abl e t oday
if you wanted to nmake any additional notion.

Il wll start with your Tab 2A. |If you
woul d, you have sone updated information
slightly in your green folder, your kind of

yell om sh color page. So that's what |I'm

Veritext Legal Solutions
877-373-3660 800.808.4958



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

N ONNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N P O © 0 N O N~ W N B O

Page 56

going to be running through.

The tracts that we have in sone
portion of our due diligence process prior to
the actual acquisition closing that we're
wor ki ng on are the follow ng: Bon Secour
Ri ver Wetl ands Addition, Bal dw n County;
Heron Bay Wetl ands Addition, Mobile County;
Lillian Swanp Bl ackwater Addition, Baldw n
County; Sipsey R ver Swanp-Brownville
Addi tion, Tuscal oosa.

And taking those tracts into
consi deration, several of which benefit from
sonme formof grant |everage funding. Taking
that into account you have approxi mately 30
mllion available for action, if you so
chose. So that's kind of the -- where you're
at noney-w se.

| also would like to note on the
second page of your Tab 2A, that is where we
just keep a running list of the tracts that
we have closed in the prior fiscal year and
the current fiscal year, as well as the

tracts that you asked us to close but we were
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unable to close for sone reason and are now
noted as declined. One of those that |
wanted to nentioned that had noved on to that
page as a declined tract since the |ast
neeti ng was the Skyline WVA- Fowl er Cove
Addition. After sonme ongoing efforts and
talking with the | andowner, we're just not
going to be able to get agreenent on
apprai sed value and the val uati on of that
property. So that is now considered
decl i ned.

So | just wanted to highlight that.
That is one recent change | wanted you to be
awar e of .

Any questions on the acquisition and
cl osing status?

(No response.)

M5. MCCURDY: Al right. [If you'l
| ook at Tab 2B. That is also kind of one of
the yel |l ow pages that was in your green
folder. 1'd like to kind of update you on
the status of the stewardship fund. Each

fiscal year you authorize and commt a
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certain anmount of noney fromthe stewardship
fund that can be used for the |and
managenent, mai ntenance, and sone inproved
recreational inprovenents on our properties.
You had commtted -- we had commtted 2.5

mllion for this fiscal year. To date you

have approximately 1.6 mllion of that to
finish out the fiscal year. | think we're
fine. | currently don't know of any reason

that's not going to be sufficient for current
needs. That includes the work we're doing
and the recent purchases on the hog traps,
caneras, et cetera, related to the feral
swne mtigation effort. So you are seeing
that noney tick down. But we're fine, |
bel i eve, going through the end of the fisca
year.

We also note on Tab 2B, as is further
detailed on 2C the informati on we are
provi ded each quarter by the treasurer's
office, and the current net asset val ue of
the stewardship fund is about 46.9 mllion.

For the benefit of the audience, | will note
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that for each acquisition, funding has to be
transferred to the stewardship fund. And
that is designed to perpetually care for al
the needs of these properties so that the
programis self-sustaining and self-
supporti ve.

So | appreciate the treasurer's office
assi stance nanagi ng those funds and al so
keepi ng us up-to-date on the status.

Any questions on stewardship fund, 2B
or 2C, information?

(No response.)

M5. MCCURDY: All right. [If you
woul d, keep flipping. W are going to go
into Tab 3 and Tab 3A. This is the portion
of the neeting where | give updates on the
status of the nom nations that you have nmade
notions for appraisals, the first appraisals,
the first step toward acquisition. |'m going
to detail -- each neeting | detail every
tract that you have nade that notion on and
account for where it is in that process.

So | want to run through the
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apprai sals that we have back and that are --
therefore, nake these tracts avail able for
addi tional notions if you so choose.

The Bl ackwat er Ri ver SOA-C apper
Addition, Baldwin County. | want to note on
that one -- and we'll tal k about you have
al so information in your packet which woul d
be your Tab 5C, running through sone
information. W had a reduction of acreage.
That's not Clapper. That's Lillian. ['m
sorry, |'ve gone off -- wong tract. | need
nore caffei ne.

| should have nentioned previously
when we were discussing Tab 2A, but we'll get
toit later, that if you'll flip back to 2A
with me for just a second. M apol ogi es.

The Bon Secour River Wetlands Addition --
you can tell |'m nuddling ny Bal dw n County
tracts. W have discovered through our
normal due diligence work that the acreage
that we can obtain title to that were not
al ready part of adjoining acreage has reduced

that tract from81l acres to 67 acres. [ 11
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get to that later. I|I'mgoing to ask the
board for discussion on that later. But
since | messed up just now, skip that. Let
me go back.

"' m now back on Tab 3A. So, agai n,
avai |l abl e appraisals. Blackwater River
SOA- Ol apper Addition, Cathedral Caverns State
Par k- Gurl ey Drive Addition, Davidson Creek
tract, Coosa County; Historic Blakeley State
Par k- Pye Addition, Baldwin; Red Hi|lls-Section
23, Monroe County; and Red Hills-Sw ft
Addi tion, Mnroe County; West Fowl River
Tract, Mbbil e.

Just a reminder, if we have discussion
on the Red Hills tracts, we, again, have
several Red Hills tracts. W'IlIl need to keep
straight if we have any di scussion which Red
Hlls tract you're on. The one appraisal
that you notioned for that has not yet been
conpl eted by the appraiser -- it is in
process -- is the FreedomHi|ls WVA-Sutton
H Il Addition. And so those are all the

appr ai sal s.
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I wll nmention that the forestry
comm ssion is working on -- or working with
them on the Dugdown appraisal. But they are

covering those costs, so you don't see that
one on here. But we are actively working
t oget her on that one.

