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PROCEEDI NGS

MR, BLANKENSHI P:  Good nor ni ng.
Wel cone to the August 6th Board neeting.
We're working on getting the -- W' ve got
a few speakers today. W' re working on
getting all the -- There they are right
there. Perfect. |'m Chris Bl ankenshi p,
a Comm ssi oner of the Departnent of
Conservation and Natural Resources, and |
want to wel cone everybody to the Lodge at
@Quntersville State Park this norning. So
glad to have you here and | appreciate
the opportunity to neet at the facility.
This is a beautiful place and we picked
the only roomthat had no views so that
y'all could concentrate and do good work
here and not be distracted by | ooking out
t he wi ndow and wi shing that you were on
the I ake fishing today like |I would be if
we were out there.

"1l go ahead and call the roll
and nake sure that we have a quorum
When | say your nane, just please
I ndi cat e your presence.

Chri st opher Bl ankenship is here.
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M. Chil ders.

P23 P523 222V FDJIDDDIIDDDDDD

CHI LDERS: Here.
BLANKENSHI P: M. Conl on.
CONLON:  Here.

BLANKENSHI P. M. Har per.
HARPER:  Here.

BLANKENSHI P:  Dr. Howel | .
HONELL: Here.

BLANKENSHI P: M. Harri s.
HARRI S: Here.

BLANKENSHI P:  Dr. Keener.
KEENER:  Here.

CHI LDERS: Dr. Martin.
MARTI N:  Here.

BLANKENSHI P:  Dr. M i nt ock.
McCLI NTOCK:  Here.
BLANKENSHI P: M. Qates.
CATES: Here.

BLANKENSHI P: M. Parnell.
PARNELL: Here.

BLANKENSHI P:  Ms. Stanl ey.
STANLEY: Here.

BLANKENSHI P: M. Tuggl e.
TUGGELE: Here.

BLANKENSHI P:  Dr. Val enti ne.

2 ESQUIRE

DEPOSITION SOLUTIONS

800.211.DEPO (3376)
EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o~ W N P

N D N D NDMNDN P PP PR, R R
aa A W N P O © 0 N O O A WO N+, O

FOREVER WILD TRUST BOARD MEETING
FOREVER WILD LAND TRUST BOARD MEETING

August 06, 2026
6

DR, VALENTI NE: Here.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  So we have 14.
We have a quorum | would like to
express appreciation to State Parks
Director Matthew Capps and the staff for
allowmng us to neet here at this hotel.
It's a beautiful part of the state. |
know t hat we have -- |'ve seen the mayor
of Springville here. Do we have any
ot her elected officials that have joi ned
us today? Good to have you here, sir.

And we had a ribbon cutting
yesterday or a dedication at the Turkey
Creek Nature Preserve in Jefferson County
on two acquisitions that the Board has
made down there over the |ast few nonths.
One was the -- They call it the Shepherd
property. W call it Red Holl ow Road and
then the Bell property, both of those
additions, so it was a great event
yesterday, well attended there in
Jefferson County around Pinson. The
mayor was there and sone ot her folks.
It's a beautiful piece of property.

| do want to share the sad news
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and | think that nost of you got the
email that Dr. Sal oom who served on this
Board for many years and was a fantastic
Board nenber and besides that just a very
good person passed away recently and
they' Il have a nenorial service for him
tonorrow and then sonet hi ng, another

| arger event in Novenber. W sent that

I nformation out. If you didn't get that,
i f you need sone nore information, please
|l et me or Patti or Doug know and we'l|l
make sure that you have that information.
We appreciate his service and hate to see
t hat he passed recently.

| don't think that | have any
ot her announcenents before we get started
and we'll just nove right into the public
coment s.

We have quite a few speakers
today and | appreciate the interest.
Every time that we have a neeting in this
part of the state, we seemto have a
pretty good bit of speakers and interest.
That's why we try to nove this neeting

around to different parts of the state
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t hroughout the years so that we can nake
sure that everybody has anple opportunity
to attend and | appreciate seeing such a
good crowd here today.

The first speaker -- \Wien | call
you up to speak, if you'll give the Board
just mnute so that they can find it in
their book so that they have what you're
speaking on. | appreciate it.

Qur first speaker is Jesalyn
W |l son on the Cooper Branch Tract, Tab 3B
Page 4. 3B Page 4. Go ahead.

M5. WLSON. Good norning,
everyone. M nane is Jesalyn WIlson and
| have the pleasure of serving as the
Deputy County Manager for Shel by County
and on behalf of the Shel by County
Commi ssion, |'mhere to express our
support in the purchasing of the Cooper
Branch Tract.

The Shel by County Comm ssi on has
verbally commtted to purchase 62 acres
of this property |eaving 838 for Forever
W d.

The reason that we're purchasing
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the 62-acre parcel is because it has a
residential conponent to it, and so our
access would begin at the county road --
or our purchase would be at the county
road access and then stretch across the
residential area.

Al so, as part of this
partnership, we would al so provide a
pavi lion, restroom and parking as well as
a trailhead. They're |ocated by the road
access very simlar to what we did at the
Bel cher property at QOGak Mountain State
Par k.

So we're really excited about
this potential partnership. It's a
beautiful piece of property and |I'm here
to take any other questions.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Any questions?
Thank you, ma'am

The next speaker is Jerry Joe
I ngram on that sane property. Good
norning, Jerry Joe.

MR. | NGRAM  Good norning. |
won't take up much of your tinme because

Jesalyn pretty much said everything. [|I'm

@ ESQUIRE 800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o~ W N P

N D N D NDMNDN P PP PR, R R
aa A W N P O © 0 N O O A WO N+, O

FOREVER WILD TRUST BOARD MEETING
FOREVER WILD LAND TRUST BOARD MEETING

August 06, 2026
10

just trying to be her bandit this
nor ni ng.

But | think that the main thing
to point out is this is the Gak Mountain
Tract. This is the new trail head and
parking area that has been put in on the
Bel cher Addition. And if you cross
H ghway 11, you can go right down the
County Road 36 right-of-way and access
fromone property to another, so even
t hough they're not touching, they are
essentially one -- they'l|l be managed as
one unit as far as the OCak Muntain Park
and the nmountain biking and all that.

Any questions?

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker is Stefan
Tom i nson.

MR. TOMLINSON: You can't read
that very clearly.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: This is not one
that you have in your packet. Go ahead,
sir. This is for a new property.

