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M NUTES OF THE
FOREVER W LD BOARD MEETI NG
Auburn University
School of Forestry & Wldlife

602 Duncan Drive
Auburn, Al abama 36832

Novenber 2, 2023

10: 00 a. m

* * * * * *

TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS

* * * * * *

PROCEEDI NGS, taken before El aine
Scott, Certified Court Reporter and
Conmm ssi oner for the State of Al abama at
Auburn University, School of Forestry &
Wldlife, 602 Duncan Drive, Auburn, Al abam
36832, on the 2nd day of Novenber, 2023,

comrencing at 10:00 a. m
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BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

Commi ssi oner Chris Bl ankenship
Ji my Par nel |

Sal em Sal oom

Regi nal d Hol | oway

John Val enti ne

Jake Har per

Sean Powers

Ri ck Cates

James "M ckey" Childers
Raynond B. Jones, Jr.
James Mcd i ntock

Heat her Howel |
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A M "Jay" Neumann
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CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Good
norni ng and wel cone to the Novenber 2nd
neeting of the Forever Wld Board. |
will call the roll to nmake sure we have
a quorum Pl ease indicate your

presence.

Chris Bl ankenship is here.

M. Childers.

MR. CHI LDERS: Here.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
M . Harper?

MR. HARPER  Here.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
M. Hol | onay?

(No response.)

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Dr. Howel | ?

DR. HOWELL: Here.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
M. Jones?

MR, JONES: Here.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Dr. Mcdintock?
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DR. MCCLI NTOCK: Her e.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Cat es?

MR, OATES: Here.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Power s?

DR. POVNERS: Here.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Sal oonf?

DR. SALOOM  Here.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Val enti ne?

DR. VALENTI NE: Here.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Neumann?

DR. NEUVANN: Here.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Parnel | ?

MR, PARNELL: Here.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:

Dar nal | ?

(No response.)

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:

Jack
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Ms. Stanl ey?
(No response.)
CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: Al
right. W have a quorum

Thank y'all for com ng
today. | do very nuch appreciate Dean
Janake Al aval apati and the Col |l ege of
Forestry WIldlife and Environnent for
assistance in allowng us to neet on
the facility here at Auburn University
and for M. Jones suggesting that we
meet i n Auburn.

This is definitely a nice
facility. W do a lot of research work
and great partnerships with the coll ege
here and Dr. Al aval apati and appreciate
themletting us neet here and for the
Board to be able to see their nice
facility and the work that they do.

And appreci ate Heather. She's the
devel opnent director for the coll ege.
She's done a great job of partnering

wth us as well.
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| don't see any other
speci al guests or anybody fromthe
university here to speak, so we'll just
nove to the public comment period.

Just a rem nder there's a
three-mnute tine limt. W only have
a coupl e speakers. If there's anybody
that would Iike to speak and has not
had the opportunity to fill out one of
t hese green slips, please raise your
hand and we'll nake sure we get you on
the list to talk about whatever it is
you want to tal k about.

The first one is Steve
Northcutt on the Heron Bay Wetl ands
Addition that is -- hang on a second,
Steve. That is in tab 3.

M5. MCCURDY: It's page four
tab 3(b). You also see it in tab 4(b),
but just go to 3(b) page 4. You also
have a tab 5, nmeno 5(d) that relates to
this tract.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Go
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ahead, Steve.

MR, NORTHCUTT: |'m Steve
Northcutt with the Nature Conservancy
and |'m here today to speak about this
property.

If you'll |ook at the map,
| want to just kind of point out a
couple of things. |If you see the green
hat ched properties to the west, far
west of that is the actual boundary
wth M ssissippi, those properties all
the way over to the long |inear piece
in green by the battery, those require
kind of the same spirit of the way this
was - -

The Nat ure Conservancy got
a grant through the National Fish and
Wl dlife Foundation. W bought those
properties hoping they would be part of
the Grand Bay Savanna. And so when we
acquired the properties, we contacted
Forever Wld and said: W could donate

t hese properties to you. W think
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they' re good properties.

O course, any property
t he Nature Conservancy either
acquires -- well, it's true of Nature
Conservancy as well -- any property
that the Forever WId Board acquires
t hrough purchase or donation is
required to pay the 15 percent
st ewar dshi p.

Now, the stewardshi p noney
funds all of the Forever WIld tracts
all over the state and really benefits
the State Lands Division. So that's
sonmething, | think, is a benefit for
this particular nom nation.

So the property is in red.
It's called the Heron Bay Wetl ands
Addi ti on.

| can say that goi ng back
to 2012, | tried to buy this property
and I was not successful. The
Departnment of Conservation, they were

successful. And the source of dollars
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they used to buy this is what they cal
GOVESA.

You may all know what t hat
I's, but that acronym stands for the
Qul f of Mexico Energy Security Act. It
basically replaced an ol der act of
funds that are received by the federal
governnent through the royalties of oil
and gas fromthe outer continental
shelf on the Gulf of Mexico.

That is split up between
both coastal counties. So it's Baldw n
County and Mobile County. They get
some funding; the state gets funding.

So any inprovenents that
are done that benefit water quality,
environnent -- there's a nultiple |ist.

I f you Googl e GOMESA
Al abama you' Il see -- | guess it was
July that the governor approved
projects and the governor approved this
proj ect.

So this kind of
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transitional wetland property is
extrenely inportant. This is basically
the nurseries for finfish, shellfish
and stoppi ng storm surge.

So these types of
property, obviously they're not going
to be devel oped. They are extrenely
i nportant to protect. You can see the
connectivity to other Forever WId
| ands.

So this would be a
strai ght-out donation of the Forever
WI!ld Board to add to its portfolio of
protected sites. The only funds you
woul d have to conme up with would be the
st ewar dshi p.

Any questions | can answer
or Patti?

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Dr. Powers?

DR. PONERS: So I'ma little
bit confused. What is the GOVESA

property?
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MR. NORTHCUTT: Subject -- go
ahead.

M5. MCCURDY: No, sir. o
ahead.

MR, NORTHCUTT: The GOMESA
property is that part that's -- all of
that in -- it's inside the red box. |If
you're on page 3-7 or if you're on tab
3, page 4, it's all within that red
outli ne.

DR. PONERS: Wat is the
proposed | and acquisition for us?

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  So what
it is, the Departnment has acquired the
property and would like to donate it
for the Forever WIld programto becone
part of the program at no cost for the
acquisition to the Forever WId
program but it could be stewardship
dol | ars.

M5. MCCURDY: For the Board
menbers who have not been part of the

donati on before -- again, as
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Conmmi ssi oner said, any acreage that's
acquired nust carry its own wei ght so
to speak. So you would have to
transfer the usual 15 percent of

apprai sed value. This property -- one
reason, it's proceeded with their
GOVESA f undi ng.

M. Northcutt nentioned,
it was a very difficult acquisition and
the time spent on it and the GOMESA
fundi ng was flexible and available to
acquire it. But due to its adjacency
to other properties of Forever WId,
it's been offered by the Departnent to
the program at no cost other than the
Amendnment 543's requi renent of the
transfer to the stewardship fund.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Dr. Powers?

DR. POAERS: So we have the
apprai sal and everything at hand? So
we don't --

M5. MCCURDY: Yes. That's why
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you actually see this both in tab 3 and
tab 4. The GOVESA funding did -- was
used to acquire the appraisal as well
as doing the standard environnent al
Site assessnent work, title review
Al l of those due diligence

Itens were paid for by the GOVESA
funding, and so that is already in
hand. The Board can -- that's what --
that appraisal is what was used to get
the 15 percent of appraised val ue that
woul d be used to transfer stewardship
money.

MR HARPER: \What tab is that
apprai sal ?

M5. MCCURDY: That is in tab
3. You'll see it in 3-A and then
there are maps, then 3(b).

MR. HARPER. M question was:
Is all of this marshland -- | nean, up
farther on the map, it looks like it
was marshland. |In that area it | ooks

like it's higher ground, but it's all
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mar shl and.

M5. MCCURDY: Both. There's
sonme upland but it is a lot of wetland
marsh area, yes, as reflected -- and
t he appraisal reflected that val uation.

DR. SALOOM | have a
questi on.

M5. MCCURDY: Yes, sir.

DR. SALOOM So tell me what
the benefit is for Forever Wld to
transfer this over versus leaving it
where it is froman ecol ogi ca
st andpoi nt .

M5. MCCURDY: There are a
couple things. | think primarily it
gi ves -- although the Departnent does
own the property, the transfer into
Forever Wl d does allow for both a
little nore realistic managenent, but
al so having the stewardshi p funding
avail abl e going forward as are our
needs to manage the land, it's an asset

of the programand it's -- you know,
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there's fundi ng avail able to continue
t hat managenent, that frankly the
Departnment doesn't receive funding for
that. We don't receive that type of

f undi ng.

So we were able to have
acquisition funding to GOVESA. There's
not the established -- simlar
establ i shnent stewardship program So
it provides the | and managenent doll ars
to manage it in conjunction with the
ot her acr eage.

DR. SALOOM  Thank you.

M5. MCCURDY: You're wel cone.
Any ot her questions? And again, in tab
5(d) has sone of that information.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Thank
you.

DR. SALOOM | have one ot her
guestion. |'msorry.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Yes,
sir, Dr. Sal oom

DR SALOOM  So, say, 5, 10,
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15, 20 years from now, what does the
managenment | ook |i ke on the ground on
this -- on the water on this particular
property? Wuld you kind of elicit the
type of managenent ?

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  So it
woul d be managed as a unit with the --
you see the property on the east side,
Forever Wl d acreage in Heron Bay and
then on the west side, right there on
Portersville Bay, all of this will be
managed as a unit.

The upl ands are al so
adj acent to sone properties that the
Marine Source Division of the
Department owns, and we woul d be able
to -- sonme of that --

It's a very diverse tract.
It's got a lot of wetlands. But the
upl ands has sone pines. W could do
some prescribed burning there,
managenent on that side, on the water

side, adjacent to sone of the oyster
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reefs for the State, both in
Portersville Bay and al ong the southern
shore of that -- in Heron Bay and

M ssi ssi ppi  Sound.

