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Board Meeting Held on May 7, 2026
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Transcri pt of proceedings held before the

Board Menbers of Al abana Forever

Wld, held

at Bishop State Community Col |l ege - Sout hwest

Canpus, Mobile, Al abama on May 7, 2026,

commencing at 10: 00 a. m

St enogr aphically Reported by
L. Al an Peacock, RDR, CRR, CCR
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APPEARANCES

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

MR. CHRI STOPHER M BLANKENSHI P, Conmm ssi oner,

Depart nent of Conservati on & Nat ural

Rl CK OATES
JAKE HARPER
CHARLI E MARTI N

THOVAS HARRI S
JOHN VALENTI NE

BRI AN KEENER
HEATHER HOWELL

ALSO PRESENT:

M5, PATTI McCURDY, Director,

A M "JAY" NEUVMANN, JR

JAMES "M CKEY" CHI LDERS

Resour ces

St ate Lands D vi si on,

Al abama Departnment of Conservation & Natural Resources

PUBLI C SPEAKERS:
ALYSSA PRATER
DAVE M LTON
STEVE NORTHCUTT
JONATHAN GOODE
DOUG MORRI SON
KAYLA BOYD
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PUBLI C SPEAKERS ( Cont i nued)

JERRY | NGRAM
WALTER ERNEST
SAM TATE
MATTHEW CAPPS
JESSLAN W LSON
Bl LL VH STON
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THE COWM SSI ONER:  Good nor ni ng,
everyone. |'d like to wel cone you to our
May Forever WIld Board Meeting. W still
have a couple Board nenbers that are working
their way here through the rain and traffic.
"Il give thema couple nore m nutes before
we go ahead and get started with the neeting.
As they cone in, I wll recognize their
attendance for the court reporter.

So at this tinme, | will call roll. If
you're here, please indicate your presence.

Chris Bl ankenship is here.

M. Childers is here.

MR. CHI LDERS:. Here.

THE COW SSI ONER: M. Har per ?

MR, HARPER  Here.

THE COMWM SSIONER: M. Harris?

MR HARRI'S: Here.

THE COMWM SSI ONER: Dr. Howel | ?

DR HOWELL: Here.

THE COW SSI ONER: Dr. Keener?

DR. KEENER  Here.

THE COMWM SSIONER:  Dr. Martin?

DR MARTIN: Here.

THE COW SSI ONER: Dr. Neumann?
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(No response.)
M. Cates?

MR, OATES: Here.
THE COWM SSI ONER:
(No
THE
(No
Dr. Val entine?
DR, VALENTI NE:
THE COWM SSI ONER:
(No
M. Mdintock?
(No
And M.
(No

response.)
COVMM SSI ONER:

response.)

response.)
response.)

Par nel | ?

response.)

here for the court

her e.

privil ege,

Her e.

We do have a quorum of ni ne.
two nore people to join us and,
indicate their arrival
reporter.

| do appreciate Bishop State Community
College for letting us neet at this facility

and Ms. Su-Sun lvey for allowing us to be

Just to take a nonent of personal

since we're waiting on a couple

Ms. Stanley?

M. Tuggl e?

M . Conl on?

We expect
li ke |I say,

when t hey get
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people to arrive, this is where | went to 4-
and 5-year-old kindergarten, right across the
street. And that was Central Baptist Church.
Back in the day it was a big church here in
Mobile. And the Dauphin |sland Parkway was
part of ny neck of the woods, and | went to
4- and 5-year-old kindergarten over there.

Mae Eanes M ddl e School was right behind
us here. And | went to school there one day
a week. They sent ne to Mae Eanes to a cl ass
over there. So it's nice to be back in the
ol d nei ghborhood. A Iot has changed in
50 years -- ne and the area.

But this used to be Carver State
Techni cal Col |l ege back in the day when they
did a ot of conmbining of the community
coll ege system Cbviously, this becane part
of Bishop State Community Col | ege, and they
put sonme noney in this facility and it really
turned it into a nice place.

And | appreciate very nuch them all ow ng
us to neet here at their facility. The
community coll ege system continues to be a
good friend of the Forever Wld Board. W

have had nultiple neetings at their
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facilities over the last eight or nine years,
and t hey' ve al ways been very graci ous and
very nice places to neet.

| would like to indicate that
Dr. Neumann has braved the weat her and has
made it here. So that nakes our tenth person
her e today.

Also, | would Iike to note the passing
of M. George Barber, who was one of our
Forever Wl d Board nenbers for a long tine.
He passed away recently, and | just wanted to
mar k his passing and appreciate his service
to the Board and his tine when he was here.

So wth that, any ot her announcenents?
Anything else | need to cover, Patti?

No? We're good?

Well, it's good to be here this norning.
W will start our public comrent period. As
a rem nder, when | call your nane, step to
the m crophone. You'll have three mnutes to
speak.

When you cone up, give ne just a second
so | can tell the Board what piece of
property or what nom nation that you're

wanting to speak on so they can find it in
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their books and -- so they see can be
prepared and understand exactly what you're
tal ki ng about and look at it up here.

Qur first speaker is going to be Alyssa
Prater on Forks of the River. That's Tab 4b,
page 19, Mobile-Tensaw Delta, Forks of the
Ri ver.

Go ahead.

M5. PRATER Good norning. M nane is
Alyssa Prater. | work with the Nature --

M5. McCURDY: Can you pl ease speak up?

M5. PRATER This is a 62-acre tract not
too far fromhere in Baldw n County. It's
surrounded on the northeast and south by the
Mobi | e- Tensaw Ri ver Delta W1 dlife Managenent
Area and bordered on its west by the Al abama
River. This tract is currently only
accessi bl e by water.

The TNC first acquired property in this
area back in 2024. That was about
8,000 acres north of this tract that had been
owned by Mobile River Sawm || D vision.

Last year that property was naned the
E.O WIlson Land Between the Rivers Preserve.

Al so | ast year, Cooper Marine and Ti nberl and
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reached out to us about the opportunity to
acquire three tracts nearby, including Forks
Preserve. As they boasted sone beauti ful
forested wetl ands that Cooper wanted to keep
I n conservation, so they offered us the
opportunity to acquire the tracts before they
ever got put on the market.

O the three, we ultimately decided to
acquire two of the tracts offered. One we
called the OGsprey Tract. |It's about 1700
acres, and it's adjacent to the tracts we
acquired in 2024. And we bought it to add it
to the overall preserve.

At the sane tine, we saw that the
62-acre River Tract was an inholding in state
| ands, so we acquired it in the hopes that
Forever WIld would be able to add it to the
surroundi ng (i naudi bl e).

By acquiring this tract, Forever WIld
will gain a half-mle of river frontage to
consol i date the ownership and managenent of
the protected area.

In terns of conservation values, this
area is unparalleled. This property is

| ocated in the upper Mbile-Tensaw Delta in
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the area just about the confluence of the
Al abama and Tonbi gbee R vers.

The Mbbil e-Tensaw Delta i s anpbng
Anerica's nost significant wetland conpl exes
and serves as a critical connector for
bi odi versity, serving its resident wildlife
as well as the hundreds of species that
m grate here each year.

Protecting the course of the R ver Tract
contributes to the work being done to create
an effort of protecting conservation
t hroughout the Delta. This tract has been
scored, and we're requesting the Board for
the first approval.

Thank you for the tine. |'m happy to
answer any questions you nay have.

THE COWMWM SSI ONER:  Any questions?

Al right. Thank you.

The next speaker is M. Dave MIton, on
the Doss Mountain Tract at 4b, page 9.

M5. McCURDY: There's a handout fromthe
speaker on that. Conm ssioner, give us just
a second. W're going to try to turn up the
m crophone if we can. And the thing about

the m crophone being so low, | wll tell

2 ESQUIRE

800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o B~ W DN PP

N DD D N NDMNDN P P P PP PP PP
a b~ W N B O © 0 N OO O W N B O

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS May 07, 2026

FOREVER WILD BOARD MEETING

11

y'all, it is finally perfect for ne. But
that's really all that matters.

So give us just one second.

Al right. | hope this helps. W are
fancy here at the State Lands D vi sion.

THE COW SSI ONER: Go ahead whenever
you' re ready.

MR MLTON:. M nane is Dave MIton with
Sout heastern Land G oup. And I'mgoing to be
reading a status on 7100 acres in Tall apoosa
County called the Doss Muuntain Tract. It
was a part of the old CGeneral Pearson
Plantation for those that are famliar with
t he area.

|"mgoing to read a quick statenent.
Chris Qberhol ster from Sout heastern
Grasslands Institute has been preparing for
this neeting and wanted to be here. Many of
y'all know his wife is battling shingles and
he couldn't nake it today, so I'mgoing to
read a brief statenment fromhim if that's
okay with the Board.

This is fromChris. He would like to
share a few comments on behalf of the

Sout heastern Grasslands Institute. He hoped
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to be here today.

SG is an organization dedicated to
serving and restoring grassland over the west
and the south. Wth perm ssion, the
| andowner, Chris and other biologists visited
Doss Mountain in recent weeks. He found
there were extensive canebrakes of giant cane
on the streanside areas. The top of Doss
Mount ai n has a remant Rocky Pi ednont
Whodl and area with | ongl eaf pine, shortl eaf
pi ne, bl ackjack oak with unusual mafic
geol ogy.

