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CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Good nmor ni ng,
everybody, and welcome to the August 3rd
meeting of the Forever WIld Land Trust
Board. We appreciate the opportunity to
host this here at the University of South
Al abama, my alma mater. | even broke out
my 1989 University of South Al abama
Sout herner tie, which is older than some
of the folks that are here at the nmeeting
t oday. But I'mglad to be here on our
canpus, and | appreciate the president,
Presi dent Bonner, and the al umi
association for allowing us to use this
facility.

"1l call the roll and make sure
we have a quorum present. |If you're here,
pl ease indicate that when | call your
name.

Chris Bl ankenship's here.

Jack Darnall ?

MR. DARNALL: Here.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: M. Harper?

MR. HARPER: Here.
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CHAI

CHAI
DR.
CHAI
DR.
CHAI

CHAI

CHAI
DR.
CHAI
DR.
CHAI
DR.
CHAI

RMAN BLANKENSHI P:
HOLLOWAY: Her e.
RMAN BLANKENSHI P:
HOWELL: Her e.
RMAN BLANKENSHI P:

MCCLI NTOCK: Her e.

RMAN BLANKENSHI P:
OATES: Her e.
RMAN BLANKENSHI P:
PARNELL: Her e.
RMAN BLANKENSHI P:
POVERS: Her e.
RMAN BLANKENSHI P:
SAL OOM Her e.
RMAN BLANKENSHI P:
VALENTI NE: Her e.
RMAN BLANKENSHI P:
Ms. Stanley?

M. Childers?

Raymond Jones?

Dr .

Dr .

M .

Dr .

Dr .

Dr .

Dr .

Hol | oway?

Howel | ?

McCl i nt oc

Oat es?

Par nel | ?

Power s?

Sal oont?

Val enti ne

Neumann?

We have 11 nembers present. We

have a quorum

l'd |li ke now to ask Ms. Margar et

k?

?

do
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Sullivan to come up and wel cone on behal f
of the University of South Al abama.

MS. SULLIVAN: Thank you so much,
Commi ssi oner.

| *' m Margaret Sullivan,
vice president for devel opment and al umi
relations. And on behalf of President
Bonner, who, unfortunately and
regrettably, was called out of town, | am
here to wel conme you to the University of
Sout h Al abama and to the MacQueen Al umi
Center. We are thrilled that you're
hosting the quarterly meeting here and
just commend you for all you do in service
to Al abama and to conserve our beauti ful
| ands, wildlife, and marine life.

Just briefly, | wanted to |let you
know that the MacQueen Alumi Center
opened in 2020, and it is the canpus hone
to over 96,000 alumi. And since the
MacQueen Alummi Center opened in 2020,

t here have been a lot of transformational

t hi ngs going on on canpus. W now have
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t he Hancock \Whitney Stadium and had the
best football season of all time | ast
year. | invite you all to come to sone
home games and would | ove that.

We are scheduled to break ground
on a new coll ege of medicine education and
research facility in December. This will

be a 250, 000-square-foot, 200-mllion-

dollar facility that will provide state-
of -t he-art education and research. It
will also allow us to expand our medi cal

school class size from 80 to a hundred
students. So very excited about that.

You may have seen we announced the
purchase of Providence Hospital in April.
That will add over 2,000 enployees to the
uni versity.

We are planning for a new
performng arts center, and we are
buil ding a Jaguar marching band facility
on canpus.

One of the nmost relevant things |

think for you-all is our now Stokes School
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of Marine and Environnmental Sciences,
whi ch was established, Dr. Powers, in
2021, received accreditation, and so there
Is a lot going on here thanks to the
phenomenal | eadership of President Joe
Bonner, our fourth president.

| also wanted to call out one of
our most acconplished alumi and your
Board Chair, Comm ssioner Chris
Bl ankenshi p. Chris is a 1993 alumi in
political science, and fortunately for all
of us, he did not take the path to DC to
pursue a career in political science. He
stayed in Al abama and has done such
amazi ng and great things that have been in
his DNA | think since he was a young boy
on Dauphin Island. Chris, if you don't
know, was a 2023 distinguished alumi for
the university. That is our nost
prestigious award recogni zing acconplished
al umi doing great things. So,
Comm ssioner, we are so very grateful to

call you part of our famly and for all
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that you do for this state.

| al so want to recogni ze nmy dear
friend and coll eague, Dr. Sean Powers.
Dr. Powers joined us -- and he will not
brag on hinmself but I will. He joined the
university in 2003 and since that tinme has
really built an incredi ble marine sciences
program over 30 mllion dollars of
research, a strong, strong partnership
with Dr. Valentine and the Dauphin Island

Sea Lab, and | think over 156

peer-revi ewed applications.

We started the new school of
mari ne and environmental sciences in 2021,
enrolled the first class |last fall, about

40 students. We now have 205 decl ared
maj ors in marine and environment al
sciences. So the good work that you-all
wi Il continue for generations to cone.
But just want to wel come you-all
to USA. We want you to come back often
and our campus is your honme, so thank you

so much for being here. It means the
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world to us.

Thank you.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you,

Margaret. | appreciate that welcone.

Just for my purposes, how many of
t he Board members this is your first time
on the University of South Al abama canmpus?

Well, glad to have you down here.
One of the good reasons for having these
meetings in different places around the
state is so that we can get a good feel
for what's going on from one end of the
state to the other. So | appreciate all
of you from North Al abama making the trip
down here.

We' Il now begin our public comment
period. Just a rem nder that we have a
three-mnute time [imt on the public
comments. We only have, | think, three
speakers this nmorning so far that have
signed up. |If you wanted to make public
comment but haven't had the opportunity to

fill out one of these green slips, please
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rai se your hand and one of our staff
menmbers will get that to you to make sure
t hat your opportunity for public conmment
Is avail abl e.

Al right. 1'mnot seeing any.
Our first speaker is on the Bel cher Phase
2 Tract. It's Justinn Overton with Coosa
Ri ver keeper. That's Tab 3b. Just a
second. How are you today?

MS. OVERTON: "' m great. How are you?

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Good to see
you.

MS. OVERTON: This is also nmy first
time on canpus. This is a beautiful
facility. Thank you for having us.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Ckay. Go
ahead.

MS. OVERTON: Good morni ng. My nanme
I's Justinn Overton. |I'mthe executive
director and staff riverkeeper at Coosa
Ri ver keeper.

We're a citizen-based river

conservation nonprofit representing over
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3500 dues-paying nmenbers who | ove the
| akes, creeks, and skinny waters of the
Coosa River system as well as the | and
that is over 5,000 square mles that we
work in at Coosa Riverkeeper.

|*'m here today to enthusiastically
support the Belcher Phase 2 Tract. | have
had the opportunity personally to play in
t hat part of the Belcher Tract as well as
growi ng up going to OCak Mountain basically
begging my dad to go up to King's Chair.
For those of you that have ever done that
hi ke, 1t can be sort of brutal, especially
on a summer day like this, and so the
aest hetic value that this particular tract
of land can offer folks that are on the
Cahaba River basin | ooking out into the
Coosa Valley is substantial, as well as,
as y'all may know, Shel by County is one of
the fastest growi ng counties in Alabama.
Our office is actually located in
Shel by County about 15 m nutes fromthis

tract of land, so it's incredibly
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I mportant to us as an organi zation, as
well as to me personally, that we keep
this aesthetic value from King's Chair
intact. There are so many new
nei ghbor hoods in the Chelsea area. It
actually seens |like they're popping up
what seens |i ke every single day.

So the water quality is also a
vital reason that |I'm here today.
Coosa Riverkeeper just settled a case with
a | arge devel oper that was having ongoi ng
sedi mentation issues into the north fork
of Yellow Leaf Creek, which is a major
tributary to Lay Lake on the Coosa River.
So | believe by protecting this land it
wi Il also protect water quality of Cooper
Branch, which is a very small skinny water
that is also a tributary to the north
fork of Yellow Leaf Creek, which is also
home to a variety of species that y'all
may know and | ove, including some really
excell ent redeye bass. So the

sedi mentation issue this particular part
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of our watershed is facing is substanti al
on top of the value that this will bring
to the communities that | represent and
serve that are |ooking for nore places to
enj oy Al abama's abundant natural
resources.

So I'"'mvery excited and hope that
y'all will consider this, and thank you
for the opportunity to speak.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Thank you.

Just for the court reporter,

Ms. Stanley has joined us on the Board.

Our next speaker is on the Turkey
Creek update from Jefferson County,
Charl es Yeager and Carter Sanford.

MR. YEAGER: Carl ee.

CHAlI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Carl ee. And
there's no tab. This is not a current
nom nation. Okay.

MR. YEAGER: Thank you, Conmm ssioner,
menbers of the Board. | really appreciate
you giving me an opportunity to speak.

|*'m here to provide updates on things
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goi ng on at Turkey Creek every year.
My name is Charles Yeager, and |

am t he manager of Turkey Creek Nature

Preserve. | ve been there for now over 12

years. | have the wonderful honor and
responsibility of working with the State
to manage the Turkey Creek Nature
Preserve. |If you are not famliar, it's
I n Pinson, Alabama. We have esti mated
around 130,000 that are com ng out every
year. This is our busy time of year.
It's a very popular place for folks to

swim fish, hike, and this year is no

different. We certainly are seeing record

numbers, and | think that our nunbers are
up, to say the | east.

This year it's been incredibly
busy here. Our education programs have
seen over 800 students cone through our
programs. Just in the cal endar year
al one, we've had over 25 volunteer groups
with 175 volunteers com ng out to help us

mai ntai n and i mprove the preserve. W've
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had anot her nunber of events, including a
native plant sale. W have a trail ride
comng up in October. And anongst all
this, we've been working very closely with
the State to inprove a parking |ot, which
is a huge asset and a huge change for the
preserve. It's nmuch needed with the
amount of traffic we have. So | want to
t hank the State Lands fol ks, Zach and
Jacque, for working so diligently to make
this possible because it is much needed.
| want to thank you for helping to fund
t hat and make that possible. So thank you
so much for that.

| also want to introduce you guys
to Carlee. She's the executive director
of Ruffner Mountain Coalition. This year
we went through a pretty major transition,
and she's going to tell you guys about
that transition and some of the things
that are comng up in the future.

MS. SANFORD: Thank you. ['11 be

qui ck. Just wanted to go ahead and
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mention that Charles Yeager in April, he
became under -- under the staff of Ruffner
Mount ai n Nature Coalition.

So we are going through some maj or
changes in Jefferson County. | want to
just go ahead and mention them Our bill
passed, so we are officially now the
Jefferson County Greenways Conm ssion. So
we are | ooking at how we mai ntain and
operate and bring all the green spaces --
| arge-acre green spaces in the future.
Ruf f ner Mountain also has Forever WIld
| and. We average about 100, 000 visitors
per year. So it's really great. W're
all com ng together, streamining
operations, and we're working towards
being nore efficient and having nore in
the future. So hopefully, we'll be here
again soon once everything is in place.

So the Jefferson County Greenways
Commi ssion, we're working for all of it
ri ght now.

Thank you so much.
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CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  And t hat al so
I ncl udes Red Mountain Park?

MS. SANFORD: Yes. It also includes
Red Mount ain Park, yes. Five years in the
maki ng.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you very
much.

And just for the Board, there are
sonme reports fromour State Lands Division
in the back of the folder. | f you recall,
| ast May, y'all provided some funding from
the Stewardship Fund to do things. The
parking |l ot at Turkey Creek is one of
t hose projects that has been funded
t hrough the vote that you had on those
St ewardshi p projects.

Thank, y'all.

The next speaker is M ke Bunn.
This is on the Historic Bl akel ey Pye
Addi tion, Tab 4b page 19, and also it's b5g
in your green folder.

Al right, sir. Go ahead.

MR. BUNN: Good norning, everyone.
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|'m M ke Bunn. |'mthe director of

Hi storic Bl akeley State Park. Wth me is
Jam e Jaye who is probably listed, maybe
separately. W're going to tell you about
this together.

Real quick, we just want to
reiterate probably some things that you
may know already, but the tract that's
bei ng considered is adjacent to property
that's already operating as part of the
park. We already have some property on
t he southern end of our park that Forever
WIldis allowing us to use for our trail
system et cetera. This particular parcel
I's, of course, incredibly valued for its
natural heritage. It's on the river.

It's a beautiful habitat for wildlife,

et cetera, but it also has some serious
significance associated with the Battle of
Ft. Bl akel ey. It's on the very northern
end of the confederate |ine during the

ni ne-day siege, and when the battle

occurred on April 9th, part of that |ine
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charged right through that bluff on that
property to the northernnmost portion of
the confederate line at Ft. Bl akeley. And
what's really interesting about that is
t hat northern part of the confederate |ine
t hat was involved there represents one of
the | argest concentrations of
Af rican- American troops to fight. They
were on the battlefield at Ft. Bl akel ey.
So adding to that to what we're already
Iinterpreting is the USCT Heritage Trail
woul d be really significant for us and |
t hi nk, you know, a really good use of
resources. And our park is prepared,
able, in awilling position to maintain
access to this. Just want to make sure
everybody understood that. We've got an
access road that is already deeded to the
foundation. We provide access to and
mai ntai n that.

MR. JAYE: Good morning. M nane is
Jam e Jaye.

| was introduced to Ms. Pye around
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a year ago through a mutual friend of
ours, Sam Crosby. And although she's in
her m d-90s now, she's originally from
this area, and she relocated to Detroit,
M chi gan, saying she could not handle the
heat in South Al abama any | onger. But
she's very sharp-m nded and was quick to
poi nt out that she has strictly held onto
this piece of property for conservation
and preservation and, in her words, a
pl ace for the critters to hang out. But
she's expressed a sincere interest in
allowing this property to be continued for
that and to be preserved and conserved for
future generations.
Thank you for your tinme.

CHAlI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Dr. Powers?

DR. POWERS: Now, holding right in the
m ddl e of that -- so this isn't
conti nuous. There seens to be a little --

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: I n your green
folder on 5g, the nom nation has been

edited and - -
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DR. POWERS: Never m nd.
CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Al'l right.
Thank you.

That's the end of our public
comment period. |Is there anybody el se
t hat wanted to speak that didn't get a
chance?

Al right. Thank you.

By regul ati on, appraisal val ues
are confidential during periods of
negotiation. Accordingly, in order to
di scuss tract appraisal values, the Board
will need to go into a recess for an
executive session.

|s there a nmotion for the Board to
now recess to attend an executive session?

MR. OATES: So noved.

MR. HARPER: Second.

CHAlI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Moved by
M. Oates and seconded by M. Harper.

As | call your nane, please state
your position on the motion to recess.

Those in favor indicate by saying aye and




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

22

t hose opposed by sayi ng no.

CHAI

CHAI

CHAI
DR.
CHAI
DR.
CHAI

CHAI

CHAI
DR.
CHAI
DR.
CHAI
DR.
CHAI

Chri s Bl ankenshi p,

Jack Darnall ?

DARNALL: Yes.

RMAN BLANKENSHI P:

HARPER: Yes.

RMAN BLANKENSHI P:

HOL L OVWAY: Yes.

RMAN BLANKENSHI P:

HOWELL: Aye.

RMAN BLANKENSHI P:
MCCLI NTOCK: Yes.
RMAN BLANKENSHI P:

OATES: Yes.

RMAN BLANKENSHI P:

PARNELL: Yes.

RMAN BLANKENSHI P:

POWERS: Yes.

RMAN BLANKENSHI P:

SAL OOMm Yes.

RMAN BLANKENSHI P:

VALENTI NE:  Yes.

RMAN BLANKENSHI P:

yes.

Dr .

Dr .

Dr .

Dr .

Dr .

Har per ?

Hol | oway?

Howel | ?

McClintock?

Oat es?

Par nel | ?

Power s?

Sal oont?

Val enti ne?
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Ms. Stanley?
MS. STANLEY: Yes.
Thank you. It is now 10:19.
We'l| take approximately a 20-m nute
recess and then return,
(Recess from 10:19 a.m to
10: 34 a.m)

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Al'l right. We
are back from executive session. It is
10: 34. "1l turn it over to Ms. McCurdy
for program status.

MS. MCCURDY: Thank you, Conm ssi oner.

Al right. Board menbers, we'l/l

be on Tab 2a, and this is from your green

folder so it will be the slightly yell ow
sheet. We had some updates to the
numbers.

So | wanted to run through the
properties that we currently have in the
cl osing process based on prior Board
motions for staff to proceed with second
apprai sals and negotiation with |andowners

to get these tracts across the finish
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line. So | wanted to run through those
for status and also to let the Board know
what their current avail able bal ance is
for additional property actions if you
choose to move forward with anything

t oday.