DR. SALOOM | don't want to
bel abor the question but I"'mtrying to
get the stewardship inportance of this
property.

So how many acres in the
upl ands woul d benefit by prescribed
fire? |Is that what we're speaking
about in terns of the main managenent?

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Sone of
that, some access inprovenents on the
-- if you're looking at the map, it
wi |l be kind of the northeast portions
of the property to be able to access
into that | ong bayou that goes down to
Her on Bay.

M5. MCCURDY: You're going to
have -- probably going to have your
basic treatnents. You're going to have

your standard practices to enhance both
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the acreage and the recreational
opportunities on the tract with both
access and usage. And also, that --
That's the nmain

managenent. It will be |like any other
tract as far as recreation of |and
managenent needs are varied on this
tract but it enconpasses nost of our
usual practices.

DR. SALOOM  Thank you very
much

MR, CHI LDERS: Questi on,
M. Chair?

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Yes.

MR. CHI LDERS. Wat are the
recreational possibilities on this
tract?

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  So this
Is public access and there's boating
access there. There is -- on the
upl ands part you've got trails and --

MR. CHI LDERS: Ckay. So

there's already sone there that's
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al ready part of the program-- that's
part of the progranf?

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  No,
there's no trail there to speak of now

M5. MCCURDY: It's just --
It's just acquired.

MR. CHI LDERS: Ckay.

M5. MCCURDY: So again, the
GOMESA funding really only gave us
enough noney for the due diligence and
then the recreation.

This is Jereny Doss, ny chief
of enforcenment who is actually one of
nmy on-the-ground folks in South Al abama
before | pulled himup and nmade hi m ny
chief of enforcement up in
Mont gonery -- he | oves ne.

If you would Iike sone
addi tional information, he can give you
some on-the-ground feedback.

MR. DOSS: You were asking
what ki nd of biological -- you were

aski ng what ki nd of bi ol ogi cal

Page 19

877-373-3660

Veritext Legal Solutions

800.808.4958



© 00 N oo o b~ w N

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
W N P O © 0 N O N~ W N B O

restorations --

THE COURT REPORTER | can't
hear you.

MR. DOSS: You were asking
what ki nd of biological restorations
processes we do there. W do a | ot of
prescribed fire. And as far as the
Pi ne Savanna | andscape, in that area
down there, it's a big, giant aspect of
protection from sedi nentation, things
i ke that, oyster farmng, the
shrinping -- things that happened in
M ssi ssi ppi Sound, which is basically
where this tract is.

It's contingent with other
properties that we al so nanage there.
Basic fish-use control is part of that
but nost of it has to do with
restoration of the Pine Savanna
upl ands.

Now, that doesn't
I ncorporate the marsh. The marsh is a

very critical conponent there because
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It's protecting that estuary for the
oysters and shrinp and fisheri es.

Wen | say fisheries, I'm
tal ki ng about the commercial aspects
and econom c inpacts that are there and
available at Grand Bay, if that hel ps
you.

DR. PONERS: | just wanted to
add, I'mvery famliar with that
property. |It's an amazing recreationa
fishing spot. | won't tell you where |
catch all the speckled trout there, but
in fact, it encapsul ates Long' s Bayou
and all of that.

| nean, it's also a very
I nportant habitat for the pelicans in
the state. And because it's so fragile
on the coast, it will probably need a
| ot of managenent over the next few
years or decades.

DR. MCCLINTOCK: | will add
that the terrapin project -- sea turtle

proj ect down there has been ongoi ng
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down there through UAB research
scientists for decades now in that

area. So there's a lot of interest in
using this area for continued |ong-term
space of the terrapin.

M5. MCCURDY: | guess | failed
to add, there are hunting opportunities
associated with the tract. That's
understood, but | guess | didn't say
t hat .

MR. HARPER: One | ast
guestion: On the map, is that island
to the west of that island, is that
privately owned?

M5. MCCURDY: Right nowit's
state owned. the one in red is known
as Cat I sl and.

MR. HARPER: The one to the
west is not in red.

M5. MCCURDY: |'m sorry, not
i n red.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  The

State already owns that, yes, sir. W
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actually -- we actually own that island
and did a very large restoration
proj ect around that island with sone
Deep Water Horizon funds. That was one
of the first projects that was done in
2011-2012 time frame down there.
DR POVWERS: |Is that Marsh
Marsh | sl and?
CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Mar sh
| sl and.
A | ot of good discussion
on that piece.
The next tract -- the next
speaker is Chandl er Graham on the
Davi dson Creek Track. That's on tab 4
page 7. -- tab 4 page 7.
MR. GRAHAM  Good nor ni ng.
Thank you for having ne here.
| ' m Chandl er G aham of
Larson & McGowin Properties. |'mhere
on behal f of the | andowner of the
Davi dson Creek Tract which is in Coosa

County.
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| know you' re probably
fresh to this tract and you're just
bei ng made aware of it. So | just
wanted to cone today to provide you
wth a few details and then invite you
to call me wth questions or even nore
I nportantly, if you want to cone visit
this tract, | would love to showit to
you. It truly is a pretty spectacul ar
pi ece of property.

It's called the Davidson
Creek Tract. It's alittle m sleading
in that there's a mle-and-a-half
Hat chet Creek frontage on this tract.
Sonme of that is double frontage,
meani ng both sides of the creek.

It does have a little over
two point -- two and a half of Davidson
Creek, which flows into -- all of this
flows into the Coosa River eventually,
and it's got a half a mle of
Socapatory Creek.

The tract actually is very
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cl ose to the confluence of Socapatory
and Hatchet Creek. There's anazing
shoals there. W have lilies.

It's just a really speci al
pl ace being as close as it is to
Birmngham |[It's got frontage on 231,
provi des sone access. |t has
addi ti onal access points as well, and
t he | andowners are excited about the
opportunity to put this into sone
conservati on ownership and are wlling
to work and be flexible in making this
happen.

So | just want to invite
y'all if you have questions to reach
out, or nore inportantly or actually be
nore fun to go down there and actually
| ook at it.

So thank you.

MR. HARPER. One question. |Is
all this one ownership?
MR. GRAHAM Yes, sir, it's

all one owner.
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CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Thank
you, Chandl er.

That was the last -- that
was the last slip | had for public
conment s.

I s there anybody el se that
wanted to nake comments? All right.
Thank you.

Seei ng none, now we w ||
recess for executive session. By
regul ati on, appraisal values are
confidential wth your peers in
negoti ation. Accordingly, in order to
di scuss tract appraisal values, the
Board will need to go into recess for
an executive session.

s there a notion for the
Board to now recess to attend an
executive session?

MR OATES: | nove.
CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
M. QCates noves. |Is there a second?

DR, MCCLI NTOCK: Second.
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CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: A

second by Dr. M intock.
As | call your nane,
pl ease state your position on the
notion to recess. Those in favor,

pl ease i ndicate by saying "aye" and

t hose opposed "nay."

Chri s Bl ankenshi p, aye.

M. Childers?
MR. CHI LDERS: Aye.
CHAl RMVAN BLANKENSHI P: M.

Har per ?
MR HARPER: Aye.
CHAI RVAN BLANKENSH! P:
Dr. Howel | ?

DR, HOWELL: Aye.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
M. Jones?

MR JONES:. Aye.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Dr. Mcdintock?

DR MCCLI NTOCK:  Aye.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
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M. QCates?

MR CQATES:. Aye.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Dr. Powers?

DR. PONERS: Aye.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Dr. Sal oonf

DR SALOOM  Aye.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
M. Val entine?

DR, VALENTI NE:  Aye.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Dr. Neumann?

DR NEUMANN: Aye.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
M. Parnell.

MR, PARNELL: Yes.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: Al |
right. That is unaninous. W wll
now -- it is now 10:20. W wll take
approxi mately a 20-m nute recess and
t hen return.

MS. MCCURDY: Board nenbers,
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If you wll, be sure and take your
packet. Also, there's alittle bit --
we have a little bit of a path to get
there. | maybe ask everybody to stay
seated to get all the Board nenbers out
and on our way and staff will direct
you where to go.

(Recess for executive session.)

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Good

nmorning. Al right. [I'mgoing to
announce for the record we are back.

It is 11:04. W are back to resune the

neet i ng.
Next is item nunber five.
Ms. McCurdy.
M5. MCCURDY: | do want to
note -- I'mnot sure we did -- that

M. Holloway joined us, | think, after
the roll call. | wll note that for
t he record.

Al'l right. Board nenbers
i f you would, turn to your tab 2 A As

al ways, there's a green folder Tab 2 A
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update. You have an end-of-the-nonth
that's able to provide a little nore
updated information. So you'll see in
your green folder a yellow sh tab 2(a.)
l"mgoing to run you
t hrough the properties that are in sone
stage of the negotiation or closing
process. These are properties that the
Board has directed staff to proceed
with trying to acquire. So | want to
update you on the status of those.

We have Bon Secour River
Wet | ands Addition in Bal dwi n County
that we're working on.

We just tal ked about
havi ng a COVID nonent -- Lake
Quntersville State Park, John Doss
Mount ai n Addition, Marshall County; QGak
Mountain State Park, Bel cher Addition,
phase two, Shel by; Sipsey River Swanp,
Brownsvill Addition, Tuscal oosa,

County.

And we are also -- all of
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t hose properties are literally in the
due diligence, closing process, noving
very closely towards close. W are
still in discussion with the | andowner
on the Skyler WWA-Fowl er Cove Additi on.
We are still working to get that one
finalized in the due diligence and
cl osi ng progress.

Al'l of those properties
t aken together and then basically
subtracted -- as | always say, like
your checkbook, your checks and | have
got to -- I've gotten -- | want to
wite, the noney is reserved, you're
left wwth just over 22 mllion dollars
t hat woul d be available to you for
acquisitions if you so chose, and
that's within the current budget
authority. So that anmpunt is avail abl e
to the Board.

That's the status on the
properties that are actively in

negoti ation and are in the closing
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process.

Any questions fromthe
Board on those?

Al'l right. W have not
closed -- our fiscal year started
October 1. | usually get an update on
our fiscal year closing. W haven't
guite got anything closed yet but we
have several that are getting very
close and we'll have reports on that in
t he February neeti ng.