Thi s area has extensive stands of native
grasses, including Indiangrass, Sw tchgrass,
Little Bluestem potentially harboring rare
animal s and pl ants, extensive | ow volunme pine
pl antations in upland areas with relatively
mat ure grass and understories and they have a
hi gh potential for restoration of |ongleaf
pi ne and shortl eaf pine woodl ands; savannas
associated with wildlife with harvesting or
thi nning of the tree canopy and the
rei ntroduction of regular prescribed fire.

For these reasons and the general

scarcity of public conservation |ands in East
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Central Al abama and Auburn, Lake Martin
areas, SA supports acquisition of the Doss
Mountai n Tract.

That's his comment.

And | will be quick because |I don't have
much time, so I'll give you ny coments now.

You wi Il see on the back -- this is just
a recent aerial. It's alittle hard to see
the cut areas. This is just froma couple
weeks ago. |'ll give you a tinber breakdown,
substantial saw tinber assets, 3900 acres of
mai n nmerchantabl e tinber, about 1700 acres
have been cl earcut and have been -- they're
putting back in the young tinber right now.
Sonme has been burned, so they're working on
t hat .

There's 1450 acres of ol der natural
ti mber stands. Al ong many creeks and
branches, SMZ stands and bottom and ti nber
primarily, and then 50 or so acres of the
hi gher el evations of Doss Mountain are
naturally forested. And |ongleaf pine and
ot her hardwood species, |ike you m ght see in
the Tall adega National Forest but this is
ri ght on Tall apoosa- Chanbers County line. It
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| ooks like you took a little nountain in the
Tal | adega National Forest and dropped it in
where it doesn't belong. So it's a pretty
uni que area there.

My |ast coment is, if you will notice
on your map, the eastern entrance is just
north of the town of Canp HIl. \What's neat
about the property is there once were a | ot
of county roads on this property. [It's all
been gated up.

This has been in institutional hol dings
for a couple generations now It's a
significant -- all the county roads are in
good shape throughout the property, over
20 mles of good roads. It would make good
trails. And then another 20 mles of |esser
roads, which would be nore |ike buggy trails
the hunting club uses. It would be ideal for
mount ai n bi ki ng, horses, hikers, nultiuse
property, hunting, so forth.

You' ve got a western entrance just north
of Dadeville off Booger Holl ow Road, for
those famliar with that area, and then the
eastern entrance is just north of Canp Hill

of f of the Doss Mountain Road. WIldlife and
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ti nber has been well managed for a couple of
generations now.

This woul d be good for constructing Canp
H 1l area. I1t's a depressed area
economcally. It's only 20 mles from
Auburn, Opelika, 10 mles from Lake Martin.
And we have shortage of these types of
properties in the area. |If you go to
Chewacl a State Park on weekends and see all
of the kids on the nountain bikes, you wl|l
see several of them

That's all |'ve got.

THE COW SSI ONER: Thank you.

Any questions?

MR. HARPER It's closer to 7100 acres
than 7,000. Qur panphlet has 7, 000.

MR MLTON. 7100, yes, sir. I'msorry.
Again, that's an estimate. But that's what
the county has.

And it al so borders significant Auburn
Uni versity research property.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Steve Northcutt on
the Inl and Lake North Tract, Inland Lake
North Tract, Tab 3b, page 8. And that's also
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in your green folder. There was an update on
the eval uation on that.

Al right, sir.

MR, NORTHCUTT: Good norning. | am
Steve Northcutt. |I'mhere to discuss the
| nl and Lake North property. It's 3,862
acres. This property is |ocated about
40 mles north of downtown Birm ngham So
it's a great central |ocation for a |arge
popul ation center to use this property for
recreation.

There's very few public hunting areas
around this site, and it's a nice forested
property. But what is really unique about
this is its connectivity to the property
that's owned by the Central Al abama Water
District. It used to be the Birm ngham Wat er
Wor ks.

And I nland Lake was established in 1939
by damm ng up the Bl ackburn Fork. And so
it's a very |large, deep, clean |ake. The
average depth is 77 feet. R ght now there's
recreational boating and skiing. So you have
t he conponent of the |ake, but the nost

i nportant thing, | guess, about I|nland Lake
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is that it is the |argest water source for
the Central Al abama Water District. And so
it plays a crucial role in providing drinking
water to the netro area. It serves five
counties and approximately 770,000 peopl e.

So this property has the unique
attri butes of protecting the watershed and
the drinking source. The way a | ot of these
areas that have drinking water sources, they
try to protect the surrounding areas. The
Water District owns about 2200 acres. And
they try to buy every | ot surrounding the
| ake so that it doesn't have pol |l ution.

They have to spend a | ot nore noney to
treat the water when you have pol |l utants.
And so having this forested recreational
tract surrounding the water intake system
woul d be a crucial conponent for them and the
citizens of Birm ngham

So | was speaking recently with John
Mat son, who is the public relations nmanager
for the Central Al abama Water District, and
he was extrenely hopeful that this project
could go forward. | think to wite a letter

of support, if that woul d hel p.
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But this is a property that | think you
can get two for one. You would get drinking
wat er protection; you would have great
recreational opportunities for citizens. And
one thing that | think is extrenely inportant
iIs WIdlife and Freshwater Fisheries are
willing to put in 20 percent of the purchase
price using the Pittman-Robertson Fund. So
It reduces your overall cost in the property.
And we think it would be a wonderful
opportunity to nove forward. | would hope
t oday, since you have the first appraisal,
you woul d consi der a second and cl ose.

Any questions?

THE COWMWM SSI ONER:  Thank you, Steve.

The next speaker is Jonathan Goode on
the Little River - East Fork Addition,

Tab 3b, page 9.

MR, GOODE: Commi ssioner and nenbers,
good norning. M nane is Jonathan Goode. |
am here to speak on behalf of the Little
Ri ver - East Fork Addition to ask you to take
the next step in acquiring this property.

This is truly one of the npbst uni que and

beautiful properties that | have had the
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pl easure of visiting in Alabama. |t has

al nrost two mles of river frontage on the
Little River. It connects to the Little

Ri ver National Preserve. So this would be a
great way to continue to protect the Little
Ri ver corridor.

You recently had a first appraisal done
on this, and I ask you to nove forward with
the second appraisal and acquiring the
property.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Any questions?

(No response.)

Thank you.

The next speaker is Doug Morrison on the
Bi g Canoe Creek Nature Reserve Bettis
property, 4b, page 3.

Hang on a second, Doug, let himget that
al | handed out.

Al right, sir, go ahead.

MR, MORRISON: |'m Doug Morrison. |
work for the City of Springville, managing
the Big Canoe Creek Nature Preserve. |I'm
here to speak on the position hopefully of
the first appraisal on the property on the

sout hern border, which is 72.5 acres.
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We're hoping to add that to the preserve
one day. There's a lot of reading probably
in the handout that | gave you. You can
probably take that back with you.

But this property, we've got in 2018 --
well, | didn't get on until 2024, so that was
two years ago. It's been well received in
the community. W' ve done a |ot of things
wth that. | have an education coordi nator
hired with the City to do field trips on.

We just acquired a grant from ADECA for
the preserve and we received sone funds from
State and federal agencies. And
additionally, we have a | ease agreenent --
|"'mon the Board with the Big Canoe Creek
Preserve Park, which is a 501(c)(3), to help
support the preserve with sone of the
educational things we're doing as a
partnership with 501(c) (3).

W have a -- we |ease 1921 A d Rock
School with BCC Preserve Partners Leasing
pertaining to the nature center. W have
applied for grants to do that. This could be
an extension of the preserve is our hope for

further educati onal conservati on.
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So the property's 72 and a half acres on
the southern border of the nature preserve.
We have plans to add that to the preserve.
It's beautiful property.

Do you have any questions?

THE COWMWM SSI ONER: Thank you, sir.

The next speaker is Kayla Boyd.

M5. McCURDY: | was just going to
clarify for the Board, in our nam ng and what
you'll wll see in the packet, it's Big Canoe
Creek - South Addition. It doesn't matter.
It's just for the record and the court
reporter, that is the tract we were just
covering. Thanks.

THE COW SSIONER: Al right. Again,
we're just going to talk about the Oyster
restoration fromthe adjacent Forever WIld
property down in Heron Bay. There's not a
tab in your books. It's just an update. And
we get to hear fromyou twce, two days in a
r OW.

M5. BOYD: | know. So exciting.

| very nuch appreciate the opportunity
to speak this norning. As Conm ssi oner

Bl ankenshi p said, ny nane is Dr. Kayla Boyd.
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|'"'mthe Oyster Project Manager at Mobile
Baykeeper. And |'mhere today to give a

proj ect update in regards to Heron Bay Oyster
Restoration Project, acquisition 220 and 119,
Her on Bay, Al abanma.

We noved to inplenentation phase of our
proj ect, and we engaged over 25 volunteers
over the last nonth and had over 200 sacks of
cured oyster shells. And just to give you
sonme context on how nuch that is, it's about
20 cubic yards of shell or 15,000 pounds of
shel | .