MR. TOWLI NSON:  Thank you for

allowwng ne to cone in. M nane is
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Stefan Tom inson. W have a real estate
managenent group in Northwest Al abana.
In that area, we nanage property for a
famly that Forever WId and the State
has -- we have had several transactions
over the years. Sone of those famly
menbers are on what we call Waterfall
Val l ey. W have nmanaged for seven of our
clients and an additional one that has
property that is between the two ot her
mai n pi eces. Together there's about
4200, a little over 4200 acres in what is
a dramatic piece of property. It's two
mles from-- 1 don't knowif y'all are
famliar with Cane Creek, the Lacefields
property in Col bert County. It is two
mles fromthat. It has simlar
geography. It is one that -- | just
brought this -- Cheri and | brought this
package down and handed it -- |'m not
sure if Patti has seen it yet, but we
have put the nom nation in when we cane
down, so this is just to put it under
your radar. | think that it wll be one

that you'll be very interested in. At
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| east we hope so. That was the intent.

You' ve got the package and
hopefully we'll be sending a | ot of
I nformati on and answeri ng questi ons over
the next three nonths, but | appreciate
y'all's attention.

MR, BLANKENSHI P. How nmany acres
is i1t?

MR TOM.I NSON: 4225, | think.
Those are the acres that the county has.
This is a large parcel that has been --
Forty-three percent of it is down in the
canyons and the valleys. The rest are up
on pl ateaus that have had an intensive
hunting -- I"'msorry, a tinber |ease on.
That | ease expires in a year. There's
sone reasons that we have to be sort of
pushing to do this. Hopefully this
transaction -- and there's sone personal
reasons with the clients that has sped
this up, but otherwise, we'd wait until
the |l ease termnated. Y all have done --
We have done swaps with your Board before
and you have | and that you received

that's part of your FreedomHi lls that we
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retained the | ease on. Y'all bought the
| and and then that is subject to

basically the sane |lease that this is

bei ng presented with. But there's only a

year left, but we have sone -- a few of
t he nenbers need quick resolution as fast
as they can.

|'ve explained. There's probably
no quick resolution with the process, but
that's why we are bringing it to you now.
The lease is fairly straightforward.

M5. MCURDY: [It's a tinber
reservation.

MR. TOMLINSON: [It's a tinber
reservation.

M5. McCURDY: | didn't want to
confuse by the term"| ease,"” anyone
thinking that it was a hunting | ease.
It's a tinber reservation.

MR. TOMLINSON: That's correct.

M5. STANLEY: M question was |
t hought that | heard you say famlies
plural. So how many famlies are you
representing over the 4200 acres? That's

alot. And if it were disaggregated.
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"' mjust curious.

MR. TOWLINSON:. That's a good
question. There are seven famly nenbers
that are of the sanme famly, so they have
I ndi vi dual ownership in these properties,
but collectively those are our clients
that we've been managing their tinber for
decades.

M5. STANLEY: So there's seven
tracts are you sayi ng, seven personal or

MR TOWLINSON: No. It's --

M5. STANLEY: W th seven cousins?
l"mjust trying to understand.

MR. TOWVLI NSON: There are four
siblings that were the children of John
Martin, Sr. He had four children. One
of those children has three children that
own interest there as well.

M5. STANLEY: An interest. M
ot her question, is this truly one parcel
or are there seven owners? You did say
famlies and now you're saying
i ndi vi dual s.

MR, TOWLI NSON:  We have
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agreenents with every one of them where
they have -- and as a real estate
transaction, we have listing agreenents
with every one of the seven and then al so
the additional one in the m ddl e which

IS --

M5. STANLEY: So it's one tax
parcel in the county?

MR. TOWMLINSON: No. There's
several, but that's in the package that
Ms. McCurdy has and we'll be glad to
send as nuch information. But there's a
| ot of people, but they' re absolutely
acting as one, and this is a unique
opportunity.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  We wi ||
evaluate as wth all the other
nom nations. You nay see this again at
t he next neeting.

Dr. Mcdintock, did you have a
guestion?

DR McCLINTOCK: No. | was just
wondering about public access to this.

MR. TOMLI NSON: Public access, it

has been -- the | ease, the tinber |ease,
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t hat has al nost been 60 years now. It
has an excellent road system W are
negotiating with the | easehol der to get
that road that they've been -- that goes
across themto get into this property to
get a permanent easenent on that. |
don't think that there will be any issues
with that. But we should have that
answer by the tine that the Board | ooks
at it three nonths fromnow to consider
It, so --

MR. CHI LDERS: Question. In your
contour map, there's a square in there
that | ooks |i ke about 40 acres nmaybe or
nor e.

MR, TOWLINSON: It's 160.

MR CH LDERS: Is it out?

MR, TOMLINSON:. It is. | had
| unch with the owner of that a couple of
days ago. She lives in Asheville. She
I nherited that from her grandfather when
she was one. That's been 41 years ago.
She is interested in hanging on to it. |
explained that -- | think that it m ght

have been Drew that told me this. She
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said well, the State is patient, they
have tinme, but she's not interested at
this point in including that in there,
but it does not -- there's no roads that
go across her that would put any
| ncunbrances on it.

MR. CHI LDERS: What's her access
poi nt? How does she access it?

MR. TOWVLI NSON: The sane way.
The sane way that we do. There's anot her
that conmes in to that one fromthe west
si de that goes through our property into
her s.

MR. CHI LDERS: So we'd have to
have a right-of-way through her property.

MR. TOMLINSON: | nean, it would
make sense, but right nowit's just a
hi storic access for that property and
nor e.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Any ot her
guestions?

MR. CONLON: | have one. Being
kind of famliar wth this area,
Waterfall Valley Hunting Preserve |I'm

assum ng | eases the property at the tine.
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MR, TOWLI NSON:  Yeah. Zach,
don't tell themyet.

MR. CONLON: So the access from
t he east side would be through thenf

MR. TOWMLI NSON: Actually, the
easenent that we are working on goes
through -- it's on International Paper
property. It's just right below their
property. Tonorrow we -- This has been
happeni ng. W' re under sone deadl i nes.
Thi s has been happening pretty quickly.
Tomorrow we' Il sit down with the head of
t hat club and have these conversations
because they have been | oyal. They have
been excel l ent stewards of that property.
The | andowners are to the point that -- |
nmean, they're all -- I'll put it this
way. They're older than | am and so
it's inevitable that these decisions have
to be made, but we'll -- we're neeting
with the club tonorrow

MR. CONLON:  |I'm | ooking forward
to seeing nore about it. Thank you.

MR. CHI LDERS: One question. The

| ast page on the contour map, you've got
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dots all over. Wat do they represent?

MR. TOWLI NSON: Those are
waterfalls.

MR. CHI LDERS: Ckay.