So of the appraisals that we have
in -- that's not accounting for Dugdown.
That's not accounting for FreedomHills --
that's approximately $11 mllion worth of
property that are currently pending in that
st at us.

Sorry for my confusion. But are there
any questions on Tab 3A, the appraised
nom nati on status?

(No response.)

M5. MCCURDY: Okay. We'll keep noving
then. |If you will, as always, now turn to
Tab 5A.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Wil e we
are noving to Tab 5A, | would like to
recogni ze Dr. Tolley-Jordan who is a forner

Forever WIld board nenber that is a professor
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here at Jax State. And | do see her in the
audi ence there. Many of us served with
Dr. Tolley-Jordan during her tine on the
Forever WIld board. So thank you for joining
us today and reliving the glory days of your
career as a board nenber.

M5. MCCURDY: On behalf of staff, |
want to thank you for being here. And we so
val ued your trenendous participation and w se
stewardship on this board and just your help
tous. So it's a personal privilege fromthe
podium Thank you very nuch.

Al right. Tab 5A, during each
neeting | give you a status of sort of our
efforts to secure sone type of |everage
fundi ng, partnership funding, grant funding,
what ever staff can cone up with to contribute
to or offset the cost of potential nom nation
acquisitions. So I'mgoing to run through
the status of the properties we currently
have sone opportunities on and where they are
in the process.

Currently, we have the Bon Secour
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Wet | ands Addition, the one | just nentioned.
That is benefiting froma National Coast al
Wet | ands Conservation Grant Programthat is
contributing 69 percent towards the val uation
and, also, fire lane installation, prescribed
burn, and trail developnent. So sone
addi ti onal stewardship help fromthat grant.
That one as well -- that one is, again, in
the acquisition closing process.

| nmentioned before that we have had a
declined status given to Skyline WVA- Fow er
Cove, which it also had -- has had sone
support opportunity.

The nomi nations that are currently
apprai sed that we just ran through that have
sone | everage potential include the
Bl ackwat er Ri ver SOA-Cl apper Addition.

That's one of the tracts that Chuck and the
Wldlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division
has avail abl e and has agreed to commt sone
Pi t t man- Robert son fundi ng towards that one to
reduce that to a 75/25 split, with the 25

percent approxi mate val uati on acreage goi ng
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to Forever Wld. There is a map that's
showi ng the proposed split between Wldlife,
whi ch would hold title to their acreage
t hrough the grant funding, and the Forever
W d acreage that is provided in Tab 3B.
They're -- the exact split was going to
result fromkind of a conpleted anal ysis on
the valuations. Al the structures are on
Wldlife's acreage. And so we're tying down
t he exact, exact amount. But it's been now
apprai sed, and we can do that precisely to
get to that 75/25 split.

Red Hi Il s-Section 23 also has Pittman-
Robertson potential and has the appraisal
back, has a split map that we're
doubl e-checki ng based on that. W'IIl be very
cl ose.

And, also, the Red H Il s-Sw ft
Addi tion has opportunity to apply sonme U S
Fish and Wldlife Section 6 Recovery Land
Acqui sition funding on that 75/25 basis.

Again, the split map in Tab 3B.

On any of those properties, if the

Veritext Legal Solutions
877-373-3660 800.808.4958



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

N ONNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N P O © 0 N O N~ W N B O

Page 66

board did decide to nmake a notion and nove
forward | gave sone exanple notions sinply --
the same notion. |It's just sinply noting
that it's contingent upon the contribution of
the Pittman-Robertson fund. Oherwise, it's
a normal notion.

Update, | hate to report this, but as
you may recall we had been invited by NOAA to
apply for sonme funding that woul d have
provi ded a 100 percent |and acquisition
potential for the West Fow River Tract. W
submtted that grant, and it just was not
selected in the end. So | wanted to let the
board know the tract has been apprai sed.

It's fine as to its board's status. | just
-- we weren't successful in trying to get
t hose additional funds.

Look to the shortlist and potenti al
there. W tal ked about the Dugdown Mbuntain
Corridor. Again, that appraisal in already
in process. Really nothing for the board to
do on that at this tine.

M. QCates, do you want to give any
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update on that?

MR. OATES: W are, as you said, in
process with the appraisal. And we should
hopeful Iy have all that ready by the next
neeti ng.

M5. MCCURDY: And our staff and
forestry comm ssion staff has been working
toward a split map. We also -- we haven't
been able to delineate that. |[|'Ill have that
for the next neeting.

Al right. Just regular updates that
we do. We're continuing with the grant we
received fromthe National Fish and Wldlife
Foundati on Cunberl and Pl ateau Sout hern
Appal achi an Fund. The grant that we received
there to establish a shortleaf pine forest on
the Little Rver Canyon tract. That work is
progressi ng and no issues there.

We're continuing to work with the Gl f
of Mexico Energy Security Act, the GOVESA
fundi ng, that Governor |vey awarded that w |
support i nprovenents on both the

Mobi | e- Tensaw Delta Bartram Canoe Trail and
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the Perdido River Canoe Trail. And that
architect for the shelter, sone overnight
shelters and sone i nprovenents to existing
shelters, architect that we're required to
retain has been retained and i s working on
that. W're progressing. Not all of those
I nprovenents will be on Forever WIld
property, but sone of themwll. And the
connectivity that will give and the
addi tional options for paddlers to have
different |lengths of stops accommodati ng
different abilities and sone ADA
i nprovenents. W are excited about the
wholistic result of that.

Any questions on grant status in Tab
5A?