W' ve planted 10-cubic yard of that
shell across 12 out of 28 plant plots
protecting approxinmately 1,120 feet of tidal
mar sh using small volunteer vessels. And
there's photos of the plantings on the back
of the page, along with the planting project
goals fromnow until 2030.

Qur vol unteers have enjoyed the coastal
mar shes. Sone of themfor the first tine.
And | ast week, we saw a six-foot gator. W
are incredibly grateful to do this work, and
| wll continue to provide updates on

progress and tracking when we start to see
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oyster recurring on those new reefs.

Thank you for the opportunity to give
t hi s update.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Any questions?

(No response.)

Thank you.

The next speaker is M. Jerry |Ingramon
t he Cooper Branch, Tab 3b, page 4.

Good nor ni ng.

MR. | NGRAM  Good norning, Commi ssioner,
and good norning, Board nenbers. [|'mJerry
Joe Ingram |I'ma |land broker with Nati onal
Land Realty, and |I'm here representing today
on behalf of the owner of the Cooper Branch
Tract in Shel by County.

This property has had the first
apprai sal done, and we're here seeking to get
a second appraisal onit. | did bring a few
props with ne. |'mgoing to nove this over a
little closer just to kind of --

Can everybody see this?

THE COM SSIONER:  Tal k really | oud
while you're there so that he can hear you.

MR. INGCRAM This is the 900-acre
parcel. And the only outholding init is
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about a 5-acre parcel that belongs to Shel by
County. They have a big water tank up there.
So they do have an easenent comng in here
and check -- they actually maintain that road
and keep it in really good shape. There is
county road access off of Di ckerson Road,
Rolling HIls Drive, and then, of course, up
here on County Road 36.

One of the problens we ran into on this
property is there's a really, really nice
cabin up on this big hill, on this big rock
outcropping. And | know with Forever WId,
y'all don't like to take ownership of
anyt hing that has inprovenents that you have
to mai ntain.

So that property does -- and you w |
hear fromJesslan in a little bit from Shel by
County. That pronpted us to work a deal with
Shel by County.

And this is where the cabin is right
here. So they said we'll buy this outparcel
with the cabin. And they wanted to buy this
pi ece right here, which is about 62 acres.
And | think Patti kind of ran it up the

flagpole with her crew And it seened to be
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sonet hing that would work for everybody.

So in this purchase, Shel by County woul d
buy this piece and take out the house with
the inprovenent. And then they -- the future
plan also is to put a trail head and parking
area there that they would pay for out of
their own noney, bathroomfacility, and then
they would fully work and develop the trails
of f of the nmountain biking on the rest of the
property and maintain themat their expense.

This map right here -- this in red right
here is the Cooper Branch Tract. This little
purple piece right here is what Shel by County
woul d purchase. This right here is Qak
Mount ain State ParKk.

Since we've been working on this, QGak
Mountain State Park -- and | think Jesslan
will comment on this in a mnute. They're
al rost done with this. This is a new
trail head area, that little yell ow dot right
there, that Shelby County is building on the
Cak Mount ai n parcel.

And it really, by the way the crow
flies, it's about a quarter mle -- it's

really about half a mle by bike to get to
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this tract. So it essentially connects the
two tracts together is what it does.

And this -- the owner's son was a big
mount ai n bi ke guy. | just brought this to
illustrate. H's son GPS' d all of the biking
trails, himand his friends did. These are
primtive biking trails. They're not to the
standard that you would see in Qak Muntain
State Park. But there's over 20 m | es of
these, so it does show you that the property
I's pretty conducive for nountain bike
devel opnent.

And then to kind of finish things up,
these are sone really -- sone kind of bullet
points on the thing that | think are
i nportant. That Shel by County has agreed to
purchase the 62 acres that has the house on
it. So that takes that out of the
mai nt enance part for Forever WIld to do.

Cak Mountain State Park is finishing up
on the construction of the new trail head on
the old nountain property that basically gets
thema quarter to a half a mle away, so it
really connects the two.

| did include these pictures of the
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cabin. This thing is really nice. And
Shel by County has sone big plans on how to
i npl enment this into the park and use it for
kind of -- you know, extra activities and
that type of thing.

| nnovat e Al abama with Abe Harper and
that group, they did a pretty extensive
survey | ooking at what people are | ooking for
in Alabama. And one thing they realized with
young professionals is that outdoor
recreation was really inportant. So | know
they nade that investnent there with y'all.
| think you were -- | saw a picture of you at
the ribbon cutting where they're going after
this international nmountain bike "silver"
designation. |IMBA Silver is what it's called
for short. It will literally bring mllions
of dollars into the state in tourism

And then, you know, another big deal in
this is you' re going to | everage Shel by
County's assets to hel p develop this thing,
you know, and all of that. So that's using
their noney. And then, you know, the big
thing at the end of the day, you're

mai nt ai ni ng, saving the ecosystem
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| know Dr. Howell has been out there.
It's a 100-year-ol d-pl us Appal achian forest.
But it's also going to be real economc
devel opnent for the State of Al abama.

And then, lastly, the owner of the
property is willing to discount the price
10 percent, you know, in the purchase price
of it. He would be willing to do that if
this deal goes through.

So any questions or anything like that?

THE COW SSI ONER:  Any questions?

(No response.)

Thank you for being here. And | wll
say this. | think it's maybe the first tine
|'ve ever seen you in a suit, and that's a
very sharp suit.

MR INGRAM MW wife dressed ne.

THE COW SSI ONER: Ni ce sunmer
seersucker suit.

The next speaker is Walter Ernest. He
wi |l speak on the Hells Swanp Creek, Tab 4b,
page 13.

MR. ERNEST: This is a 219-acre parcel.
It's owned by M. Bill Wiston, he's here

today. W hold the conservation easenent on
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it, but it has two honesites so it could be
devel oped. It has two honesites.

It's a black bear habitat. At one tine
It was known as G ound Hells Swanp property.
At one tine it was 3900 acres many, nmany
years ago. The upl ands have been devel oped
around it and are continued to be devel oped.
But the black bear are still comng to this
parcel. And there's been a great deal of
research done by the Al abama Bl ack Bear
Al'l i ance, Auburn University, about the
m gration.

The bl ack bear mgrate fromEglin Ar
Force Base to Meridian, M ssissippi. And
they' re known to have their cubs in this
area. As a matter of fact, there was one
that was just tracked on this site and the
adj acent property.

It's surrounded -- this property has a
wetl and mtigation bank that adjoins it that
m ght could be acquired at a |ater date. And
It al so has anot her parcel that we hold the
easenent on that adjoins the mtigation bank.

It's really interesting about the

Flori da bl ack bear population. |[If Chris
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oer hol ster was here, I'd get himup here
because he knows a | ot about that over the
years and renenbers when they did all of that
resear ch.

They continue to cone to this area. And
If you talk to anybody in the Cel este Road
area in Saraland, they will tell you about
that. And they're losing habitat. The town
Is very interested -- one of the council
nmenbers was going to cone here today. |
think the inclement weather may have kept him
away, Chris Jessee. And he has taken
nunmer ous phot ographs of the black bear, al ong
wi th Fontai ne Howard. You may have seen sone
of those in her book.

But 1'd ask you to consider acquiring
this tract for conservation. This is one of
the fastest-growing areas in Mbile County.
| f you travel on Celeste Road, you will see,
and where you see all of the devel opnent is
what was part of this tract at one tine, when
It was a 3900-acre Crane Brown Foundati on
parcel .

It would be great for recreation as well

because it's close in proximty to the

2 ESQUIRE

800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o B~ W DN PP

N DD D N NDMNDN P P P PP PP PP
a b~ W N B O © 0 N OO O W N B O

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS
FOREVER WILD BOARD MEETING

May 07, 2026

31

interstate. And | know the Cty of Saral and
has expressed support for the conservation of
the parcel. And like | said, the | andowner
Is here if you have any questions for the

| andowner or if you have any questions for
me.

THE COMW SSIONER:  Remind ne -- say one
nore tinme what is the area in the orange?
What is that?

MR. ERNEST: That is a wetland
mtigation bank, and it's right at close to
700 acres. | think it's 689 acres, if I'm
not m st aken.

And the red woul d be the conservation
easenent. The green i s another easenent we
hold. And then there's a parcel that the
Al abama Forest Land Trust that owns that |
put on there just to show conserved | and.

And then MAWSS has sone property nearby
for the water. It would be the upper part of
this map. | didn't show the MAWSS parcel.

You' ve probably been out there, Chris.
It was | oaded with -- before they cut through
when they tinbered it years ago. And you

couldn't go in there, and that's part of the
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reason it's called Hells Swanp because it's
so thick. Only the bears went in there. And
anybody with conservation, ADCNR, fromthis
area knows about this site |I'm sure.

DR. VALENTI NE: Walter, is there any
form of conprehensi ve managenent plan that
ties together all of these various
| andhol ders into a plan that could benefit
the bears? | nean, right now it sounds I|ike
there's a postage stanp here and postage
stanp there.