So again, look at tab
2(b.) This is where we discuss the
status of the stewardship fund.

What | do at this neeting
IS give you sort of two reports.

That's why you see two pages. One
gives you kind of a current status

| ooki ng back at |ast year's stewardship
fund, and then we'll start talking
about the upcom ng year stewardship

f und.

For the stewardship fund
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for the fiscal year that just closed,
Sept enber 30th, we were actually still
in the closing process in the fiscal
year, what we call our 13th accounting
peri od.

But as it turns out, right
now, it |looks |ike there was a
remai ni ng bal ance of $176, 000
basically. And that m ght go down sone
nore in the 13th accounting period but
we -- we al nost spent all of it. W're
cl ose there.

Looking forward to the
current fiscal year, you'll see that we
have budgeted authority at 2.5 m|llion.
That may be adj usted upwards sonewhat,
but right now, let's use that nunber,
the 2.5 mllion.

And we're just, again, one
month and there's about $20, 000 --
al nrost $21, 000 worth of expenditures.
We are still well within the avail able

anount for this fiscal year. So again,
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we'll continue to update and report on
t hat .

Any question on the
stewardshi p fund?

DR, MCCLI NTOCK: | am curi ous
on the '22-'23 stewardship fund, the
repai r and mai nt enance category,
$769,000; is that -- what is that
basically going to, repair and
mai nt enance of the equi pnent, vehicles?

M5. MCCURDY: Yes. A lot of
it -- alot of it is equipnent
primarily. Some of it would be sone
recreational, amenities, maintenance
and i nprovenents. That could be the
di fferent structures associated with
t hose.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: A | ot
of that is the funds for the public
access signage and the parking | ot
expansions that y'all approved for
t hose expenditures -- y'all approved in

May of |ast year to expend this past
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fiscal year. So that's what a | ot of
that is.

DR. MCCLI NTOCK: Al right.
Thank you.

M5. MCCURDY: Any additional
questi ons?

Al right. Tab 2(c) is
our Treasurer's report. Again, the
State Treasurer's Ofice hel ps us
bef ore each neeting and gives us sone
detailed informati on on the net assets.

The net assets as of
Sept enber 30, 2023 is al nost 42
mllion, 41.7 mllion. Again, we thank
the Treasurer's office for hel ping us
with that information before each
meet i ng.

Any questions? That's
kind -- that's really all of tab 2.
Any additional tab 2 questions?

CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P: | wi |l
say: Qur State Treasurer, Young

Boozer, is very interested in this
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program and he -- every tine | see him
in close proximty to our neetings, he
al ways tal ks about the investnents and
the work for the stewardship fund.

He wanted to be here today
but couldn't because of some ot her
things. He would like to join us, |
think, for our neeting in February for
himto just update the Board on what he
does and hopefully you'll | ook forward
to hearing from him

M5. MCCURDY: So now, if
you'll turn to tab 3(a), | would |ike
to run through update for the Board but
al so the public as to the properties
t hat you previously have notioned for
first appraisal or other appraisal
wor K.

So we'll run through what
we have in hand, and then I'Il also
provi de you information as to the
reports that we do not have in hand

yet .
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We have in hand conpl et ed
apprai sals on Cathedral Caverns State
Park Gurley Drive Addition, Marshal
County; Historic Blakely State Park Pye
Addition, Baldw n County; Lillian Swanp
Bl ackwat er Addition, Bal dw n County.

W will have by the next
neeti ng, but do not have in hand, the
Bl ackwat er River SOA C apper Addition
appraisal. No issues with that
apprai sal, but we are having to do the
apprai sal to federal yell ow book
standards, and that requires a little
additional time for the appraiser to
conpl ete that work, but we'll have it
by the next neeting.

W are about to initiate
but have not the West Fow River Tract.
That acreage, we're working directly
with the | andowner's attorneys. They
have been very hel pful. W' ve been
trying to nail down the exact parcel

acreage information so that when we go
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to the appraiser, it wll be accurate
we won't have to go back and do
corrective work on the appraiser. But
after a lot of work, |I think we're
right on the edge of getting that one
under way.

One apprai sal that we have
i n hand and was not notioned by the
Board rel ates back to the Heron Bay
Wetl ands Tract. As nentioned
previ ously, because of the GOVESA
funding that was avail able to pay for
due diligence, we have appraisal work
and site assessnent work. So that is
avai l able to the Board and gi ven j ust
for use for the 15 percent stewardship
valuation. That's sonething that we
have in hand and staff has revi ened.

So that's the status on
t he apprai sals that you have notion
for. Any questions on those itens?

Al right. Comm ssioner,

If you're -- if you don't have anything
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additional, we'll nove into our grant
st at us updat e.

If the Board will nove to
tab 5 you have your usual tab 5(a)
meno. This is the portion of the
meeti ng where we run through just an
update of the properties that have sone
grant funding either that we're using
or that m ght be available either for
acqui sition or for various activities
on the Forever WIld properties. So
"1l run through those.

The nom nations that are
currently in the acquisitions category
are -- that have benefited from sone
supporting federal dollars is the
Bonsecour River Wetlands Tract. W
were able to establish federal funding
for approximately 68 percent of the
val ue of that tract.

Skyl i ne WA- Fowl er Cove
Addition that | nentioned, we are still

wor king on. CQur WIldlife Freshwater
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Fi sheries D vision, Chuck Sykes
Di vi sion, proposed a partnership with
its Pittman- Robertson Funding on that
tract. So Forever Wld w Il be serving
as a 25 percent state-based match
that's necessary for that grant
program

Tracts that are in the
apprai sal process that are benefiting
or could benefit as you nove toward
acqui sition fromsone federal funding
I ncl ude the Bl ackwater River
SOA- Cl apper Addition. Again, this is a
PR opportunity in partnership with the
Wldlife Division at a 75/25 split
under that program

Al so the West Fowl River
Tract. | wanted to alert the Board,
again, that's a tract we have been
wor king with the | andowner's attorneys
to confirm boundary |ines.

My divi sion has been

invited to present a proposal for an
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opportunity for sonme federal dollars

t hat woul d provide 100 percent funding
i f our proposal is accepted for the
West Fow R ver Tract. So at that
point, simlarly the Board woul d have
acqui sition funding if they chose to
proceed but woul d have the 15 percent
transfer, which we've discussed on that
property.

| hope that we will know
sonet hing by the February neeting, but
| think the word we have now is that
t he announcenent nay cone literally the
day that we're neeting. So it wll be
hot off the press or delayed but we
hope to have an update by the next
nmeeting as well as the appraisal
conpl et ed.

Shortlist nom nations and
opportunities: Dugdown Mountain
Corridor. | think the Forestry
Commi ssion is still awaiting final word

on whether that will be awarded. W
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are still on hold, frustrated, but not
t hat unusual

| know M. Cates is ready
to have that one wapped up. But
anyway, the good news: W're
encouraged on that, | think would be
the word, but don't have a formal
announcerment .

Just a coupl e ot her
updates. Again, the properties that
are benefiting fromsone other funding,
Little R ver Canyon- Hancock/ TNC
Addition. That's the one -- the
property we had sone National Fish and
Wl dlife Foundation funding to support
t he establishnent of the shortleaf pine
forest.

And then the Mbbil e- Tensaw
Delta, the Bartram and Perdi do R ver
Canoe Trails Inprovenent Project. W
will be using that funding -- wll
benefit not just for the wld tracts.

Sonme of the inprovenents, the shelters
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and the | anding that individuals can
reserve and use along those trails wll
be one enhancenent that we'll see and

I ncl udes sone of the wild acreage.

So those are the
opportunities and work we're doi ng that
relate to sone formof |everaging
noney.

Any questions on those?

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: | j ust
want to point out to the Board anot her
-- two other properties that are on the
short list but did not nake the neno.
|"ve just gotten word fromour staff
t hat we've been invited for notice of
fundi ng opportunity on the Red Hills
Section 23 and Red Hills Swift Tract
Addition to apply for an RLE. That
grant woul d provide 75 percent of the
acqui sition costs of those properties.
That will be submtted this nonth and
hopefully have word on that by

February.
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MR JONES: M. Chairnan,
which -- Red Hills, correct?

CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P: It's
t he section 23.

MR, JONES:. Ckay.

CHAI RMVAN BLANKENSHI P:  And
then the Swft Tract Addition -- the
Addition to the Swift Tract Addition
that y'all have already --

MR. JONES: Not the Bl anton
Addi ti on.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: The
Bl anton Addition is not included.

MR. JONES: Thank you.

DR. PONERS: Did you need a
comm tnent fromthe Board for the 25
percent before you submt the
application or do you just need to have
it if you get the award?

CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P: | don't
t hi nk we have to have --

M5. MCCURDY: | think due to

the history of the program and the
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know edge of how t he program works, we
are able to point to past partnerships
and acquisition to denponstrate the
Board's support.

Every now and then we're
asked for sone type of letter, but
normal Iy they understood that there are
| egal requirenents that the Board woul d
have to get to ensure acquisition and
that you can't nake those prom ses on
the front end.

So the funding sources are
aware of that, but the history gives
t hem confi dence of what the Board can
do. But we don't commt w thout the
usual procedure of this Board.

Any ot her questions?

Ckay. Well, that's a good
lead in. |If everybody is ready, we'l]l
go to tab 4 and tal k about our short
list of nom nations.

For benefit of the public,

maybe for those who don't know or may

Page 45

877-373-3660

Veritext Legal Solutions

800.808.4958



© 00 N oo o b~ w N

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
W N P O © 0 N O N~ W N B O

not have been to a neeting before, once
we receive a nonmination fromthe public
nom nating a tract, our next step is to
secure a wlling to sell letter. It
doesn't obligate the seller but just to
confirmthat that seller is aware that
the program-- that their property is
bei ng di scussed in these neetings and
are okay with it being evaluated in our
process.

Every nom nation is scored
separately in the four categories
establ i shed by the constitutional
anendnent of the types of properties
that this Board is to pursue, and those
I ncl ude the acreage for recreation,
acreage for nature preserves, state
parks -- either new state parks or
additions, and simlarly for public
hunti ng progranms such as WVA, either
new opportunities or additions to
exi sting opportunities, so every

nom nation scored in those four
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cat egori es.