Al'l right. The properties that
are in some phase of the closing process
are the followi ng: Bon Secour River
Wet | and Addition, Baldwi n County; Sipsey
Ri ver Swamp Brownville Addition,

Tuscal oosa County; Skyline WMA- Fowl er Cove
Addi tion, Jackson County. |If we take

t hose properties, the acquisition cost,
and also the required transfer to the
Forever WIld Stewardship Account and do
all that math, that | eaves you with
approximately just over 20 mllion. W
have to stay within our budgetary
authority per the State budget process so
you actually would have an unencumbered
bal ance of just over 21 mllion, but

technically for this fiscal year, you are
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operating nmore along the |lines of 20
mllion. So that's the current status of
properties in closing. To remnd the
Board, once you instruct staff to get

t hose cl osed, unless we hit a glitch of
some sort, we continue that process and
close those. |If we hit a glitch or
sonmet hi ng unexpected, | come back to you
and ask for further direction, but right
now everything is okay with those

cl osi ngs.

| wanted to also run through the
properties that have closed this fiscal
year. Before | do that, are there any
gquestions on the properties that are
currently in the closing process?

OCkay. Let's run through for the
benefit of the public as well as the Board
the tracts that have closed in this fiscal
year so far. Our fiscal year began
Oct ober 1st of |ast year. That's Autauga
WMA- County Road 112 Addition, Autauga
VWMA- Hart Addi tion, Cahaba
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Ri ver - Shel by County Park Peel Addition,
Col dwat er Mount ai n- McVey Addition,

Col dwat er Mount ai n- Robertson Additi on,

Freedom Hi I | s WMA- Boddi e Additi on, Perdi do

VWMA- Snowden Branch Addition, Red Hills-
FI at Creek Phase IV, also Phase V,
Ri verton CHA-Hurd Hol | ow Additi on, and
Ri verton CHA-Barnett M I Hollow  That
so far this fiscal year a total of
approximately 3,184 acres.

Any questions on the cl osed

properties?

'S

Al right. Let's nove to Tab 2b.

This is our Stewardship Fund information.

The Board had previously authorized

spending fromthe Stewardship account f

or

t he various projects and that did include,

as the Comm ssi oner noted, the parking
wor k that Charles was updating us on.

Currently, we have in our avail able

| ot

bal ance -- the accounting reports, which

is what | give you, would show that we

have an avail abl e bal ance of just over

a
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mllion dollars. However, in various
aspects and phases currently of our
procurement and process, there's an
addi tional $946,000 that is in process of
being paid or is encumbered related to
contract work, such as the parking |ot.
So actually, we're getting toward the end
of fiscal -- that will be September
30th -- so we don't expect a problem but
we are approaching the figure we had
budgeted for Stewardship Fund expenditures
for this fiscal year, but we're fine.

| would also note for the Board we
give -- in connection with Tab 4c that was
In your green folder -- the quarterly
report the State treasurer office provides
us as to current net asset value of the
Stewardshi p Fund and that report is
detailed in Tab 4c. The bottom i ne
figures the net asset value is over
43.4 mllion at this point. The
St ewardshi p Fund by the constitutional

amendnment it was formed is designed to
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provide a basis of security perpetually
for care and mai ntenance of the tracts
t hat are acquired.

Any questions related to the
St ewar dshi p Fund?

Okay. Comm ssioner, that wraps up
t he usual financial reports. |If there are
no questions, | will nmove on to the update
and status of our appraisals that have
been noti oned by the Board. And that's
Tab 3a. Again, we had a few updates, and
so, Board menbers, you will be | ooking for
your yell ow sheet.

Of the appraisals, this is -- |
will run through the appraisals that we
have in hand. Therefore, these tracts are
avai |l able for further Board action if the
Board should choose to move toward
acquisition. | also want to update you on
t he appraisals you nmotioned for in
previ ous neetings that have not yet been
conmpl eted, so I'"'mgoing to run through

everything.
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We have the Lake Guntersville
St ate Park-John Doss Mountain Addition,
Mar shal | County; the Lillian Swanmp
Bl ackwat er Addition, Baldwi n County; Oak
Mount ai n St ate Park-Bel cher Addition
Phase 2, Shel by County.

We have additional appraisals that
you've notioned for but we have not yet
initiated, and those include Bl ackwater
Ri ver SOA-Cl apper Addition. W had not
initiated that one as we did not have
conpl ete deed information back fromthe
| andowner. We did receive that as | was
driving down yesterday so we'll review
t hat when we get back, but | anticipate
that one will nove forward as soon as we
return. We're still m ssing some deed
informati on on the Col dwater Mount ai n-
Martin Addition. We're also m ssing some
deed information -- or clarifying
i nformati on on the West Fowl River Tract.
We did receive information fromthe

| andowner, but we're having to follow up
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on sone questions related to that before
we nove forward with the appraisals.

Again, we don't initiate the appraisals
until we have the information that ensures
we'll get a proper valuation fromthe
apprai ser based on acreage, based on
potential encumbrances that we are aware
of at this time, so that's -- but those
are in -- hopefully will be in the process
of being available for our next neeting.

Any questions fromthe Board
rel ated to pendi ng appraisals?

Al right. Comm ssioner, if you
don't have anything else, then | will nmove
forward to Tab 5a, which reflects the
status of various grant activity staff's
been wor ki ng on.

And for the benefit of the public,
t he Board has asked the staff to continue
to be vigilant in trying to find out
opportunities to | everage the Board's
doll ars, either through partnerships or

I dentifying grant opportunities that some
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of the tracts mght fit within that grant
program requirements. Oftentinmes those
are federal grants. A lot of our
partnership opportunities have also been
In conjunctions with our Wldlife &
Freshwat er Fi sheries Division, Chuck
Sykes' division, on their federal Pittman-
Robertson funds. So | just want to kind
of run through that quickly.

The nom nations that have already
been approved that are in the acquisition
process that are benefiting from grant
fundi ng or | everage funding or
part nershi ps include the Bon Secour River
Wet | and Additions. That tract is
benefiting froma grant that we are able
to secure through the National Coast al
Wet | ands Conservation program and it is
providing -- that federal funding wll
cover approximtely 68 percent of that
| and val ue portion of that acquisition.
We al so are partnering with the

Wildlife -- our department's Wldlife &




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

32

Freshwat er Fisheries Division on the
Skyline WVA- Fowl er Cove Addition. Those
are some of Chuck's Pittman-Robertson
funds. They require a 25 percent

St at e- based match. Forever W I d provides
t hat State-based match so that we can
assess those federal funds.

The nom nations that are in some
portion of the appraisal process that have
a | everaging opportunity include the
Bl ackwat er Ri ver SOA-Cl apper Addition.
That's anot her property that we are
wor ki ng with Chuck on in the Pittman-
Robertson funding. W are currently
| ooki ng at an approximte 75/25 split on
t hat one.

Ot her nom nati ons that are on our
short |ist that would provide a potenti al
grant opportunity, that includes the
Dugdown Mountain Corridor property. W' ve
di scussed before that is a rather |engthy
grant evaluation process that the Forestry

Comm ssi on has been working on, and so
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there are -- |'Il offer, M. QOates, any
opportunity if you want to update, but |
know that | ast we heard, you were waiting
for possibly some indication that that
grant award m ght be forthcom ng before
you proceeded with the appraisal. But the
Forestry Comm ssion has offered to cover

t hat expense, or that was where we |eft

off. So how about an update?
MR. OATES: That's correct, Patti. W
are waiting -- frustratingly waiting for

t he award announcement from USDA. W
expect it anytime. Nom nations for the
next year are due in a couple weeks, and
we think it will be in before then. So
hopefully by the next neeting.

MS. MCCURDY: | know we're used to
wai ting on that opportunity, so maybe
that's good news.

A coupl e of other grants that |
noted in Tab 5a are not really related to
acqui sition but are hel ping us provide

some additional work on the properties.
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One is the Little River Canyon Hancock/ TNC
Addition. We are benefiting from sone
grant funding through the National Fish &
W Il dlife Foundation, or NFWF. This is
NFWF' s Cumber | and Pl at eau- Sout hern

Appal achi an fund, and so we are currently
utilizing those funds on the Little River
WMA i n Cherokee County. Har vesti ng
activities are underway. That is the
first step in the renmoval of the existing
| obl ol ly pine stand and proceeding with
habi tat restoration on that tract. So

t hat one moving in forward fine. And we
are about at 60 percent of the loblolly
stand having been harvested roughly at
this point, so that one's nmoving fine.

We al so received great news since
the |l ast meeting, and | want to thank
Comm ssi oner Bl ankenship for his support
on this. The Departnment of Conservation
will be benefiting fromsome Gulf of
Mexi co Energy Security Act, or GOMESA,

doll ars that the Governor has awarded to
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go toward enhancements to the Mobil e-
Tensaw Delta Bartram and al so Perdi do
Ri ver Canoe Trails. It's going to be
about 1.9 mllion dollars. It will allow
us to add additional stops, inmprove the
shelters in some overni ght accomodati ons
al ong those river-based trails that are
greatly used, and al so refurbish some of
the existing shelters that were put in
many years ago that needed touch-ups. So
we are very excited to be able to enhance
t hat usage and add stops al ong those
wat er - based trails. But those are the
funds of some grant nature that we are
currently involved in trying to utilize.

Any questions fromthe Board as
far as grant work?

Al right. Well, we will nmove to
Tab 4. This is the portion of the neeting
where | will run through our tracts that,
t hrough our scoring process, have attained
a position on the short list. Of all the

nom nated tracts that we receive once we
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secure willing seller letters fromthe

| andowners, we proceed with scoring in the
four categories of nature preserve, state
parks addition, wildlife manage -- or new
state parks, or wildlife managenment areas
or SOAs, either new or additions to those,
and then general recreation. Each tract
is scored in all four categories. Tracts
conpete anongst thenselves within the
Nort h, Central, and Southern District.
That produces a short |ist that a tract
must score in the top 3 of one of those
four categories in its district. So the
result of all that magic, which, as you

can i mgine, my staff does for me, results

in the short list that we will run through
now. As usual, I'mgoing to run through
just the tract by nanme. | kind of go
through it fairly quickly. If you have a

question and |I don't see your hand,
pl ease, as usual, speak up and stop ne.
So of the tracts that are

currently on the short |ist and would be
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avail able to the Board for a nmotion for

first appraisal include the follow ng:

Al abama Ri ver-Montgomery Tract. | do want
to -- on sonme of these if | have an update
for you, I'll stop and give the update.

As |'ve noted in the information fromthe
Board, this has been a tract that we have
been involved in sort of an ongoing
assessnment and eval uation both by nyself
and my staff and Chuck Sykes and his
staff. We have determ ned based on sone
of the restrictions on the property that
we woul d not be able to incorporate a
shooting range on this property. W would
not be able to install the berm that would
be necessary. There's also concerns that
fl ooding -- periodic water coverage -- | et
me say it that way -- on the tract would
result in damage of the structure, so not
a very good use of those funds. Also in

t he continuing assessnent with Chuck,
there are sonme other access questions,

usage restrictions, that currently does
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not look like Wldlife will be able to be
mat chi ng or providing the opportunity for
Pitt man- Robertson match on that tract.
We're just having a little bit of a
difficulty working on how it would be
utilized, so | just wanted to update the
Board that we're just not really
successful and able to figure that out.
We were on the tract this week again and
that's just sinmply where we were.

On the Bennett Creek Tract, as |
noted for the Board, after the tract made
the short list, we have also found, it
| ooks |i ke, an access issue on that tract.
| would ask the Board to |l et us continue
to ook at that. We have an access
concern right now, so | don't think that
one is ripe to nmove forward.

Al right. W have the Bon Secour
Ri ver - Cook Road Addition, Baldwi n County;
Cat hedral Caverns State Park-Gurly Drive
Addi tion, Marshall County; Col dwater

Mount ai n- Oxanna Addi tion, Cal houn County;
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D' ive Bay-North Addition,

Bal dwi n County; Dugdown Mountain Corridor,
Cl eburne County; Freedom Hills WMA- Sutton
Hill Addition, Col bert County. The

Hi storic Bl akel ey State Park-Pye Addition,
we have that on the short list. That is
the tract that we nentioned. There's also
some green folder information, Tab 5g. |
want to note for the Board that at the
time of the map, we still had it listed at
85 acres. The map has been updated as you
will see in 5g. We worked with the

| andowner to sort of rempove some of the
acreage that we thought m ght produce
future management issues that sort of
circled around the existing area that does
have some residential homes, and so that
tract has been revised and it's now cl oser
to 81 acres. But that is a green folder
item | want to thank ny staff for their
work with that | andowner and al so M ke
Bunn in, you know, expressing our concerns

and getting that reshaped. And we
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appreciate Ms. Pye's work with us on that.

The next one on the short I|ist,
Nat ural Bridge Park, you will also see an
update in your green folder, Tab 5h, on
that one. | need to update the Board that
over the weekend, the Natural Bridge
nom nati on was acquired by a private
buyer, so that one is no | onger avail able
to the Board. The nom nator wanted me to
pass al ong their appreciation for the
Board's continual evaluation and
di scussion on that tract, but it is nowin
private hands. And I really don't have
any additional information. Literally,
t hat happened over the weekend. | just
know it's not available to us.

Red Hi |l s-Bl ant on Addi ti on,
Monroe County, | wanted to update the
Board somewhat on that one. As we've
mentioned in prior nmeetings, Chuck and the
W ldlife Division had been in discussions
with the | andowners about possibly

acquiring that tract thenselves with their
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division's funds. It appears that the

| andowner antici pated purchase expectation
will not be in line with appraised val ue.

| think those discussions have, therefore,
ceased. While it is still available to

t he Board as an addition, it would

I ndi cate that the acquisition of that's
probably unlikely due to the price point
expectation of the | andowners on that
tract.

Those are the short [ist
nom nati ons. | ran through those a bit
qui ckly. Any questions on those?

Okay. Comm ssioner, | don't see
any, so I'mgoing to turn it back to you
for general discussion. As | do, just
want to rem nd everyone be sure your mcs
are on and that if you are speaking that
you are speaking into the mc. The court
reporter's nmoved up so |I think she's
better, but just for the back of the room

Comm ssi oner ?

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you for
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t hose reports.

This is the portion of the meeting
where we generally receive nmotions for
nom nations and notions for appraisals or
action on properties. Are there any
moti ons?

Dr. MClintock?

DR. MCCLI NTOCK: Yes. | would like to
so nove that the Belcher Tract 2-0ak
Mountain State Park property be consi dered
for purchase. | see this is the | ast
opportunity to expand this very popul ar
state park in our state adjacent to major
ongoi ng rapid devel opment. As we heard
fromthe Coosa Riverkeeper earlier, it's
high in diversity, Coosa River Shed, and
potential |ocations for water quality
should all be considered, and | just would
like to say that this is an opportunity
|'d hate to see squander ed.

MS. MCCURDY: The motion is for second
apprai sal and nove to purchase.

CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  So the notion
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is for a second appraisal and nove to
purchase on the Bel cher Phase 2 Addition.
That's in Tab 3 in your packet.
Any questions/discussion?
Al'l those in favor, please raise
your hand.
MS. MCCURDY: |I'm going to count. |If

y'all could please hold your hands up.

One, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 1'mgoing to
ask for confirmation. Ni ne votes, nine
yea.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Al'l those
opposed?
MS. MCCURDY: We have two nays.
CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Any abstain?
MS. MCCURDY: Abstention, M. Harper?
MR. HARPER: No, this is nay.
MS. MCCURDY: M. Harper and
M. Parnell were nays. Do we have any
abstenti ons?
CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Motion carries.
DR. SALOOM  Question, Comm ssioner.
CHAlI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Dr. Sal oonf?




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

44

DR. SALOOM  The Red Hills-Bl anton
Addi tion, there has not been an appraisal
on that as of yet; is that correct?

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: That's correct.
Our Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries
Division is working directly with the
| andowner and they are working with him
and they may purchase without the Board --
a hundred percent with Wldlife &
Freshwat er Fisheries dollars since it's
all --

MS. MCCURDY: Can you speak in the
mc. Make sure your m crophone is on.

DR. SALOOM So the question is in
order for that to come about to add to the
addition of the rest of the Red Hills, we
need a first appraisal on that now or not.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: | think the
Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries is worKking
with them directly, and they can just
handl e t he appraisal through their
process.

MR. HOLLOWAY: M. Chairman?
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CHAlI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: M. Hol |l oway?

MR. HOLLOWAY: |'d like to nove for a
first appraisal for the Historic Bl akel ey
Pye Addition, Baldwi n County.

MR. DARNALL: [I'Ill second that.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Motion by
M. Holl oway and second by M. Darnall for
a first appraisal on the Historic Bl akel ey
Park Pye Addition as presented today in
Tab 5 with the updated nom nati on.