MR. ERNEST: Years ago there was. As a
matter of fact, a |arger tract was nom nat ed
to Forever Wld in 2004. And the idea was to
have a corridor that went fromthe Perdido
Ri ver property that the State owns all the
way through the Delta, through the State
property, through the Bayou Sara property,
which at that tine was owned by private
owners to this parcel. That's always been a
Vi si on.

The Nature Conservancy m ght have sone
information on that fromyears ago, Steve.
You renenber those days when we were talking

about a corridor? It would have been the
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early 2000s. But that's the only thing | can
recall froma managenent standpoint.

DR. VALENTINE: It seens like it would
be useful to have that tied together so you
don't have to manage the bears and keep the
nei ghbors happy at the sane tine.

MR, ERNEST: It would. And it would
probably -- easily a nmap could be done to
conserve property fromthe Perdido River all
the way through the Mobile-Tensaw Delta to
Bayou Sara here that you could kind of see
the corridor.

And those bears have been docunent ed.
|"'mnot making this up. It's interesting to
read about how they travel fromEglin to here
to Meridian and then back. It's -- | never
knew t hey noved that far.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Species do a | ot of

stuff looking for a mate. A |ong way.

MR. ERNEST: They do. | would like to
ask you to consider this tract. If it's not
on the short list -- I1'd love to see it on

the short list and eventually apprai sed and
acqui red for conservati on.

Like | say, the yellow tract, the
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mtigation bank could eventually either be
purchased or donated. That woul d take a
conversation with the mtigation bank hol der.
| m not sure where they stand on the sal e of
their credits, but they ought to be getting
close. It's been banking a while.

THE COW SSI ONER: Thank you.

The next speaker Sam Tate on the Lake
Lurl een Expansi on, 4b, page 15. 4b, page 15.

MR, TATE: M nane is Sam Tate, Sel nma,
Al abama. Now I live in Auburn, Alabama. |[|'m
a registered forester and a | and agent at
TrueSouth Properties. Thank y'all for
letting me hand that out. I'malittle late
to this. But |I amhere on behalf of ny
client,

W have two tracts. If you'll |ook at
the map | handed out, one of which is
directly adjacent to the west of Lake Lurl een
I n Tuscal oosa, Al abama. These tracts conbi ne
for 282, give or take, acres.

We were hoping that this m ght provide
val ue for trail expansion, watershed
protection, tinber managenent comng in from

t he west side. | don't think there is a west
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access to Lake Lurleen hunting and wldlife,
of course. And then, of course, you're only
9 mles from Tuscal oosa, 14 mles fromthe
Uni versity of Al abamma.

So there is a problem W only have
prescriptive easenents into the tract that we
own on the map. You'll see the one that is
directly to the west, there's been | o0gging
activity that is accessed through there
before, but there is a 20-foot sliver of |and
bet ween us and the public road. So we were
going to propose that you guys work hand in
hand with the Mental Health Board about
getting access because they actually --
they're in the yellow on that map, if you
coul d get an access road through them and
t hat woul d open up the opportunity to begin
accessing the west side of Lake Lurl een.

Lake Lurleen is in the blue. That's the
blue. W are the red. Mental Health is the
yel low. Does that help? Sorry if | confused
y'all. You can see it on the big map on the
back.

We think this would be a good

opportunity. If this one were to work, it
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could be a domno effect. W have nore | and
hol dings to the west and could build a
corridor to the Sipsey R ver conplex creating
gquite a vast green space just 9 mles from
Tuscal oosa.

That's all I've got unless you' ve got
any questions.

THE COW SSI ONER: Any questions?

(No response.)

Thank you, sir.

MR. TATE: Thank y'all.

THE COW SSI ONER: The next speaker is
M. Matthew Capps, our State Parks director.
He would like to say a word about Lake
Lurl een.

MR, CAPPS: (Good afternoon. Thank y'all
so nmuch for having ne.

| just wanted to give y'all a quick
updat e about Lake Lurleen State Park.
Recently we have had a bond initiative that
allowed us to have $80 mllion to invest in
our State Park system O that, we invested
$18 mllion of that to Lake Lurleen State
Par k.

Sone of the inprovenents that we did
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were renovating 67 canp sites for people to
hook up. W have W-Fi at the park now. W
did seven new pavilions for the day use area,
new accessi bl e pl ayground, ni ne new
restroons. The drinking water and wastewat er
projects, that was through ADEM W fully
renovated all of our utilities there on that
front. And we've also been able to resurface
the entire park. So that's another grant

we' ve had with ADEM and had recycl ed rubber
asphal t.

So | just wanted to really briefly just
show y'all what the investnents that we have
done into the State park as it relates to the
property that we were just tal king about. It
iIs a large chunk of property to our west, and
that does help us get access to the west side
of our property.

And we do envision that we could have
enhanced trails. It could be a hunting
opportunity program And it also allows us
to try to get into our side of -- the west
side of Lake Lurleen State Park to help do
sone tinber managenent and enhance our

property fromthat area.
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So | just wanted to give y'all a quick
update as to where we are on the State park.
| know that we're in favor of it, and I'm
happy to answer any questions.

MR, CHI LDERS: Back to the nom nati on.
| s there any public access to those two
parcel s?

MR. CAPPS: So yes and no. You could
access the park if you go through the park on
our trails, or you could go through the | ake
using a boat to get to that side of the
property. And then | believe you were
mentioning that there is a dirt road to get
toit, but it's not necessarily --

THE COM SSIONER:  It's prescriptive.
It's not deeded.

M5. McCURDY: The westnost parcel is a
prescriptive, nmeaning by use. They have been
using the strip that connects to public
roads, but it is not currently deeded; so it
woul d not be deeded access to the
west er nnost .

The parcel that is imedi ately adjacent
to the park would sinply be an addition to

the park where we would add trails anyway.
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It's not in your public access, but it would
allow the State parks to expand the trails.
And they're a division of our departnent, the
Depart nment of Conservati on.

THE COW SSIONER:  So the answer is "no"
to ny question?

M5. McCURDY: To the westnost, there's
not i medi ate access to a public road, and
that is referenced in your Tab 4 property
description that there is not public access
t here.

THE COW SSIONER: I n your green folder,
there was a news rel ease that was sent out
when we did the ribbon cutting at Lake
Lurl een about three weeks ago.

Mat t hew descri bed the work, but it
totally renovated that entire market as one
of our l|arger bond projects. |'mextrenely
proud of the park. Whether you're interested
in this nomnation or not, | hope you wl|l
take tinme to go to Lake Lurleen State Park
next tinme you' re in Tuscal oosa because it has
been redone first class, and you will be very
proud of what the park has to offer.

The day we did the ribbon cutting, the
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beach was full, the playground was full, kids
were everywhere. And sonebody asked ne how
do we get all of these kids here, | said we

j ust opened the gate.

And this is all organic, people are
comng to enjoy the park. It wasn't people
we brought in. It was great to have the park
open and everybody was so happy to be back up
t here.

| do have to apol ogi ze that Jerry Joe
| ngram and | served -- both are Rotarians.
And | was so shocked by seeing himin a suit
that it totally threw ne off and | forgot the
next speaker on the Cooper Branch Tract and
that's Jesslan WI son.

So | apol ogi ze for skipping over you.

So Jessian is going to speak on the Cooper
Branch Tract, the same one that Jerry just
spoke about, Tab 3b, page 4.

And | apol ogi ze again for skipping you.

M5. JESSLAN WLSON:. No worries at all.
Good to see you too.

Good norning. |If | haven't had the
pl easure of neeting you, ny nane is Jesslan

Wl son, and | have the privilege of serving
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as the deputy county manager for Shel by
County. And I'mhere to just reiterate the
County Conmi ssion's support and w | lingness
to partner with Forever Wld on this project.
W're going to do that in two conponents.
Jerry touched on the first, the 62 acres

whi ch woul d bring the Board' s request for
purchase down to 838 acres. And the second
piece is to maintain the park and the trails
for the |ongevity of the park.

Sonet hing el se Jerry tal ked about was
the park access and pavilion. So one thing
that we plan on doing is creating a parking
ot as well as restroomanenities and
pavilion for the park entrance, very simlar
to how we partnered with Cak Mountain State
Par k, which he referenced, at their Bel cher
property.

The second thing is he referenced the
cabin there. And our |ong-term plan would be
to create that and develop that into a
caretaker's house to have a presence at the
property at all tines if there's any
mai nt enance needs or anything |like that.

But we're really excited about the
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throw Walter's map back up here real quick.
Just a couple of quick points, just to
reinforce a little bit about what Walter
said. | bought this piece of property a
whil e back with the intent of putting a house
there. It can be divided twice into two
tracts. Each can have honesites, an acre,
and it can have outbuil di ngs and barns and
these sorts of things.
And nmy intentions for it changed.
have other properties in other places. This
pi ece, you know, | kind of fell in love with

it as | worked on it. The nunber of bears --

it's a funnel between [-65 -- it's not really
shown on the map, but there's I-65. It's
just a couple of mnutes -- literally Ilike
three mnutes -- off of the Cel este Road
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potential of this project, and we're very,
very happy and excited to partner with
Forever WIld. And I'd | ove to answer any
ot her questions that you have.
THE COW SSI ONER: Thank you.
The | ast speaker is Bill Wiston on the
Hel s Swanp Tract in Saral and.
MR. VWHI STON: Thank you. I'Ill just
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exit.