They then conpete anobngst
t hensel ves in the northern, central,
and southern districts, and the top
three scores in each category within
each district nmakes the short |ist.

Now, we often will have a
property, due to characteristics score
in nmore than one of those four
categories, but that process is used to
devel op the short list or priority |ist
as described in the constitutional
amendnent .

So for this neeting, as
usual, I'mgoing to run through those.
And as | always say, if you have a
question or need ne to stop, please
speak up. | may not see -- | nay not
see your hand as | go through.

So we're going to utilize
in 4(b) -- 1'"'mgoing to run through the
current short |ist nom nations that

woul d be available to the Board for
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notions for first appraisal or other
types of notions.

Bon Secour River-Cook Road
Addition. That's in Baldw n County;
Col dwat er Mount ai n- Oxanna Addi ti on,
Cal houn County; Davidson Creek Tract,
Coosa County; D Adive Bay North
Addi tion, Baldw n County; Dugdown
Mount ain Corridor, C eburne County;
FreedomH | |s WVMA-Sutton Hi Il Addition.
Col bert County; Heron Bay Wetl ands
Addition, Mbile County; Red Hills
Bl ant on Addition, Monroe County.

| would note to the Board,
this is -- | think we previously
di scussed that the Wldlife D vision
was pursui ng acquisition thensel ves
while we're evaluating the Forever
WIld, but | think the | andowners
expectation on that woul d exceed what
we woul d receive as an apprai sed val ue
on that Tract, but it is still

avai | abl e.
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Red H Ils Section 23
Addi tion, Mnroe County, one of the
tracts the Comm ssioner just
ref erenced.

Then the last tract on the
short list, the Red Hills Sw ft
Addi tion, also Monroe County that
Commi ssi oner al so was speaki ng of.

So those are the tracts
that are currently on the short |ist.
And | wll also say again: Wth the
conpetition with the districts, it's a
living list. So, for exanple, you nmay
have seen a tract on the short |i st
| ast neeting that's not on this
neeti ng, and that neans anot her
nom nation that canme in and scored out
that one. So it is aliving list of
nom nati ons.

Any questions on short
list nom nations before we nove into
t he general discussion portion?

| didn't see any hands,
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but again, it's hard soneti nes.
Ckay. Conmi ssioner, |

think I will turn it back over to you.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: Al |
right. Tab nunber 6 on the agenda is
t he general discussion of the Board
menbers. This is generally the part
where if there's any requests nade for
apprai sals on any properties, that that
happens. So | will be glad to
entertain any discussion or notions
fromthe Board.

DR. NEUMANN: | would like to
nove for the Heron Bay.

DR. MCCLINTOCK: 1'll second
t hat .

DR. NEUMANN: | notion for the
Board to approve acceptance of the
Heron Bay Wetl ands Addition Tract, and
proceed with closing the acquisition
wi th the understandi ng that that
requi res 15 percent of the appraised

val ue be transferred to the stewardship
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f und.

M5. MCCURDY: |If you could,
speak up for ne.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Who i s
t he second?

DR. MCCLI NTOCK:  Second.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Second
by Dr. Mdintock.

So the notion by

Dr. Neumann was that we nove forward
with and receive the Heron Bay Wetl ands
Addi tion donation into the Forever WId
programwi th the 15 percent of the
apprai sed value going into the
stewardship fund. |Is that correct,
Dr. Neumann?

DR. NEUMANN: That's correct.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Any
di scussion on that?

Al in favor, please raise

your hand.

M5. MCCURDY: That |ooks |ike

t hat' s unani nous, Comm SSi oner.
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Page 52

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Thank
you. Mbdtion carries.

DR SALOOM M. Chairman?

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Yes,
sir, Dr. Sal oom

DR. SALOOM | nove that we
get a second appraisal on the Lillian
Swanp Bl ackwat er Addition and proceed
to purchase that property.

M5. MCCURDY: I|'msorry. |
just want to speak up and tell you -- a
second and a proceed to purchase?

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: | ' 1|
repeat that in the notion as we go.

MS. MCCURDY: Sorry.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  That's
okay.

s there a second?

DR. POAERS: Second.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Second
by Dr. Powers.

So the notion is for a

second apprai sal and nove to purchase
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on the Black -- Lillian Swanp
Bl ackwater Addition; is that correct,
Dr. Sal oonf

DR. SALOOM Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  |'s
t here any di scussi on?

Al those in favor, please
rai se your hand?

M5. MCCURDY: W have -- al
affirmati ve, one no. Keep your hands
up. Let ne doubl e-check |'ve got
everybody. So yes. That carries.

CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Any
opposed?

M5. MCCURDY: There was one;
one opposed, M. Parnell.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: Mot on
carries.

DR. POAERS: | would like to
nove for a second appraisal and not
proceed to purchase for Cathedral
Caverns State Park Gurley Drive
Addi ti on.
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CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  |'s
there a second?

DR HOLLOMAY: Second.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Second
by M. Hol |l oway.

So the notion is for a
second appraisal only, not nove to
pur chase but a second appraisal, and
then that information would conme back
to the Board before any action would be
taken on the property; is that clear?
Does anybody have any questions on
t hat ?

Al'l those in favor of the
second appraisal only, please raise
your hand.

M5. MCCURDY: We have one,
two, three, four, five, six. Is that
what y'all are getting?

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: Al
opposed?

M5. MCCURDY: One, two, three

four, five.
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CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Moti on
fails.

M5. MCCURDY: |'msorry, siX.
| can't count. Math is not ny
strengt h.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Si x yes
and six no for the court reporter.

Al right.
DR MCCLI NTOCK: M. Chairnman?
CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
M. Mdintock.

DR. MCCLINTOCK: 1'd like -- 1
think it's the first appraisal on the
Davi dson Tract in Coosa County. |
propose we get a first appraisal.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  |'s
there a second?

MR. QATES: | second.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  The
notion is for a first appraisal on the
Davi dson Creek track. That was a
notion by Dr. Mcdintock and seconded
by M. Cates. That is --
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MR. HARPER: Repeat that.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Sur e.
The notion is for a first appraisal on
t he Davi dson Creek Tract in Coosa
County. The notion is by
Dr. Mcdintock and seconded by
M. Qates.

Any questions about that?

M. Jones?

MR. JONES: |'mjust curious
how we woul d use this tract. |It's 2130
acres, which is a fair amount of
acreage, but it is kind of off away
from-- it's not continuous. It seens
to be alittle ways off. |'mjust
wondering how to staff?

s this going to be an

SOA? Have we given any thought on
t hat ?

MR. CHI LDERS: What page is
t hat on?

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: | think

It's page seven, tab 4 page seven.
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M5. MCCURDY: This would be
perceived as a nulti-use recreationa
tract with trails. Hunting, would al so
be offered, your usual what | woul d
call general rec right now.

Wldlife has not really
di scussed making it an SOA, but we do
have tracts that offer public hunting
simlar to Ad Cahaba that are not SQOAs
to delegate hunting. But nostly this
Is very particular nmulti-use.

MR. JONES: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Any
ot her questions?

So all of those in favor
of a first appraisal on the Davidson
Creek Tract, please raise your hand.

M5, MCCURDY: l'"msorry. One,
two, three, four, five, six -- nine
affirmati ve.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Any
opposed?

M5. MCCURDY: Four opposed.
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CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Moti on
carries. Thank you.

MR. HOLLOMAY: M. Chairman?

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:

M. Hol | onay.

MR, HOLLOMAY: | would like to
nove to -- to nmake a notion to request
a second appraisal for the Historic
Bl akely SP Pye Addition, not nove to
purchase but just a second appraisal.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  |'s
there a second?

DR. POAERS: Second.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Second
by Dr. Powers.

So the notion is for a
second appraisal only on the H storic
Bl akely State Park Pye Addition. So
not a nove to purchase it but the
notion currently is just to have a
second appraisal to bring that back to
t he Board before any other action is

taken on the property.
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Any questions or conments
on that? All those in favor, please
rai se your hand.

M5. MCCURDY: We only have
seven affirmative, Your Honor.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Moti on
fails.

MR. OATES: | would like to
nove for a first appraisal on Red Hills
Section 23 Addition.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  |'s
there a second?

MR JONES: darification --

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Can |
get a second then we can --

DR. POWNERS: Second.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Second
by Dr. Powers.

M. Jones?

MR. JONES: Can you clarify
because | thought you said there was
sone grant noney out there and that we

need to do that at this point in tine.
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CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  We hope
that there will be grant noney
avail able but it didn't happen. |
think there would still be tine for a
first appraisal on these properties to
assist with that --

MR. JONES: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  The
grant application or grant award.

MR. JONES: Al right. Thank
you.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: Al |
right. So the notion is for a first
appraisal on the Red Hills Section 23
property. Al those in favor, please
rai se your hand.

MS. MCCURDY: Twel ve,
Conmi ssi oner.

CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Mbti on
carries.

M. OCates?

MR. OATES: | would also like

to nove for first appraisal on the Red
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Hills Swift Addition.
MR. JONES:. Second.
CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Seconded by M. Jones, notioned by
M. Cates for a first appraisal on the
Red HIlls Swft Addition -- Addition.
Any comments on that?
Al'l those in favor, please
rai se your hand.
MS. MCCURDY: Twel ve,
Conmi ssi oner .
CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Moti on
carri es.
Gve ne just a second to
catch up ny notes, please. W have a
court reporter but | like to have ny
own stuff.
M. Jones.
MR JONES: Yes. I'd like to
nove for a first appraisal on the
Col dwat er Mountain Oxanna Addition in
Cal houn County.
DR. MCCLI NTOCK: | second
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t hat .

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:

Seconded by Dr. McCQintock; is that
correct?

DR. MCCLI NTOCK: That's
correct.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  So t he
notion is for a first appraisal on the
Col dwat er Mount ai n Oxanna Addi ti on,
noti oned by M. Jones, seconded by
Dr. Mcdintock.

Any questions on that
comment -- or discussions?

Al'l those in favor, please
rai se your hand.

MS. MCCURDY: Twel ve,
Conmi ssi oner.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Moti on
carri es.