MR. TOVLINSON: Wiich is -- Now,
nost of these are wet weather waterfalls
and they're not just little cascades.
These are waterfalls that are just com ng
dowmn. One of themis -- The main one is
70 foot, but there's sone hundred foot
just sheer walls in here. It is atruly
uni que property.

MR. CHI LDERS: Then you've got
purple trails or streans or what is that
pur pl e?

MR. TOMLI NSON: Those are the
roads. That's the road systemthat's in
t here.

MR. CHI LDERS: Thank you.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you, sir.
The next speaker is Richard Pal enski .
And this is on another County Road 56
tract. It's not one that you have in
your packet.

MR. PALENSKI : Good nor ni ng,
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everyone. Gve out these handouts. |
real |y appreciate the opportunity to
speak today as a nom nee of this tract
because others in the comunity that
thankfully are here with ne today have an
opportunity to preserve the tract of this
ki nd and here's why.

When you think of the Bankhead
Nati onal Forest, you know, nature ignores
Federal boundaries. |In this case, these
appear right on north Smth Lake on this
tract, and if you were to be placed on
this property without a map, you woul d be
squarely right in the Bankhead Nati onal
Forest because you would find bluffs,
coves and valleys all throughout the
property, diverse old growh, hardwood
forest and a huge variety of wildlife
species and it just gets better and
better because you're |ooking at 78 acres
and 4,600 feet of undisturbed shoreline.
So it's one of the |argest remaining
tracts left on north Smth Lake and the
property owner has expressed his interest

in selling it and the best part about all
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this is it is adjacent to the existing
Bankhead Nati onal Forest and near by
there's been devel opnent pressure as they
conbine all of these tracts throughout
the years it's been getting | ess and
| ess. That's why we're here before y'all
today. Just wanted to nmake sure that
this was put on your radar. |It's also
Forever WIld with sone of the properties,
especially in Shelby County. | see an
I ncredi bl e opportunity for this tract
because you've got all kinds of
recreational opportunities that could be
present here such as wldlife view ng,
hi ki ng, nountai n bi king, fishing,
educati onal opportunities and you've got
| egal access to it from County Road 56,
so it really checks off the boxes nicely.
And all said and done, we really
appreci ate your attention to this tract.
| don't knowif it's on the short list or
not, but we wanted to bring it to your
attention.

MVR. BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you, sir.

Again, this is one that we'll be getting
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nore i nformation on and nmeking a
nom nati on. Thank you, Richard.

MR. CHI LDERS: Question. |Is this
parcel contiguous to Bankhead Nati onal
Forest? Does it have common | andli nes?

MR. PALENSKI: So if you see in
the map on this photo, what's in green is
t he Bankhead Nati onal Forest. That
peni nsul a right across the channel -- |
outlined it in red.

MR. CHI LDERS: Separated by
wat er .

MR. PALENSKI : Separated by
wat er .

MR. CHI LDERS: Landlines are not
contiguous. Ckay.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you, sir.
The next speaker is Mayor Austin Phillips
fromthe Gty of Springville to speak on
the Big Canoe Creek Nature Preserve, 4b
Page 3. 4b Page 3.

MAYOR PHI LLIPS: | appreciate the
opportunity to speak to this body. |
just wanted to cone on behalf of the Gty

of Springville and express our desire,
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our interest in seeing this 72 and a half
acres to be nomnated to Forever WId.
This woul d obviously be in addition to
our existing Big Canoe Creek Nature
Preserve.

| woul d encourage each of you to
cone out and visit and see the things
t hat have been done on that property.
The city has invested in not only trails
and ongoing |l earning opportunities. W
spent the tine and the noney to put
positions in place to help with the
education, the outdoor education, so nuch
so that we've actually created a --
M. Doug Morrison is in the mx of
creating an outdoor nature preserve, an
out door education center in Springville,
downt own Springville where kids can cone.
They can do additional field trips. They
can tal k about sone of the things they
may see out in the nature preserve. Qur
community has bought in to what this is.
The i nvestnment of a community our size
wi th a budget, annual budget of sonewhere

around $8 mllion, but since 2023 we have
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spent upwards of a mllion dollars to try
to ensure we can operate effectively,

mai ntai n and i nprove on the things we've
been bl essed with.

So the Gty of Springville has
bought in to what's going on here. W're
bought in to the education. W' re bought
in to the conservation. W're a rural
community and we renenber where the roots
are, so we |look forward to being able to
expand and give ourselves a greater
buf fer around what we have already built
on and then maybe be able to expand it on
fromthere.

So we would really appreciate the
nom nation of this additional 72 and a
hal f acres. It would nove that facility
| eaps and bounds and give us sone
out standi ng opportunities as we go
f orward.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Any questions?
Thank you, WMayor.

The next speaker is Steven Brewer
on the Coon Gulf Flat Rock. That's at
Tab 4b Page 5. 4b Page 5.
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MR. BREWER  Good norning. |
want to begin by telling a little story
about how | cane across this particular
tract.

My son and | back in the early
2020s were going to a place called
Wheel er Cave which is currently part of
Forever WIld, | believe, and we were
goi ng down there just to explore the
cave. |'ma caver, so that's ny
interest. M son is also a caver as well
and we went down to Wheel er Cave and
after we got done looking at it, we
t hought well, let's go upstreama little
ways and check sone Lidar reads. |'m not
going to go into the explanation of what
Li dar reads are, but basically it's an
i ndi cation of what m ght be a cave.

So we went upstream There were
not any "No Trespassing" signs and we
found the cave that we expl ored and
surveyed, created a map of and it's over
800 feet long, and we naned it after ny
son. We called it Barefoot John because

he took his boots off. He didn't want to
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get his boots wet.

So anyway, this cave is
spectacular. |It's got roons and passages
as large as this roomthat we're neeting
in, a big stream passage, just an
absol utely beautiful cavern. Then we
went further upstream and found anot her
very nice streamcave as well.

The particular tract that |
nom nated originally was just Section 26
which is further south of the Section 6.
And | guess when they contacted the
| andowner which is Garner Properties,
they determ ned that they were al so
wlling to sell the other tract which is
to the northeast of Section 26 and then
sonewhere along the way, there's also a
tract to the north that is called King's
Bend Addi ti on.

|''m speaking primarily for the
Fl at Rock Creek Addition because that's
the one that |I've been to and |I'm
famliar with it. It's a very rugged
gorge, spectacular views. As | said,

there's sone really nice caverns there,
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potentially sone threatened or endangered
speci es, wonderful hunting land. Like |
said, it's rugged. |'ve hiked fromthe
top down and it's quite a hike, but it's
absolutely beautiful. It's got streans
in the mddle of it that whitewater
kayakers and people like that like to
run. It's got a lot of springs. Just a
really beautiful gorge in there.