And Cel este Road is here. \What happens
is those folks funnel down. And ny property
Is just a collection area for these bears.
Walter didn't nmention it, but that's a photo
of a couple of the cubs wth ne.

And this has happened nmultiple tines.
They den -- the sows den up. They den on ny
property. So Auburn has been in there. And
they' ve trapped them they've collared them
they do all of the research with these.

There's been a couple of different
wildlife biologists from Auburn that are just
al most living on the property with trailers
and traps and so forth. But it just occurred
tonme. | could sell it. | nmean, | could put
it on the market and sell it with no problem

But the unique nature of this property,
to be that close to the interstate, to be
t hat surrounded by devel opnent all around it,
to have -- it's an interior gravel road
network. It has two paved entrances. And it
just seens to ne like there would be -- |
don't know if you guys ever want to have |ike

an environnental study center or a visitor's
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center, but sonebody could literally get off

of 1-65 in five mnutes beyond this, |ooking

at deer, | ooking at turkeys, |ooking at

bears, looking at -- it's opened areas,

| ongl eaf pine. They've been on the property.
It's resource protection areas, a | ot of good
ti nmber.

So like | said, | could sell it. |
could sell it easily. But it's just unique.
And with everything that's growing up in
Saral and -- and Facebook -- Voices of
Sar al and, Facebook, they're all just stressed
out over the loss of habitat for the bears.
| just thought this was a great opportunity
for Forever Wld. And I'mfamliar with the
wor Kk you guys have done. M hat's off to
you. But this one is unique. |If you're
interested, | would love to talk to you about
it. And if not, then now you know.

DR. VALENTINE: | have a question before
you go. How do bears do wth the wld hogs?

MR, VWH STON:. Well, 1've only ever seen
one hog on that property.

DR, VALENTINE: |'mjust curious because

we spend a ot of tinme tal king about hogs and
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t he consequences of our decisions. And |'ve
wonder ed what happens if the natural predator

were to show back up.

MR WH STON: | have property on the
Tonbi gbee River in Marengo County, and hogs
are just taking it over. |It's a never-ending
battl e.

DR. VALENTINE: And do you have bears?

MR. WHI STON:  No, not there.

| think that the hogs, the piglets, have
j ust becone the main food source for the
coyote population. | have heard and seen
themcatch piglets. | can catch piglets. |
know coyot es can.

But on this property, surprisingly,
because it does have sone | ow end wetl| and
area, | have only ever on canera seen one hog

there, and it went away.

So the bears -- you know, as far as
mgration pattern, | don't know about all
that. | have to think that's been severely

interrupted by the anmount of devel opnent
that's around it.
What is the unique, | think, what | see,

Is fromeverything north of ne, as those
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bears try to nove down, they can't cross the
interstate, they can't really cross Cel este,
and it funnels them down there.

The concentration is unreal. | nean,
we're 15 mnutes away. You could drive in
there and likely see bears. There are that
many. So, anyway, it's unique. It's very
unique. That's why | wanted to put --

MR, CHI LDERS: How many bears are we
t al ki ng about ?

MR. VWHI STON: | have seen dozens. And
the cubs -- every year there will be sows --
and it's only the ones we know about. They
put collars on the sows. And they track the
collars. And when the collar stops noving at
a certain time of year, that's how they know
where the sows end up.

And we have gone in there, and you have
toliterally spook the sow off of her den and
find the cubs and weigh them and they do
hair sanples and all the stuff. That's what
we were doi ng here.

MR, CHI LDERS: You said Auburn spends a
lot of time in their research, and | wonder

i f they have any kind of popul ation study.
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MR VWHI STON:. |I'msure they do. [|I'm
sure we can get that.

MR. CHI LDERS: Ckay. But they do cross
I nterstates, because we get themthrough

north Alabama all the time from sonewhere

down here.
MR VWH STON: | don't know what they do,
but they | ove that spot right there.
So thank you-all. Nice neeting you.
THE COM SSIONER:  |'ve got a | ot of

wildlife folks right here that are pretty
sharp on bears. And the work Auburn is
doing -- they're doing that under our

di rection.

So | woul d encourage you, anything you
want to know about bears, that fellow right
there, Keith, he can tell you all about it,

t he northeast popul ation of bears or the
sout hwest popul ation of bears and how t hey
nove and what they do.

MR, CHI LDERS: | just thought,
Comm ssi oner, we m ght ought to put sone of
themaround in these wild hog places instead
of these traps.

THE COM SSIONER: Al right. Thank you
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all to all of the speakers.

Now it's tinme to recess for executive
session. By regulation, appraisal values are
confidential during periods of negotiation.
Accordingly, in order to discuss tract
apprai sal values, the Board will need to go
into recess for an executive session.

|s there a notion for the Board to now
recess to attend an executive session?

DR. MARTIN:. So noved.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Moved by Dr. Martin
and seconded by -- no. Sorry. Moved by
Dr. Neumann and seconded by Dr. Martin.

As | call your nane, please state your
position on this notion to recess. Those in
favor, please indicate by saying "aye."

M. Bl ankenshi p, aye.

M. Childers?

MR. CHI LDERS:. Aye.

THE COW SSI ONER: M. Har per ?

MR HARPER:  Aye.

THE COW SSIONER: M. Harris?

MR HARRI S: Aye.

THE COW SSI ONER: M. Howel | ?

DR HOWELL: Aye.
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THE COW SSI ONER: Keener ?
DR. KEENER  Aye.
THE COW SSI ONER: Martin?

DR MARTIN:  Aye.

THE COW SSI ONER: Dr. Neumann?

DR, NEUMANN:  Aye.

THE COW SSIONER: M. QOates?

MR. RI CK OATES. Aye.

THE COW SSI ONER: Dr. Val entine?

DR VALENTI NE:  Aye.

THE COW SSIONER: All are in favor. W
are nowin recess. It is 10:54. W plan to
be back in about 20 m nutes.

(A BRI EF RECESS WAS HELD.)

THE COMWM SSIONER: Al right. W have
everyone back. For the record, it is 11:20,
and we are back from executive session, ready
to pick back up on the agenda wi th nunber 5,
Tab 2.

Go ahead, Ms. McCurdy.

M5. McCURDY: kay. For the Board
menbers, if you would be finding your Tab 2a,
your yellowgreen folder is slightly updated.

Just as you may recall, we ran sone

nunbers as late as we can before comng to
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this nmeeting. And your yellow Tab 2a w ||
reflect that.

So as a review for the Board and for
information for the public, this is the
portion of the neeting where | just update
everyone on where we are as to the tracts
that the Board has asked staff to proceed
trying to close and al so give sone update of
financial information so you will know the
anount of noney you have to work with if you
choose to take any actions today.

So let ne first just run through all of
the tracts that have been previously notioned
for acquisition. And those include the
Turkey Creek Nature Preserve, Bell addition;
Red Hol | ow Road addition; Double Cak Tract;
Dugdown Corridor, Phase Il; and G aham Bayou.

Those tracts are all still active in
either getting the final offers accepted and
t hen cl osed.

| do need to provide one update. The
second page of your 2a always includes an
update, just an overall summary by fiscal
year of the offers that have been nmade, the

tracts that have been closed, and if we've
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| et you know that the | andowner for the

Si psey River Swanp, Kellytown Addition, has
now formally declined the Board's offer with
concerns of our offer anpbunt and chosen to
hold on to the tract in hopes of naking
better noney off a later acquisition in the
private sector. So that is an update of

t hat .

Taking all of the tracts that |
nmentioned that are still trying to be
actively negotiated and closed in accordance
with the Board's previous notion, you still
have an uni ncunbered bal ance of approxi mately
$32 million. So you're in good shape if you
woul d |i ke to take any acti on.

Since our |last neeting -- and |I' mj ust
going to run through this fiscal year
overall. W have cl osed the Beaver Dam Swanp
Lowe Addition | and donation; we have cl osed
t he Davi dson Creek Tract; we have cl osed the
Dugdown Mountain Corridor Phase | Tract; and
we have closed the West Fow River Tract.

So far we have closed just over 3100
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had any | andowners decline our offer.
And since our last neeting, | do need to
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acres and then have been able to | everage an
addi tional -- just over 1400 acres through
grant funds. And then, again, the
declination that | nentioned was 1,052 acres.
So that's the status of -- froma stats
perspective of acreage if anyone is
interested in that.

Any questions to 2a?

MR. HARPER On the Sipsey River, it was
just the total anount of noney? Qur
apprai sed value didn't suit the | andowner?

M5. McCURDY: In sumrary, yes, Sir.

Then | wanted to update you on Tab 2b,
the Stewardship Fund. The Board had
aut horized for fiscal year $3 million. W're
still doing fine,.

Ri ght now you're seeing a bal ance of

just over $2.4 mllion, although I wll tell
you we have -- gosh, | don't know -- | think
it was over 400 approaching -- like $400, 000

that are currently in the bid process in the
State system So, again, that nunber is
com ng down, but we should still be fine.