Anything else? Al right.
Thank you, Board Menbers,
for that.

| still -- | do have one
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thing that | would Iike to nention
while we're in general discussion
bef ore we nove on to m scel | aneous
reports.

W are not at the point at
this neeting to bring anything to the
Board, but | just wanted to -- can |
just nmention sonething we'll probably
be bringing back in February so you
will have tinme to think about it, any
gquestions that you m ght have?

We have the opportunity
wi th sone of our federal funding,
especially on properties that are
adj acent to other Forever WId
properties, to use Forever WIld
properties that have been purchased
with 100 percent Forever WId that was
not ones that we've already used to
| everage ot her federal dollars but to
use the val ue of those properties to
make acquisitions with federal dollars.

We' || probably bring in
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sonet hi ng on that maybe in February or

at the May neeting but | wanted to

float that out there. It wouldn't be
any -- it wouldn't be a cost to Forever
WIld on the acquisition. It would just

be placing sone additional deed
restriction | anguage on the property
that we al ready have, very simlar to
what we do now on the 75/25 splits that
we do.

So our staff has been
trying to work on a lot of different
ways to make the nobst of opportunities
for us in Alabama, and this is
sonmething that | think mght be really
a good way for us to utilize sonme of
the federal funds that are avail able
through the Infrastructure Act and sone
of the other things that have gone on
in Congress for Alabama to be able to
get a good share of those funds instead
of them goi ng ot her pl aces.

So that's a very broad
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concept, but | just wanted to share it
wWith you. So any questions that y'all
have on that? W can expand on that a
little bit nore at the next neeting.

Thank you. Thank y' al
for opportunities to share.

DR MCCLI NTOCK: Have you
t ouched basis with the feds to see if
this woul d be perm ssible?

CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P: W
have. |t would be allowed and
encour aged actual ly.

DR. MCCLI NTOCK: Al right.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: Al
ri ght.

M5. MCCURDY: Ckay. We're
going to nove -- we're going to nove
now i nto our m scel | aneous reports. So
if you'll turn to tab 5, nobst of what
we'll be covering will be tab 5. You
also had a fewitens in your green
folder, but 1'll direct you there al ong

t he way.
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First item of business, as
we al ways do when we start
m scel | aneous section, is bring to the
Board's attention the properties that,
absent additional Board action, wll
roll off your -- either your short Iist
or appraisal information list after the
neeting due to the nunber of Board
neeti ngs that have passed with no
interest fromthe Board. So we al ways
alert you to those. If you want us to
keep sonething on the list, we wl|l
need you to speak up at this tine.

We have one short |ist
nom nation. That's the D dive
Bay-North Addition in Baldw n County.
And that one will roll off in our next
neeting. W had a notion on the other
nom nation that's |listed on your tab
5(b.) So any discussion or question?

CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  |'d
just like to nmake a notion that we

renove the Red HIls Bl anton Additi on
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after this neeting.

M5. MCCURDY: And to rem nd
the Board, that's the property that |
menti oned that WIldlife had pursued and
been in direct discussion with the
| andowner and we do not think that the
appr ai sed val ue woul d support | andowner
expectations, which is fine. But we
don't think it will progress. That's
tab 4(b) --

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  So t he
notion is to renove Red Hills Blanton
Addition, a notion made by Bl ankenshi p?

MR JONES: Second.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:

Seconded by M. Jones and thirded but
Dr. Neunmnn.

Any questions about that?
Al those in favor say aye.

(Chorus of ayes.)

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Any
opposed?

(No response.)
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CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  None
opposed. Thank you.

M5. MCCURDY: Al right. |
think the next itemas far as what we
haven't di scussed al ready during the
meeting, if you will go to tab 5(e).
One of our routine matters -- it is
time at this neeting to approve
managenent plans for a few of our
tracts. W are required to prepare a
managenent plan within 12 nonths after
initial acquisition. W try to cone to
the Board neeting in advance of that in
case there are questions fromthe
Boar d.

But if you'll look at tab
5(e), the tracts that we are proposing
for inclusion into existing nmanagenent
plans -- these are all tracts that were
adj acent to, close to, current acreage
t hat make sense to be nanaged
specifically with the previous acreage,

not a separate nanagenent pl an.
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So those are Autauga WVA,
County Road 112 Addition; FreedomHills
WVA Boddi e Addition, Col bert County;
Red HIlls WWA Fl at Creek Phase 5
Addition in Monroe County.

Agai n, these plans were --
state land staff and wildlife staff
wor ked t oget her on these proposed
anendnents to existing managenent
pl ans.

I f the Board approves the
action on those three tracts, there is
a proposed notion at the bottom of that
meno, but | want to pause for any
guestions on any of the proposed
managenent pl ans.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:

Dr. Powers?

DR. POAERS: The Board
approves the notion -- the Board
approves the state's |ands division
proceeding with the inclusion of the

Aut auga WVA County Road 112 Additi on,
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the FreedomH | | s WWA Boddi e Addi ti on,
and the Red Hills WWA Fl at Creek phase
5 Addition until existing nmanagenent
plans is set forth in the nmenorandum
dat ed Novenmber 2nd, 2023.
CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  |'s
there a second?
MR HOLLOMAY: Second.
CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Seconded by M. Holloway. | won't
reread the notion Dr. Powers so
el oquently provided to the Board.
Are there any questions or
di scussi ons?
Al those in favor, please
say aye.
(Chorus of ayes.)
CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Any
opposed?
(No response.)
CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  None
opposed. Mdtion carries. Thank you.

M5. MCCURDY: Then |' m going
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to run through just a series, as we
say, mscellaneous itens.

If you'll |look at tab
5(f), we had sone exciting news rel ated
to the M Barnett Lawley Field Trial
Area in Hale County where we di scussed
our last neeting the dog sporting
events and nultiple hunting program
events, a lot of that use is hunting
events on the property in addition to
sonme other restoration work that we do.

M. Chair, do you want to
share that news about the Field Trial
Area and the additional appropriation?

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Sur e.

As you know, the Field Trial Area is a
fantastic place for dog trials. It
Is -- our staff does a great job there.
W host between 35 or 40 dog trial
events there a year.

As we've di scussed at
previ ous neetings, | think M. Harper

mentioned that it was in rough shape.
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At one point when we acquired the
property, it was in need of sone
updati ng.

" mvery thankful that the
| egi sl ature worked with us during the
| ast session to provide a mllion
dollars for us to use on upgrades on
the facility, the Forever WIld Field
Trial Area.

We're using sone of the
stewardship dollars as well as sone of
the State Lands funds. And | just |ast
week in a neeting with Innovate
Al abama, in their board, they approved
some additional funds to cone through
an outdoor recreation supplenental
appropriation that they had to go
towards the projects there.

So we're going to see
whol esal e changes at that facility.
One of themis going to be a neeting
event-type venue so those dog trials,

when they're having those there, can
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have a nice -- kind of |ike down at

Lake Martin -- the roll-up doors for
themto have events with a pavilion,
really nice facility.

Qur staff is already
maki ng i nprovenents to the two houses
that are there, the old warden's
guarters, as well as addi ng barns and
paddocks for the horses that cone out
for the field trials.

We're going to have
restroomfacilities out in the field
trial areas so they don't have to use
the port-o-lets. That really opens
that up to make it nuch nicer and very
comensurate with the type of events
we're having. We will have facilities
that are nmuch nore appropriate for
t hose type of events that match the
guality of the grounds.

| "' m excited about that.
We are very close on the design to

noving wwth the architects. Hopefully
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we'll be able to do that after the
first of the year. And ny goal would
be for us to have that conpleted and
for us to have our Novenber neeting at
the Forever WId Field Trial Area in
t he new events w ng.

UNKNOAN SPEAKER:  Next
Novenber ?

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  One
year fromthis nmeeting, yes, sir.

So anyway, |'m excited
about that. | would love for us, if we
are to do that to spend sone tinme out
there on the property really with the
Board showing all of the great things
t hat happened out there and how t hat
property is really being used. Al abama
Is the economc driver with the dog
trials and other outdoor recreationa
opportunities.

M5. MCCURDY: Thank you,
Conmi ssioner. The State Lands is al so

very excited about that opportunity as
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wel | and appreciate the Comm ssioner's
continued support and advocacy for that
property.

Anot her update item Tab
5(g) relates to Al abama Pinhoti Trai
System and the recent agreenent rel ated
to Shared Stewardship and Governance of
t hat system

Thi s was an agreenent --
it's attached to 5(g) -- that
establ i shes a governance board. That
I ncl udes representatives DCNR and the
Forestry Comm ssion as well as the
federal -- fromthe U S. Forest
Servi ce.

Conmmi ssi oner, do you want
to talk about that a little bit nore,
t 00?

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: |

probably would Iike to recogni ze the
Pi nhoti Conm ssion chairman, M. Rick
Cates. W had a neeting yesterday and

| would like to -- Rick, do you want to
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say a few words about that?

Do you want to explain the
Forever WIld part observation --

Al abama Forestry Conmmi ssion and U. S.
Forest Service, who are the three
| ar gest | andowners al ong Pinhoti Trail?

The Governor set this
comm ssion up | ast summer at Fl ag
Mountain. She was up doing a neeting
wth -- Rick, take it fromthere.

MR. OATES: Thank you,
Commi ssioner. | will be real quick.

As Patti said, we've been
working on this for along tine to
bring sone cohesiveness, | guess is a
good word to use for the Pinhoti Trail
and it kind of nmade sense that those
three | argest | andowners kind of take
the | ead and get the ball rolling. And
then we are going to involve
stakehol ders to really give us gui dance
and nmake sure we're inviting feedback

fromall the people that use and | ove
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the Pinhoti Trail. But we're happy to
see it start somewhere in the vicinity
of Flag Mountain in Coosa County and
goes all the way up to -- actually ends
where the Appal achian Trail begins in
Geor gi a.

So it runs -- it's 170 or
so mles in Alabama and is really --
our goal is to nmake it a nationa
historic trail; | think that's the | ast
term And get it to those standards,
and then nake it a showpl ace where
peopl e want to conme hi ke and enjoy the
out door s.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Thank
you, Ssir.