It al so adjoins the current Coon
@Qlf WIldlife Managenent Area which | was
told that was a maj or plus because as far
as managenent taking care of it, it's
al ready going to be connected to an
existing Forever WIld property.

| think that that's all that |
have to say. Questions?

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Any questions?
| was at Coon Gulf yesterday. It's a
beauti ful place.

MR BREWER It is. | love it.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker is Dave MIton
on the Doss Mountain Tract. That's at

Tab 4b Page 9. 4b Page 9.
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MR MLTON:. | talk loud, so I'm
just going to stay down here if y'all can
see this. |I'mDave MIton with
Sout heastern Land Group in Tall apoosa
County fromthe Auburn area originally.

The genesis of this potenti al
project was with our folks and | sat down
a few years ago and tal ked about kind of
a void in the east central part of the
state. There's so many places |ike
Auburn and Lake Martin where |I'mfrom
and so | kind of went on the hunt ne
being a | and broker |ooking for a | arge
par cel .

| do a lot of work with
Institutional tinberland owers. They're
really hard to find. So after a couple
of years, a conpany | worked with had a
7,100 -- there's a couple of
di screpancies in the tax map. The A S
property has never been surveyed. It was
part of a 15,000-acre historic plantation
north of Canp Hll, Al abama, the Pearson
Pl antati on when | was young and then it

went into institutional holdings and this
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IS the biggest part of it. A very

I nteresting feature. But you can see
here this kind of a void, relatively
close to the Georgia line. | think it
woul d be a really really good
opportunity.

Zoomng inalittle closer, you
can see as the crowflies that it borders
to the south and Auburn University
Research Station just south of Canp Hill
on Hi ghway 50 and from that southernnost
sout heastern corner as the crow flies is
the Auburn city limts and the Gold Hil
Area North Auburn. It's ten mles. From
t he sout hwestern corner to the
easternnost part of Lake Martin the
closest is five mles.

Very, very unique opportunity. A
grow ng part of the state, boom ng part
of the state and the state can really
need sone public use | and.

Zooming inalittle closer, we
get into -- you can see that the lighter
shades are areas that the tinber conpany

Is cutting. The property is actually
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owned by the State of Hawaii Retirenent
Systens and managed by Manulife that | do
busi ness with and there's significant

ti mber assets.

| have asked the nmanagers if they
woul d be open to potential tinber
reserves in the future to maybe bri dge
the gap if that was necessary. About
3900 acres of pine plantations. That's a
little less without their -- This is a
couple of nonths old. They are cutting
sone pine tinbers and softening the
nount ai n.

1,700 acres in the process of
bei ng repl anted or have been repl ant ed
recently. There's sone really beautiful
big wide hydric soil areas, |arge creeks,
a lot of the headwaters of Chattasofka
Creek that flows to the Sandy Creek. A
| ot of the water that flows to Lake
Martin cones fromthis Doss Mountain
area. Beautiful water.

And then Doss Mountain itself.
You can see the tighter topo |lines here

to the east woul d be Doss Munt ai n.
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There's an old road up at the top. It
was a tower at one tinme. The tower stood
over a thousand feet. It's conme down the
nmountai n. The nountain is about 970
sonething feet. It needs the tower put
back over a thousand feet so that we can
get it back like it used to be.

It's a fantastic property, gently
rolling and then this nountain just rises
up. It looks like the nountain bel ongs
In the Tal |l adega National Forest quite
frankly.

The last one is a picture. A
pi cture speaks a thousand words and this
IS -- I'msitting on the Piednont Plain
here whi ch was probably cotton | and years
ago and then it went into pasture |and
and then tinberland. And you can see
Doss Mountain just rises up out of this
plain. It's really very stunning.

Ext ensi ve road systemto the property,
public access to the east and the west,
but not too nuch open access which is
great. Mst of the old county roads have

been shut down, been well managed by a
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hunting cl ub.

Chris Qoerhol ster has been out
there, spent a bunch of tine, got really
Interested in the project. He couldn't
be here today. He actually had to travel
to South Africa to see sone famly, but
he wanted ne to present on his behalf
like I did at the |ast neeting. But he
not ed extensive cane breaks, giant cane.
When you rise up on Doss Mountain itself,
unusual geol ogy |i ke short |eaf pine,
Virginia pine, things that you would find
again like in the Tall adega Nati onal
Forest and his organi zation, Southeastern
G assl ands, supports the projects.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Any questions?
Thank you, Dave. | think that M. Qates
owns the sout hernnost 1,000-foot peak in
the State of Al abanma.

MR MLTON:. | don't know if this
Is south or north of that. [It's close.

MR. QATES: W're not going to

let it get any taller.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: That was just a

] oke.
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Qur next speaker is Ben Wit aker
on the Col bert County Tract and it's at
Tab 4b Page 23, Riverton Community
Hunti ng Addition. Tab 4b Page 23. 4b
Page 23.

MR. VWH TAKER: Good nor ni ng.
Thank you. Good to speak to everyone
this norning. | was very sad to hear the
news about Dr. Saloom | actually net
himfor the first time on his property at
a continuing ed event where we were
catching mnnows in nets in his creeks,
and so | have a |lot of good nenories
t here.

My nane is Ben Whitaker. | work
at Regions Bank. |'mhere to present to
the Board this norning a property in
Col bert County, 146 and a hal f acres.
It's owned by W Land Enterprises,
limted partnership. There are two
general partners. Regions Bank is one of
the general partners and then the famly
Is the other general partner, but it's
held in one entity.

This 146 acres adjoins an
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existing State property, so it's -- |
think that it's known as the Happy Hol | ow
Addition and the property that I'm
nom nating this norning has about a
quarter mle of shared property line on
the west side of the existing State | and.
It overl ooks Bear Creek. It's a
beauti ful m xed natural hardwood stand.
In the wintertine, you can | ook over Bear
Creek and |l ook into M ssissippi and | ook
i nto Tennessee and it's very scenic. It
joins the existing State land |like | said
and | think that it would be a good
addition for the State to consider.

MR. BLANKENSHI P.: Any questions?
Thank you, sir.

The next speaker is Bradley
Harvey on the Inland Lakes North Tract,
Tab 3b Page 8. 3b Page 8.

MR. HARVEY: Good norning,
everybody. |'m Bradley Harvey. [|'m
Chai rman of the Blount County Comm ssion.
"' m happy to be here today. W were kind
of brought in late to this project, but

" m beyond excit ed.
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If you're famliar with the area,
it'"s just a fewmles north of the North
Bi rm ngham Belt Line that's com ng
t hrough that's taken 50, 60 years to
build, but it's still going. [It's still
novi ng.