MS. MCCURDY: 54.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Any questions
on that? | know that's a |little confusing
since we had a new revised nom nation in
t he packet.

MR. PARNELL: From 85 to 817

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Yes, sir. So
It would be on the 81-and-a-half-acre
pi ece.

MS. MCCURDY: Approxi mately.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Any questions?

Al'l right. All those in favor,

pl ease raise your hand for a first
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apprai sal on the Bl akel ey Pye Addition.

MS. MCCURDY: | have 11 yea.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Any opposed?

MS. MCCURDY: And M. Parnell one nay.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you. The
motion carries.

Dr. Powers?

DR. POWNERS: 1'd |like to nmove for a
first appraisal on the Cathedral Caverns
State Park-Gurly Drive Addition.

DR. MCCLI NTOCK: [I'Il second that.
CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Dr. Powers
makes a motion and Dr. MClintock seconded

for a first appraisal on the Cathedral
Caverns State Park-Gurly Drive Addition.
Any questions or discussion for a
first appraisal there?
All right. All those in favor
pl ease raise your hand.

MS. MCCURDY: | see 11 yea.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Any opposed?

MS. MCCURDY: M. Parnell one nay.

CHAl RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Motion carries.
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Dr. Powers?

DR. POWERS: [|'d like to nmove for a
second appraisal and purchase of the
Guntersville State Park Addition.

MS. MCCURDY: John Doss Mount ai n.

DR. POWERS: It's a relatively small
acquisition, but it seenms like it would be
very val uable at that state park.

MR. HOLLOWAY: Second.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Seconded by
M. Holloway. So it is for a second
apprai sal on nove to purchase on the
Guntersville State Park-John Doss Mount ai n
Addi tion.

Any di scussion or questions?
Al'l those in favor please raise
your hand.

MS. MCCURDY: Okay. El even yea.

CHAlI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Any opposed?

MS. MCCURDY: No nays. Any
abstenti ons?

CHAlI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Motion carries.

Thank you.
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Dr. Powers?

DR. POWERS: So this one is
actually -- I think this would be an
appropriate time to keep the D Oive Bay
on for one nmore. And | apologize to the
Board. | was not able -- | have questions
about the existing structures on that. |
know this property's been on for a | ong
time. And |I'd also like to talk to
Patti's staff about grant opportunities
for it. So | don't -- anyway, I'd like to
move to keep it on for one nmore neeting,
and | promse |I'll make a decision at that
poi nt .

CHAlI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  And that's al
we need. Thank you. We'Il do that.

MS. MCCURDY: For the court reporter,
that's the D Oive Bay North Addition
Tract.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Any ot her
di scussi on? Any other general business?

M. Parnell?

MR. PARNELL: | think probably anybody
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that's observed realizes |I'm kind of

agai nst us buying nore | and because |

don't think we're taking care of our
current property. | get conplaints on a
regul ar basis about Forever WIld | and
bei ng an incubator for wild hogs. | would
ask -- make a notion that the staff do
sonme research and conme up with us a wild
hog eradication program that would be
extremely aggressive on Forever WId | and
so that | don't have to hear about

Forever Wl d being the source of wild hogs
all across Al abama.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you for
that information. | think as we nove into
these m scell aneous reports that are
provided by the staff, there's information
on the work that's being done, not only on
hog eradication, but other work on the
Forever WIld properties. And | wll be
glad to provide to the Board some nunbers
of wild hogs that have been removed on

Forever Wl d properties because | do think
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that that is inportant work that our staff
Is doing to hel p manage these properties.
Woul d that be sufficient to do

t hat --

MR. PARNELL: Sure.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: -- and let's
di scuss it fromthere after you see sone
of those numbers?

MR. PARNELL: Sure. |'m good.

CHAlI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Because we
agree with you that it is an issue that
t hey are addressing on the properties.

So with that if there's no other

busi ness, let's nove into the Tab 5
reports where we can highlight some of the
work that is being done on the tracts that
I ncludes a |l ot of the work that y'all
agreed to fund on the access and way
finding and then as well as some of the
forestry management wor K.

MS. MCCURDY: All right. Well, we
have taken care of Tab 5. The only tract

that was rolling off due to NBA procedure
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was the tract that Dr. Powers has
conti nued, so we've taken care of 5b.

|f you will ook at Tab 5c, we are
requi red by Amendment 543 to initiate at
| east an initial managenment plan for our
tracts within one year after acquisition.
| generally try to bring these to the
Board when | can one neeting in advance.
I n case there are questions, we can
address them in between. The tracts that
are -- would be added to managenment pl ans
this time are existing tracts that were
addi tions and would fall into current
management plans, so | want to run through
those. Again, this is Tab 5c.

We have the Col dwat er - Robertson
Addi tion that we would propose including
within the current Col dwater Mountain
Conpl ex plan. We have the Barnett
Addi tion and Hurd Holl ow Addition to the
Ri verton Community Hunting Area conpl ex.
Again, due to all these tracts being

additions, we would propose that they be
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i ncorporated within the existing

managenment plans. |f the Board agrees

with that and the information provided in

your packet for Tab 5c, there is a
potential nmotion, but | would need
eventually a motion and a vote by the
Board to accept.

VMR. HOLLOWAY: M. Chairmn?

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: M. Hol | oway?

MR. HOLLOWAY: l'd i ke to nove t hat

t he Board approves the State Lands
proceeding with the inclusion of the
Col dwat er Mount ai n Conpl ex- Robertson
Addi tion, and the Riverton CHA Compl ex-
Barnett and Hurd Holl ow Additions into
exi sting management plans as set forth
t he menmorandum dat ed August 3, 2023.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: s there a
second?

DR. SALOOM  Second.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Seconded by
Dr. Sal oom

Al'l those in favor please raise

n
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your hand.

MS. MCCURDY: El even yea.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Any opposed?

Any abstention?

Motion carries. Thank you.

MS. MCCURDY: All right. Wth that
busi ness taken care of, next | would |ike
to move to Tab 5d. Now, Tab 5d incl udes
several nmenmos that we incorporated sort of
i nto one.

Each year at the August neeting,
we provide some information on the
activities that we have acconmplished this
fiscal year. Now, the fiscal year is not
over. However, we generally go ahead and
present this in August due to other
busi ness items that come up later in the
year. So it's not a full account, but it
I's somewhat of an account of what the
staff has been engaged i n.

Now, the staff works together
holistically, but we do these reports

divided into the certain different
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sections/areas of ny State Lands Division
that are targeting different activities

and are working together but with a

different focus. So | will run through --
as usual, |I'mnot going to read every word
in these reports, but | wanted to run

t hrough the reports, give you sone

exampl es of the activities.

And | will say as you will see by
t hese reports and that | often remark
quite truthfully, | stand up here and

report to you what's going on with the
program but it is only through the hard
work of my staff and the Wldlife &
Freshwat er Fisheries staff, State Lands,
and State Parks staff assisting us with
those efforts. These reports focus on
State Lands, but | don't want anyone to
think that it is not with great
appreci ati on and assi stance fromthe other
di visions within the Department.

The first activity report covers

our field operations and our enforcenent




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

55

operations on our tracts. | have
enforcement officers that are both on the
tracts for purposes of public safety,
conmpliance with Department regul ations,
but are also either biologists or from
forestry backgrounds and so they are
simul taneously observing the tracts,
preparing for and organizing various |and
managenment and | and stewardship
activities. Again, |I'mnot going to run
t hrough everything, but | do want to just
give you a few exanpl es.

They engage in a | ot of habitat
restoration or routine maintenance, both
of those types of work. We either
contract out, do ourselves, work with
partners such as the Forestry Conm ssion,
sometimes the Nature Conservancy, other
di vi si on personnel, to performa good bit
of prescribed burning.

Our staff proceeded with burning
on approximtely 2200 acres this year so

far and then assisted with anot her 5300
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acres related to prescribed burning. You
will note in the report some of the tracts
t hat benefited fromthis work included
Freedom Hi Il |l s, Perdido, Little River,

Bl ackwat er, and Wolf Bay. And we have
additional work that's going on currently
prepping additional tracts for burning.
You will see that. We have sort of
detailed the work by district, the North,
Central, and Southern. But the one
exanmple -- we had some question on Freedom
Hills. So far this year, we've
accompl i shed burning on just under 1500
acres at Freedom Hi |l s WMA.

In addition to the prescribed
burni ng, they are also actively eval uating
and preparing various herbicide and
mechani cal applications on the tracts.
Cogan grass continues to be a chall enge
and a source of a lot of man hours trying
to combat. There are others that we work
on, but obviously Cogan grass, as with

everyone, is a perpetual problem
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We provide both for habitat
benefit and public hunting benefit. W
performa | ot of supplenmental planting and
various habitat projects designed to
I ncrease recreational opportunities and
gquality of hunting on the tract. This can
i nclude various food plot establishment,
vari ous plantings. O d Cahawba this
fiscal year, along with the Forever WIld
Field Trial Area, are a couple of tracts
t hat we have concentrated on continuing to
I mprove. We have a | ot of very good
public feedback on the work on Od
Cahawba. And as we'll note in a separate
report, these efforts support several
activities at the Forever WIld Field Trial
Area in Greensboro.

My staff is also continually
ensuring -- and this is constant work --
t hat our boundaries are maintai ned and
mar ked. So there's ongoing eval uation and
work to mark boundaries or where we

realize we have issues arising obtain the
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survey work necessary to clarify those
boundari es.

A | ot of roadwork and access
I mprovements, and we'll have a full report
at the November neeting sort of giving you
the FY report on the work that was done on
your request to inprove access through
par ki ng, through signage, way finding,
trail markers on all the properties. So |
won't go deep into that for this meeting
because |'m going to go into nore detail
on that for the November neeting. But we
al ways have routine work, but that was a
special focus this year.

We al so have engaged in feral pig
trappi ng prograns. We've had certain
tracts that have been the focus of that,
especially the Central and Sout hern
districts, and we are seeing inprovenent
in areas. We are also working obviously
wi th Chuck and his division -- a | ot of
these tracts are managed as WMAs, and so

we're working with their division. A |ot
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of work continues in Grand Bay. W have
installed cameras -- additional canmeras.
We had cameras. And so we are working on
t hose trappi ng nunbers. | will have
certain numbers. Comm ssioner, | know you
have specific nunbers on one tract.

CHAlI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: It | ooks like,
M. Parnell -- and | will be glad to
provide this for the Board --
Ms. McCurdy's staff is still pulling some
stuff together because we do this trapping
cooperatively with Wldlife & Freshwater
Fi sheries, the USDA APHI S, and the Nature
Conservancy, but this year so far
sonmewhere between 7- and 800 wild hogs
have been trapped and renmoved fromthe
Forever W Il d properties. But ['ll get
some better numbers by | ocation and
provide that to the Board.

MS. MCCURDY: Ms. Stanley?

MS. STANLEY: Thank you. | just would
i ke to request for clarification 7- or

800 out of how many? A thousand? Five
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t housand? How nuch is that?
CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: It's not

enough, not enough.

MS. MCCURDY: | think she meant --

MS. STANLEY: | just want to know --

MS. MCCURDY: -- as opposed to the
total. And | don't know that we can give

a total number of hogs, therefore, to
subtract out what we successfully track.
We can tell by sonme canmeras maybe sone
activity, but I don't -- Comm ssioner, you
may be able to address it differently --
but | don't know that we can tell you a
total nunmber of hogs.

MS. STANLEY: | just want to know if
you're putting a dent in it since ny

col | eague asked the question.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P;: | woul d say
it's not half. It is making a dent, but
we can do -- and that is a focus of our

staff and working with these other
agencies to try and do nore hog work on

t hese properties.
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MS. STANLEY: We appreciate it.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: We're |ike
every other | andowner in South Al abama
that is struggling with wild and feral
sSwi ne.

MS. MCCURDY: Including my husband.
The field staff, the Stewardship staff is
al so actively hel ping us evaluate. W get
research requests from i ndividuals and
Institutions wanting to do research on our
tracts, which we try to assist with, try
to foster, but we want to be sure it does
not interfere with our public recreation
activities or damage the land in any way.
So they assist us in those eval uati ons.

They're also involved in many
education and public outreach events.
This includes we host and work with
Chuck's division on youth tracking events,
provide staffing for the Mentored Hunt
Program

Obvi ously, again, these officers

are assisting with routine | aw
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enforcement, which is necessary based on
public recreation opportunities often.
They also, |like all of our enforcement
staff across the departnment, are assisting
wi th various disaster events. W are
call ed upon -- our enforcenent officers
are APOST certified, and they are called
upon in many differing activities.

Yes, Ms. Stanley?

MS. STANLEY: l"m sorry. You went to
t he next question before | could state
somet hi ng.

MS. MCCURDY: " m sorry.

MS. STANLEY: You've got a | ot of
information. | just wanted to commend the
organi zation. | specifically noticed that
t he public outreach included work by
Al abama A&M, Tuskegee, and Al abama St at e,
and I would be remss if I did not note
how i nmportant this is in terms of |eading
to a pipeline of a more diverse workforce
in this area. It is greatly needed.

Thank you.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

63

MS. MCCURDY: Yes. And it is the
reason for that focus. Both working with
the current students in assisting with
various research prograns, we've also had
them on our properties and at our Wehle
Land Conservation Center that ['ll mention
in a mment that provides grounds that
they can work on their research projects,
can stay on the property when necessary.
We al so have facilities where the cl asses
can meet. We have outdoor experiences,
but also the indoor, alnost classroomtype
facility. And | really want to thank
Chuck and his division as we work
col | aboratively with them We are very
excited about those partnerships and
wonder ful students, and also to have them
fairly close by is of help to us in
fostering that. So thank you for noting
t hat .

All right. Since it is, as
Ms. Stanley nmentioned, a | ot of

information, |I'll mve on to the next
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meno.
Yes, sir, M. Harper?
MR. HARPER: Ms. Patti, just inform me
on the mai ntenance. | visited the Barnett

Law ey Tract |ast year, and | was a little
di sturbed by the lack of -- it | ooked Iike
the | ack of maintenance. Are we
contracting with people for that? |[|s that
part of this? Who takes care of

mai nt enance?

MS. MCCURDY: Yes, sir. And when you
say mai ntenance, you mean of the | and
or --

MR. HARPER: VWhen | drove in, it just
seemed like it needed -- the grass needed
to be cut and bush hogged and all that.

MS. MCCURDY: | would encourage --
woul d | ove for you to cone back and go
with us on that tract. W can nmove to
that to report. But we approach the
Forever WIld Field Trial Area this way.
Where we can burn to limt the need to

bush hog, we do. W have some specific, |
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woul d say, cutting work that we do,
especially around the ponds. The various
dog events that occur require different
pond condition, grass height. It varies
conpetition to conpetition. |I'm not sure
when you woul d have been on the site -- |
don't know what month that would have
been -- but we would have done extensive
burni ng and very specific eradication of
some invasives on that tract both in the

ponds and on the grounds. W can nopve to

t hat report, but | would love if we could
schedule a time -- | know your schedule is
packed -- to go out there. | would | ove

for you to | ook around. We also are in
the process of additional facility
I mprovements there.

So why don't we go to that report.
"1l go a little out of order. And so you
woul d be | ooking for what should be the
third report from where we just were, and
it's titled Annual Activity - M Barnett
Law ey Forever WIld Field Trial Area.
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|1l give you a second to get to that
report. It's in that same grouping.
While you're getting there, I will note
that this tract is actually a partnership
bet ween Forever WIld and the State Lands
Di vision. Some of the acreage is held by
State Lands. It's held by State Lands as
It contained the structures on the
property. You know, Forever W Id does not
really acquire and maintain structures.
So State Lands purchased that acreage, and
we work to maintain the facilities, we
work to organize the events that take
pl ace on this tract. And so, again, we're
not quite done with this fiscal, but what
has occurred on the tract so far and --
this is a -- the Forever WIld acreage is
about 3300. State Lands has just under a
t housand.

Anyway, so far this fiscal year on
the field trial area, we've had 34
sporting dog events, 13 physically
di sabl ed deer hunts, 13 youth deer hunts,
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we had 36 hunters -- they were acconpani ed
by the parents, but there were 36 youth
hunters, nine youth duck hunts consisting
of 14 youth hunters, again, acconpani ed by
parents, we had two youth dove hunts that
had approxi mately a hundred hunter --
yout h hunters acconpani ed by parents. |
al so again want to thank Chuck's division
for their assistance with those events.
We have al so had ongoing interest that's
building in the birding comunity. It's a
stop on the birding trail, and we are
working a |l ot with Audubon on their events
in the Black Belt and they're utilizing
our tract as part of the stops on those
sort of field trips for those events. And
the Black Belt Birding Festival is also
one of the events that's occurring. W
continue to work with the birding groups
trying to increase how we can foster
addi tional birding events.