M5. MCCURDY: So we'll keep
noving. |If you will look at tab 5(h),
this is really just alittle bit of an
update. W nentioned at the | ast
neeting as we reached the end of the
fiscal year, we are going to give you a

little bit of a report on our
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Col | egi ate Mentoring Program

| was going to have
Dr. Sergeant Freeman cone today. W
had so many itens on the agenda, |
think we're going to -- decided to wait
until February to give you a little
nore, but just as an overview, | did
want to note and conplinent and thank
Sergeant Freeman. He's with our
Wl dlife and Freshwater Fisheries
Division. He has really done a great
j ob working with other divisions,
starting in 2016 with the Collegiate
Ment oring Program

It has nmade great strides
i n ensuring that students -- including
the historically black colleges and
universities are included in efforts to
get students really out, denonstrate
recreational opportunities, give them
an idea of the various conservation
careers that are avail able, hopefully

pique their interest in that, and
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really give them sone hands-on habitat
and wi | dli fe managenent experience on
t hese tracts.

And those efforts -- we've
had a | ot of participation from
Tuskegee University. W've also had
participation from Al abama A&M
Uni versity, and Montevall o has now
joined in and is participating. The
conmm ssi oner was recently at Montevallo
as a matter of fact.

But we really are -- we've
had hands-on experience with the
habitat, firearns, hiking, hunting,
tracking, really all of those
techni ques, and they have -- the
students have been on the Barbour WA,
Wehl e Nature Center property, the Uchee
Creek Tract in Russell County.

And so Forever WId
acreage really is being utilized by
t hese students com ng onsite and

having an area not only for recreation
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and | earning but also to have a one-on-
one hands-on sort of practicuns with
our staff. And we're really excited
about those efforts.

We have upcom ng at Wehl e
-- Wehl e Conservation Center in Bullock
County, which is next to the WVA, which
is both in Bullock and Bar bour.

We have events com ng up
end of January for the mnority outdoor
alliance Quails Forever, and Pheasants
Forever have really cone together to
provi de exposures to upland bird
hunting to those students, and then
Al abama A&M and Tuskegee wi Il be
staying at our living conservation
center the begi nning of February, also
t aki ng advantage of sone off-site from
our side, additional hunting
opportunities.

That really is -- it gets
the community involved as well as park

and Forever WId invol vement.
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| just want to thank ny
State Lands staff and wildlife staff
for focusing on those efforts.

So I'Il take any
guestions. But when we have a
meeting with not as many things on the
agenda, I'll have Sergeant Freenman cone
and talk to you a little bit nore about
that. Any questions?

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:

Dr. Powers.

DR. PONERS: It sounds |like a
great program Thank you for the
update. | would encourage the program
to al so reach out to other
universities. You know, many peopl e
don't realize the University of South
Al abama has 28 percent underserved
mnority students. W have severa
students who would | ove to partici pate.
So it would be great to just reach out
to other universities and |l et them

know.
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M5. MCCURDY: Sure. And
Ser geant Freenman has done a great job
but there's always, you know,
opportunities to include nore
universities and nore students. You're
correct. That's sonething we wll to
try to strive at. |'mhappy to sit
down you after and have a di scussion.

Al right. | think the
next item just to keep going in order,
would be 5(i). 1'll give you a second
to get there.

That is a request that we
received fromthe Saral and Water and
Sewer Service in Mbile County. They
had subm tted a request for an easenent
I nvol ving our Jacinto Port Tract. And
this would be an easenent with a
20-foot by 125-foot footprint to allow
repl acenent of a forced main pipeline
t hat woul d be servicing a proposed new
lift station and adjacent to the city-

owned parcel, slated to service for
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over 5000 residential custoners and
about 200 commercial customers. You'l
see attached to 5(i) a map of where the
easenent request |ies.

Staff has reviewed the
request. There would be no negative
| npact to the property as to
ecologically or recreationally, again
woul d have a conmunity -- a positive
comuni ty i npact.

We have tal ked with
Sar al and Water and Sewer. W do have a
representative here today if there are
any questions, but staff did not have
any additional questions.

But they have agreed to,
as usual, pay the costs associated with
the easenent, be it a survey, an
appraisal. W do appraise the easenent
interests before transferring that.

So we bring these to the
Board before -- | like to cone to the

Board because | do not want anyone to
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I ncur expenses related to appraisals
and surveys if there is a known
objection on the front end fromthe
Boar d.

What the normal process
woul d be to pursue that, staff working
with the individual requesting the
easenent, and if the Board approves us
proceeding, we will nonitor the
apprai sal, ask what the costs woul d be,
the paynent to the program woul d be.
Again, a lot of due diligence being
paid by the entity asking for an
easenent.

| f the Board approves us
proceeding wwth that, there's a
notion -- the bottomof tab 5(i.)

Again, if you have any
guestions, we do have a representative
here.

MR. HOLLOMAY: M. Chairnman?
CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
M. Hol | onay.
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MR. HOLLOMAY: | notion for
the Board to approve staff proceeding
with the efforts to grant the Saral and
Wat er and Sewer Service easenent
request related to the Jacinto Port
Tract as described in neno dated
Novenber 2, 2023, on the condition that
Sar al and pays the survey cost,
apprai sal cost, and value of the
interest to be transferred.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  |'s
there a second?

DR. SALOOM  Second.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Seconded by Dr. Sal oom

Al'l those in favor, please
say aye.
(Chorus of ayes.)

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Any

opposed?
(No response.)
CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  None

opposed, notion carries.
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Just sone information for
the Board that m ght be of interest to
you, through a |ot of our Deep Water
Hori zon funding, we're fundi ng water
and sewer inprovenents in Mbile and
Bal dw n Counties. |I'mnot sure in this
situation if one of those that's funded
with that. M. Dale says it is not.

But we've very simlar
projects in Satsuma, Munt Vernon, and
Chi ckasaw and other areas there to help
| nprove water quality in a very grow ng
part of our state.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:
M. Chairman, could you identify the
Sar al and representative that's present?
Thank you.

M5. MCCURDY: All right.
W'l | keep noving then.

If you will ook at 5(j,)
nunber 5(j,) this is a |and swap
request that staff recently received.

Again, any tinme we receive
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a request for an easenent or a swap of
acreage, the staff works with the

| andowner under standi ng the request,
and then we evaluate it to see what our
recommendation or input would be to the
Boar d.

This swap involves the old
Cahawba Prairie Addition in Dallas
County. M. Jerry G| bert approached
us and requested a | and swap.

The swaps are a val ue
swap. So you may see different
acreages because they have to be
confirmed through the appraisal the
work to ensure that the val ue that
Forever Wld receives is equal to or
greater than what the programw || be
transferring out.

W do our best to give you
acreages and footprint, as you wl|
see, on the attached map of this change
and I woul d conme back to the Board.

But again, | wanted to get Board
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f eedback.

The staff review, we would
be in favor of it. It would give a
di stinct border between these two
tracts.

It would be -- if you'll
| ook on the map, the property line
woul d be clarified by -- this is the
one with the creek running through that
woul d give us the ability to use that
| and- based feature to further delineate
the tract.

And anyway, so the staff
i's supportive, but 1'Il take any
guestions that the Board has on this
G | bert proposal.

Yes, sir, Dr. Powers?

DR. PONERS: Did the swapper,
| guess, tell us why they wanted this?
M5. MCCURDY: He would like to

have a cl arifying physical boundary
bet ween the acreage that's nore visible

and obvious to the public that are
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using the tract. So it's really a

nei ghbor -- sort of nei ghbor request
shall we say -- that actually, we

t hi nk, woul d provide no negative inpact
and woul d provide a distinct

i dentifying | and-based boundary.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Just to
be clear, if there are differences in
t he apprai sed val ues of the two
properties since one is |larger than the
ot her one and swapped, then they would
provi de conpensation to the Forever
WIld Board if there's --

M5. MCCURDY: Yes. There are
two things: The | andowner prom ses and
has commtted to pay all the due
diligence costs to get this figured
out, and then we woul d receive either
equal or greater value in the acreage
that cones into the program as opposed
to the acreage that goes out of the
program

Ri ght now, we do think
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that it's a -- would be nore Forever
W | d acreage, but again, if anything is
different -- significantly different,
we'll cone back to the Board, but | do
not want the | andowner to begin

I ncurring these costs unless the Board
bel i eves they are supportive of this
and woul d be okay with staffing for
this. | don't want that expense to be
-- if we know on the front end, | don't
want that expense incurred.

MR. HARPER: |'ve got a
guestion: This says his best friend
was shot. WIIl we be covered on
limtation of liability, people hunting
on Forever WId?

M5. MCCURDY: | nean, we
have -- | can let our legal -- do you
want to address that Charlanna? Cone
to the m crophone.

M5. SKAGGS: So the Forever
WIld Land Trust as part of the State

has sovereign i nmmunity.
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We al so -- anybody that
hunts on the | and al so signs waivers
whenever they hunt the | ands.

In this instance -- are
you famliar with this particular case?

M5. WEBER: |'mnot famliar
with this particular case, but if we
open the | and up for public use, you
al so have recreational inmunity in
addition to the sovereign inmunity as
the State has reported.

So yes, we feel very
confortable that there would be --

M5. SKAGGS: A limtation of
liability on the state.

DR. NEUMANN. On that
incident, is there any litigation
pendi ng or anythi ng?

M5. SKAGGS: W aren't aware
of any.

M5. MCCURDY: Not that we're
aware of. And, of course, there are

differing accounts of the events on the
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property.

CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  |'s
there a notion on this one?

MR. JONES: M. Chairman?

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
M. Jones?

MR. JONES: | notion for the
Board to approve staff proceeding with
the efforts to grant the Gl bert Land
Swap request related to the A d Cahawba
Prairie Addition Tract as described in
the meno dated Novenber 2nd, 2023 on
the condition that G| bert pays for
costs of surveys and appraisals as to
both tracts and al so pays the val ue of
the interest to be transferred.

MR. CHI LDERS: Chil ders
second.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Seconded by M. Childers. Any other
di scussion on that? Yes, sir,
M. Parnell.