We see Bl ount County as Shel by
County four years ago. W know the
gromh is comng. W're still sonmewhat a
rural county, but we have all these
natural features we would like to
preserve for further generations, and
this particular property -- and | don't
know what map y' all have, but this is
contiguous to the Central Al abama
Wat er wor ks Wt ershed area which they have
about 1800 acres on a 1500-acre | ake, and
this would be a very large tract with
3800 acres being proposed for
acqui sition, but put all together, this
woul d preserve that watershed area which
Is Central Al abama Waterworks fresh
drinking water reservoir. It's also the
Bl ackburn Fork wat ershed which flows into

t he Locust Fork which is the second
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| ongest free-flowing river in A abama
flowng into Warrior and that is all in
Bl ount County.

So this project would open up the
doors for a broad spectrum of recreation.
There's current hunting on this property
ri ght now, but opening it up to the
public would be a vital resource for the
| ocal hunters. | think that the next few
tracts are either Tall adega or over in
Bankhead, but this -- Blount County has
ki nd of adopted a tourism approach where
we're in between Huntsville and
Bi r m ngham and both of those
muni ci palities are growi ng and we want to
be that weekend destination, we can get
away for everybody that's noving to the
cities and we cannot think of a better
| ocation to have this tract to help with
bri ngi ng people to those areas, but also
preserving what we have. | think that
it's just vital for us. |It's vital for
the State, vital for the region.

If y'all have any questions. |

don't have a |lot of the technical
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answers. M. Northcutt wll have a few
of those, but at |east fromthe
governnental approach, 1'd love to
entertain any questions.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Any questions?
No questions. | just want to take the
opportunity to publicly thank you for
your partnership at R ckwood Cavern State
Park. Built a new road up there that
your crew built for us and worked to
provide that access to the interstate
I nterchange right there on H ghway 31.
That's been a great project and a great
partnership and | | ook forward to nore
opportunities to partner with Bl ount
County on our State Park as our goal as
di scussed and turn that cave park into a
wonderful State park that has a cave, a
| ot of opportunities to do other things
there, so thank you very nmuch for your
part nership.

MR. HARVEY: Thank y'all.

MR. CHI LDERS: CQuestion. There's
a parcel here adjacent to that parcel

that we were tal king about, Inland Lake,
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that's in red. Wat nomnation is that?

M5. McCURDY: | believe what
you're seeing, this is a tract that the
Wldlife Freshwater Fisheries Division
has offered to -- 20 percent of val ue
using their Pittman-Robertson funds, so
about 20 percent of their grant funds
that would be titled to the WIldlife and
Freshwat er Fisheries Division at DCNR and
then the 80 percent is the necessary
State match that you have to have for
t hat Federal program So what you're
seeing is the split map. It would all be
managed as one by the wldlife division,
Director Lews' division, but we show you
what acreage would be titled to Forever
WIld and then what acreage woul d be
titled to Wldlife. 1It's called a split
map for that grant. So that's what
you're seeing, but it would all be DCNR
and Forever WIld ownership.

MR. CHI LDERS: That tract that is
I n nomnation, it has not been bought
yet, what's the nane of it?

M5. McCURDY: It's all one. The
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red outline is the entire nom nation.
Al you're seeing in different colors
woul d be the end results split map of the
DCNR/ Forever W1 d adj acent ownership.

MR. CH LDERS: So |'m | ooking at
red, green and cl ear.

M5. McCURDY: Wiat is not red or
green is not part of the nom nation and
not owned by the Departnent.

MR. CH LDERS: Red and green are
part of the nom nation.

M5. McCURDY: All one, yes, sir.

MR. HARVEY: There are two ot her
tracts that are under Georgi a Al abama
Land Trust that are contiguous to this
property that fill in sonme of these
squares. It's around 120 acres.

It's slowy growing. | think that it's a
big thing. Thank y'all.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker is Steve
Nort hcutt on that sane tract.

Good norni ng, Steve.

MR. NORTHCUTT: Good norni ng,
ever ybody.
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MR. BLANKENSHI P: Good to see
you.

MR. NORTHCUTT: Good to see you
at Turkey Creek. So The Nature
Conservancy's role in this property
started a few years back.

The tinber investnent managenent
organi zati on that either owns or manages
this Inland Lake Tract did sonme work with
our Virginia chapter, so that's how we
became famliar with this property. They
of fered other properties to The Nature
Conservancy to consi der and when we saw
this, it was a perfect conplinent to the
wor k over the years of HC services tried
to do wth freshwater systens and
especially protecting drinking water
sources for the City of Birm nghamwth
Cahaba Ri ver being one to work for us.

So what we did was we ordered an
apprai sal of their entire ownership of
this site which is about 4400 acres, but
when we went to | ook at the property wth
sone of the staff fromWIdlife and

Freshwat er Fisheries, they took a | ook at
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the property and they kind of whittled it
dowmn to -- | think that it's 3862 acres
that's a nore cohesive nmanagenent and
appropriate size.

So the conpany is willing to cut
out that particular piece of the property
and not sell the rest of it, so that's
what's being offered.

You're right to see that it's
shown as different portions because of
t he 20 percent of the Pittnman- Robertson
funds that Wldlife and Freshwat er
Fisheries is wlling to contribute to
t his.

The Conmm ssi oner brought out a
| ot of points that | would normally bring
up. You know, you can drive to this
property fromnmny house in 52 mnutes. |
live in Homewood. There's not a | ot of
hunting areas in this part of the state,
so you woul d have the hunting. You could
do nmountain bike riding. There's fishing
at Inland Lake that's avail able to the
public. It's a nice intact hardwood

m xed pine forest, has a good road
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system so it's excellent for nature
phot ogr aphy, for hiking, a |ot of
recreational opportunities. And | don't
think that |'ve ever seen the opportunity
for the Forever WIld Board to acquire
property that did such watershed
protection for the major drinking source
of a netropolitan city like this, so you
get the recreational conponents. You get
the drinking water. And over the years,

t here has been efforts to take part of

t he wat ershed of drinking water sources
for Bi rm ngham and develop it, so | think
that this is a rare opportunity to do two
things that are very inportant and |'m
gl ad that we see the support of the

county and | hope that Forever Wld w |

consider today a notion to do -- They've
done a first appraisal. Hopefully
they'|| do a second appraisal and vote to
close. [I'll be glad to answer any

guesti ons.

MR. CONLON: Are there any
residential properties now on Inland

Lake?
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MR. NORTHCUTT: There are a few
farms there, but it's nostly rural. And
Il wll nention that -- he Conmm ssi oner
said that there was an inhol ding that
we're actually | ooking at acquiring and
Ben from Regi ons has a tract that we've
| ooked at and we're looking at trying to
-- It's always nice to be able to take a
property that is managed and owned by the
State and take out inholdings, so we're
prepared to | ook at acquiring sone of
t hose i nhol di ngs.