Field Trial and Hunt Tests are dog

events. Again, as | nmentioned, each of
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t hose events vary. Some are on horseback;
some are not. The requirenments of what
each club | ooks for, the acreage that they
need, how that acreage is maintained,
varies group to group. We do our best to
accommodate their scoring needs, their
testing needs. It has many events. W
have gone to having nmultiple events at the
same time, and so far, that's working

wel | . It's a scheduling challenge. But
you'll note that of the field trial and
hunt test events, the best estimate is we
had about 2,931 dogs. Of course, those
dogs bring people, but we're counting dogs
on that.

So far this season, we had six
horseback pointing dog field trials, 12
retriever field trials/hunt test events,
13 fox hunting events, we had the -- we
had one National Wunded Game Sem nar/ UBT
Test -- that is sort of a new usage we're
seei ng, but we appreciate their

participation -- the Drathaar Test, and
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then we al so had some weekend training
sem nar that is put on there.

Now, we have day-to-day usage by
t he handlers, the trainers who are com ng
out with their dogs. They can come during
t he day, during the week, and we provide
them areas to give them an opportunity for
one-on-one time training their dog and
hopefully improving their dog's
conpetition results.

We al so have several hunting
programs as |'ve mentioned. Il will say
that on this tract our focus, as opposed
to like a WA, is to use it for very
targeted events benefiting youth,
benefiting physically disabled. W have
had women's deer hunts there in the past.
That is the type of hunting usage. Again,
we're incorporating that with our dog
usage.

We al so are working to inprove --
again, with the help of Chuck's -- the

Fi sheries Division -- fishing
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opportunities. You know, fishing
opportunities on our tract are very
popul ar, and we're continuing to try to
I mprove the ponds that we were |eft with.
Sonme of them were not in great condition,
but we are working on that and have
I ncorporated grass carp trying to decrease
some of the invasives in those ponds.

We al so are carrying on
si mul taneously various habitat restoration
projects and sort of a native grasses type
of restoration. That work has been since
t he begi nning of that tract acquisition
and has included various experiments on
what techni ques work best. That continues
and we're seeing great progress. As any
tract, we have invasive species. Cogan
grass activity continues on the tract.

One thing that | do want to --
Comm ssioner, | don't know if you want to
add anything to -- but in addition to the
events that are really primarily utilizing

grounds, there are some structures there
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t hat benefit the dog events, and we are
continuing to inprove those. | separated
out in your menmo of the infrastructure

I mprovements the ones that are being
furthered by State Lands doll ars because
it's State Lands acreage and ones that are
being furthered by Forever W1l d dollars.

But we have renovated our office to better

serve -- it's an old scale house when |
say office -- but anyway, have
accommodated it, it helps the daily user

sign in, a lot of the dog users. OQur

out door pavilion received an upgrade and
painting and a pair of bathroom
facilities. We had a |arge buil ding that
was formally actual inmate quarters. W
have denolished that building. Obviously,
it was of no use to us, and we took the
wor k on of demolishing that and maki ng way
for future plans to add a new event
facility there we hope in the future. W
have two houses that were left on the

property. The clubs use those. A few
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peopl e may sl eep there, but most of the
occupancy i s pushed into surrounding
communities benefiting them econom cally.
But the clubs will host -- they may have a
smal |l dinner in the houses. The judges
use that for scoring and for neeting
during the events. But there are two
houses used for those activities.

We're doing roadwork, trying to
I mprove a connecting road -- again,

I mprovi ng access -- that will allow a
better flow between events in different
areas on the properties.

We have what we call the red horse
barn. Currently, the horse dog events can
paddock -- have paddocks there for horses.
We are expanding that, almst doubling
t hat capacity. W're going to add
fencing. We're working on mulching to
open up an area so that nmore horses can be
better maintained there. W' re working on
installing hook ups for the attendees --

they're comng with very | arge dog




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

73

trailers -- for themto be able to stay
overni ght and stay with their dogs there.

We have conducted surveys rel ated
to that work, and basically also we are
requiring -- it doesn't sound exciting
maybe but will be well used -- five new
sort of bathroom -- permanent bat hroons
that will be placed for the public usage
so they are not trying to cone back in to
t hose two houses to use the facilities.
They can -- the dog events can go on
wi t hout interruption, shall we say.

Any questions on the field trial
area? Anything, Comm ssioner, you would
l'i ke to add?

Yes, sir, Dr. Valentine?

DR. VALENTINE: | have a question

about how you're managi ng the invasive --

MS. MCCURDY: " m sorry. Can you
speak up.
DR. VALENTINE: | have a question

about how you're managi ng invasive SAV in

the one pond and in the fishing. |Is that
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a sterile carp, or is that an invasive
carp?
MS. MCCURDY: It is in conjunction

with input fromthe dog events organi zers,

t he vari ous ones. It was sort of a
mutual |y agreed upon carp. All | can tell
you is it a white amur grass carp. |I'm

sure if you don't m nd hangi ng out
afterwards, ny staff can --

DR. VALENTI NE: Just curious.

MS. MCCURDY: The bi ol ogi st and not
the | awyer would probably the better
person to tell you that.

DR. VALENTI NE: |*'massumng it's a
sterile carp.

MS. MCCURDY: |'m going to have to
tell you I do not know, but ny staff can
assi st you. If you will hang around, ']l
plug you in with my staff on the tract.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Dr. Sal oont?

DR. SALOOM  Just a conmment. | nmust
say this a very inmpressive report and the

work that is being done and the outreach
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and education part of this and making all
this available to the public, you know,
it's a great testament of the m ssion of
what we're all about.

MS. MCCURDY: Thank you. It's a | ot
of wor k.

MR. HARPER: Just a comment. | got
this and read this, and | reckon | visited
the property before | got on this Board.
But back April or May time frame of | ast
year, | was just a little disappointed in
the entrance. And this was after field
trial season, so May, June. You know, |
I magi ne everybody was gone. But that's
what | was concerned about, the
mai nt enance in that time frame. But it's
conti nued mai ntenance year round, |'m
sure.

MS. MCCURDY: Yes, it is. It is nore
I ntensi ve when the events are taking
pl ace, yes, but it's year round. And
pl ease visit anytime. You may want to

take certain points in the year. |[|'d
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actually love to sit down with you. W
can show you the plan that we have that we
follow on that tract and why we do what we
do when we do. Like everybody, | mean,
It's work and everybody's strapped.
Anybody with land is strapped to manage
iIt. But we have a plan that we follow, a
rotation of burning, a rotation of
spraying, which event's taking place when
t hat we concentrate on as far as pulling

t he Bush Hog out or, you know, tracking
wor k or roadwork, but nore than happy to
run through the seasonal plan on that
tract whenever you have tine.

MR. HARPER: Like | said, | did read
the report and that's inmpressive. What |
saw didn't really match this, but that was
earlier than this. But this is
| mpr essi ve.

MS. MCCURDY: We'd |love to have you
out, and we'd | ove any input on the tract
t hat you m ght want to share.

Comm ssioner, | know we're running
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l ong. 1've now gone through -- well, |et
me keep goi ng. l*"m sorry. Any additional
gquestions on the field trial area?

Al'l right. Going back to pick up

where | was. We had the Natural Heritage

Section report, and | will -- this
section -- and Jo Lewis is head of this
effort -- straddles both the

adm ni strative arm getting the
nom nati ons, overseeing the processing of
nom nations, getting you information for

your packet, a lot of work that goes on

adm nistratively fromthe staff. But
they're also doing many things that | want
to note. I'Il, again, let you read

t hrough.

The dat abase that we maintain that
Is utilized by over 2500 individuals
currently holds over 6 mllion records.
Just within this |last year, we've exceeded
so far 975,000 additional entries that are
avai l abl e and provide a |lot of information

to the public when they call as to before
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t hey take action where there may be
sensitive areas, but also various
researchers from around the nation that
are in need of additional information. W
have so far also attached the coordi nates,
about 96 percent of those records. And
this work is also benefited by U S. Fish &
Wlildlife Service, State Wldlife grant
fundi ng that Chuck's division allows us to
utilize. You will see also in this report
the interaction with the public that takes
pl ace with the Heritage Section as well as
the research that is done that is then
turned back out into applications. | will
| et you read through that, but it is an

I mpressive work that is ongoing al so of

a -- going onto our tracts, for exanmple --
Is a very practical application.

When we're putting in a
recreational trail, we're adding a new
road, whatever we're doing, there is an
assessment that's done, an ecol ogi cal

assessment on the tract to be sure that
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we're not damaging a sensitive habitat,

but if we are, we're worried about that,
we're just going to route the trail around
it. But it is inmportant, ongoing, very

i ntensi ve work, and while they're doing

that type of work inventorying the finds

of the various species -- plant species as
an exanple that will be encountered on
these tracts -- that helps us with various

federal funding opportunities in a |ot of
different work that we do to have the
background on the tracts to denonstrate
that they qualify for grant assistance of
vari ous natures.

Next, you'll see what we
categorize as our recreational prograns
update. Again, this will be also part of
a more detailed report we'll have in
Novenber after we've conpleted the fiscal
year, but | do want to highlight a few
stats. We currently are managi ng 173
m | es of canoe trail, 79 mles of hiking

trail, 47 mles of mountain biking trail,
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39 mles of horseback riding trail, and
54 mles of what we termmulti-use trail.
It's hard for us to put it in one category
or anot her because of the nultiple uses,
so we just call it multiple use.

This report also details the
vari ous parking |lot work and i nmprovement
that we're currently undergoing. Again,
you' |l I hear more about that in Decenber
(sic).

We al so are lucky to have great
partnerships like with the City of Dothan.
There was an erosion issue that was noted
on that tract. The City of Dothan is
wor king with us on that and hel pi ng us
with certain work and repairs that will be
needed on that tract, so | want to thank
Dot han for their partnership.

Again, you will note the various
recreational access inmprovements. |
t hi nk, Comm ssioner, I'll just wait and
detail those again in nore detail in

Novenber when we have a nobre conplete
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pi cture.

Agai n, our rec crew, they're
certified burners. They help on burns.
Again, we're all working together, but
It's just how we group these reports.

| al so have a detailed report on
t he Wehl e Land Conservation Center. This
is the facility that | nmentioned in
Bul |l ock County. We have used that
facility as a nmeans for outreach to the
| ocal school systens, providing
educati onal assistance in trying to have
field trips on those properties. W
provide some financial assistance. That
havi ng been in conjunction with Auburn
Uni versity.

But if you'll see this tract --

' m going to run through -- in addition to
Its uses for field-based research, you'll
note that we have 14 open trail weekends.

| *'m not going to detail all the visitation
numbers, but that alone is over 480

visitors. We had over 200 visitors for
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vari ous neetings. W have been a good
spot in that area of the state -- it's
fairly rural -- to bring together resource
agenci es, both |local and state. W had
143 students and teachers for the

Bul |l ock County Water Festival. W had
youth at the Bullock County Youth Fishing
Derby. Again, you'll see the numbers in
the report on those activities, but that
I's, again, another property that is used
for education. W are burning on that
property. We have trapped 23 hogs on that
property as part of one of our efforts.
"1l let you run through that reporting.
Agai n, Comm ssioner, | know we're running
l ong. But the interaction of that staff
and their knowl edge and expertise and

bi ol ogy expertise is also utilized on

ot her Forever WIld tracts, but their
primary responsibility day to day is
managi ng the Wehle facility, both the | and
and the activities.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  One thing that
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didn't make the report that |'m probably
very proud of working here is that County
Road 47 that goes through the Wehle Nature
Center had potholes in it that you could

| ose a school bus in. It was very in bad
shape. And working with Governor |vey,
DOT Director Cooper, and Bullock County,
we were able to get that paved | ast year
and that has been a great addition getting

in and out of the Wehle Center. All the

stuff that we do, I"'mtickled to get a
road paved. | think that was -- took a
| ot of work and it was very -- took a | ot

of cooperation fromthe Governor to get
t hat done. So I'mvery thankful for her
hel p on that.

MS. MCCURDY: Yeah, |I'mon the
Bul |l ock County Tourism Council, and I
don't know -- every tinme | go, | think
that's the -- maybe the greatest conmment
I's thank you, Conmm ssioner and Director
Cooper, for doing sonething about that

road.
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So | think I hit the menos. [ f |
ski pped one, | apol ogi ze. But | know t hat
went on a little bit. | both wanted to

poi nt out a few aspects of that and also
note to the Board if these reports either
spark questions you have or concerns you
have, you know, please |et us know.
Staff's available to sit down and go

t hrough these with y'all. [If there's
addi tional information you would |ike to

see in these reports and have them

recognized in a different manner, |I'm al so
al ways open for that. Please just let ne
know and |'I1l put you in touch with the

staff menmber that is nost focused in that

ar ea.
Next, moving on is also an

activity report of sorts. | skipped over

forest management. Sorry about that. The

| ast report, 5d, before we nove to 5e,
relates to an update on the forest
managenment activities. W have divided

t hat report usually in harvest activities
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and then in reforestation activities.

We only had about 30 acres of
needed specific reforestation efforts this
year. We have made great progress in
wor ki ng through some of the timber
reserves that we had to work through
reforestation on. Those are beginning to
| essen. That is on Uchee that we had the
reforestation work. | won't go tract by
tract, but between first, second
t hi nnings, final harvest, clearcuts as of
date of the report, we estimte about
3,550 acres had some type of forest timber
management activity, again, whether that
be thinning or clearcuts or final harvest
on those tracts. | do that last normally
because it | eads to our next item which
Is Tab 5e.

At the August neeting, we also try
to -- in addition to updating you on
forest activity over this fiscal year, we
try to give you a picture of what we

anticipate will be the intended focus
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going into this next fiscal year. And so
we are anticipating the need in the
upcom ng fiscal year to either initiate or
conti nue thinning on Barbour WMA, Coosa
WA, Freedom Hills WMA, O d Cahawba Tract
Addi tion, Portland Landi ng SOA, Red

Hills -- additional work there -- Skyline
WMA Post Oak Flat Patrick Addition, Turkey
Creek Nature Center Parker Addition, Uchee
SOA Tract. We anticipate final harvest to
be conmpl eted on Lauderdale WMA, Little

Ri ver Canyon WMA, Portl and Landi ng SOA.
Again, you will see the exact acreage
figures in your meno. Then we anticipate
in the upcom ng year reforestation
activity needed at Freedom Hills and,
again, at Uchee. Because it is a little
difficult to know in advance, also we may
encounter an issue on a tract that moves
work up in priority. W generally ask for
a fairly broad notion fromthe Board as to
upcom ng activities. | will say if the

Board menmbers any tract you want to visit
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to see the activity or a tract that you
believe needs to be prioritized within the
next fiscal year that's not on that |ist,
you know, please continue to |let me know
and work with staff and identify that and
add that. This is really just staff's
anticipated focus for the upcom ng fiscal.
So I'll take any questions or
concerns on that.
CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Dr. Powers?
DR. POWERS: So | move that the Board
aut hori zes the State Lands Division to
I mpl ement or continue, as applicable,
forest managenment activities for the
fiscal year 2024 as described in the
menor andum dat ed August 3, 2023.
MR. HOLLOWAY: Second.
CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Seconded by
M. Hol | oway.
Are there any questions or foll ow-
up on that from the Board?
Al'l those in favor say |I.

Any opposed?
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None opposed. The nmotion carries.

Thank you. | think that concl udes
the reports from-- the m scell aneous
reports that we were going to cover.
There's some other information in your
packets. | think we've already talked
about nmost of those with Natural Bridge,
Bl akel ey St ate Park.

The next order of business is the
approval of the mnutes fromthe May 4th
meeting. That's in your packet. It's
Tab 6.

Are there any corrections or
additions to the m nutes?

Any edits?

|s there a notion to approve the
May 4, 2023, m nutes?

MR. OATES: So noved.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  So noved by
M. Oates.

MR. HARPER: Second.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Seconded by
M. Har per.
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All right. MWth no corrections or
additions, all those in favor say | of
approving the m nutes.

Any opposed?

None opposed. The nmotion carries.

The next meeting will be in Auburn
on November the 2nd, nmy wife's birthday.
She'll be glad that |I'm not here with her.

MS. MCCURDY: You can take her to a
good dinner while you're there. 1'Il help
you with that. And that's going to be --
t he School of Forestry has graciously been
assisting us, so we anticipate being
t here.

MR. BLANKENSHIP: So is there any
ot her business from the Board?

Any ot her from you, State Lands?

MS. MCCURDY: Unless staff tells nme |
m ssed somet hi ng.