MR. PARNELL: | would
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encourage that as we do this that we
get a |l egal description of the creek
and not just, say, to the center of the
cr eek.
| deal with so many

parcel s of |and where creeks have noved
and it noves your property |line and
over tinme it becones a problem

M5. MCCURDY: Yes, sir. W
wi || have a survey perfornmed. Land
owners agree for any costs associ at ed
w th that.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Good
poi nt .

Al'l those in favor say
aye.
(Chorus of ayes.)

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Any

opposed?
(No response.)

CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  None

opposed. Mbtion carries.

On this next one,
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Ms. McCurdy, we're welcone to talk
about it but I just -- | would like
sone nore information on this next --
M5. MCCURDY: It's tab 5(k).
CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P: 5(k) is
t he Upper Wl f Bay Savanna and Marsh

Tract | and swap proposal.

I"'m-- 1'"d just like to
have sonme nore information. |'m not
sure this is in the best -- the way
It's proposed, | just have questions

whether that's in the best interest of
Forever Wl d program or not.

So before we spend a | ot
of time on it today, nmaybe we can bring
t hat back at the next neeting with
maybe sone additional information. |
don't want themto spend noney or us to
spend noney on sonet hing that |'m not
real confortable wth.

MR. HARPER: Do we need a
nmotion for confer?

CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P: | don't
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think we need a notion for anything

unl ess sonebody -- | don't want to

di scourage the Board if they want to
nove forward on it, but | would just --
| would rather be confortable about it
as the chairman before we really bring
It to you.

M5. MCCURDY: We'Ill just
gather -- we'll continue working with
the | andowner and get a little nore
I nformation and potential options on
that one with the | andowner.

Al right. So the next
itemis really not an item |It's just
to clarify for the Board. W nmay get a
simlar land swap request related to
the Big Canoe Creek. | know that |
have said in our packet that | thought
| woul d have sufficient information for
us to consider that, but | talked to
t he | andowner this week and he wanted
to postpone a little bit and have a

l[ittle bit nore conversation before he
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finalized his request. So we'll wait
until February on that one as well.

Al right. Comm ssioner,
If you'll give me a mnute, |'m going

to catch up on ny notes. Hang on one

second.

All right. | think the
next item-- we'll just keep going in
order -- is tab 5(m.

| f the Board nmenbers will
recall, at our |ast neeting, we

initiated in a discussion regarding
everyone's favorite --

Yes, I'msorry. it's in
the green folder, tab 5(m) It was in
the green fol der.

So anyway, at our | ast
neeting, you may recall we had
initiated sone di scussi on about, |
guess everybody's favorite topic being
feral swine, wld hogs, and the
struggle that | think everyone across

the state is having, private | andowner
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as well as our own acreage.

So the Board -- |
mentioned to the Board that | would
bring back sonme additional information
both on the nunber of hogs that have
been renoved fromthe properties and
then tal k about possibly what it would
take for what I would call an all-out
initiative across all of the Forever
WI!ld acreage to try to continue to
mtigate.

There's no ful
eradi cati on. That nethodol ogy for that
has really not been successfully
determ ned, but | first wanted to go
back a little bit.

And | ooki ng at nunbers
2019 -- that's fiscal years -- 2019
t hrough 2023, about 5800 hogs were
renoved from DCNR and Forever WId
properties.

Qbvi ously they discuss in

these -- I'll try to nmake these
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di stinctions but obviously if you're in
a WA or an SOA where there's not

adj acent acreage, you're going to have
hogs back and forth. So sonmetinmes it's
hard to get exact nunbers on those
tracts. W do know where we trap them
but as to where they cane from it's
not al ways cl ear.

But anyway, in that tine
frame, about 5800 hogs have been
renoved through staff efforts.

In addition, we have
hunters that report renoving the hogs
of f the public acreage, and that was an
addi ti onal 467 hogs.

If you will look at this
-- the maps that are attached to your
meno are the districts. There's no
magic to this. It was just a way to
give you a map, a little nore close-up
than a statew de nap that otherw se
there's no reason you have district

maps.
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But we have tried to give
you visually representation of tracts
that we have -- do have hog popul ati ons
that we have current active prograns
trying to mtigate and deal with those
t hrough trappi ng and ot her renoval
procedures, but you will see they are
col or-coded and they are divided
bet ween tracts, whether they are WA,
SOA, WIldlife Division nmanaged tracts
that include Forever WId acreage, and
then just the stand-al one, shall we
say, Forever WId tracts.

Then we've divided into
where we, again, do have nui sance
popul ati ons and those where at | east
historically to date hogs have not been
observed. (Qbviously that could change
on a daily basis.

But we provided that
I nformation just to try to give you a
vi sual of where we're seeing in certain

areas of the state -- hogs are going to
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be -- you have to think they exist
across all 67 counties, but there's
certain areas where it's worse, and the
| npacts are worse. |'m show ng you
visually where we are seeing greater

probl ens.

Moving forward, in talking

wi th Conm ssioner, we went to staff --
State Lands and wildlife staff --
again, they are managi ng WWMAs and SOAs
t hat include Forever WId acreage --
and said, What if you went full-out,
everything you needed -- not saying
noney i s not an object, but just tell
us everyt hi ng.

| did that, |ooked at the
tracts and what they m ght want to add,
what the costs are. Sone of these are
ongoi ng managenent costs. But al so,
| ooki ng at that potential we have not
used to date, which are contract
servi ces.

W did sort of a case
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study on both the Thigpen Tract, our

A d Cahawba Tract, being two very
different tracts, but Thi gpen
especially with the known hog issue
there and tried to get sone feedback on
what m ght be contractual costs of
havi ng a contractor provide nonitoring
the traps, drop the traps, nove the
hogs, handl e the hogs.

So the figures |'ve given
you include the canera systens, thernmal
shooti ng equi pnent, additional
equi prment, various supplies; again,
hard to target with what that woul d be.

But extrapol ating, from
talking wth the contractor, using --
addi ng that additional tool creates
about $900, 000.

What ever work we do -- |
have al ways used the analogy in ny
m nd, | think of how we continue about
cutting grass. You're not going to

eradicate it exactly. You can stay on
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top of it; you can mtigate it, but
you're going to have to attack it every
year. That's what we've been doi ng on
the basis of it, grass or hogs. This
Is -- we need a very intensive effort.
On that very broad
overview, Comm ssioner, |'ll throwit
back to you on how you want to proceed
W th questions or option discussions.
CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: At our
| ast neeting, as you'll recall, we did
have a | ot of discussion about this.
The question was what it would cost if
we were to do sone intensive work on
the Forever WIld properties to address
the feral swne. | said we would do
that and bring that back to the Board.
So this is an estimate on
essentially the first year -- first
year, what it would cost to do that on
the properties. It would be a
conmbi nati on of contractual work and

then sone on our staff wth the traps
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and the equi pnent.
Yes, sir, Dr. Sal oom

DR. SALOOM | have a
guestion. Has there been any
di scussion within the ranks of feeding
the poor with this neat, because what's
bei ng done, they're just being |let out
into the wild and reconstitute it back
into the soil.

M5. MCCURDY: No, they are not
rel eased alive, the ones that are
t rapped.

DR. SALOOM | under st and
t hat .

M5. MCCURDY: There are sone
consi derations on transporting the
hogs. | don't want to speak outside of
wildlife. There has been sone
utilization of the neat. There's not
sort of, like, a Hunters For the Hungry
SO to speak organi zed effort to date,
unl ess | am m ssing sonething. Let ne

turn to wildlife.
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Keith, do you want to
address? conme to the m crophone.

MR. GAULDIN: Sure. Sure.
Good norning. Keith Gauldin, Chief of
Wlidlife with division of Wldlife,
Freshwat er and Fi sheri es.

There are sone pl aces
where we do trap feral pigs, where we
do donate the pigs to needy famlies
and church organi zati ons but a | ot of
times we're doing the trapping
operations during 90-degree weat her
during the sumertine. |It's not
feasible to process those animals where
they are in an edible state |ater on.

DR. SALOOM | woul d encour age
further discussion about that to see
what can be done rather than wasted
neat, because there are a | ot of people
out there that needs food, and there
are organi zations that feed the hungry
as well as just individual famlies as

well. So | would encourage further
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di scussi on about that.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: W wi | |
talk about it interimy. Sone of our
properties we have wal k-in coolers in
sone of our wildlife managenent areas
where we can -- where that's pretty
accessible to do; other places not so
much. By the tinme you get them-- you
get them sonewhere, they wouldn't be --
there are safety concerns, but we --
those are the ones that we did where we

have cooling facilities. W wll talk

about that.
M. Parnell?
MR. PARNELL: [I'mall for
feeding the hungry. | would ask you,

pl ease do not |let that get in the way
of killing wld hogs.

There is not a program out
there that I'maware of that's working
to get wild animal neat to the public
at a reasonabl e process, costs the

expense, the hassle. Everything you

Page 105

877-373-3660

Veritext Legal Solutions

800.808.4958



© 00 N oo o b~ w N

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
W N P O © 0o N O N~ W N B O

can nane is just -- hurts the effort to
a point.

It's nore inportant to
eradi cate the hogs though than it is to
worry about where the neat goes. So
pl ease don't let this hurt this
di scussi on.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:

Dr. Howell?

DR, HOWELL: So first 1'd like
to say that you have to be careful of
the feral hog neat because a | ot of
feral swine carries NOCs. So sonetines
nmeat preparation is a serious issue to
keep from catchi ng those di seases.

And the other thing I was
wondering is if this control --
proposed control included the use of
drones, because sone of ny col |l eagues
went to the Al abanma Chapter of the
Wldlife neeting, and there was a
gentl eman there who presented using

drones to assist in the detection and
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eradi cation of feral swne. He got a
| ot nore success doing that that way.

| was wondering if that was sonethi ng
that y'all considered in your proposed
pl an for addressing that issue.

M5. MCCURDY: | nean, | don't
think -- we did not factor in for staff
use, but with that is an aspect of
contractor services that could be, you
know, part of the package presented by
a contractor. But we did not include
noney for staff usage of drones.

DR. HOWELL: Yes, because he
got significantly better results adding
drones into the nmanagenent plan because
access is the problemfor detection a
| ot of tines.