But it's nostly rural farns and
just recreational property.

MR. CONLON: Are there easenents

to those farnms through this property?

MR, NORTHCUTT: | don't know the
details of that.

MR. HARVEY: | can answer that.
This project was -- Inland Lake itself

was a Wertz (phonetic) project back in

the 1930s. It was eninent donmain. They
tried to do it back during the Roosevelt
years. And the housing that was there at

the tinme entered into a 99-year | ease
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which will eventually revert to Central
Al abama Waterworks and that is all of the
housing that is currently around the | ake
itself. | don't know how many
properties, but those are all on a
99-year lease that wll revert to Central
Al abama Waterworks that | think are
pretty much on the outside of this
proposed tract. It will not be part of
it.

The county does have a road
call ed Seven-M | e Road that goes through
the majority of this. It goes through a
hunting canp right now that's being
| eased fromit and then there is Boat
Landi ng Road which is on the north tract.
It's a paved road. W try to keep it
paved because of the access for the water
and for the fishing and everything.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you, sir.
The next tract is the Forks in the River
Tract. Alyssa Prater is the speaker.
Tab 4b Page 17. 4b Page 17.

M5. PRATER Good norning. |I'm
Alyssa Prater. |I'mwth the Nature
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Conservancy. | appreciate the
opportunity to speak on the Forks of the
Ri ver Tract which has al ready been

scor ed.

This is a 62-acre tract,
beautiful, forested wetlands in Baldw n
County, Alabama. |It's an inholding and
State land. It's surrounded on the
nort heast and south by the Upper Delta
Wl dlife Managenent Area and bordered on
the west by the Al abama River.

Currently the legal access is
only by water. This property is |ocated
in the Mobil e-Tensaw Delta which is now
wdely referred to as Anerica's Amazon,
an area of rich diversity and high
conservation val ue.

Last year Cooper Marine &

Ti mber| and reached out to us about sone
tracts in the area that they wanted to
see in conservation. W saw that one of
the tracts, Forks of the River, was an

i nholding in State land, so along with a
| arge tract that we acquired to add to

one of our preserves, we acquired Forks
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of the River in the hopes that Forever
WIld would be able to add it to the
surroundi ng WA

By acquiring this tract, Forever
WIld would gain half a mle of river
frontage and consolidate the ownership
and managenent of this protected area.

TNC has a history of working with
Forever WIld to hel p conserve properties
t hat becone State |l and and we are
dedi cated to conservation where it's
happening in the Delta.

As you can see in your packet, we
are offering this property at a
di scounted price of $50,000. Protecting
this tract contributes to the work being
done to create a network of conserved
| and for gain, native species and
mgratory species in the Delta.

So in conclusion, we are
requesting that the Board nove forward
wth the first appraisal.

Any questions?

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  No questi ons.
Thank you.
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M5. PRATER  Thank you.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  The next
speaker is Jonathan Goode on the Little
Ri ver - East Fork Addition, Page 9 Tab 3b.
Tab 3b Page 9.

MR. GOODE: Good norning. Thank
y'all for the opportunity to speak to
you. M nane is Jonathan Goode. |I'm
wi th Farm and Forest Brokers. |'mhere
with Austin Ainsworth and we represent
the sellers in this transaction.

W' re asking that the Board would
nove forward with a second apprai sal and
nove to purchase on this property. W
were real close at the last neeting to
noving forward with the purchase of this
property. And just before your notebooks
canme out, | believe that there were sone

concerns with State Lands that the

Departnent had. | think that Ms. MCurdy
s going to speak to that, but
essentially we are -- ny understanding is
that the sellers are willing to work
together to find a solution to -- The

public road access, County Road 663,
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st ops about 1400 feet before it hits this
property, so it's never been a problem
and it won't be a probl em when sone
private individual owms it. W' ve just
got to figure out a solution for the
public to get there.

So like | say, this all recently
cane up. | went and net with the
Cher okee County Road Departnent yesterday
to see what their solutions are. |
believe that the sellers have put forth
the idea of potentially building a road.
It has county road access on two roads
that we've |ooked at. | went and wal ked
yesterday in a thunderstormover there
trying to see where a potential road
could go in to create an access, so the
sellers want to find a way to solve this
and make sure that it works, but for
Forever WId this will not be an issue if
a private individual purchases the
property, so we just really need to know
I f Forever WIld wants to acquire the
property. And so what we're asking for

Is a nomnation for a second apprai sal
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contingent on satisfactory access to
y'all. And so when we had the first

nom nation on this property, the property
was -- it's under two conservation
easenents. You nmade the first nom nation
for appraisal at Ms. McCurdy's request
subject to approval fromthe conservation
easenent holders. W got that worked out
and now we're here, and so we're asking
to take the next step forward so that we
can work through the access. But there
s no inpetus for the sellers to try to
solve it for a private individual because
it's not a problem It's only a problem
for public access.

So that's what we're asking for
today, if you'll please consider to nove
forward with the second apprai sal and
pur chase.

M5. MCURDY: | don't have nuch
to add. You did a great job. You do
have two nenos, Tab 5c, and then in your
green folder 5k. But it does boil down
to a situation where again, we -- as

staff would have as any | andowner woul d
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have access. For managenent purposes
that is not a problem It is just having
the public -- going a step further,
ensuring public access in that situation.
So the road where it stops, if
you cross a couple nore | andowners, there
has been di scussion, | think, about the
possibility of speaking with them but
not for a while. But Jonathan m ght
speak with them about the possibility of
ei ther nomnating their parcel or
granting a formal easenent across the
property, so | think -- And we're willing
to continue |ooking at whether it's
t hrough that solution or a road
construction so that we woul d have that
access which can be handl ed by notions
Wi th contingencies, but as Jonat han said,
as a landowner in the private market,
this really would not be a concern and
taki ng additional steps of spendi ng noney
for them prior to understanding the
Board's desire to nove toward a purchase.
That's kind of where we are and where

they are. So we can discuss nore in the
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general discussion session of the agenda,
but that's kind of where we are on this
one.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Any questions?
Thank you.

The next speaker is Sam Tate on
the Lake Lurleen, Tab 4b Page 13. |
think that he's al so going to speak about
anot her recent nom nation fromwhat |
understand. You won't have that in your
packet. Go ahead on Lake Lurleen to
begin with on Tab 4b.