Comm ssioner, | would like to
just, again, take the opportunity to thank
my staff for their hard work. They're the

ones out in hundred degree tenperatures,
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and | just want to -- many of them are
here today, and | just want to tell them I
appreci ate your efforts.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: And |
appreciate the reports. | enjoyed reading
about their work and nmore inmportantly
enjoyed seeing it on the tracts when you
go in, see how the access is |ooking so
much better, the way finding signage and
access i nprovenments, and then all the
habi t at managenment. G ad to see that, all
t hat work being done. Thank, y'all.

Wth that, we are adjourned.
(Proceedi ngs concl uded at

12: 36 p.m)
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REPORTER' S CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABANMA
AUTAUGA COUNTY

|, Stacey L. Johnson, Certified Court
Reporter and Comm ssioner for the State of
Al abama at Large, hereby certify that on
August 3, 2023, | reported the proceedi ngs
in the matter of the foregoing cause, and
t hat pages 3 through 90 contain a true and
accurate transcription of the
af orenmenti oned proceedi ngs.

| further certify that | am neither of
kin nor of counsel to any of the parties
to said cause, nor in any manner
Interested in the results thereof.

This the 15th day of October, 2023.

[ s/ Stacey L. Johnson

STACEY L. JOHNSON, CCR
Comm ssi oner for the

State of Al abama at Large

CCR 386, Expires 9/30/2024
COVWM SSI ON EXPI RES: 6/ 22/ 2027
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	We have 11 members present. We do have a quorum. 

	I'd like now to ask Ms. Margaret 
	I'd like now to ask Ms. Margaret 
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	Sullivan to come up and welcome on behalf of the University of South Alabama. 
	MS. SULLIVAN: Thank you so much, Commissioner. 
	I'm Margaret Sullivan, vice president for development and alumni relations. And on behalf of President Bonner, who, unfortunately and regrettably, was called out of town, I am here to welcome you to the University of South Alabama and to the MacQueen Alumni Center. We are thrilled that you're hosting the quarterly meeting here and just commend you for all you do in service to Alabama and to conserve our beautiful lands, wildlife, and marine life. 
	Just briefly, I wanted to let you know that the MacQueen Alumni Center opened in 2020, and it is the campus home to over 96,000 alumni. And since the MacQueen Alumni Center opened in 2020, there have been a lot of transformational 

	things going on on campus. We now have 
	things going on on campus. We now have 
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	the Hancock Whitney Stadium and had the best football season of all time last year. I invite you all to come to some home games and would love that. 
	We are scheduled to break ground on a new college of medicine education and research facility in December. This will be a 250,000-square-foot, 200-milliondollar facility that will provide state-of-the-art education and research. It will also allow us to expand our medical school class size from 80 to a hundred students. So very excited about that. 
	-

	You may have seen we announced the purchase of Providence Hospital in April. That will add over 2,000 employees to the university. 
	We are planning for a new performing arts center, and we are building a Jaguar marching band facility on campus. 

	One of the most relevant things I 
	One of the most relevant things I 
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	of Marine and Environmental Sciences, which was established, Dr. Powers, in 2021, received accreditation, and so there is a lot going on here thanks to the phenomenal leadership of President Joe Bonner, our fourth president. 

	I also wanted to call out one of our most accomplished alumni and your Board Chair, Commissioner Chris Blankenship. Chris is a 1993 alumni in political science, and fortunately for all of us, he did not take the path to DC to pursue a career in political science. He stayed in Alabama and has done such amazing and great things that have been in his DNA I think since he was a young boy on Dauphin Island. Chris, if you don't know, was a 2023 distinguished alumni for the university. That is our most prestigious
	I also wanted to call out one of our most accomplished alumni and your Board Chair, Commissioner Chris Blankenship. Chris is a 1993 alumni in political science, and fortunately for all of us, he did not take the path to DC to pursue a career in political science. He stayed in Alabama and has done such amazing and great things that have been in his DNA I think since he was a young boy on Dauphin Island. Chris, if you don't know, was a 2023 distinguished alumni for the university. That is our most prestigious
	call you part of our family and for all 
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	that you do for this state. 

	I also want to recognize my dear friend and colleague, Dr. Sean Powers. Dr. Powers joined us --and he will not brag on himself but I will. He joined the university in 2003 and since that time has really built an incredible marine sciences program, over 30 million dollars of research, a strong, strong partnership with Dr. Valentine and the Dauphin Island Sea Lab, and I think over 156 peer-reviewed applications. 
	I also want to recognize my dear friend and colleague, Dr. Sean Powers. Dr. Powers joined us --and he will not brag on himself but I will. He joined the university in 2003 and since that time has really built an incredible marine sciences program, over 30 million dollars of research, a strong, strong partnership with Dr. Valentine and the Dauphin Island Sea Lab, and I think over 156 peer-reviewed applications. 
	We started the new school of marine and environmental sciences in 2021, enrolled the first class last fall, about 40 students. We now have 205 declared majors in marine and environmental sciences. So the good work that you-all will continue for generations to come. 

	But just want to welcome you-all to USA. We want you to come back often and our campus is your home, so thank you 
	But just want to welcome you-all to USA. We want you to come back often and our campus is your home, so thank you 
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	world to us. Thank you. CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Thank you, Margaret. I appreciate that welcome. 
	Just for my purposes, how many of the Board members this is your first time on the University of South Alabama campus? 
	Well, glad to have you down here. One of the good reasons for having these meetings in different places around the state is so that we can get a good feel for what's going on from one end of the state to the other. So I appreciate all of you from North Alabama making the trip down here. 

	We'll now begin our public comment period. Just a reminder that we have a three-minute time limit on the public comments. We only have, I think, three speakers this morning so far that have signed up. If you wanted to make public comment but haven't had the opportunity to 
	We'll now begin our public comment period. Just a reminder that we have a three-minute time limit on the public comments. We only have, I think, three speakers this morning so far that have signed up. If you wanted to make public comment but haven't had the opportunity to 
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	raise your hand and one of our staff members will get that to you to make sure that your opportunity for public comment is available. 
	All right. I'm not seeing any. Our first speaker is on the Belcher Phase 2 Tract. It's Justinn Overton with Coosa Riverkeeper. That's Tab 3b. Just a second. How are you today? 
	MS. OVERTON: I'm great. How are you? 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Good to see you. 
	MS. OVERTON: This is also my first time on campus. This is a beautiful facility. Thank you for having us. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Okay. Go ahead. 
	MS. OVERTON: Good morning. My name is Justinn Overton. I'm the executive director and staff riverkeeper at Coosa Riverkeeper. 
	We're a citizen-based river 

	conservation nonprofit representing over 
	conservation nonprofit representing over 
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	3500 dues-paying members who love the lakes, creeks, and skinny waters of the Coosa River system as well as the land that is over 5,000 square miles that we work in at Coosa Riverkeeper. 
	3500 dues-paying members who love the lakes, creeks, and skinny waters of the Coosa River system as well as the land that is over 5,000 square miles that we work in at Coosa Riverkeeper. 
	I'm here today to enthusiastically support the Belcher Phase 2 Tract. I have had the opportunity personally to play in that part of the Belcher Tract as well as growing up going to Oak Mountain basically begging my dad to go up to King's Chair. For those of you that have ever done that hike, it can be sort of brutal, especially on a summer day like this, and so the aesthetic value that this particular tract of land can offer folks that are on the Cahaba River basin looking out into the Coosa Valley is subst
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	important to us as an organization, as well as to me personally, that we keep this aesthetic value from King's Chair intact. There are so many new neighborhoods in the Chelsea area. It actually seems like they're popping up what seems like every single day. 

	So the water quality is also a vital reason that I'm here today. Coosa Riverkeeper just settled a case with a large developer that was having ongoing sedimentation issues into the north fork of Yellow Leaf Creek, which is a major tributary to Lay Lake on the Coosa River. So I believe by protecting this land it will also protect water quality of Cooper Branch, which is a very small skinny water that is also a tributary to the north fork of Yellow Leaf Creek, which is also home to a variety of species that y'
	So the water quality is also a vital reason that I'm here today. Coosa Riverkeeper just settled a case with a large developer that was having ongoing sedimentation issues into the north fork of Yellow Leaf Creek, which is a major tributary to Lay Lake on the Coosa River. So I believe by protecting this land it will also protect water quality of Cooper Branch, which is a very small skinny water that is also a tributary to the north fork of Yellow Leaf Creek, which is also home to a variety of species that y'
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	of our watershed is facing is substantial on top of the value that this will bring to the communities that I represent and serve that are looking for more places to enjoy Alabama's abundant natural resources. 
	So I'm very excited and hope that y'all will consider this, and thank you for the opportunity to speak. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Thank you. Just for the court reporter, Ms. Stanley has joined us on the Board. 
	Our next speaker is on the Turkey Creek update from Jefferson County, Charles Yeager and Carter Sanford. 
	MR. YEAGER: Carlee. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Carlee. And there's no tab. This is not a current nomination. Okay. 

	MR. YEAGER: Thank you, Commissioner, members of the Board. I really appreciate you giving me an opportunity to speak. 
	MR. YEAGER: Thank you, Commissioner, members of the Board. I really appreciate you giving me an opportunity to speak. 
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	going on at Turkey Creek every year. 
	My name is Charles Yeager, and I am the manager of Turkey Creek Nature Preserve. I've been there for now over 12 years. I have the wonderful honor and responsibility of working with the State to manage the Turkey Creek Nature Preserve. If you are not familiar, it's in Pinson, Alabama. We have estimated around 130,000 that are coming out every year. This is our busy time of year. It's a very popular place for folks to swim, fish, hike, and this year is no different. We certainly are seeing record numbers, an

	This year it's been incredibly busy here. Our education programs have seen over 800 students come through our programs. Just in the calendar year alone, we've had over 25 volunteer groups with 175 volunteers coming out to help us maintain and improve the preserve. We've 
	This year it's been incredibly busy here. Our education programs have seen over 800 students come through our programs. Just in the calendar year alone, we've had over 25 volunteer groups with 175 volunteers coming out to help us maintain and improve the preserve. We've 
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	had another number of events, including a native plant sale. We have a trail ride coming up in October. And amongst all this, we've been working very closely with the State to improve a parking lot, which is a huge asset and a huge change for the preserve. It's much needed with the amount of traffic we have. So I want to thank the State Lands folks, Zach and Jacque, for working so diligently to make this possible because it is much needed. I want to thank you for helping to fund that and make that possible.

	I also want to introduce you guys to Carlee. She's the executive director of Ruffner Mountain Coalition. This year we went through a pretty major transition, and she's going to tell you guys about that transition and some of the things that are coming up in the future. 
	I also want to introduce you guys to Carlee. She's the executive director of Ruffner Mountain Coalition. This year we went through a pretty major transition, and she's going to tell you guys about that transition and some of the things that are coming up in the future. 
	MS. SANFORD: Thank you. I'll be 
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	mention that Charles Yeager in April, he became under --under the staff of Ruffner Mountain Nature Coalition. 

	So we are going through some major changes in Jefferson County. I want to just go ahead and mention them. Our bill passed, so we are officially now the Jefferson County Greenways Commission. So we are looking at how we maintain and operate and bring all the green spaces -large-acre green spaces in the future. Ruffner Mountain also has Forever Wild land. We average about 100,000 visitors per year. So it's really great. We're all coming together, streamlining operations, and we're working towards being more e
	So we are going through some major changes in Jefferson County. I want to just go ahead and mention them. Our bill passed, so we are officially now the Jefferson County Greenways Commission. So we are looking at how we maintain and operate and bring all the green spaces -large-acre green spaces in the future. Ruffner Mountain also has Forever Wild land. We average about 100,000 visitors per year. So it's really great. We're all coming together, streamlining operations, and we're working towards being more e
	-
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	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: And that also includes Red Mountain Park? 
	MS. SANFORD: Yes. It also includes Red Mountain Park, yes. Five years in the making. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Thank you very much. 
	And just for the Board, there are some reports from our State Lands Division in the back of the folder. If you recall, last May, y'all provided some funding from the Stewardship Fund to do things. The parking lot at Turkey Creek is one of those projects that has been funded through the vote that you had on those Stewardship projects. 
	Thank, y'all. 
	The next speaker is Mike Bunn. This is on the Historic Blakeley Pye Addition, Tab 4b page 19, and also it's 5g in your green folder. 
	All right, sir. Go ahead. 

	MR. BUNN: Good morning, everyone. 
	MR. BUNN: Good morning, everyone. 
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	I'm Mike Bunn. I'm the director of Historic Blakeley State Park. With me is Jamie Jaye who is probably listed, maybe separately. We're going to tell you about this together. 
	Real quick, we just want to reiterate probably some things that you may know already, but the tract that's being considered is adjacent to property that's already operating as part of the park. We already have some property on the southern end of our park that Forever Wild is allowing us to use for our trail system, et cetera. This particular parcel is, of course, incredibly valued for its natural heritage. It's on the river. It's a beautiful habitat for wildlife, et cetera, but it also has some serious sig

	occurred on April 9th, part of that line 
	occurred on April 9th, part of that line 
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	charged right through that bluff on that property to the northernmost portion of the confederate line at Ft. Blakeley. And what's really interesting about that is that northern part of the confederate line that was involved there represents one of the largest concentrations of African-American troops to fight. They were on the battlefield at Ft. Blakeley. So adding to that to what we're already interpreting is the USCT Heritage Trail would be really significant for us and I think, you know, a really good us

	MR. JAYE: Good morning. My name is Jamie Jaye. 
	MR. JAYE: Good morning. My name is Jamie Jaye. 
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	a year ago through a mutual friend of ours, Sam Crosby. And although she's in her mid-90s now, she's originally from this area, and she relocated to Detroit, Michigan, saying she could not handle the heat in South Alabama any longer. But she's very sharp-minded and was quick to point out that she has strictly held onto this piece of property for conservation and preservation and, in her words, a place for the critters to hang out. But she's expressed a sincere interest in allowing this property to be contin
	Thank you for your time. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Dr. Powers? 
	DR. POWERS: Now, holding right in the middle of that --so this isn't continuous. There seems to be a little -
	-


	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: In your green folder on 5g, the nomination has been edited and -
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: In your green folder on 5g, the nomination has been edited and -
	-
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	DR. POWERS: Never mind. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: All right. Thank you. 
	That's the end of our public comment period. Is there anybody else that wanted to speak that didn't get a chance? 
	All right. Thank you. 
	By regulation, appraisal values are confidential during periods of negotiation. Accordingly, in order to discuss tract appraisal values, the Board will need to go into a recess for an executive session. 
	Is there a motion for the Board to now recess to attend an executive session? 
	MR. OATES: So moved. 
	MR. HARPER: Second. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Moved by Mr. Oates and seconded by Mr. Harper. 

	As I call your name, please state your position on the motion to recess. Those in favor indicate by saying aye and 
	As I call your name, please state your position on the motion to recess. Those in favor indicate by saying aye and 
	1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

	those opposed by saying no. Chris Blankenship, yes. Jack Darnall? 
	those opposed by saying no. Chris Blankenship, yes. Jack Darnall? 
	MR. DARNALL: 
	MR. DARNALL: 
	MR. DARNALL: 
	Yes. 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	Mr. Harper? 

	MR. HARPER: 
	MR. HARPER: 
	Yes. 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	Mr. Holloway? 

	MR. HOLLOWAY: 
	MR. HOLLOWAY: 
	Yes. 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	Dr. Howell? 

	DR. HOWELL: 
	DR. HOWELL: 
	Aye. 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	Dr. McClintock? 

	DR. MCCLINTOCK: 
	DR. MCCLINTOCK: 
	Yes. 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	Mr. Oates? 

	MR. OATES: 
	MR. OATES: 
	Yes. 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	Mr. Parnell? 

	MR. PARNELL: 
	MR. PARNELL: 
	Yes. 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	Dr. Powers? 

	DR. POWERS: 
	DR. POWERS: 
	Yes. 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	Dr. Saloom? 

	DR. SALOOM: 
	DR. SALOOM: 
	Yes. 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	Dr. Valentine? 

	DR. VALENTINE: 
	DR. VALENTINE: 
	Yes. 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
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	Ms. Stanley? 
	MS. STANLEY: Yes. 
	Thank you. It is now 10:19. We'll take approximately a 20-minute recess and then return. 
	(Recess from 10:19 a.m. to 

	10:34 a.m.) 
	10:34 a.m.) 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: All right. We are back from executive session. It is 
	10:34. I'll turn it over to Ms. McCurdy for program status. MS. MCCURDY: Thank you, Commissioner. 
	All right. Board members, we'll be on Tab 2a, and this is from your green folder so it will be the slightly yellow sheet. We had some updates to the numbers. 

	So I wanted to run through the properties that we currently have in the closing process based on prior Board motions for staff to proceed with second appraisals and negotiation with landowners 
	So I wanted to run through the properties that we currently have in the closing process based on prior Board motions for staff to proceed with second appraisals and negotiation with landowners 
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	line. So I wanted to run through those for status and also to let the Board know what their current available balance is for additional property actions if you choose to move forward with anything today. 