We al ways di scuss, at this point as

well, sort of a conbination of your Tab 2b
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and Tab 2c. 2c is information that the State
Treasurer's office provides to the Board for
each neeting that gives us a status update as
to the net asset value for the Stewardship
Fund.

So for the period that woul d end
March 31, the net assets were at just over
$52 mllion for the Stewardship Fund. Again,
that fund is -- it's for each acquisition the
Board nmakes, in addition to the acquisition
costs, the staff transfers 15 percent of the
apprai sed value into the Stewardship Fund to
guarantee | ong-term perpetual ability to
manage these tracts. And that's true even
for a donated parcel. 100 percent donated
acreage still carries with it a 15 percent
transfer of the appraised value in the
St ewar dshi p Fund.

Any questions on Tab 2b or c?

(No response.)

Conmmi ssioner, if there are no questions
on Tab 2, we are going to nove on to Tab 3 of
your packet. And if you wll |ook at, again,
what | call your yellow Tab 3a, I'mgoing to

run through the tracts that conprise our
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apprai sed nomnation list, and I'mgoing to
provi de an update to the Board and the public
as to each tract the Board at a previous
meeting has notioned for staff to obtain a
first appraisal.

So let nme run through those. Those
I ncl ude Coon Gulf - Craze Bend Addition;
Cooper Branch Tract; DeSoto State Park Qak
Hi |l Road Northeast Addition; FreedomHlls
WVA - Heard Addition; Inland Lake North
Tract; Little River - East Fork Addition; and
Ri verton CHA, Community Hunting Area, Wl ker
Chapel Hol | ow Additi on.

Those appraisals are in and have been
reviewed by staff. And to give an overview,

I ncl udi ng what woul d be the stewardship cost,
all of those totals are over $18 mllion.

A coupl e that we do not have appraisals
back on, |let ne update you on. That would be
the Fort Pierce Tract. In working with the
| andowner and getting the deed information we
al ways obtain before getting an appraisal, we
| earned, while tal king, he had an offer from
an additional purchaser cone in. They're in

active negotiations on that tract. He thinks
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that woul d garner a preferable end result
financially, and so they're working on that.

|, therefore, did not receive or pay
for, an appraisal. | believe that probably
ultimitely will not be available for Board
acqui si tion.

And then Certain Tract, Sunset Cove
Addi ti on, we have not received the deed
I nformation that we need fromthe | andowner
to be able to proceed with the apprai sal
process for the appraisal. But that's
everything and an update on all of those
tracts.

|f there are no questions as to the
apprai sed nomnations, let's nove to Tab 5a.
This is the portion of the neeting where each
time | update the Board on the status of the
various efforts by staff to obtain grant
dol lars, either -- or |everage
opportunities -- either to offset acquisition
costs or perhaps mtigate tract managenent or
recreational inplenentation costs on various
tracts. So let ne run through what we have
for | everagi ng opportunities for right now

As you know, the Dugdown Corri dor

@ ESQUIRE 800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o B~ W DN PP

N DD D N NDMNDN P P P PP PP PP
a b~ W N B O © 0 N OO O W N B O

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS
FOREVER WILD BOARD MEETING

May 07, 2026

56

Phase Il Tract, that was just a tract that
the Forestry Conm ssion obtained fromU. S.
Forest Service G ant funding. That tract is
still in our closing process.

As to our appraised nom nations, the
I nl and Lake North Tract is a tract that our
Wldlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division
director, Chris Lew s, his division has
of fered sone of their Pittman-Robertson
funding to offset the acquisition costs of
that tract. They're offering to partner with
and contribute 20 percent of that acquisition
cost for the Inland Lake North Tract within
Pitt man- Robertson funding. And that's at
that 20 percent rate, at this tine all they
really had available to contribute. So it's
alittle different fromwhat you have seen in
the past, but that's what they had avail abl e.

And then to update on just sone of our
ot her grants, the Coosa WIdlife Managenent
Area Tract, that was a tract that we worked
wi th Al abama Forestry Foundation and their
application for National Fish and Wildlife
fundi ng under the Longl eaf Landscape G ant

Program So we are working on that and have
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a tinber harvest that was going out for bid,
and we're working on that tract.

The Bon Secour River Wetlands Addition,
that benefited froma National Coastal
Wet | ands Conservation Program G ant. And it
of fset the acquisition cost. |In that grant,
we were actually also able to get sone
funding for prescribed burning, as well as
installation of the trail head and
i npl erentati on of about a mle and a quarter
of hiking trail.

Qur burning had to be put off until sone
better conditions. W need a little bit nore
noi sture for that burn. But we're going to
go ahead and proceed with the trail head
preparation, and the trail work wll not be
damaged by the burn, so we wll go ahead and
start with that while we wait for sone better
condi ti ons.

As an update on the Mobil e-Tensaw Delta
Bartram and Perdi do R ver Canoe Trail work
that we were doing wwth the State, the GOVESA
Grant that Governor |vey provided, we're
about 60 percent conplete on that project.

Sone of the inprovenents do benefit
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Forever WIld tracts. And we have the

| and- based platforns are in place. And three
of the five floating platforns have been
constructed and will be placed soon. And so
| have included a couple of pictures.

We receive a lot of reservations -- a
| ot of usage al ong both the Bartram and
Perdido Trails. So we're excited to continue
to see inprovenents to those areas.

We're also going to do sone signage work
and just sone | and-based work near those
access points. So we're excited and continue
to see that noving.

|f there are no questions as to grants
and | everage opportunities, | wll nove on to
runni ng through the short 1ist.

Al right. So if you wll |ook at your
Tab 4b. 1'mgoing to run through -- "1
rem nd the Board, and for the benefit of the
public, all of the tracts that are currently
on what we call the short list. Each
nom nation that's nade to the program once
we receive a wlling-seller letter, so we
have willing-seller confirmation fromthe

| andowner, we proceed to score each tract
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under the four constitutional categories
established for the program And those are
nature preserve, recreation area, wldlife
managenent area -- that could be additions to
or new wi I dlife managenent areas -- and State
park acreage. Again, it could be State park
but nost often it's a State park addition.

So those four categories give the
score -- we have a score for each of those
four categories. The nom nations then
conpete anongst thenselves in the North,
Central, and Southern district. A tract has
to the score in the top three of their
district in at | east one category to nake the
short 1ist.

Now, several of the properties actually
have attributes that allow themto score in
the top three in nore than one category. But
however that works out each tine in that
conpetition is how we derive the short Iist.
These are properties available to the Board
for notion first appraisal.

|"mgoing to run through those and
al ways tell you -- I'mlooking down, so if

you have a question, just speak up and stop
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nme.

We have Bi g Canoe Creek - South
Addition, St. Cair County; we have Coon
@ulf - Flat Rock Creek Addition, Jackson
County; Coon @Gulf - Kings Bend Addition,
Jackson County; Doss Muntain Tract,
Tal | apoosa County; Geneva State Forest -
Bl ack Creek Addition in Geneva County.

| wll pause just a second for an
update. Qur State Lands and Wldlife
Freshwater Fisheries Division staff, as well
as Forestry Division staff, continue to | ook
at this one on the ground. M. QCates and |
are going to go out with staff here shortly
and just try to see if we can work out an
opportunity for possibly a swap. W have
sone deed restrictions we're | ooking into and
just a couple of on-the-ground conditions
we're confirmng. But we are continuing to
di scuss that, and we will have an update, |I'm
sure, for the next neeting.

Hel | s Swanp Branch Tract, Mobile County;
Lake Lurleen State Park - Lake Arnedra Road
Addi ti on.

|'"'msure | destroyed that nane.
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Mobi | e- Tensaw Delta - Chacal oochee Bay
Addi tion, Baldw n County.

| need to be recoached on that one.

Mobi | e- Tensaw Delta - Forks of the R ver
Addi tion; Riverton CHA, Happy Hol |l ow
Addi tion; and Yates Lake WVA - Tucker Road
Addi ti on.

Again, those tracts conprise the
conpetitive short list. And also | nentioned
to the public, as we get a new nom nati on,
that short list could change at each neeting
what cones on and cones off.

In addition, if the Board noves today
for a first appraisal as a short-1ist
nom nation, that nom nation noves on to the
appraised list | nentioned earlier. So that
opens up a spot in the conpetition on the
short 1|ist.

So | wll pause for a second and see if
there are any questions as to the short-1Iist
nom nati ons.

(No response.)

Al right. Commssioner, | think, if
there are no questions, that takes us to the

general discussion portion.
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for any nom nati on.

M. Harris?

MR. HARRI' S: Thank you, Conmm ssi oner.

| would Iike to nmake a notion for a
second apprai sal and to proceed to purchase
on Cooper Branch Tract conditioned on the
| andowner donating 10 percent of the purchase
amount .

THE COW SSIONER: Is there a second?

DR. HOWNELL: Second.

THE COWMM SSI ONER:  Seconded by
Dr. Howell. So the notion is for a second
apprai sal and nove to purchase on the Cooper
Branch Tract contingent upon the | andowner
donating 10 percent of the val ue.