MR. TATE: Good norning. M nane
Is Sam Tate. |'man agent with True
South Properties out of Opelika, Al abama.
And on behalf of the Giffith Famly
Foundation, | bring to you deeded acreage
of 162 acres that is adjacent to the Lake
Lurleen State Park in Tuscal oosa County.
This is roughly 14 mles northwest of the
University of Alabama. It woul d expand
the footprint of the State Park expandi ng
the trails, wldlife and hunting and
future tinber revenue. This would be

accessed fromthe State Park entrance.
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Any questions?

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Any questions?
Just for the Board's information, you'l
notice that there was an Item 5l in your
green folder that renoved the northwest
portion of the nom nations that were 255
acres to 162 acres. That was the
di fference between your original packet
and the 162.

MR. TATE: There were access
| ssues on the other tract.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you, sir.
Qur | ast speaker that | have a green slip
for is going to be Matthew Capps, State
Parks director. |Is there anybody el se
that wanted to speak that didn't get a
chance to fill out a green slip or a slip
that cane in a little bit late that
wanted to speak?

Al right. | don't see any
hands. Matthew, you're going to wap
this up. Matthew is going to speak on --
There are nultiple nom nations that go
wth State Parks -- Tab 3b Page 9, 4b
Page 19 and 4b Page 15. (Go ahead.
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MR CAPPS: [|'msorry for -- |
feel like I'"'mbeing alittle bit of a
preacher telling you to flip to nultiple
pages, but the first one that I'll talk
to is the Lake Lurleen project which is
on Tab 4b Page 13. The | ast speaker | ust
spoke about it.

It's 162 acres. It is right
adj acent to Lake Lurleen State Park. W
at Al abama State Parks | ook at Lake
Lurleen State Park as an entry point to
all that Al abama has to offer. So being
so close to the university, it allows all
of the students that go to Tuscal oosa to
visit Lake Lurleen and then hopefully
build a good nenory around that State
Park visit and then ultimtely when and
i f they | eave Tuscal oosa, they can go and
experi ence another State Park and have a
great nmenory there as well.

Just like the | ast speaker was
tal king about, it allows us to have
additional trails, additional access to
t he back side of the | ake.

And | will just point out that
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recently we did renovate Lake Lurl een
State Park with about a $14 mllion
project. It was fully renovated, so we
have nore RV sites there. W're | ooking
to build an activity center there, so
those are just sone avenues that we're
wor ki ng through on Lake Lurl een.

So since those inprovenents,
we've definitely seen an uptick in our
visitation and then we've al so partnered
very closely with Visit Tuscal oosa to
hel p pronote that park and we're seeing
t hat becone wildly successful right now
for us.

The next property that | wanted
to tal k about was Tab 3b Page 9 and
that's the Little River - East Fork
project. So this is part of DeSoto State
Park. It's adjacent to what we call
DeSoto. There's also a WWA that's right
there as well. This would allow us to
have nore trails, again, nore hunting
opportunities and it has two mles worth
of riverfront access, so we're really

excited about that property and we feel
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| i ke we could do a |ot of good things
wi th having that access to that tract.

And then the last one that |l
mention is the Pritchett Tract which is
on Tab 4b Page 19. This one is again
adj acent to Frank Jackson State Park. |t
woul d hel p us protect that watershed. It
woul d all ow us to do nore speci al
opportunity hunts at Frank Jackson and it
does give hone to protected crawfish. |
just want to nention that. But that is
about 156 acres.

So today if we're able to vote on
it, it would be over about 1,600 acres
that could go into the Alabama State
Par ks.

So I'll be happy to answer any
guestions or just say thank y'all.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Thank you,
Matthew. | appreciate you coni ng,
appreci ate the work that you're doing
with the State parks. Very good job.

G ad to see the additions and the
| nprovenents to the park.

| want to let M. Tate -- | cut
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M. Tate off before he had a chance to
speak on the Rattl esnake Bend. | got so
excited about the Lake Lurleen nom nation
that | ran right past it.

So M. Tate is back up to talk
about Rattl esnake Bend which is not one
that you have in your packet. [It's a new
nom nati on. Go ahead, sir.

MR. TATE: Sam Tate, True South
Properties, Opelika, Al abama. So the
Buchanan Ti nber Conpany is wanting to
bring this to you as a potenti al

nom nation of 1,410 acres |located in

Sunter County, Alabama. [It's on an
island. It's bottom|and hardwood. [t's
very unique. It has an access point by a

public ranp at the north bank. W feel
like this would be a great SOA for
Forever Wld. Potentially waterfow
mai nly, but also plenty of deer and
turkey hunting opportunity.

So with that, any questions?
It's just north of Denopolis.

MR BLANKENSHI P: | | ook forward

to seeing nore informati on about that at
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future neetings. Thank you, sir.

That's the |ast of our public
speakers. Nowit's time for us to go
I nto Executive Session to discuss tract
appr ai sal s.

By requl ati on, appraised val ues
are confidential during periods of
negotiation. Accordingly, in order to
di scuss tract appraisal values, the Board
will need to go into recess for an
Executive Session.

Is there a notion for the Board
now to recess to attend an Executive
Sessi on?

MR. CONLON:  So noved.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: M. Conl on
noves. |s there a second?

DR. McCLI NTOCK:  Second.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Second by
Dr. Mcdintock. As | say your nane,
state your position on whether to recess
for an Executive Session.

Chris Bl ankenship is yes.

M. Childers?

MR. CHI LDERS: Yes.
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MR. BLANKENSHI P: M. Conl on?
MR. CONLON:  Yes.
MR, BLANKENSHI P:. M. Harper?
MR HARPER  Yes.
MR. BLANKENSHI P: M. Harris?
MR HARRIS. Yes.
MR. BLANKENSHI P. M's. Howel | ?
DR. HOWELL: Yes.
MR. BLANKENSHI P: Dr. Howell. |
apol ogize. M. Harris?
MR HARRIS: Yes.
MR. BLANKENSHI P: Dr. Keener?
DR. KEENER  Yes.
MR. BLANKENSHI P: Dr. Martin?
DR MARTIN:  Yes.
MR. BLANKENSHI P: Dr. MO intock?
DR. MCCLI NTOCK: Yes.
MR, BLANKENSHI P:. M. QCates?
MR. OATES: Yes.
MR. BLANKENSHI P: M. Parnell?
MR, PARNELL: Yes.
MR. BLANKENSHI P: Ms. Stanley?
MS. STANLEY: Yes.
MR. BLANKENSHI P: M. Tuggl e?
MR, TUGGLE: Yes.
Z ESQUIRE ozl o T
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MR, BLANKENSHI P:  Dr. Val entine?