	All right. The properties that are in some phase of the closing process are the following: Bon Secour River Wetland Addition, Baldwin County; Sipsey River Swamp Brownville Addition, Tuscaloosa County; Skyline WMA-Fowler Cove Addition, Jackson County. If we take those properties, the acquisition cost, and also the required transfer to the Forever Wild Stewardship Account and do all that math, that leaves you with approximately just over 20 million. We have to stay within our budgetary authority per the State
	All right. The properties that are in some phase of the closing process are the following: Bon Secour River Wetland Addition, Baldwin County; Sipsey River Swamp Brownville Addition, Tuscaloosa County; Skyline WMA-Fowler Cove Addition, Jackson County. If we take those properties, the acquisition cost, and also the required transfer to the Forever Wild Stewardship Account and do all that math, that leaves you with approximately just over 20 million. We have to stay within our budgetary authority per the State
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	operating more along the lines of 20 million. So that's the current status of properties in closing. To remind the Board, once you instruct staff to get those closed, unless we hit a glitch of some sort, we continue that process and close those. If we hit a glitch or something unexpected, I come back to you and ask for further direction, but right now everything is okay with those closings. 

	I wanted to also run through the properties that have closed this fiscal year. Before I do that, are there any questions on the properties that are currently in the closing process? 
	I wanted to also run through the properties that have closed this fiscal year. Before I do that, are there any questions on the properties that are currently in the closing process? 
	Okay. Let's run through for the benefit of the public as well as the Board the tracts that have closed in this fiscal year so far. Our fiscal year began October 1st of last year. That's Autauga WMA-County Road 112 Addition, Autauga WMA-Hart Addition, Cahaba 
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	River-Shelby County Park Peel Addition, Coldwater Mountain-McVey Addition, Coldwater Mountain-Robertson Addition, Freedom Hills WMA-Boddie Addition, Perdido WMA-Snowden Branch Addition, Red Hills-Flat Creek Phase IV, also Phase V, Riverton CHA-Hurd Hollow Addition, and Riverton CHA-Barnett Mill Hollow. That's so far this fiscal year a total of approximately 3,184 acres. 
	Any questions on the closed properties? 
	All right. Let's move to Tab 2b. This is our Stewardship Fund information. The Board had previously authorized spending from the Stewardship account for the various projects and that did include, as the Commissioner noted, the parking lot work that Charles was updating us on. Currently, we have in our available balance --the accounting reports, which is what I give you, would show that we 

	have an available balance of just over a 
	have an available balance of just over a 
	1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
	million dollars. However, in various aspects and phases currently of our procurement and process, there's an additional $946,000 that is in process of being paid or is encumbered related to contract work, such as the parking lot. So actually, we're getting toward the end of fiscal --that will be September 30th --so we don't expect a problem, but we are approaching the figure we had budgeted for Stewardship Fund expenditures for this fiscal year, but we're fine. 

	I would also note for the Board we give --in connection with Tab 4c that was in your green folder --the quarterly report the State treasurer office provides us as to current net asset value of the Stewardship Fund and that report is detailed in Tab 4c. The bottom line figures the net asset value is over 
	I would also note for the Board we give --in connection with Tab 4c that was in your green folder --the quarterly report the State treasurer office provides us as to current net asset value of the Stewardship Fund and that report is detailed in Tab 4c. The bottom line figures the net asset value is over 
	43.4 million at this point. The Stewardship Fund by the constitutional amendment it was formed is designed to 
	1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
	provide a basis of security perpetually for care and maintenance of the tracts that are acquired. 
	Any questions related to the Stewardship Fund? 
	Okay. Commissioner, that wraps up the usual financial reports. If there are no questions, I will move on to the update and status of our appraisals that have been motioned by the Board. And that's Tab 3a. Again, we had a few updates, and so, Board members, you will be looking for your yellow sheet. 
	Of the appraisals, this is --I will run through the appraisals that we have in hand. Therefore, these tracts are available for further Board action if the Board should choose to move toward acquisition. I also want to update you on the appraisals you motioned for in previous meetings that have not yet been completed, so I'm going to run through 

	everything. 
	everything. 
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	We have the Lake Guntersville State Park-John Doss Mountain Addition, Marshall County; the Lillian Swamp Blackwater Addition, Baldwin County; Oak Mountain State Park-Belcher Addition Phase 2, Shelby County. 
	We have additional appraisals that you've motioned for but we have not yet initiated, and those include Blackwater River SOA-Clapper Addition. We had not initiated that one as we did not have complete deed information back from the landowner. We did receive that as I was driving down yesterday so we'll review that when we get back, but I anticipate that one will move forward as soon as we return. We're still missing some deed information on the Coldwater Mountain-Martin Addition. We're also missing some dee

	landowner, but we're having to follow up 
	landowner, but we're having to follow up 
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	on some questions related to that before we move forward with the appraisals. Again, we don't initiate the appraisals until we have the information that ensures we'll get a proper valuation from the appraiser based on acreage, based on potential encumbrances that we are aware of at this time, so that's --but those are in --hopefully will be in the process of being available for our next meeting. 
	Any questions from the Board related to pending appraisals? 
	All right. Commissioner, if you don't have anything else, then I will move forward to Tab 5a, which reflects the status of various grant activity staff's been working on. 

	And for the benefit of the public, the Board has asked the staff to continue to be vigilant in trying to find out opportunities to leverage the Board's dollars, either through partnerships or 
	And for the benefit of the public, the Board has asked the staff to continue to be vigilant in trying to find out opportunities to leverage the Board's dollars, either through partnerships or 
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	of the tracts might fit within that grant program requirements. Oftentimes those are federal grants. A lot of our partnership opportunities have also been in conjunctions with our Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Division, Chuck Sykes' division, on their federal Pittman-Robertson funds. So I just want to kind of run through that quickly. 

	The nominations that have already been approved that are in the acquisition process that are benefiting from grant funding or leverage funding or partnerships include the Bon Secour River Wetland Additions. That tract is benefiting from a grant that we are able to secure through the National Coastal Wetlands Conservation program, and it is providing --that federal funding will cover approximately 68 percent of that land value portion of that acquisition. We also are partnering with the Wildlife --our depart
	The nominations that have already been approved that are in the acquisition process that are benefiting from grant funding or leverage funding or partnerships include the Bon Secour River Wetland Additions. That tract is benefiting from a grant that we are able to secure through the National Coastal Wetlands Conservation program, and it is providing --that federal funding will cover approximately 68 percent of that land value portion of that acquisition. We also are partnering with the Wildlife --our depart
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	Freshwater Fisheries Division on the Skyline WMA-Fowler Cove Addition. Those are some of Chuck's Pittman-Robertson funds. They require a 25 percent State-based match. Forever Wild provides that State-based match so that we can assess those federal funds. 
	The nominations that are in some portion of the appraisal process that have a leveraging opportunity include the Blackwater River SOA-Clapper Addition. That's another property that we are working with Chuck on in the Pittman-Robertson funding. We are currently looking at an approximate 75/25 split on that one. 

	Other nominations that are on our short list that would provide a potential grant opportunity, that includes the Dugdown Mountain Corridor property. We've discussed before that is a rather lengthy grant evaluation process that the Forestry Commission has been working on, and so 
	Other nominations that are on our short list that would provide a potential grant opportunity, that includes the Dugdown Mountain Corridor property. We've discussed before that is a rather lengthy grant evaluation process that the Forestry Commission has been working on, and so 
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	there are --I'll offer, Mr. Oates, any opportunity if you want to update, but I know that last we heard, you were waiting for possibly some indication that that grant award might be forthcoming before you proceeded with the appraisal. But the Forestry Commission has offered to cover that expense, or that was where we left off. So how about an update? 
	MR. OATES: That's correct, Patti. We are waiting --frustratingly waiting for the award announcement from USDA. We expect it anytime. Nominations for the next year are due in a couple weeks, and we think it will be in before then. So hopefully by the next meeting. 
	MS. MCCURDY: I know we're used to waiting on that opportunity, so maybe that's good news. 

	A couple of other grants that I noted in Tab 5a are not really related to acquisition but are helping us provide 
	A couple of other grants that I noted in Tab 5a are not really related to acquisition but are helping us provide 
	some additional work on the properties. 
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	One is the Little River Canyon Hancock/TNC Addition. We are benefiting from some grant funding through the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation, or NFWF. This is NFWF's Cumberland Plateau-Southern Appalachian fund, and so we are currently utilizing those funds on the Little River WMA in Cherokee County. Harvesting activities are underway. That is the first step in the removal of the existing loblolly pine stand and proceeding with habitat restoration on that tract. So that one moving in forward fine. And we 
	We also received great news since the last meeting, and I want to thank Commissioner Blankenship for his support on this. The Department of Conservation will be benefiting from some Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act, or GOMESA, 

	dollars that the Governor has awarded to 
	dollars that the Governor has awarded to 
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	go toward enhancements to the Mobile-Tensaw Delta Bartram and also Perdido River Canoe Trails. It's going to be about 1.9 million dollars. It will allow us to add additional stops, improve the shelters in some overnight accommodations along those river-based trails that are greatly used, and also refurbish some of the existing shelters that were put in many years ago that needed touch-ups. So we are very excited to be able to enhance that usage and add stops along those water-based trails. But those are the
	Any questions from the Board as far as grant work? 
	All right. Well, we will move to Tab 4. This is the portion of the meeting where I will run through our tracts that, through our scoring process, have attained a position on the short list. Of all the 

	nominated tracts that we receive once we 
	nominated tracts that we receive once we 
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	secure willing seller letters from the landowners, we proceed with scoring in the four categories of nature preserve, state parks addition, wildlife manage --or new state parks, or wildlife management areas or SOAs, either new or additions to those, and then general recreation. Each tract is scored in all four categories. Tracts compete amongst themselves within the North, Central, and Southern District. That produces a short list that a tract must score in the top 3 of one of those four categories in its d
	So of the tracts that are 

	currently on the short list and would be 
	currently on the short list and would be 
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	available to the Board for a motion for first appraisal include the following: Alabama River-Montgomery Tract. I do want to --on some of these if I have an update for you, I'll stop and give the update. As I've noted in the information from the Board, this has been a tract that we have been involved in sort of an ongoing assessment and evaluation both by myself and my staff and Chuck Sykes and his staff. We have determined based on some of the restrictions on the property that we would not be able to incorp

	usage restrictions, that currently does 
	usage restrictions, that currently does 
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	not look like Wildlife will be able to be matching or providing the opportunity for Pittman-Robertson match on that tract. We're just having a little bit of a difficulty working on how it would be utilized, so I just wanted to update the Board that we're just not really successful and able to figure that out. We were on the tract this week again and that's just simply where we were. 
	On the Bennett Creek Tract, as I noted for the Board, after the tract made the short list, we have also found, it looks like, an access issue on that tract. I would ask the Board to let us continue to look at that. We have an access concern right now, so I don't think that one is ripe to move forward. 

	All right. We have the Bon Secour River-Cook Road Addition, Baldwin County; Cathedral Caverns State Park-Gurly Drive Addition, Marshall County; Coldwater 
	All right. We have the Bon Secour River-Cook Road Addition, Baldwin County; Cathedral Caverns State Park-Gurly Drive Addition, Marshall County; Coldwater 
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	D'Olive Bay-North Addition, Baldwin County; Dugdown Mountain Corridor, Cleburne County; Freedom Hills WMA-Sutton Hill Addition, Colbert County. The Historic Blakeley State Park-Pye Addition, we have that on the short list. That is the tract that we mentioned. There's also some green folder information, Tab 5g. I want to note for the Board that at the time of the map, we still had it listed at 85 acres. The map has been updated as you will see in 5g. We worked with the landowner to sort of remove some of the
	D'Olive Bay-North Addition, Baldwin County; Dugdown Mountain Corridor, Cleburne County; Freedom Hills WMA-Sutton Hill Addition, Colbert County. The Historic Blakeley State Park-Pye Addition, we have that on the short list. That is the tract that we mentioned. There's also some green folder information, Tab 5g. I want to note for the Board that at the time of the map, we still had it listed at 85 acres. The map has been updated as you will see in 5g. We worked with the landowner to sort of remove some of the
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	appreciate Ms. Pye's work with us on that. 
	The next one on the short list, Natural Bridge Park, you will also see an update in your green folder, Tab 5h, on that one. I need to update the Board that over the weekend, the Natural Bridge nomination was acquired by a private buyer, so that one is no longer available to the Board. The nominator wanted me to pass along their appreciation for the Board's continual evaluation and discussion on that tract, but it is now in private hands. And I really don't have any additional information. Literally, that ha

	Red Hills-Blanton Addition, Monroe County, I wanted to update the Board somewhat on that one. As we've mentioned in prior meetings, Chuck and the Wildlife Division had been in discussions with the landowners about possibly 
	Red Hills-Blanton Addition, Monroe County, I wanted to update the Board somewhat on that one. As we've mentioned in prior meetings, Chuck and the Wildlife Division had been in discussions with the landowners about possibly 
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	division's funds. It appears that the landowner anticipated purchase expectation will not be in line with appraised value. I think those discussions have, therefore, ceased. While it is still available to the Board as an addition, it would indicate that the acquisition of that's probably unlikely due to the price point expectation of the landowners on that tract. 
	Those are the short list nominations. I ran through those a bit quickly. Any questions on those? 
	Okay. Commissioner, I don't see any, so I'm going to turn it back to you for general discussion. As I do, just want to remind everyone be sure your mics are on and that if you are speaking that you are speaking into the mic. The court reporter's moved up so I think she's better, but just for the back of the room. 
	Commissioner? 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Thank you for 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Thank you for 
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	those reports. 
	This is the portion of the meeting where we generally receive motions for nominations and motions for appraisals or action on properties. Are there any motions? 
	Dr. McClintock? 
	DR. MCCLINTOCK: Yes. I would like to so move that the Belcher Tract 2-Oak Mountain State Park property be considered for purchase. I see this is the last opportunity to expand this very popular state park in our state adjacent to major ongoing rapid development. As we heard from the Coosa Riverkeeper earlier, it's high in diversity, Coosa River Shed, and potential locations for water quality should all be considered, and I just would like to say that this is an opportunity I'd hate to see squandered. 
	MS. MCCURDY: The motion is for second appraisal and move to purchase. 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: So the motion 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: So the motion 
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	is for a second appraisal and move to purchase on the Belcher Phase 2 Addition. That's in Tab 3 in your packet. 
	Any questions/discussion? 
	All those in favor, please raise your hand. 
	MS. MCCURDY: I'm going to count. If y'all could please hold your hands up. One, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. I'm going to ask for confirmation. Nine votes, nine yea. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: All those opposed? 
	MS. MCCURDY: We have two nays. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Any abstain? 
	MS. MCCURDY: Abstention, Mr. Harper? 
	MR. HARPER: No, this is nay. 
	MS. MCCURDY: Mr. Harper and Mr. Parnell were nays. Do we have any abstentions? 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Motion carries. 
	DR. SALOOM: Question, Commissioner. 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Dr. Saloom? 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Dr. Saloom? 
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	DR. SALOOM: The Red Hills-Blanton Addition, there has not been an appraisal on that as of yet; is that correct? 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: That's correct. Our Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Division is working directly with the landowner and they are working with him and they may purchase without the Board -a hundred percent with Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries dollars since it's all -
	-
	-

	MS. MCCURDY: Can you speak in the mic. Make sure your microphone is on. 
	DR. SALOOM: So the question is in order for that to come about to add to the addition of the rest of the Red Hills, we need a first appraisal on that now or not. 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: I think the Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries is working with them directly, and they can just handle the appraisal through their process. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: I think the Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries is working with them directly, and they can just handle the appraisal through their process. 
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	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Mr. Holloway? 
	MR. HOLLOWAY: I'd like to move for a first appraisal for the Historic Blakeley Pye Addition, Baldwin County. 
	MR. DARNALL: I'll second that. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Motion by Mr. Holloway and second by Mr. Darnall for a first appraisal on the Historic Blakeley Park Pye Addition as presented today in Tab 5 with the updated nomination. 
	MS. MCCURDY: 5g. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Any questions on that? I know that's a little confusing since we had a new revised nomination in the packet. 
	MR. PARNELL: From 85 to 81? 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Yes, sir. So it would be on the 81-and-a-half-acre piece. 