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: W di d
mention earlier about |nnovate Al abama and
the work on Col dwater Mountain. | see T.C

McLenore with I nnovate Alabama is here with

us. | nnovat e Al abama board has commtted to

$1.1 mllion toward inprovenents in and

around Col dwat er Mountai n and t he nountai n

Page 68
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bi king facilities here. That project is
underway. There will be new trails and sone
ot her anenities around the trails. And
really expanding that to try to get it into
at |least a silver designation, Internationa
Mount ai n Bi ki ng Associ ation, Silver
Designation. So a |lot of good work going on
there. That was not included on the neno
today. But after seeing T.C and

Dr. Lindblomwho's very instrunental in

hel ping with that in the audience, | did want
to nmention that. That is -- work is being
done on the Forever WIld property at no cost
to Forever WIld, through this cooperation and
partnership with I nnovate Al abanma.

Sorry.

M5. MCCURDY: No, that's great. We'l]|
try to coordinate and track sonme of that in
our meno.

kay. Then we are ready to nove to
the review of the shortlist nomnation. |If
you would, turn to Tab 4. And for the

benefit of the audience, a bit of process.
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Each nom nation that we receive, the way the
constitutional anmendnent form ng the program
is witten, any tract can be nom nated by any
menber of the public. So we receive the
nom nation. Once we have a good idea of the
scope of that nom nation and the exact tract
I nvol ved, our next step is to send a willing
seller letter to the | andowner to confirm
that that | andowner is okay with their tract
bei ng di scussed in public and being
considered by this board. It contains no
obligation to the | andowner other than if we
need access to evaluate the tract. But it
does clearly denonstrate that we have a
wi I ling | andowner who wants to sell their
property because that's the only type of
transaction this board pursues.

That's our next step. Once we have
that willing seller letter signed and
confirmed, each tract is eval uated under four
categories; nature preserve, genera
recreation which can include hunting, but

then specifically wildlife nmanagenent area,
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speci al opportunity area, hunting type
properties, and then state park acreage. So
each tract is reviewed and scored in those
four categories. The tracts conpete anobngst
thenselves in the northern, central, and
southern district. A tract has to score in
the top three of at | east one of those four
categories to nake it into -- make it on to
the shortlist. Now, sone properties score
across all or several different categories.

But that's how a tract gets on the
shortlist.

W al so have tracts that are zeroed
out or not scored for some reason because we
could not -- our evaluation showed they
either could not be utilized or additional
wor k needed to be done to see if they could
be utilized.

The list |I'mrunning through today
represents those that have scored and had the
top three scores in at |east one of the four
categories in their district. And those

tracts would be avail able to the board,
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either for a notion for first appraisal or
interest by the board but wants additi onal
information or additional work done on the
tract. If you'll let nme know that when we
get to the general discussion, we can pursue
that. So the tracts that are currently on
the shortlist include: Bon Secour River-Cook
Road Addition, Baldw n County; Cooper Branch
Tract, Shel by County; Dugdown Mbuntain
Corridor, O eburne County. Again, that one
I s al ready under appraisal, so nothing would
be notioned for that one. Hale Springs
Tract, Jefferson County; Red Hill s-Beaver
Creek Tract, Monroe County; Riverton
Community Hunting Area, or CHA, Pickw ck
Shoreline Addition, Colbert; and Upper Delta
Managenent Area -- WIdlife Managenent Area,
or Upper Delta WWA-Stiggins Lake Addition,
Bal dwi n County. Those are the tracts that
are procedurally available for first
apprai sal noti ons.

MR. HARPER: Ms. Patti.

M5. MCCURDY: Yes, sir.
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MR. HARPER: Explain to ne, again, the
Dugdown Mbunt ai n has never been formally
nom nat ed, but appraisal is going on in
conjunction with the Forestry Comm ssion; is
that correct?

M5. MCCURDY: |It's never -- you never
made a notion for first appraisal because you
didn't have to. The Forestry Conm ssion is
at its own expense pursuing that, that
appraisal. So you've done -- all that can be
done at this stage is being done to continue
processing that nom nation for potentia
pur chase.

MR. HARPER. So we may not nom nate
it. After we get the appraisal, we will |ook
at it then?

M5. MCCURDY: Correct. Any additiona
guestions on the shortlist itens?

(No response.)

M5. MCCURDY: Ckay. Conmi ssioner,
that runs through ny program status reports.

| think we're ready to go into general

di scussion unless |I've m ssed sonething or

Veritext Legal Solutions
877-373-3660 800.808.4958



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
W N P O © 0 N O N~ W N B O

Page 74

sonebody el se has a question before we go
i nto general discussion.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Now we' | |
enter into general discussion where notions
are generally made on properties and ot her
itenms. |Is there any discussion from nenbers?

Dr. Sal oom

DR. SALOOM | would like to nmake a
notion that we begin the Red Hill s-Beaver
Tract section, 726 acres, for a first
apprai sal and possi ble notion to purchase.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  That's
Dr. Saloom Dr. Sal oom has nade a notion for
first appraisal. W'd have to have that
bef ore we can nove to second appraisal.

Is there a second?

M5. STANLEY: Second.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Seconded by
Ms. Stanley. Any discussion on that? All
those in favor, please raise your hands.

(I'ndi cati ng)
M5. MCCURDY: Comm ssioner, we have

ten.
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COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Ckay.
Motion carries. Thank you.

DR MCCLI NTOCK:  Conmi Ssi oner
Bl ankenshi p.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Yes,
Dr. Mdintock.

DR. MCCLINTOCK: 1'd like to nom nate
t he Davidson Creek tract in Coosa County for
second apprai sal and purchase.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  |s there a
second?

MR. DARNALL: [|'Il second that.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Davi dson
Creek tract, second appraisal, nove to
pur chase. Motion by Dr. MCintock and
seconded by M. Darnall. So that's the
Davi dson Creek tract, second appraisal and
nove to purchase. All those in favor, please
rai se your hand.

(I'ndi cating)

M5. MCCURDY: We have nine. Please

keep your hands up.

Conmm ssi oner, we have ni ne.
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COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Mot i on
carries. Thank you.