M5. MCCURDY: And that is one
reason we were | ooking at the
contractual for the flexibility of the
services that could be provided.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:

M. Hol | onway?
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MR HOLLOMAY: M. Chairman,
if we take on this additional funding
for the feral sw ne eradication, one
year is not going to do it. You have
to look at this as sort of an annual
type of allocation -- funding
al |l ocati on because one year that's --
you know, you're wasting tine.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: Agr eed.

That's -- we provided the figure we
feel like the first year this would be
the cost. It may be this; it may be

| ess in additional years, depending on
the success of the first year. That's
why | brought it to the Board.

| kind of wanted to get
your appetite as a Board on whet her we
shoul d spend noney out of the
stewardship fund to do this. Does it
rank hi gh enough in the hierarchy of
the things that you think are inportant
to do on our properties to spend

essentially $940,000 this year to do
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that? That's why | brought it to the
Board for that feedback for you.

M5. MCCURDY: It is uncertain
as we get going to know what that cost,
you know, exactly is, but that was our
I nformati on gat her ed.

MR. CHI LDERS: That's the
reason we've got the stewardship fund
is to maintain those properties.

Now, those feral hogs do a
| ot of damage. They not only run
around on the property. They can carry
di seases, not only on the federal I|and
and our land but on the farners' |and
and people that own |land next to it.

So if we're going to sit
here and be an incubator for wld hogs,
It's going to affect the nei ghbors.

Sol think it's a
profitable situation for us and our
duty to take care of that on our |and
and take it out of the fund, fifteen

percent fund to do that. It may be
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here for use, but that's our
responsibility.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:

M. Parnell?

MR. PARNELL: | would like to
make a notion that the staff have up to
one mllion dollars for this year to
use to eradicate wild hogs in the best
use of the noney possible. | don't
want themto just spend noney. | want
themto work on this nore than what
t hey' ve done as they devel oped this
program but up to a mllion dollars
for eradication of wild hogs on Forever
Wld | and.

MR. CHI LDERS: Second t hat
not i on.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Seconded by M. Chil ders.

So the notion is for
taking this information that we
provided, to spend up to a mllion

dollars out of the stewardship fund in
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Page

this fiscal year to do hog eradication
work on the Forever WId property.
Any nore di scussion?

M. Jones?

MR JONES: M. Chairman, |I'm
all for killing the wild hogs for sure,
but how are we going to evaluate the
effectiveness of this is where | --

M5. MCCURDY: |'mgoing to be
honest --

MR. JONES: Has this been a
good expenditure or not?

M5. MCCURDY: |I'Ill be very
frank: W' ve had staff discussion on
what is the netric. |'mgoing to be
very honest with y'all: 1 don't know
that | have an excellent netric.
There's no way to know how nmany we
have. There's no way to know if we're
pulling fromother properties. There
Is -- but I wll tell you every dead
hog is a good hog.

So we woul d just be
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Page 112

reporting back to the Board as to the
expendi tures and the nunbers. And we
don't have experience with the
contractor services. So | don't even
have a framework to say what we expect,
but their nunbers will be nunbers of

t he ones trapped.

Hopefully if you' re naking
progress -- you're not going to
eradicate -- if you' re nmaking progress,
your nunbers are going to go down, good
thing or a bad thing.

So |'"mopen to netric.
I"mjust telling you quite honestly,
from a managenent perspective, we're
doi ng the best we can. Every dead one
IS a good one.

| can't tell you that
have a nore sophisticated netric.

W' re going to have to nonitor costs
ver sus nunbers.
DR. NEUMANN. M. Chairman?
CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
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Dr. Neumann?

DR. NEUMANN: Are there any
ot her groups or other interests in,
| i ke, where we could maybe hel p
coordinate or get information from on
their prograns, anything |ike that?

M5. MCCURDY: AWF? |'m sorry.

DR. NEUMANN: Yeabh.

MS. MCCURDY: Sure.

CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P: | wi ||
say, you know, | think this is a good
exerci se to spend sonme noney to see how
that works on these properties and see
what success it woul d have.

Just as an informational
thing for the Board, as you go back to
the stewardship fund and the report --
| guess that's tab 2(b) -- the two and
a half mllion dollars which y'"all have
approved to spend out of the
stewardshi p fund, we have that --
that's approved through the budget for

the state annually.

Page 113

877-373-3660

Veritext Legal Solutions

800.808.4958



© 00 N oo o b~ w N

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
W N P O © 0o N O N~ W N B O

So whatever we spend, this

mllion dollars will come out of that
two and a half mllion. W can't add
to the two and a half mllion dollars.

Does that nake sense?
What | would like to do -- I'mfine
wth the notion. W wll probably cone
back in the February neeting and j ust
| et you know out of the two and a half
mllion dollars how we would all ocate
t hat anong sone ot her things that the
Board had al ready approved for sone
access work and ot her things.

M5. MCCURDY: We can -- we'll
provide that. It's going to be a work
in progress. | think it's going to be
an eval uation in progress.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:
Regar dl ess, we can start noving forward
wi th some work between now and then.
We don't have to wait until February,
but I will bring that back to you on

the fiscal side how we can nake that

Page 114

877-373-3660

Veritext Legal Solutions

800.808.4958



© 00 N oo o b~ w N

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
W N P O © O N O N~ W N B O

work with the objectives we've al ready
approved, with the recommendati ons.

Any ot her discussion in
that? Al those in favor, please raise
your hand.

M5. MCCURDY: [t's unani nous.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Thank
you.

M5. MCCURDY: All right. Just
a couple nore updates, | think maybe
one that | have.

I f you | ook in your
packet, tap 5(n). That woul d have been
in the green fol der al so.

| wanted to update the
Board. We did have docunmentation of an
endangered species filed with our
wildlife section related to Perdido
Ri ver WWA Forever WId Land Trust
Acreage and the Northern Long-eared
Bat .

This was, | think, the

first discovery that had been nmade in
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this area. So | wanted to attach to
the press rel ease that the Depart nent

I ssued on that. And the work covered
nore than Forever WIld acreage. It was
both in Mbile and Bal dwi n County that
was involved. That was a significant

di scovery.

And, Conmm ssioner, |
wanted to be sure you had that
information. |s there anything el se
you wanted to discuss on that?

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: No. |
just wanted to share to you about the
work y'all have been very supportive of
in the Perdido region to show that that
really is a very inportant work and
does have other benefits outside the
t hi ngs we've al ready discussed. So
that was relevant for you all. Thank
you.

M5. MCCURDY: Comm ssioner, |
think those are all of nmy m scel | aneous

Itens unl ess the Board or you have
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sonet hi ng el se.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: | do
not. | think we m ght have sone noving
on to the mnutes. | think there m ght

be sonme corrections.

M5. MCCURDY: Again, |'mgoing
to apol ogi ze to the Board, but after |
distributed the mnutes, | did note one
error. If you'll turnto tab 6, I
believe it's on pages 75 and 76, there
was a notation that M. Parnell was
speaking. It was actually M. Harper
t hat was speaki ng.

And so both those pages,
sinmple revision would be to repl ace
Parnell with Harper. | apol ogi ze about
that. It got out w thout nme catching
that on the front end.

CHAI RVMAN BLANKENSHI P:  So t he
-- so the changes to the mnutes are on
page 75 and 76 where it says
M. Parnell. Scratch that off and put
M . Harper?
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Are there any ot her
additions or corrections to the m nutes
fromthe August 3rd neeting at
Uni versity of South Al abama?

(No response.)

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Seei ng
none, do | have a notion we approve the
m nut es as anended?

MR. CHI LDERS: So nove.

CHAI RMAN BLANKENSHI P:  Move by
M. Childers. Any second?

DR. MCCLI NTOCK:  Second.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:

Seconded by Dr. McCintock. Al of us
in favor say aye.
(Chorus of ayes.)

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Any
opposed?

(No response.)

CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  None
opposed. The notion carries.

Qur next neeting will be

February the 1st. It will be held in

Page 118

877-373-3660

Veritext Legal Solutions

800.808.4958



© 00 N oo o b~ w N

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
W N P O © O N O N~ W N B O

the Montgonery area. It may be held at
the Troy University Mntgonery, but
we'l |l give you sone information closer
to time on that so -- that is a
surprise to the staff.

M5. MCCURDY: Hey, it sounds
good. | like it

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Based
on a conversation | had this past week.

MS. MCCURDY: | like it.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P:  Any
ot her business? Any other thing to
di scuss?

|s there a notion we

adj ourn?

MR. CHI LDERS: So nove.

CHAI RVAN BLANKENSHI P: Al
those in favor say aye.

(Chorus of ayes.)
CHAl RVAN BLANKENSHI P: W are

adj ourned. Thank you.

(The Forever WId Board Meeting
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ended at 12:23 p.m on Novenber
2023.)

2,
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF ALABANA
TALLADEGA COUNTY

|, Elaine Scott, Certified Court
Reporter and Notary Public in and for the
State of Al abama at Large, certify on
Thur sday, Novenber 2, 2023, that | reported
the proceedings in the matter of:
I N THE MATTER OF:
FOREVER W LD BOARD MEETI NG
Auburn University
School of Forestry & Wldlife
602 Duncan Drive
Auburn, Al abama 36832
On Thursday, Novenber 2, 2023 that
the foregoing 122 conputer-printed pages
contain a true and correct transcript of the
heari ng set out herein.
| further certify that | am neither
of relative, enployee, attorney or counsel of
any of the parties, nor aml a relative or

enpl oyee of such attorney or counsel, nor am|
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financially interested in the results thereof.
Al rates charged are usual and custonary.

| further certify that | amduly
| i censed by the Al abama Board of Court
Reporting as a Certified Court Reporter as
evi denced by the ACCR nunber follow ng ny nane
f ound bel ow.

This 2nd day of Novenber in the year
of our Lord, 2023.

El ai ne Scott, CCR
ACCR NO. 354 Exp. 9/30/24

Certified Court Reporter and

Notary Public

Conmmi ssi on expires 11/14/23

(C Copyright 2023, Veritext Court Reporting.
Al rights reserved. No portion of this
docunent may be reproduced wi thout witten

consent of Veritext Court Reporting.
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