	MS. MCCURDY: Approximately. CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Any questions? All right. All those in favor, 
	MS. MCCURDY: Approximately. CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Any questions? All right. All those in favor, 
	1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
	appraisal on the Blakeley Pye Addition. 
	MS. MCCURDY: I have 11 yea. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Any opposed? 
	MS. MCCURDY: And Mr. Parnell one nay. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Thank you. The motion carries. 
	Dr. Powers? 
	DR. POWERS: I'd like to move for a first appraisal on the Cathedral Caverns State Park-Gurly Drive Addition. 
	DR. MCCLINTOCK: I'll second that. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Dr. Powers makes a motion and Dr. McClintock seconded for a first appraisal on the Cathedral Caverns State Park-Gurly Drive Addition. 
	Any questions or discussion for a first appraisal there? 
	All right. All those in favor please raise your hand. 
	MS. MCCURDY: I see 11 yea. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Any opposed? 

	MS. MCCURDY: Mr. Parnell one nay. 
	MS. MCCURDY: Mr. Parnell one nay. 
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	Dr. Powers? 
	DR. POWERS: I'd like to move for a second appraisal and purchase of the Guntersville State Park Addition. 
	MS. MCCURDY: John Doss Mountain. 
	DR. POWERS: It's a relatively small acquisition, but it seems like it would be very valuable at that state park. 
	MR. HOLLOWAY: Second. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Seconded by Mr. Holloway. So it is for a second appraisal on move to purchase on the Guntersville State Park-John Doss Mountain Addition. 
	Any discussion or questions? All those in favor please raise 
	your hand. MS. MCCURDY: Okay. Eleven yea. CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Any opposed? MS. MCCURDY: No nays. Any 
	abstentions? CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Motion carries. 

	Thank you. 
	Thank you. 
	1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
	Dr. Powers? 
	DR. POWERS: So this one is actually --I think this would be an appropriate time to keep the D'Olive Bay on for one more. And I apologize to the Board. I was not able --I have questions about the existing structures on that. I know this property's been on for a long time. And I'd also like to talk to Patti's staff about grant opportunities for it. So I don't --anyway, I'd like to move to keep it on for one more meeting, and I promise I'll make a decision at that point. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: And that's all we need. Thank you. We'll do that. 
	MS. MCCURDY: For the court reporter, that's the D'Olive Bay North Addition Tract. 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Any other discussion? Any other general business? Mr. Parnell? 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Any other discussion? Any other general business? Mr. Parnell? 
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	that's observed realizes I'm kind of against us buying more land because I don't think we're taking care of our current property. I get complaints on a regular basis about Forever Wild land being an incubator for wild hogs. I would ask --make a motion that the staff do some research and come up with us a wild hog eradication program that would be extremely aggressive on Forever Wild land so that I don't have to hear about Forever Wild being the source of wild hogs all across Alabama. 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Thank you for that information. I think as we move into these miscellaneous reports that are provided by the staff, there's information on the work that's being done, not only on hog eradication, but other work on the Forever Wild properties. And I will be glad to provide to the Board some numbers of wild hogs that have been removed on 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Thank you for that information. I think as we move into these miscellaneous reports that are provided by the staff, there's information on the work that's being done, not only on hog eradication, but other work on the Forever Wild properties. And I will be glad to provide to the Board some numbers of wild hogs that have been removed on 
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	that that is important work that our staff is doing to help manage these properties. 
	Would that be sufficient to do that -
	-

	MR. PARNELL: Sure. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: --and let's discuss it from there after you see some of those numbers? 
	MR. PARNELL: Sure. I'm good. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Because we agree with you that it is an issue that they are addressing on the properties. 
	So with that if there's no other business, let's move into the Tab 5 reports where we can highlight some of the work that is being done on the tracts that includes a lot of the work that y'all agreed to fund on the access and way finding and then as well as some of the forestry management work. 

	MS. MCCURDY: All right. Well, we have taken care of Tab 5. The only tract that was rolling off due to NBA procedure 
	MS. MCCURDY: All right. Well, we have taken care of Tab 5. The only tract that was rolling off due to NBA procedure 
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	was the tract that Dr. Powers has continued, so we've taken care of 5b. 
	If you will look at Tab 5c, we are required by Amendment 543 to initiate at least an initial management plan for our tracts within one year after acquisition. I generally try to bring these to the Board when I can one meeting in advance. In case there are questions, we can address them in between. The tracts that are --would be added to management plans this time are existing tracts that were additions and would fall into current management plans, so I want to run through those. Again, this is Tab 5c. 

	We have the Coldwater-Robertson Addition that we would propose including within the current Coldwater Mountain Complex plan. We have the Barnett Addition and Hurd Hollow Addition to the Riverton Community Hunting Area complex. Again, due to all these tracts being additions, we would propose that they be 
	We have the Coldwater-Robertson Addition that we would propose including within the current Coldwater Mountain Complex plan. We have the Barnett Addition and Hurd Hollow Addition to the Riverton Community Hunting Area complex. Again, due to all these tracts being additions, we would propose that they be 
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	incorporated within the existing management plans. If the Board agrees with that and the information provided in your packet for Tab 5c, there is a potential motion, but I would need eventually a motion and a vote by the Board to accept. 
	MR. HOLLOWAY: Mr. Chairman? CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Mr. Holloway? MR. HOLLOWAY: I'd like to move that 

	the Board approves the State Lands proceeding with the inclusion of the Coldwater Mountain Complex-Robertson Addition, and the Riverton CHA Complex-Barnett and Hurd Hollow Additions into existing management plans as set forth in the memorandum dated August 3, 2023. 
	the Board approves the State Lands proceeding with the inclusion of the Coldwater Mountain Complex-Robertson Addition, and the Riverton CHA Complex-Barnett and Hurd Hollow Additions into existing management plans as set forth in the memorandum dated August 3, 2023. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	Is there a 

	second? 
	second? 

	DR. SALOOM: 
	DR. SALOOM: 
	Second. 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	Seconded by 

	Dr. Saloom. 
	Dr. Saloom. 



	All those in favor please raise 
	All those in favor please raise 
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	your hand. 
	MS. MCCURDY: Eleven yea. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Any opposed? 
	Any abstention? 
	Motion carries. Thank you. 
	MS. MCCURDY: All right. With that business taken care of, next I would like to move to Tab 5d. Now, Tab 5d includes several memos that we incorporated sort of into one. 
	Each year at the August meeting, we provide some information on the activities that we have accomplished this fiscal year. Now, the fiscal year is not over. However, we generally go ahead and present this in August due to other business items that come up later in the year. So it's not a full account, but it is somewhat of an account of what the staff has been engaged in. 

	Now, the staff works together holistically, but we do these reports divided into the certain different 
	Now, the staff works together holistically, but we do these reports divided into the certain different 
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	sections/areas of my State Lands Division that are targeting different activities and are working together but with a different focus. So I will run through -as usual, I'm not going to read every word in these reports, but I wanted to run through the reports, give you some examples of the activities. 
	-

	And I will say as you will see by these reports and that I often remark quite truthfully, I stand up here and report to you what's going on with the program, but it is only through the hard work of my staff and the Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries staff, State Lands, and State Parks staff assisting us with those efforts. These reports focus on State Lands, but I don't want anyone to think that it is not with great appreciation and assistance from the other divisions within the Department. 
	The first activity report covers 

	our field operations and our enforcement 
	our field operations and our enforcement 
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	operations on our tracts. I have enforcement officers that are both on the tracts for purposes of public safety, compliance with Department regulations, but are also either biologists or from forestry backgrounds and so they are simultaneously observing the tracts, preparing for and organizing various land management and land stewardship activities. Again, I'm not going to run through everything, but I do want to just give you a few examples. 
	They engage in a lot of habitat restoration or routine maintenance, both of those types of work. We either contract out, do ourselves, work with partners such as the Forestry Commission, sometimes the Nature Conservancy, other division personnel, to perform a good bit of prescribed burning. 
	Our staff proceeded with burning on approximately 2200 acres this year so 

	far and then assisted with another 5300 
	far and then assisted with another 5300 
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	acres related to prescribed burning. You will note in the report some of the tracts that benefited from this work included Freedom Hills, Perdido, Little River, Blackwater, and Wolf Bay. And we have additional work that's going on currently prepping additional tracts for burning. You will see that. We have sort of detailed the work by district, the North, Central, and Southern. But the one example --we had some question on Freedom Hills. So far this year, we've accomplished burning on just under 1500 acres 

	In addition to the prescribed burning, they are also actively evaluating and preparing various herbicide and mechanical applications on the tracts. Cogan grass continues to be a challenge and a source of a lot of man hours trying to combat. There are others that we work on, but obviously Cogan grass, as with 
	In addition to the prescribed burning, they are also actively evaluating and preparing various herbicide and mechanical applications on the tracts. Cogan grass continues to be a challenge and a source of a lot of man hours trying to combat. There are others that we work on, but obviously Cogan grass, as with 

	We provide both for habitat 
	We provide both for habitat 
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	benefit and public hunting benefit. We perform a lot of supplemental planting and various habitat projects designed to increase recreational opportunities and quality of hunting on the tract. This can include various food plot establishment, various plantings. Old Cahawba this fiscal year, along with the Forever Wild Field Trial Area, are a couple of tracts that we have concentrated on continuing to improve. We have a lot of very good public feedback on the work on Old Cahawba. And as we'll note in a separa

	My staff is also continually ensuring --and this is constant work -that our boundaries are maintained and marked. So there's ongoing evaluation and work to mark boundaries or where we 
	My staff is also continually ensuring --and this is constant work -that our boundaries are maintained and marked. So there's ongoing evaluation and work to mark boundaries or where we 
	-
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	survey work necessary to clarify those boundaries. 

	A lot of roadwork and access improvements, and we'll have a full report at the November meeting sort of giving you the FY report on the work that was done on your request to improve access through parking, through signage, way finding, trail markers on all the properties. So I won't go deep into that for this meeting because I'm going to go into more detail on that for the November meeting. But we always have routine work, but that was a special focus this year. 
	A lot of roadwork and access improvements, and we'll have a full report at the November meeting sort of giving you the FY report on the work that was done on your request to improve access through parking, through signage, way finding, trail markers on all the properties. So I won't go deep into that for this meeting because I'm going to go into more detail on that for the November meeting. But we always have routine work, but that was a special focus this year. 
	We also have engaged in feral pig trapping programs. We've had certain tracts that have been the focus of that, especially the Central and Southern districts, and we are seeing improvement in areas. We are also working obviously with Chuck and his division --a lot of these tracts are managed as WMAs, and so 
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	of work continues in Grand Bay. We have installed cameras --additional cameras. We had cameras. And so we are working on those trapping numbers. I will have certain numbers. Commissioner, I know you have specific numbers on one tract. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: It looks like, Mr. Parnell --and I will be glad to provide this for the Board -Ms. McCurdy's staff is still pulling some stuff together because we do this trapping cooperatively with Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries, the USDA APHIS, and the Nature Conservancy, but this year so far somewhere between 7-and 800 wild hogs have been trapped and removed from the Forever Wild properties. But I'll get some better numbers by location and provide that to the Board. 
	-

	MS. MCCURDY: Ms. Stanley? 

	MS. STANLEY: Thank you. I just would like to request for clarification 7-or 800 out of how many? A thousand? Five 
	MS. STANLEY: Thank you. I just would like to request for clarification 7-or 800 out of how many? A thousand? Five 
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	thousand? How much is that? CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: It's not enough, not enough. 
	MS. MCCURDY: 
	MS. MCCURDY: 
	MS. MCCURDY: 
	I think she meant 
	-
	-


	MS. STANLEY: 
	MS. STANLEY: 
	I just want to know 
	-
	-


	MS. MCCURDY: 
	MS. MCCURDY: 
	-as opposed to the 
	-



	total. And I don't know that we can give a total number of hogs, therefore, to subtract out what we successfully track. We can tell by some cameras maybe some activity, but I don't --Commissioner, you may be able to address it differently -but I don't know that we can tell you a total number of hogs. 
	-

	MS. STANLEY: I just want to know if you're putting a dent in it since my colleague asked the question. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: I would say it's not half. It is making a dent, but we can do --and that is a focus of our staff and working with these other agencies to try and do more hog work on 

	these properties. 
	these properties. 
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	MS. STANLEY: We appreciate it. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: We're like every other landowner in South Alabama that is struggling with wild and feral swine. 
	MS. MCCURDY: Including my husband. The field staff, the Stewardship staff is also actively helping us evaluate. We get research requests from individuals and institutions wanting to do research on our tracts, which we try to assist with, try to foster, but we want to be sure it does not interfere with our public recreation activities or damage the land in any way. So they assist us in those evaluations. 
	They're also involved in many education and public outreach events. This includes we host and work with Chuck's division on youth tracking events, provide staffing for the Mentored Hunt Program. 

	Obviously, again, these officers are assisting with routine law 
	Obviously, again, these officers are assisting with routine law 
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	enforcement, which is necessary based on public recreation opportunities often. They also, like all of our enforcement staff across the department, are assisting with various disaster events. We are called upon --our enforcement officers are APOST certified, and they are called upon in many differing activities. 
	Yes, Ms. Stanley? 
	MS. STANLEY: I'm sorry. You went to the next question before I could state something. 
	MS. MCCURDY: I'm sorry. 
	MS. STANLEY: You've got a lot of information. I just wanted to commend the organization. I specifically noticed that the public outreach included work by Alabama A&M, Tuskegee, and Alabama State, and I would be remiss if I did not note how important this is in terms of leading to a pipeline of a more diverse workforce in this area. It is greatly needed. 

	Thank you. 
	Thank you. 
	MS. MCCURDY: Yes. And it is the 
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	reason for that focus. Both working with the current students in assisting with various research programs, we've also had them on our properties and at our Wehle Land Conservation Center that I'll mention in a moment that provides grounds that they can work on their research projects, can stay on the property when necessary. We also have facilities where the classes can meet. We have outdoor experiences, but also the indoor, almost classroom-type facility. And I really want to thank Chuck and his division a

	All right. Since it is, as Ms. Stanley mentioned, a lot of information, I'll move on to the next 
	All right. Since it is, as Ms. Stanley mentioned, a lot of information, I'll move on to the next 
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	memo. 
	memo. 
	Yes, sir, Mr. Harper? 
	MR. HARPER: Ms. Patti, just inform me on the maintenance. I visited the Barnett Lawley Tract last year, and I was a little disturbed by the lack of --it looked like the lack of maintenance. Are we contracting with people for that? Is that part of this? Who takes care of maintenance? 
	MS. MCCURDY: Yes, sir. And when you say maintenance, you mean of the land or -
	-

	MR. HARPER: When I drove in, it just seemed like it needed --the grass needed to be cut and bush hogged and all that. 