DR NEUMANN: 1'd like to nake a
nmot i on.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:

Dr. Neumann.

DR. NEUMANN: | personally know this
Upper Delta WWMA-Stiggins Lake. It's a great
place. | grewup in that delta. And this
conpl etes our Forever WId acreage in that
area, or a big part of it anyway.

MS. MCCURDY: l''msorry. Dr. Neunmann,
if you could speak into your m crophone a
little bit.

DR. NEUMANN: |'d like to nake a
notion for the board to proceed with first
apprai sal of the Upper Delta WWA-Stiggins
Lake Additi on.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: |Is there a
second?

VR. DARNALL: "Il second that.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Seconded by

M. Darnall. This is for a first appraisa

Page 76
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on the Upper Delta-Stiggins Lake Addition.
Al'l those in favor, please raise your hand.
(I'ndi cating)
M5. MCCURDY: | think | got eight. |

have eight for yes. Can | see the hands for

no?

Are you no, M. Childers? Then we
have -- | didn't count you. It is a |long
line. Please raise your hands, please, if
you're a yes.

(I ndi cati ng)

M5. MCCURDY: We have ni ne.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Mbti on
carries for the first appraisal, Upper
Delta-Stiggins Lake. All right.

MR. OATES: Conmi ssi oner.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: M. Qates.

MR, OCATES: | would like to nove for

second appraisal on the Swift Addition. Red

Hills-Sw ft Addition contingent upon the
Pi t t nan- Robert son funds.
Second.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Mbti on was

a
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made by M. Cates, seconded by Dr. Sal oom for
a second apprai sal and nove to purchase on
the Red Hills-Swift Addition contingent upon
the Wldlife and Freshwater Fisheries
Di vision of the Departnent of Conservation
and Natural Resources providing 75 percent of
the purchase price. |Is that correct?

MR OATES: You said it better than I
coul d.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Any
di scussion on that?

(No response.)

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Al'l those
in favor, please raise your hand.

(I ndi cating)

M5. MCCURDY: We have ten on that one,
Conmmi ssi oner .

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  That notion
carri es.

MR OATES: 1'd like to make the sane
notion for Red Hills-Section 23 Addition.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: M. Qates

has made a notion for second appraisal and
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nove to purchase contingent on Wldlife and
Freshwat er Fisheries Division provides 75
percent of the funding for the Red
Hll-Section 23. Do | have a second?

MR. CHILDERS: 1'Il second.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Seconded by
M. Childers. Any discussion on that?

(No response.)

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Al'l those
in favor, please raise your hand.

(I ndi cati ng)

M5. MCCURDY: Again, we have -- no, we
have ten.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Mbti on
carries.

I"'mcatching up. Gve ne just a
second, pl ease.

Any ot her discussion? Ceneral
di scussi on?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you.

On the Hales tract -- Hales --

M5. MCCURDY: Spri ngs.
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COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  The Hal e
Springs Addition, there was a | ot of
conversation about that, a |lot of materials
provi ded. Know ng the rest of the
rel ationship that we have with Hoover and
with Ken Ginmes and others, before the next
neeting can you or the staff have sone
di scussions with themand the Freshwater Land
Trust and Jefferson County on how we could --
if there's a possibility on how that could be
managed for public access.

M5. MCCURDY: Yes, we can do that.

And 1'll start with Ken. And | think we can

gain sonme additional information and bring

that back to the board. Happy to do that.
Know Ken well. That wll be fine.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you.
Putting you on the spot, Ken.

M5. MCCURDY: WAve your magi ¢ wand,
Ken.

MR GRIMES: Can you fix trash
problens? |[|'ll take that too.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Go ahead

Veritext Legal Solutions
877-373-3660 800.808.4958



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

N ONNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N P O © 0 N O N~ W N B O

Page 81

Wi th your m scell aneous reports.

M5. MCCURDY: Ckay. |If the board
menbers would turn to Tab 5, this is the
portion of the nmeeting where there are itens
that | either just need to update you on or
that | need or would like, or need dependi ng,
a notion or feedback fromthe board on sone
topics. So this is usually where | initiate
qguestions and di scuss notions that you may or
may not want to nake.

"Il direct you first to Tab 5B. This
I's our standard report of the nom nations
t hat have either been on the shortlist or
apprai sed nom nations list for so |ong that
we normal ly procedurally renove them unl ess
we have a request froma board nenber to keep
themon. As |ast neeting, Dugdown Mountain
pops up solely because it is the |ength of
the grant process. |If anyone is going to ask
for that to continue, | would ask if it m ght
be possible and okay if we just consider that
one a hold until we get the appraisal back.

Because, otherw se, |I'mgoing to have to ask

Veritext Legal Solutions
877-373-3660 800.808.4958



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N

N ONNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N P O © 0 N O N~ W N B O

Page 82

you this -- hopefully we'll have it back.
But we'll keep it on if that's okay. |If
sonebody wants to suggest that --

MR. OATES: | would |ike to ask that,
Patti.

M5. MCCURDY: Okay. | will do that.

MR. CHI LDERS: Do you need a notion?

M5. MCCURDY: No, sir. This just
takes one board nenber. So | just wanted to
say -- in case we don't -- if we don't have
it noved to the apprai sed nom nations in the
next nmeeting, since | have board perm ssion,
we're just going to allow that one to stay on
the shortlist. Al right. That one was easy
enough. | wanted to warmyou up with an easy
one.

Al right. If you'll look at Tab 5C
| referenced earlier that as part of our
standard due diligence, title opinion review,
survey review, et cetera, we discovered that
on the Bon Secour Wetl ands Addition that the
| andowner actually did not own all of the

acreage. This was not an intended
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m srepresentation. | think this was sone
confusi on on sonme boundary lines. But it
cane to light, as it always does if there's
an issue, during the title opinion review.