MR HARRIS: Correct.

THE COW SSI ONER: Everybody under st and
that? Any questions or any discussion?

Al'l those in favor, please raise your
hand.
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THE COW SSI ONER:  Thank you.
This is the general discussion portion
of the neeting where we generally entertain
nmotions for first or second appraisals, if
there's any interest. So | wll open it now
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M5. McCURDY: And, again, please keep
your hands up for ne.

|'msorry. Keep your -- | can't count.

Comm ssi oner, we only have eight.

THE COW SSI ONER:  The noti on does not
carry.

DR. VALENTI NE: Conm ssioner, |I'Ill make
a nom nation as well.

THE COW SSI ONER.  Hang on.

Dr. Keener had his hand up.

Go ahead, Dr. Keener.

DR. KEENER:  Thank you.

| make a notion for staff to proceed
wi th the second appraisal and purchase of the
| nl and Lake North Tract nom nation conti ngent
upon the WIldlife and Freshwater Fisheries
Di vision providing grant funds for its
acqui sition and approxi mately 20 percent of
the total appraised value for this
nom nati on.

THE COMWM SSIONER:  |Is there a second?

MS. McCURDY: Do you want to repeat
that? Just speak into the m crophone a
little closer, Dr. Keener.

DR. KEENER: | nake a nmotion for staff
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to proceed with the second appraisal and
purchase of the Inland Lake North Tract
nom nation contingent upon the Wldlife and
Freshwater Fi sheries D vision providing grant
funds for its acquisition and acreage of
approxi mately 20 percent of the total
apprai sed value for this nom nation.

THE COW SSIONER: Is there a second?

MR HARRI S: | second.
THE COW SSI ONER:  Seconded by
M. Harris.

| s there any questions about that? Any
di scussi on?

So the notion is for second appraisal to
nove and purchase on the Inland Lake Addition
conti ngent upon the Wldlife and Freshwat er
Fi sheries Division providing 20 percent of
t he purchase price.

Al those in favor, please raise your
hand.

M5. McCURDY: Conm ssioner, we only have
seven.

THE COW SSI ONER: Motion fails.

Thank you.

Dr. Val entine?
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DR. VALENTI NE:  Conmi ssioner, | would
like to nomnate the Hells Swanp Branch Tract
for first appraisal.

DR. MARTIN.  Second.

THE COWMM SSI ONER:  Moti on by
Dr. Val entine, seconded by Dr. Martin. For
first appraisal on the Hells Swanp Addition.

Any guestions or discussion?

(No response.)

Al'l those in favor, please raise your
hand.

M5. McCURDY: Conm ssioner, we have
ei ght .

THE COW SSI ONER: Motion fails, not
havi ng nine affirmative votes.

Any ot her notions?

Dr. Keener?

DR. KEENER | nmeke a notion we nove to
the first appraisal of the Forks of the River
Addition in Baldw n County.

DR. NEUMANN: | second.

THE COW SSI ONER: Motion by Dr. Keener,
seconded by Dr. Neumann, for a first
apprai sal on the 62-acre Forks in the River

Addi ti on.
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Any questions or discussion?

(No response.)

Al those in favor, please raise your
hand.

M5. McCURDY: Eight, Comm ssioner.

THE COW SSI ONER: Motion fails.

Thank you.

Any ot her notions?

Dr. Martin?

DR. MARTIN:. | notion for staff to
proceed with the second appraisal and cl osing
of the Little River - East Fork Addition
tract continent upon resolution satisfactory
to ADCNR and our staff regardi ng any
necessary anendments to any conservation
easenents applicable to tract acreage.

DR VALENTINE: 1'll second that.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Seconded by
Dr. Val enti ne.

So it's for a second appraisal nove to
purchase on the Little R ver - East Fork
Addi ti on contingent upon the staff working
out the appropriate conservati on easenent and
information fromthe | andowner. |s that

cl ear enough?

2 ESQUIRE

800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o B~ W DN PP

N DD D N NDMNDN P P P PP PP PP
a b~ W N B O © 0 N OO O W N B O

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS
FOREVER WILD BOARD MEETING

May 07, 2026
67

Al'l of those in favor, please raise your
hand.

M5. McCURDY: Eight, Comm ssioner.

THE COW SSI ONER: Thank you. Motion
failed for lack of nine votes necessary.

Al right. Thank you. W wll nove
into --

M5. McCURDY: M scell aneous?

THE COW SSI ONER: -- m scel | aneous
reports on Tab 5.

M5. McCURDY: If you turn to Tab 5, 'l
be doing the sane, so give ne just a m nute.

We're now on Tab 5b. Each neeting | |et
t he Board know as to the tracts, absent
additional action by the Board, would roll
off at the next neeting. And so | wanted to
note those two. |If anybody wants to keep a
tract on the list, it just takes one -- it's
sonet hi ng that one Board nenber can do.

DR. KEENER | would like to keep Cooper
Branch tract.

M5. McCURDY: Dr. Keener asked that we
keep Cooper Branch Tract and we will do so.
The only other nomnation that would roll off

iIs an additional -- there's an appraised
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nom nation, and that's a Coon Gulf - Craze
Bend Addition. Unless a Board nenber asks to
hold on to that one, it will roll off after
this neeting.

MR, CH LDERS: | would like to nove we
keep the Coon QGulf on.

M5. MCURDY: So M. Childers has asked
that we keep the Coon Gulf - Craze Bend
Addition on the appraisal |ist.

Thank y'all.

Al right. So | normally do start you
off with the busi ness and make you make
notions and things, but | wanted to start
wWith something a little bit fun before | nake
you wor K.

| wanted to give everybody an update.

We often update you on activities that the
Forever WIld Field Trial Area in Hale County.

W had a big event that drew a | ot of
press coverage and a | ot of thanks, and so
many people wanted ne to pass thanks along to
the Board, | decided to just basically do
that first.

On March 5, there was a statew de

Enmer gency Managenent Agency, EMA, exercise
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that was conducted at the Field Trial Area.
And it had over 750 first responders, had
addi ti onal volunteers, that canme and used the
new event center for a dinner. And it was
really just a very spectacul ar event to see
the facility used.

The Hal e County EMA cane to us and asked
if they could use the Field Trial Area. And
in the end, they utilized about 400 acres to
simul ate a plane crash. They wanted to do it
at night to further conplicate the response
efforts and also utilize our ponds to
I ncorporate a water rescue aspect of the
exer ci se.

As those who have been out there know,

It was very, very dark. They set hay bal es
on fire to create snoke. And Rick Cates can
attest to just how spooky and hazy it was.

It was very dry. So just the dust was
creating very conplex conditions.

So they had volunteers |laid out across
those 43 acres, all with preplanned, very
specific injuries that had to be addressed by
the first responders.

The Jaws of Life were used. And one
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no live volunteers actually in the pond. But
they did have crash-dummy type of individuals
in the pond. Boats were put into the pond.
The equi pnment had to be figured out and used.

It also included triage, transport. So
you had a true-life incident there at the
Field Trial Area. And it was very
successful. There were issues encountered
t hat were unexpected about -- that's the
poi nt of the whole drill.

So, anyway, | just wanted to tell y'all
t hank you. So many people asked ne to thank
the Board for allowing the property to be
used and allowed for a conplex setup of
debris. It also allowed themto |eave it
overni ght and cone back and cl ean up the next
day, which they did a great job.

So, anyways, many, nany thanks.
Al t hough he is not here today, | wanted to
gi ve kudos to M. Parnell. ALFA sponsored
the nmeal that night for working up to al nost
a thousand people, and it was excellent. So,
anyway, | just pass along the thanks to the

entire Board.
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portion of the weckage, we had -- there were
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And then we -- also on the Field Trial
Area, we had anot her group of Tuskegee
Uni versity students that cane out to the
property for a cast-and-blast class. And
that is hard to say.

And that's part of the Wldlife and
Freshwater Fisheries Division R3 and
Fi sheries Section program And those
students cane along and, for many of them it
was the first time they caught a fish. They
wer e taught about fishing. This were taught
about cleaning a fish. Also had a little bit
i nstruction on cooking the fish.

But al so were introduced to sone
shooting sport instruction, as well as taken
out to see how we trap feral hogs and how we
renove themafter we trap them

It gave our staff, our State Lands and
WIildlife staff an opportunity to tal k about
| and managenent and i nvasi ve species. And |
i ncl uded the quotes fromthe students in your
Tab 5c nenob, and they were just very, very
appreciative. And | wanted to comment on
Wldlife's ongoing effort and desire to

conti nue that coordination wth Forever W|I d.
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So that was Tab 5c. | included sone
photos, but | just wanted to tell you it was
a very inpressive, high-pressure night and
everyone did really well.

Al right. If you wll |look at Tab 5d.
Wthin a year of closing on a tract, we are
required to prepare a nmanagenent plan. At
this neeting, | have one tract that we woul d
li ke to go ahead and propose to the Board to
be incorporated into an existing nanagenent
pl an due to the overall conplex acreage. And
that would be for the FreedomH |Ils WA -
Sugar Canp Branch Addition to be added to
t hat current managenent pl an.