	MS. MCCURDY: I would encourage --I would love for you to come back and go with us on that tract. We can move to that to report. But we approach the Forever Wild Field Trial Area this way. Where we can burn to limit the need to 
	MS. MCCURDY: I would encourage --I would love for you to come back and go with us on that tract. We can move to that to report. But we approach the Forever Wild Field Trial Area this way. Where we can burn to limit the need to 
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	would say, cutting work that we do, especially around the ponds. The various dog events that occur require different pond condition, grass height. It varies competition to competition. I'm not sure when you would have been on the site --I don't know what month that would have been --but we would have done extensive burning and very specific eradication of some invasives on that tract both in the ponds and on the grounds. We can move to that report, but I would love if we could schedule a time --I know your 

	So why don't we go to that report. I'll go a little out of order. And so you would be looking for what should be the third report from where we just were, and it's titled Annual Activity -M. Barnett 
	So why don't we go to that report. I'll go a little out of order. And so you would be looking for what should be the third report from where we just were, and it's titled Annual Activity -M. Barnett 
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	I'll give you a second to get to that report. It's in that same grouping. While you're getting there, I will note that this tract is actually a partnership between Forever Wild and the State Lands Division. Some of the acreage is held by State Lands. It's held by State Lands as it contained the structures on the property. You know, Forever Wild does not really acquire and maintain structures. So State Lands purchased that acreage, and we work to maintain the facilities, we work to organize the events that t
	-


	Anyway, so far this fiscal year on the field trial area, we've had 34 sporting dog events, 13 physically 
	Anyway, so far this fiscal year on the field trial area, we've had 34 sporting dog events, 13 physically 
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	we had 36 hunters --they were accompanied by the parents, but there were 36 youth hunters, nine youth duck hunts consisting of 14 youth hunters, again, accompanied by parents, we had two youth dove hunts that had approximately a hundred hunter -youth hunters accompanied by parents. I also again want to thank Chuck's division for their assistance with those events. We have also had ongoing interest that's building in the birding community. It's a stop on the birding trail, and we are working a lot with Audub
	-

	Field Trial and Hunt Tests are dog 

	events. Again, as I mentioned, each of 
	events. Again, as I mentioned, each of 
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	those events vary. Some are on horseback; some are not. The requirements of what each club looks for, the acreage that they need, how that acreage is maintained, varies group to group. We do our best to accommodate their scoring needs, their testing needs. It has many events. We have gone to having multiple events at the same time, and so far, that's working well. It's a scheduling challenge. But you'll note that of the field trial and hunt test events, the best estimate is we had about 2,931 dogs. Of cours
	So far this season, we had six horseback pointing dog field trials, 12 retriever field trials/hunt test events, 13 fox hunting events, we had the --we had one National Wounded Game Seminar/UBT Test --that is sort of a new usage we're seeing, but we appreciate their 

	participation --the Drathaar Test, and 
	participation --the Drathaar Test, and 
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	then we also had some weekend training seminar that is put on there. 
	Now, we have day-to-day usage by the handlers, the trainers who are coming out with their dogs. They can come during the day, during the week, and we provide them areas to give them an opportunity for one-on-one time training their dog and hopefully improving their dog's competition results. 
	We also have several hunting programs as I've mentioned. I will say that on this tract our focus, as opposed to like a WMA, is to use it for very targeted events benefiting youth, benefiting physically disabled. We have had women's deer hunts there in the past. That is the type of hunting usage. Again, we're incorporating that with our dog usage. 
	We also are working to improve -again, with the help of Chuck's --the 
	-


	Fisheries Division --fishing 
	Fisheries Division --fishing 
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	opportunities. You know, fishing opportunities on our tract are very popular, and we're continuing to try to improve the ponds that we were left with. Some of them were not in great condition, but we are working on that and have incorporated grass carp trying to decrease some of the invasives in those ponds. 
	We also are carrying on simultaneously various habitat restoration projects and sort of a native grasses type of restoration. That work has been since the beginning of that tract acquisition and has included various experiments on what techniques work best. That continues and we're seeing great progress. As any tract, we have invasive species. Cogan grass activity continues on the tract. 
	One thing that I do want to -Commissioner, I don't know if you want to add anything to --but in addition to the events that are really primarily utilizing 
	-


	grounds, there are some structures there 
	grounds, there are some structures there 
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	that benefit the dog events, and we are continuing to improve those. I separated out in your memo of the infrastructure improvements the ones that are being furthered by State Lands dollars because it's State Lands acreage and ones that are being furthered by Forever Wild dollars. But we have renovated our office to better serve --it's an old scale house when I say office --but anyway, have accommodated it, it helps the daily user sign in, a lot of the dog users. Our outdoor pavilion received an upgrade and
	that benefit the dog events, and we are continuing to improve those. I separated out in your memo of the infrastructure improvements the ones that are being furthered by State Lands dollars because it's State Lands acreage and ones that are being furthered by Forever Wild dollars. But we have renovated our office to better serve --it's an old scale house when I say office --but anyway, have accommodated it, it helps the daily user sign in, a lot of the dog users. Our outdoor pavilion received an upgrade and
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	people may sleep there, but most of the occupancy is pushed into surrounding communities benefiting them economically. But the clubs will host --they may have a small dinner in the houses. The judges use that for scoring and for meeting during the events. But there are two houses used for those activities. 
	We're doing roadwork, trying to improve a connecting road --again, improving access --that will allow a better flow between events in different areas on the properties. 

	We have what we call the red horse barn. Currently, the horse dog events can paddock --have paddocks there for horses. We are expanding that, almost doubling that capacity. We're going to add fencing. We're working on mulching to open up an area so that more horses can be better maintained there. We're working on installing hook ups for the attendees -they're coming with very large dog 
	We have what we call the red horse barn. Currently, the horse dog events can paddock --have paddocks there for horses. We are expanding that, almost doubling that capacity. We're going to add fencing. We're working on mulching to open up an area so that more horses can be better maintained there. We're working on installing hook ups for the attendees -they're coming with very large dog 
	-
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	trailers --for them to be able to stay overnight and stay with their dogs there. 
	We have conducted surveys related to that work, and basically also we are requiring --it doesn't sound exciting maybe but will be well used --five new sort of bathroom --permanent bathrooms that will be placed for the public usage so they are not trying to come back in to those two houses to use the facilities. They can --the dog events can go on without interruption, shall we say. 
	Any questions on the field trial area? Anything, Commissioner, you would like to add? 
	Yes, sir, Dr. Valentine? 
	DR. VALENTINE: I have a question about how you're managing the invasive -
	-

	MS. MCCURDY: I'm sorry. Can you speak up. 

	DR. VALENTINE: I have a question about how you're managing invasive SAV in the one pond and in the fishing. Is that 
	DR. VALENTINE: I have a question about how you're managing invasive SAV in the one pond and in the fishing. Is that 
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	a sterile carp, or is that an invasive carp? 
	MS. MCCURDY: It is in conjunction with input from the dog events organizers, the various ones. It was sort of a mutually agreed upon carp. All I can tell you is it a white amur grass carp. I'm sure if you don't mind hanging out afterwards, my staff can -
	-

	DR. VALENTINE: Just curious. 
	MS. MCCURDY: The biologist and not the lawyer would probably the better person to tell you that. 
	DR. VALENTINE: I'm assuming it's a sterile carp. 
	MS. MCCURDY: I'm going to have to tell you I do not know, but my staff can assist you. If you will hang around, I'll plug you in with my staff on the tract. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Dr. Saloom? 
	DR. SALOOM: Just a comment. I must say this a very impressive report and the 

	work that is being done and the outreach 
	work that is being done and the outreach 
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	and education part of this and making all this available to the public, you know, it's a great testament of the mission of what we're all about. 
	MS. MCCURDY: Thank you. It's a lot of work. 
	MR. HARPER: Just a comment. I got this and read this, and I reckon I visited the property before I got on this Board. But back April or May time frame of last year, I was just a little disappointed in the entrance. And this was after field trial season, so May, June. You know, I imagine everybody was gone. But that's what I was concerned about, the maintenance in that time frame. But it's continued maintenance year round, I'm sure. 

	MS. MCCURDY: Yes, it is. It is more intensive when the events are taking place, yes, but it's year round. And please visit anytime. You may want to 
	MS. MCCURDY: Yes, it is. It is more intensive when the events are taking place, yes, but it's year round. And please visit anytime. You may want to 
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	actually love to sit down with you. We can show you the plan that we have that we follow on that tract and why we do what we do when we do. Like everybody, I mean, it's work and everybody's strapped. Anybody with land is strapped to manage it. But we have a plan that we follow, a rotation of burning, a rotation of spraying, which event's taking place when that we concentrate on as far as pulling the Bush Hog out or, you know, tracking work or roadwork, but more than happy to run through the seasonal plan on
	MR. HARPER: Like I said, I did read the report and that's impressive. What I saw didn't really match this, but that was earlier than this. But this is impressive. 

	MS. MCCURDY: We'd love to have you out, and we'd love any input on the tract that you might want to share. 
	MS. MCCURDY: We'd love to have you out, and we'd love any input on the tract that you might want to share. 
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	long. I've now gone through --well, let me keep going. I'm sorry. Any additional questions on the field trial area? 
	All right. Going back to pick up where I was. We had the Natural Heritage Section report, and I will --this section --and Jo Lewis is head of this effort --straddles both the administrative arm, getting the nominations, overseeing the processing of nominations, getting you information for your packet, a lot of work that goes on administratively from the staff. But they're also doing many things that I want to note. I'll, again, let you read through. 

	The database that we maintain that is utilized by over 2500 individuals currently holds over 6 million records. Just within this last year, we've exceeded so far 975,000 additional entries that are available and provide a lot of information 
	The database that we maintain that is utilized by over 2500 individuals currently holds over 6 million records. Just within this last year, we've exceeded so far 975,000 additional entries that are available and provide a lot of information 
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	they take action where there may be sensitive areas, but also various researchers from around the nation that are in need of additional information. We have so far also attached the coordinates, about 96 percent of those records. And this work is also benefited by U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, State Wildlife grant funding that Chuck's division allows us to utilize. You will see also in this report the interaction with the public that takes place with the Heritage Section as well as the research that is done
	-

	When we're putting in a recreational trail, we're adding a new road, whatever we're doing, there is an assessment that's done, an ecological 

	assessment on the tract to be sure that 
	assessment on the tract to be sure that 
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	we're not damaging a sensitive habitat, but if we are, we're worried about that, we're just going to route the trail around it. But it is important, ongoing, very intensive work, and while they're doing that type of work inventorying the finds of the various species --plant species as an example that will be encountered on these tracts --that helps us with various federal funding opportunities in a lot of different work that we do to have the background on the tracts to demonstrate that they qualify for gra

	Next, you'll see what we categorize as our recreational programs update. Again, this will be also part of a more detailed report we'll have in November after we've completed the fiscal year, but I do want to highlight a few stats. We currently are managing 173 miles of canoe trail, 79 miles of hiking 
	Next, you'll see what we categorize as our recreational programs update. Again, this will be also part of a more detailed report we'll have in November after we've completed the fiscal year, but I do want to highlight a few stats. We currently are managing 173 miles of canoe trail, 79 miles of hiking 
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	39 miles of horseback riding trail, and 54 miles of what we term multi-use trail. It's hard for us to put it in one category or another because of the multiple uses, so we just call it multiple use. 
	39 miles of horseback riding trail, and 54 miles of what we term multi-use trail. It's hard for us to put it in one category or another because of the multiple uses, so we just call it multiple use. 
	This report also details the various parking lot work and improvement that we're currently undergoing. Again, you'll hear more about that in December (sic). 
	We also are lucky to have great partnerships like with the City of Dothan. There was an erosion issue that was noted on that tract. The City of Dothan is working with us on that and helping us with certain work and repairs that will be needed on that tract, so I want to thank Dothan for their partnership. 

	Again, you will note the various recreational access improvements. I think, Commissioner, I'll just wait and detail those again in more detail in November when we have a more complete 
	Again, you will note the various recreational access improvements. I think, Commissioner, I'll just wait and detail those again in more detail in November when we have a more complete 
	1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
	picture. 
	Again, our rec crew, they're certified burners. They help on burns. Again, we're all working together, but it's just how we group these reports. 

	I also have a detailed report on the Wehle Land Conservation Center. This is the facility that I mentioned in Bullock County. We have used that facility as a means for outreach to the local school systems, providing educational assistance in trying to have field trips on those properties. We provide some financial assistance. That having been in conjunction with Auburn University. 
	I also have a detailed report on the Wehle Land Conservation Center. This is the facility that I mentioned in Bullock County. We have used that facility as a means for outreach to the local school systems, providing educational assistance in trying to have field trips on those properties. We provide some financial assistance. That having been in conjunction with Auburn University. 
	But if you'll see this tract -I'm going to run through --in addition to its uses for field-based research, you'll note that we have 14 open trail weekends. I'm not going to detail all the visitation numbers, but that alone is over 480 visitors. We had over 200 visitors for 
	-
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	various meetings. We have been a good spot in that area of the state --it's fairly rural --to bring together resource agencies, both local and state. We had 143 students and teachers for the Bullock County Water Festival. We had youth at the Bullock County Youth Fishing Derby. Again, you'll see the numbers in the report on those activities, but that is, again, another property that is used for education. We are burning on that property. We have trapped 23 hogs on that property as part of one of our efforts.
	various meetings. We have been a good spot in that area of the state --it's fairly rural --to bring together resource agencies, both local and state. We had 143 students and teachers for the Bullock County Water Festival. We had youth at the Bullock County Youth Fishing Derby. Again, you'll see the numbers in the report on those activities, but that is, again, another property that is used for education. We are burning on that property. We have trapped 23 hogs on that property as part of one of our efforts.
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	didn't make the report that I'm probably very proud of working here is that County Road 47 that goes through the Wehle Nature Center had potholes in it that you could lose a school bus in. It was very in bad shape. And working with Governor Ivey, DOT Director Cooper, and Bullock County, we were able to get that paved last year and that has been a great addition getting in and out of the Wehle Center. All the stuff that we do, I'm tickled to get a road paved. I think that was --took a lot of work and it was 
	MS. MCCURDY: Yeah, I'm on the Bullock County Tourism Council, and I don't know --every time I go, I think that's the --maybe the greatest comment is thank you, Commissioner and Director Cooper, for doing something about that 

	road. 
	road. 
	1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
	So I think I hit the memos. If I skipped one, I apologize. But I know that went on a little bit. I both wanted to point out a few aspects of that and also note to the Board if these reports either spark questions you have or concerns you have, you know, please let us know. Staff's available to sit down and go through these with y'all. If there's additional information you would like to see in these reports and have them recognized in a different manner, I'm also always open for that. Please just let me know

	Next, moving on is also an activity report of sorts. I skipped over forest management. Sorry about that. The last report, 5d, before we move to 5e, relates to an update on the forest management activities. We have divided 
	Next, moving on is also an activity report of sorts. I skipped over forest management. Sorry about that. The last report, 5d, before we move to 5e, relates to an update on the forest management activities. We have divided 
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	and then in reforestation activities. 
	We only had about 30 acres of needed specific reforestation efforts this year. We have made great progress in working through some of the timber reserves that we had to work through reforestation on. Those are beginning to lessen. That is on Uchee that we had the reforestation work. I won't go tract by tract, but between first, second thinnings, final harvest, clearcuts as of date of the report, we estimate about 3,550 acres had some type of forest timber management activity, again, whether that be thinning

	At the August meeting, we also try to --in addition to updating you on forest activity over this fiscal year, we try to give you a picture of what we anticipate will be the intended focus 
	At the August meeting, we also try to --in addition to updating you on forest activity over this fiscal year, we try to give you a picture of what we anticipate will be the intended focus 
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	going into this next fiscal year. And so we are anticipating the need in the upcoming fiscal year to either initiate or continue thinning on Barbour WMA, Coosa WMA, Freedom Hills WMA, Old Cahawba Tract Addition, Portland Landing SOA, Red Hills --additional work there --Skyline WMA Post Oak Flat Patrick Addition, Turkey Creek Nature Center Parker Addition, Uchee SOA Tract. We anticipate final harvest to be completed on Lauderdale WMA, Little River Canyon WMA, Portland Landing SOA. Again, you will see the exa
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	to see the activity or a tract that you believe needs to be prioritized within the next fiscal year that's not on that list, you know, please continue to let me know and work with staff and identify that and add that. This is really just staff's anticipated focus for the upcoming fiscal. 
	So I'll take any questions or concerns on that. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Dr. Powers? 
	DR. POWERS: So I move that the Board authorizes the State Lands Division to implement or continue, as applicable, forest management activities for the fiscal year 2024 as described in the memorandum dated August 3, 2023. 
	MR. HOLLOWAY: Second. CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: Seconded by Mr. Holloway. Are there any questions or followup on that from the Board? All those in favor say I. 
	-


	Any opposed? 
	Any opposed? 
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	None opposed. The motion carries. 
	Thank you. I think that concludes the reports from --the miscellaneous reports that we were going to cover. There's some other information in your packets. I think we've already talked about most of those with Natural Bridge, Blakeley State Park. 
	The next order of business is the approval of the minutes from the May 4th meeting. That's in your packet. It's Tab 6. 
	Are there any corrections or additions to the minutes? 
	Any edits? 

	Is there a motion to approve the May 4, 2023, minutes? 
	Is there a motion to approve the May 4, 2023, minutes? 
	MR. OATES: 
	MR. OATES: 
	MR. OATES: 
	So moved. 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	So moved by 

	Mr. Oates. 
	Mr. Oates. 

	MR. HARPER: 
	MR. HARPER: 
	Second. 

	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: 
	Seconded by 



	Mr. Harper. 
	Mr. Harper. 
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	All right. With no corrections or additions, all those in favor say I of approving the minutes. 
	Any opposed? 
	None opposed. The motion carries. 
	The next meeting will be in Auburn on November the 2nd, my wife's birthday. She'll be glad that I'm not here with her. 
	MS. MCCURDY: You can take her to a good dinner while you're there. I'll help you with that. And that's going to be -the School of Forestry has graciously been assisting us, so we anticipate being there. 
	-

	MR. BLANKENSHIP: So is there any other business from the Board? Any other from you, State Lands? MS. MCCURDY: Unless staff tells me I missed something. 

	Commissioner, I would like to just, again, take the opportunity to thank my staff for their hard work. They're the ones out in hundred degree temperatures, 
	Commissioner, I would like to just, again, take the opportunity to thank my staff for their hard work. They're the ones out in hundred degree temperatures, 
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	and I just want to --many of them are here today, and I just want to tell them I appreciate your efforts. 
	CHAIRMAN BLANKENSHIP: And I appreciate the reports. I enjoyed reading about their work and more importantly enjoyed seeing it on the tracts when you go in, see how the access is looking so much better, the way finding signage and access improvements, and then all the habitat management. Glad to see that, all that work being done. Thank, y'all. 
	With that, we are adjourned. 
	(Proceedings concluded at 

	12:36 p.m.) 
	12:36 p.m.) 
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