If you'll |ook at your map, attached to Tab
5C we have gone in and we have clarified the
adj acent boundari es and wor ked through the
i ssues. And so what you see in blue on the
map woul d be the areas that would fall out.
VWhat would remain is in red. As with any
time we have a change in acreage, a change to
a nom nation, our staff goes through a
process to evaluate the changed acreage to be
sure that the evaluation score would not have
been i npacted, that access remains, we're not
losing an area with a habitat that's the
basis of the purchase, et cetera. W have
conpl eted that eval uation, and we see there's
not hi ng adverse to the tract or no reason not
to nove forward. However, it is a change in
acreage. And | don't nove forward on changes
-- with a change in acreage like this wthout

com ng back to you and conferring and aski ng
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for a notion if you want to proceed.

Questions?

MS. STANLEY: Question, Ms. Patti.

|"m | ooking at the map, and | see that the
14 acres reduced al ready bel onged to us.

M5. MCCURDY: A portion of that, yes.

M5. STANLEY: A portion of that. So
what is the corresponding reduction in price?

M5. MCCURDY: Yes --

M5. STANLEY: O is there a new --

M5. MCCURDY: W do. W have go back
to the appraiser, the sanme appraiser, and ask
himto update. W are in that process. | do
not have the resulting valuation for you.

But if you are good with continuing with the
process, then | would need a notion. And we
woul d continue to nove forward wi th cl osing
at the resulting revaluation, or we'll just
hold on this and cone back to you after that
valuation. W are -- thisis a
grant-supported tract, and we are working
with the grantor to get the grant anended. |

don't expect any problemwth that, but we're
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al so doing that.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: |Is there a
notion? A question?

MR. CHI LDERS: A question. Are we in
the process of appraisal and purchase or
second apprai sal ?

M5. MCCURDY: Yes, sir. It was in the
cl osing process. You had told us to go get
it, and we were trying to get it and in doing
our usual due diligence discovered this.

MR. CH LDERS: | nmeke a notion we hold
where are were until we see the appraisal.

M5. STANLEY: Second.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: So just to
make sure | understand what your -- the
nmotion is. It's alittle bit different than
in the meno. So you're asking just to hold
until we get the appraisal back?

M5. MCCURDY: And actually -- yes,

asking to hold or we can -- wth no action at
all, without a notion for ne to continue with
this change in acreage, | would not --

W t hout a positive notion, | wouldn't
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conti nue anyway. But | would |Iike sone
feedback fromthe board. |If there's -- if
you want to proceed or you want to hold. So,
yes, you could take that as a notion to
direct staff not to proceed with closing
until we come back to the board with the

revi sed apprai sal val ue.

MR. CHILDERS: That was the intent of
nmy notion.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: All right.
Does everybody understand that? |s there any
clarification needed?

Al'l those in favor of getting the --
havi ng t he updat ed apprai sal at the next
neeting and then deciding to nove forward
with the property, please raise your hand.

(I ndi cati ng)

M5. MCCURDY: | believe that carries.
[t's nine.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Mbti on
carries. Thank you.

M5. MCCURDY: All right. If you wll

now just -- Tab 5D is the next matter to
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bring forward. As you've seen in previous
neeti ngs, we sonetinmes have individuals or
conpani es conme to us asking for various types
of easenents across the Forever WId acreage.
We currently have a requested easenent from
Al abama Power that inpacts the Barbour

WVA- RMack Addition. There is an attached
map. There is a larger project Al abama Power
Is undertaking that is converting to
underground utilities. And part of the new
path crosses Barbour WWA. The power conpany
has a current easenent that you see, that
black line. But the path they need to go

wi th the underground, this new underground
effort, is the red line. And so we did our
usual evaluation to be sure that granting of
t he easenent, the work being done to take the
utilities underground would not create a

di sturbance or have an adverse inpact to the
tract or inpact the habitat or access or
recreation or anything like that. The staff
has no concern about the request.

As usual we have i nforned Al abana
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Power that they will bear the cost of the
apprai sal work that will be needed because it
Is a transfer of an interest in the | and

t hrough the easenent and any survey cost and
then, of course, have to pay the appraised
value of that. But we normally do not -- |
do not like to ask conpanies to proceed with
that without a -- and that expense w t hout
board approval for the granting of the
easenent .

If the board agrees with the power
conpany's request for the easenent, |'ve
given you a sanple notion to nake it easy, or
you can take no action. |It's up to the
boar d.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Dr. Sal oom

DR. SALOOM | nmke a notion for the
board to approve staff proceeding with
efforts to grant Al abama Power Conpany
easenent related to the Barbour County
WVA- RMack Addition as descri bed.

MR. PARNELL: Second.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Seconded by
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M. Parnell. Any discussions or questions on
t hat ?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: All those
in favor --

M5. MCCURDY: | would normally
condition that expressly on the conpany
payi ng the cost of the survey and appraisals
and also the value of the interest. And that
may be assuned in that notion, but | wanted
to be clear on the notion fromthe board.

DR. SALOOM  Yes.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: W' || add
that to the notion. All those in favor, say
aye.

(Ayes affirned.)

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Any
opposed?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: None
opposed. Motion carries.

M5. MCCURDY: Sane thing, different

property. Channel Cat Sol ar, LLC has
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requested an easenent that would cross the

Forever Wld Field Trial Area in Hale County.