The Board included a draft. |If the
Board -- unless there's a question -- | would
take questions -- | would need a notion from
the Board to adopt that plan.

MR. HARRI'S: So noved.

M5. McCURDY: There's a notion, 5c.

Her e.

MR. HARRI'S: The Board approves the
State Land's Division proceeding with the
i nclusion of FreedomH Ils - Sugar Canp

Branch Addition into the existing nmanagenent

2 ESQUIRE

800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o B~ W DN PP

N DD D N NDMNDN P P P PP PP PP
a b~ W N B O © 0 N OO O W N B O

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS
FOREVER WILD BOARD MEETING

May 07, 2026

73

plan as set forth in the nmenorandum dat ed
May 7th, 2026.

THE COW SSIONER:  |'s there second?

DR. KEENER  Second.

THE COWMM SSI ONER: Seconded by
Dr. Keenan.

Just to put this into that existing
managenent plan, all of those in favor,
pl ease say aye.

Any opposed?

None opposed. Motion carries.

M5. McCURDY: We will keep noving. W
are now on Tab 5e. For Board nenbers who
have been with ne | ong enough, you know at
the May neeting we take care of two
adm nistrative matters. And so the first one
of those relates to staff seeking Board
approval to establish expenditure anount from
the Stewardship Fund for the upcom ng fiscal
year that starts Cctober 1.

We cone to you at the May neeting for
this because the constitutional anmendnent
formng the program denotes that such a
noti on woul d be necessary prior to the start

of the fiscal year. So | bring it in My, in
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case there are any questions or concerns. W
have one nore neeting, assum ng we have a
guorum to take care of it.

So | have included in Tab 5e sort of a
description. W neet -- staff of the
di visions coordinate to try to project needed
expendi tures for the upcom ng fiscal year
fromthe Stewardshi p account.

We | ook at routine nmanagenent needs. W
start with -- we're always going to start
wi th the base | and managenent needs, our
burni ng, you know, the roadwork that we need,
we need rock, we need a new culvert, we need
a trail network

W al so are going to be | ooking at, on a
tract-specific basis, do we have
reforestation needs that will tie into that
fiscal year. W are also then | ooking at
recreation inprovenents that we could make on
the tract.

So it's not an exact science, but we do
need to look at that. And | have incl uded
sone information on reforestation in
Exhibit B to that neno. This would be sone

activities that we would anticipate in that
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year. We may have ot her needed activities
that we can't predict and we never really
know for sure.

And so this year, simlar to past years,
in meeting wth staff and talking with the
Comm ssi oner, we woul d suggest the Board
approvi ng expenditures again this year at the
$3 mllion anmount for any anticipated needs.

And al so as part of the constitutional
anmendnment requires the Board to take this
action, in the event that we do not project
to have sufficient interest incone, and
that's the specific wording used in the
amendnment fromthe Stewardship account.

As you know, several years ago, the
State treasurer began working with the Board
and really inplenenting the current strategy
focusing on increasing the val ue, the net
val ue, the assets in that account. So we
don't have enough true quote/unquote interest
I ncome. Anytine we don't, which would be
every time, the Conmm ssioner has to
officially make an insufficiency
determ nation. And you will also see that in

Exhibit A to your neno. So that's the
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procedural matter |ike |ast year, that we
went through.

So if the Board is confortable with once
again establishing a $3 mllion expenditure
fromthe corpus of the Stewardship account, |
woul d need a notion fromthe Board, and |
woul d need the nine votes fromthe Board to
approve that notion.

THE COW SSIONER: Is there a notion?

DR. NEUMANN:. | nmake a notion for the
Board to authorize ADNCR and, after
exhausting available interest and i ncone from
t he Stewardship account, to expend funds from
the corpus Stewardship account up to an
amount that, when added to the avail able
interest inconme, does not exceed $3 million
for the fiscal year '27.

THE COW SSI ONER: Second?

Seconded by Dr. Martin.

Al those in favor, please raise your
hand.

M5. McCURDY: Conm ssioner, we have all
ten.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Thank you.

Mbtion carries.
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M5. McCURDY: Thank you.

| wll now nove to the next Tab 5 neno,
which is Tab 5F

Sinply to keep themtogether, we also in
the May neeting -- we nmade the notion rel ated
to the current fiscal year that we're in
related to transfer of adm nistrative funds
to the State Lands Division for its
adm ni strati ve support of the program

We are, again, asking this year to
transfer the anount of $900, 000. That
remai ns | evel since the anbunt we requested
for FY20.

W do intend to have an acreage
I ncrease, so that could increase in the
future, but we, this year, are again
requesting that $900, 000 transfer.

"Il take any questions. But if the
Board is confortable with that, | would, once

again, need a notion and a ni ne-nmenber vote

for that.
THE COVMM SSIONER:  Dr. Martin?
DR. MARTI N  Yeah. | nake a notion for

the Board to approve the State Lands Division

staff proceeding with the requested

2 ESQUIRE

800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o B~ W DN PP

N DD D N NDMNDN P P P PP PP PP
a b~ W N B O © 0 N OO O W N B O

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS
FOREVER WILD BOARD MEETING

May 07, 2026

78

adm nistrative transfer in the anount of
$900, 000 for fiscal year '26 admi nistrative
support provided by the State Lands Division.

THE COW SSIONER: |'s there a second?

DR. NEUVMANN: Second.

THE COWM SSI ONER:  Seconded by
Dr. Neumann.

Any guestions?

Al in favor, please raise your hand.

M5. McCURDY: All right. Comm ssioner,
that would be all ten.

THE COWM SSI ONER:  Motion carri es.

Thank you.

M5. McCURDY: To sort of finish out some
of your information you have in your packet,
Tab 5G your standard quarterly update as to
the ongoing feral hog mtigation efforts,
both by staff but also by contractors across
the tracts. So we have our usual conpilation
of stats on that for the Board.

And | et ne doubl e-check nyself. That
may be all | have, if you wll give ne one
second.

MR, CHI LDERS: Question: On this swne

mtigation, we authorized a certain anount of
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up to a mllion.

MR, CHI LDERS: How are we standi ng
t here?

M5. McCURDY: Well, we are still within
that mllion. W are spending it both
between -- we are still naking equi pnent
pur chases, so you have that category of
expense, you have the contractor,
prof essional service category, and then the
addi tional staff tine.

MR. CH LDERS: So there's not a date
certain, just an anount certain?

M5. McCURDY: It is aninitiative we
have taken as an ongoi ng directive of the
Board. Unless the Board tells us to quit
doing it, we wll doit, and it is factored
i nto our Stewardship.

THE COW SSIONER:  So it's back to the
$3 million that you just approved. This is
one of the activities that is included in
that $3 ml1lion.

MR, CHI LDERS: But it does have a cap on

the anount; right?
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noney. What was it? Do you renenber?
M5. McCURDY: | think it was at the tine

2 ESQUIRE

800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o B~ W DN PP

N DD D N NDMNDN P P P PP PP PP
a b~ W N B O © 0 N OO O W N B O

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS May 07, 2026

FOREVER WILD BOARD MEETING

80

MS. McCURDY: Yes, sir. $1 mllion.
MR. CH LDERS: You will |et us know when

we get cl ose?

M5. McCURDY: | wll.
Comm ssioner, that's all | had for
m scel | aneous. | ' m done.

THE COW SSI ONER:  The next item of the
agenda is approval of the mnutes fromthe
February 5th neeting. Those are provided in
t he packet.

Are there any corrections or deletions
to the mnutes in anybody's notice? |If not,
is there a notion to approve the mnutes from
the February 5th neeting?

MR. RI CK OATES: Moved.

MR. HARPER  Second.

THE COWMWM SSI ONER: M. Har per seconded
and -- M. QOates made the notion, seconded by
M. Har per.

Al'l of those in favor of approval of the
February 5 m nutes as presented in your
pocket, please say aye.

Any opposed?

None opposed. Motion carries.

Qur next neeting will be August 6th at
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Lake Guntersville State Park. So | | ook
forward to seeing everybody towards the other
end of the state in August.

| s there any other discussion or input
or questions or anything from anybody before
we adj ourn?

(No response.)

Then I'Il entertain a notion to adjourn.

MR HARRI'S: Mbtion.

THE COW SSI ONER: Second? 1'Il second
It nyself.

Al in favor, please say aye.

We are adj our ned.
Thank you.
( PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED AT 12:01 P. M)
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CERTI FI CATE

I, Alan Peacock, Registered D pl onate
Reporter, Certified Realtinme Reporter, and Certified
Short hand Reporter, do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a verbatimtranscript of the testi nobny as
t aken stenographically by ne at the tine, place, and on
the date hereinfore set forth, to the best of ny

ability.

| DO FURTHER CERTI FY that | am neither a
rel ati ve nor enpl oyee nor attorney nor counsel of any
of the parties to this action, and that | amneither a
relative nor enpl oyee of such attorney or counsel, and

that I amnot financially interested in the action.

A an Peacock

ALAN PEACOCK, FAPR, CCR, RDR, CRC
Regi stered Di pl onat e Reporter
Certified Realtine Reporter

Not ary Public

Dat ed: 5-19-26
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