If you'll |ook at your map, you'll see the
area -- the exact path is going to be --
still needs to be precisely determ ned due to

alittle bit of terrain right there. But
that would be the area that the easenent
woul d cover. The staff has done the sane
anal ysis as to any adverse inpact. And we
have no concern about granting this easenent.
But the request from Channel Cat Sol ar
relates to their need to connect those two
sort of corner touching parcels to allow for
el ectricity to be -- that's generated on one
parcel to be transferred to a substation on
anot her privately owned parcel. And so they
have asked us for that perm ssion for that
easenent. They, simlarly, are aware of
their requirenments to pay cost of appraisal
and survey and the valuation of that acreage.
So sane request to the board, either a
notion allow ng us to continue working with

them and grant that easenent, or if you take
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no action, we won't proceed.

DR. MCCLI NTOCK: | nove that we grant
this request and -- contingent upon their
providing the funds for the valuation of the
property val ue.

DR. SALOOM  Sane.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Moved by
Dr. Mcdintock and seconded by Dr. Sal oom

MR. HARPER: Question before we nove
on.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Yes, sir.

MR. HARPER: Has any research been
done on the people north of this first tract,
allowing it to go that way instead of going
t hrough us?

M5. MCCURDY: Yes, sir. We nornmally
-- we nornmally ask that and ask them-- we
try to determne if they're not just trying
to take the easy path, so to speak, through
us. And staff that did that thought that --
there are sone -- | hope | don't get this
wong. | keep thinking they told ne sone

wet |l ands in that area, or there's sone aspect
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t hat makes --

MR. HARPER: Makes going through it
nore | ogical than the other way?

M5. MCCURDY: Yes, sir.

MR. HARPER: Ckay. Just a question.

M5. MCCURDY: No, sir. And we do --
that is one thing that we evaluate on each of
these. It's a good question.

Conmm ssi oner, while we're having a
nmonment of di scussion, again, just to clarify,
it's both the cost of the evaluation and the
associ ated due diligence.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Al'l those
in favor, say aye.

(Ayes affirned.)

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Any
opposed?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: None
opposed. Motion carries.

MR. CHI LDERS: Qurs is probably
cheaper than theirs.

M5. MCCURDY: W now nove to Tab 5F.
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We're actually going to be -- let ne nention,
Tab 5F and 5G are sort of tied together.

There are certain neetings at which
every year we sort of do the sanme thing.
This is one of those. These two are itens
that we do at the May neeting each year.

The first, Tab 5F, is our annual
approval fromthe board setting an anount
fromthe stewardship account, the stewardship
fund, that we are allowed to work with for
st ewar dshi p purposes as defined by the
constitutional anmendnent.

The way the amendnent is worded, the
I nterest inconme, not the net val ue, interest
incone is not going to be sufficient to fund
all the needs that that we would have for
that fiscal year prior to that, the new
fiscal year starting, the board has to grant
approval to spend funds fromthe corpus of
the stewardship fund. That is really the
case every year.

So every year we do two things. W

i nformthe comm ssioner that we' ve done that
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anal ysis and we're going to need to expend
sonme anount of funding fromthe corpus. And,
secondly, the comm ssioner prepares a finding
that -- of insufficiency of the interest
earnings. That is attached as Exhibit Ato
meno 5F that he does every year

Al so, what the staff does in preparing
for that discussion and that analysis is we
| ook at what we term "routine needs" on each
of our tracts or perhaps tract-specific
needs. And in 5F | run through sonme of the
routine activities. And they'll vary. But,
| nmean, road repair nmi ntenance, boundary
| i ne mai ntenance, recreational, either
mai nt enance of trails, for exanple, or
additional trails, continuing prescribed fire
wor k, invasive species control, those type of
things that in sone form or another nost
tracts need.

We then | ook at each tract to see if
there's a tract-specific need. One thing we
| ook at specifically each year is where we

m ght have a reforestation need, and we
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separate that out for the board. W could --
sonet hing could conme up, but that is our
forecast for reforestation. Sonetines it's
because we've gotten rel ease froma tinber
reserve. Sonetines it's just follow ng up on
prior harvesting activities.

We al so took into account this year
the ongoing feral swine mtigation efforts
and the board conmm tnent of potential funding
for that each fiscal year. Taking all that
i nto consideration and | ooking at the budget
and tal king with Conm ssioner, we are
reconmending a $3 m|lion anmount be approved
by the board for the upcom ng fiscal year to
be spent fromthe stewardship account.

W will also, of course, before we
pull fromthe corpus of the account, utilize
any interest earnings. But there wll be a
significant need that will need to cone of
that 3 mllion.

So we bring it up in May because it
must -- sone anount nust be approved this

fiscal year, and we only have one nore
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meeting. So if there are any questions or
problens, | need to know. Oherw se, there's
a sanpl e notion.

Ms. Stanl ey.

M5. STANLEY: Yes, Attorney MCurdy.
Coul d you hel p nme understand the relationship
of the 3 mllion? Are you saying 3 mllion
fromthe corpus or the 3 mllion in total and
part of that is fromthe corpus?

M5. MCCURDY: 3 mllion in total. W
obviously are kind of in the mddle of the
current fiscal year. So | don't know exactly
what the interest incone would be, but it's
conparatively mnimal. It is a 3 mllion cap
on that.

M5. STANLEY: |Is that related in any
way to this $1.223 nmillion on the

unr ei nbursed expendi tures? |s that

MS. MCCURDY: No, that's an
adm ni strative cost. That's a cost to State
Lands --- yes, nma'am

What Ms. Stanley is referring to is

5G  That is our annual request for the
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transfer to State Lands for parti al

rei mbursenment for the State Lands expenses
that are nore admnistrative in nature. The
stewardshi p account is really the hands-on

| and managenent by its definition. And so,
traditionally, the reinbursenent of State
Lands that we | ook at every year, we do -- |
|l ook -- | asked for that in this current
fiscal year. W' ve already expended funds.
Even with the transfer request in that, there
Is still an unreversed anount that State
Lands absorbs as part of our efforts.

But the first notion deals solely with
the stewardship fund, your Tab 2B, that we
tal k about each neeting. And what anount you
are okay setting as the cap for our
expendi tures, whether it's trail
installation, prescribed fire, whatever the
tracts need, reforestation, whatever they on
t he ground need.

M5. STANLEY: For conparison, what was
t hat nunber | ast year?

M5. MCCURDY: 2.5. So we have
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addi tional work on -- conmtted to fera
swne, so we upped it just alittle. W
didn't -- anyway, any other questions on
t hat ?

On this one | will say | gave you a

noti on because I wll need a specific --
M. Parnell.
MR. PARNELL: 1'd like to make that

notion to use of the stewardship account up
to $3 mllion.
DR. NEUMANN:  Second.
COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Mbtion is
seconded by Dr. Neunann.
Any ot her questions or discussion on
t hat ?
Al'l those in favor, say aye.
(Ayes affirned.)
COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Any
opposed?
(No response.)
COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  None
opposed.

Thank you.
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M5. MCCURDY: What we're about to
di scuss now relates to the annual
adm nistrative transfer to State Lands. What
| do each year in the analysis that
Ms. Stanley was referring tois totry to
gi ve context for the request, | run through
recei pts and expenditures that State Lands is
connected with and how sonme of our own noney
goes in support of our staff, which we're
proud to do.

So we're asking for the -- a level,
since FYlI '20, transfer of 900,000 to State
Lands. Wth that, we still have over a
mllion that is connected with our work. For
exanpl e, what we do with the Field Tri al
area, part of that acreage had to be titled
to State Lands because of the structures and
the facilities on that. So we're covering
sone staff. W're covering utilities. W're
covering things that is pure State Lands, in
addition to some of our adm nistrative costs
of our staff connected with the

adm ni strative program So that is what
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that's connected to.

I'I'l take any questions. |It's another
one that | need kind of a little specific
notion for, for noney transfer, so |'ve given
y'all an exanple. But |I'll take any
guesti ons.

DR MCCLI NTOCCK: Do you want ne to
make a notion?

M5. MCCURDY: If you'd like to.

DR. MCCLINTOCK: | nake the notion for
the board to approve the State Lands division
staff proceeding with the request of an
adm ni strative transfer in the amount of
$900, 000 for the fiscal year 2024
adm ni strative support provided by the State
Lands di vi si on.

M5. STANLEY: Second.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Seconded by
Ms. Stanl ey.

Al'l those in favor? Any discussion on
t hat ?

(No response.)

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Al'l those
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in favor, please say aye.
(Ayes affirned.)
COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Any
opposed?
(No response.)
COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: None
opposed, notion carries.

M5. MCCURDY: And you had one nore

m scel |l aneous item-- two, I'msorry. This

Is in your packet. 5H And this is just

what |'m ki nd of doing each neeting, giving a

little bit of an update on the feral sw ne
activity. At our last neeting we retraced
sort of what we had delineated as our first
sort of priority grouping. W were
concentrating first on trying to get sone

organi zation or order to our efforts. W

have issued -- and it did go out through our
state process -- a request for proposals that

| had provided to the board and posted on our

web site seeking sone professiona
contractual services to assist with those

efforts. Those were out.
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We did receive -- we received actually
only two responses to that. Since then I
have received sone additional calls and
inquiries. So we may | ook to do additional
action in the future. But we only received
two responses. Those have been communi cat ed
to our departnent of finance, and those are
in the stages of being notified and
proceeding as to those results. So just a
little short of being able to tell the board.
"Il tell you we'll have -- we will begin
negoti ati ons here very shortly on sone
contractual services for the mtigation.

That process is going and is fine. W nmay
| ook at ways to get additional responses and
activity in the future. W wll begin
negotiation. And |I'mconfident we'll get
servi ces under contract.

W were al so asked last tinme to give
sone description -- I'll call it strategy we
used to evaluate the operation of the traps
and our success or at |east how we gather the

data on our results. So | detailed the

Veritext Legal Solutions
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information that -- | want to detail the

steps we take and al ong the way the

information that we will be tracking.
Frankly, nost of this has been tracked in

the past, but we'll do it in a consistent

net hod that we can -- | can update the board

on periodically.

But to tell you kind of the steps that
both Wldlife and Freshwater Fisheries staff
and State Lands staff inplenment as to sort of
our strategy on this. W, as nany other
private | andowners, are really |ooking at
whol e sounder renoval. That's what we call
our strategy, a whole sounder renoval
strategy. And so as part of that, we first
conduct a popul ation survey. Frankly, we're
just trying to be sure what you have there,
and where they are. And that's one reason
why the additional canmeras were necessary, SO
we were able to fully nonitor the tracts.

We're then going to identify the individua
sounders, really the famly group, the

generational groupings of females and
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of f spri ng.

Once we feel like we've got that
information, we will set the trap and
condition it with bait and then observation
of reaction to that. Wen you have the
sounder, the whol e sounder, or as close as
you think you're going to be able to get, you
deploy the trap, and then the hogs are

renmoved. You then are, again, back to

nonitoring to see what pigs are still there,
where they are, or hopefully you have -- even
i f they'll be back you have managed it the

best you can.

So as part of those activities, what
we're going to collect and require
specifically for contractors to collect would
be the followng as to each trap that is set:
The location of the trap, the nonitoring
start date, the number of individuals
identified, and the nunber of the sounders
identified. Trap deploynent dates, neaning
the traps shut, and the nunber renoved

t hrough those traps, but also possibly due to
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specific actions by staff or even hunters
that are killing themas they're on the
tracts.

So that's the data that we will track
and continue to track and provide -- start
providing to you. |f anyone has any
guestions or want to discuss anything
additional, |I'mhappy to get with you at any
time and work through any ot her suggestions
or requests. But that's sort of where we are
on that.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P
M. Parnell.

MR. PARNELL: Conmi ssioner, |
under stand we need a process, and Ms. Patti,
but let's not build such a process that we
can't get rid of wild hogs.

M5. MCCURDY: No, sir, | wll not.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  The process
is nore just to provide information back. As
you can imagi ne, there's never really been a
contract for killing hogs in state governnent

before. So we have had to work through our
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state purchasing officer, even after we did
the RFP, to try to get the contracts in
place. | think our |egal section and our
state purchasing officer cane to an agreenent
yest er day.

M5. MCCURDY: Maybe through exhaustion
nore than anythi ng el se.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: | don't
know who gave in first, but anyway, we are
now to the point we can --

M5. MCCURDY: W did not give in. |
can report that.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:

Trendsetters, trendsetters in state
gover nnent .

DR. MCCLI NTOCK:  Just wondering if
i nformati on be gathered on the sex of the
hogs, the size of the hogs, things that m ght
be val uabl e in eval uating how we're inpacting
t he popul ati on.

M5. MCCURDY: That may be observed,
but it will not be data specifically

collected, | do not believe.
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DR. MCCLI NTOCK:  Nunber of hogs.

M5. MCCURDY: You can kind of tell
generationally where you are at, but not nore
t han that.

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you.
Is that all you've got?

M5. MCCURDY: One nore. You had one
-- it's just an update matter. But in your
green folder, | nentioned | ast neeting that
we were continuing trying to find
opportunities where we could to inplenent
nore canpus conservati on program activity.
That's where we try to get the university
students that are biology majors, wldlife
maj ors, or taking that coursework, involved
i n that course work, providing opportunities
to have sone fiel d-based experiences and
actually working with our staff, hoping not
to just increase their know edge, but,
frankly, to encourage themto pursue the
types of careers we need in the field.

So | had nentioned last tinme we had

anot her group. W' ve got a great partnership
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wor ki ng wi th Tuskegee University. The
students are really very eager to conme and
enj oy the properties and enjoy the
opportunities to interact wwth our staff.
So we had enforcenent staff and biol ogists
fromWIdlife and Freshwater Fisheries
Di vision and State Lands that worked | ast
weekend the Field Trial area with that group.
And they did introduction to fishing, hands-
on fishing techniques, instructing them --
sone really frankly had not fished before.
So this was a new opportunity. But it's not
just fun. You' ve got to clean them and
prepare themafter that. They were taught
how to do that. And what good is that if
you're not going to cook them So they had
sone cooking instructions, and then went on
to shooting skills, shotgun instruction and
wi ng shooting. Just a little update on that.
|'"ve got a few pictures. It really was, |
t hi nk, a successful event.

We continue to talk to sone additiona

institutions. And | know Dr. Powers was
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interested in South Al abama joining us. W
are working on that. W are very close to
havi ng a weekend for the Tuskegee students to
go down to Baldw n County to do a week's stay
at the National Estuarine Research Reserve
and get sonme experiences wth sort of the
coastal ecol ogy down there.

We're working on additional fishing at
the Field Trial area and trying to devel op
sonme native grass restoration informtional
opportunities and just, again, wildlife
habi tat restoration.

That's sone fun. | made y'all work
sone. So | thought I'd end it with sone
pi ctures and everybody was very appreciative.

Conmm ssioner, let me |ook at staff.
Anything |I've forgotten y'all can think of?
Unl ess a board nenber has sonething or you
do, that's all that | had under
m scel | aneous.

MR. CHI LDERS: One comment.

M5. MCCURDY: Yes, sir.

MR. CHI LDERS: Sone of the staff --
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sone of the board enjoyed touring of Dugdown
Mount ai n.

M5. MCCURDY: Thank you everybody with
the Al abama Forestry Comm ssion. They did
all the legwork. W just got to see --

MR. CHI LDERS: | see sonme of them
sitting back there. | wanted to thank them
for the tour and Commi ssioner for arranging
it and staff for arranging it. Very
i nformati ve.

M5. MCCURDY: It was great. Thank
you, M. Childers, for rem nding us to thank
t hem

I f any nmenber wants to visit the
tract, you don't have to wait for a field
trip. Let nme know. We'll organize it.

MR. QATES: | would like to thank ny
staff for putting that together. They did a
great j ob.

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: The next
itemis approval of the mnutes fromthe
February 1st Forever WId board neeti ng.

MR CHI LDERS: So nobved.
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COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  Moved by
M. Childers and seconded by M. Har per.

Are there any corrections or changes
to the m nutes?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Al l those
in favor of approving the mnutes from
February 1st, please say aye.

(Ayes affirned.)

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: Any
opposed?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: None
opposed. Motion carries.

Qur next neeting will be August 1st.
And | -- we are still working on a neeting
| ocation for that. And we'll be shortly in
touch with the board. The neeting will be on
our first Thursday in August, August 1st.

Any ot her business?

(No response.)

COWM SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P: How about a

notion to adjourn?
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MR. CHI LDERS: Mboved.
COW SSI ONER BLANKENSHI P:  We are

adj ourned. Thank you.

(End of proceedings, 12:19 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABAMA )
JEFFERSON COUNTY )

| hereby certify that the above and

f or egoi ng deposition was taken down by ne in

stenotype, and the questions and answers thereto

were reduced to conputer print under ny

Supervi sion, and that the foregoing represents a

true and correct transcript of the deposition
given by said wi tness upon said hearing.

| further certify that | am neither of

counsel nor of kin to the parties to the action,

nor aml in anywi se interested in the result of

sai d cause.

Li sa Bail ey, CCR #289
CCR #289, Expires 9/30/ 24
Conmm ssi oner for the

State of Al abama at Large
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