DR, VALENTI NE:  Yes.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: That is
unani nrous. We are now in Executive
Session. It's 11:02. W hope to return
I n about 20 m nut es.

(Proceedings were in recess)

MR. BLANKENSHI P: W are back
from Executive Session. It's 11:28 and
we'll resunme our regular neeting agenda.

The next, Nunber 5, program
status report, M. MCurdy.

M5. McCURDY: Thank you,

Comm ssioner. And | apol ogize in
advance. |'ve got a lingering
respiratory infection, so if | break out
i nto cough, don't worry. | will recover
but | apol ogi ze in advance.

As usual, | would like to start
with a review of -- kind of an update on
where we are as to closings related to
notions that the Board has made in the
past for staff to work toward purchasing
properties, so | want to give you an

update. That's your Tab 2a.
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| did have a little bit of an
updat e that was provided, so the final
version is in your green folder, sort of
the yell ow col ored, 2a, but |I'm about to
run through it.

The Double Gak Tract is in
closing. That is Shel by County as well
as the Dugdown Corridor Phase Il Tract in
Cl eburne County and G aham Bayou in
Bal dwi n County. Taking into account
t hose properties and the required 15
percent transfer to the stewardship
account, all of that totals approximtely
$12 mllion and | eaving you what | call
an unencunbered cash bal ance, neani ng
that it's not currently commtted for
sonet hing, of just over $40 mllion.

If you | ook at Page 2, you wll
see the tracts that have closed this
fiscal year so far which wll end
Sept enber 30th and those include -- and
|'"'mgoing to al so give you -- Let nme run
down the ones that have cl osed and al so
| et you know the ones that have been

decl i ned.
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Beaver dam Swanp - Lowe Addition
cl osed. That was a donation tract.

Davi dson Creek Tract closed. Dugdown
Mountain Corridor the Phase | project

cl osed. Sipsey River Swanp - Kellytown
Addi tion was declined by the owner. Both
the Turkey Creek Nature Preserve - Bell
Addi tion and Red Hol | ow Road Addition as
t he Conm ssioner nentioned earlier are
formally closed and the West Fowl River
Tract cl osed.

Wth that so far this year for
the programin the fiscal year, we've
cl osed just over al nost 3500 acres that
al so provided cl ose to 1500-acre
addi tional |everaged acreage, so that is
the status of the properties that we have
been in the process of cl osing.

Any question on those?

Al right. Let's nove nowto Tab
2b. Tab 2b is where | give you a report
on where we are on stewardship
expenditures. You will see a bal ance, an
avai |l abl e bal ance to us of just over $1.5

mllion. W do have in the system our
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accounting systemto the State, an
additional about 1.2 mllion. As | said
before, this is the tine of year where a
lot is going on. W're still fine. W
have it all planned out with a
spreadsheet of everything that we need
for the rest of the fiscal year. So we
are in good shape, but we've been
utilizing that noney, so we appreciate
the ability to use it for our managenent
activities.

You will also see on Tab both 2b,
but then also | ooking at Tab 2c our usual
update fromthe State Treasurer as to the
stewardshi p fund, that asset.

| met with Treasurer Boozer about
two weeks, three weeks ago and tal ki ng
t hrough again the performance and their
managenent strategy and | believe that
dependi ng on how Novenber goes, he woul d
| ike to conme and give us another full
report as he's done in the past
di scussi ng their managenent strategy on
behal f of the Al abama Trust Fund and our
fund.
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Any questions on 2b or 2c?

Al right. If you'll keep
noving. Let's go to Tab 3a. This is the
portion of the neeting where both the
Board and the public -- | want to update
where we are as to appraisals. These are
tracts that had been on the short I|ist.
The Board has nmade a notion for a first
appraisal. | want to update you as to
apprai sals that we have in hand and a
coupl e of additional updates.

The apprai sals that we have --
staff has received and revi ewed incl ude
the Coon Gulf - Craze Bend Addition;
Cooper Branch Tract; DeSoto State Park -
Gakhi || Road Northeast Addition; Freedom
HIlls WWA - Heard Addition; Inland Lake
North Tract, Blount County; Little River
- East Fork Addition, Cherokee County;

Ri verton CHA - Wal ker Chapel Hol |l ow
Addition in Col bert County.

As a rough overvi ew bet ween
apprai sed val ue and necessary stewardship
transfers, that's about 18 mllion in

apprai sed properties.

22 ESQUIRE

800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o~ W N P

N D N D NDMNDN P PP PR, R R
aa A W N P O © 0 N O O A WO N+, O

FOREVER WILD TRUST BOARD MEETING
FOREVER WILD LAND TRUST BOARD MEETING

August 06, 2026
64

Two additional updates that you
previously nentioned for us to nove
forward with an appraisal on the Fort
Piece Tract. | nentioned in a prior
neeting that | was holding off on that
apprai sal because the agent on that tract
was actively discussing a potenti al
purchase with another private sector
buyer, and that sale did go through, so
that tract is no |onger available to the
Board, and so it wll be renoved, but |
did want to update everyone.

And then al so, we have the
Certain Tract - Sunset Cove Addition in
Madi son County. That's a tract that you
notioned for a first appraisal, but we
continue to be unable to get the deed and
addi tional information that we need from
the | andowner despite several attenpts,
and so | had sent a letter establishing
July 15th as a deadline for that
I nformati on which is necessary to
proceed. W have not received anything
to date, and so due to that |ack of

i nterest on behalf of the seller, we wll
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be renoving that one from our appraisal
nom nation list as well.

MS. STANLEY: Question,

M. Chair.

MR, BLANKENSHI P: Yes, ma'am

M5. STANLEY: Thank you. Just
before we renove it, how did that conme to
us? Didit cone fromthe seller? Wre
t hey not aware of what woul d be required
to nove through the sale?

M5. McCURDY: Well, it was a
public nom nation, but we did get our
standard willing seller letter fromthe
| andowner which states that basically
we're going to process, it wll be
di scussed at our neeting, it wll be
eval uated, et cetera, et cetera.

So they were aware. There's no
commtnent there, but they were aware of
our process. So | don't really have an
expl anation for why that one dropped off
with them

M5. STANLEY: Ckay. And when you
say "public nomnation," what does that

nmean?
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M5. McCURDY: It was not a
| andowner nomi nation. Under the
Constitutional anendnent, anyone can
nom nate a tract. You don't have to be
the | andowner which is why we are pretty
strict about our willing seller. Getting
executed and returned is our first step
bef ore we spend any tine on it.

So we did have that. And | don't
really know why there's not an interest.
That tract, also next to it is sone
ownership by the Land Trust of North
Al abama. | want to --

M5. STANLEY: | am a Board nenber
of the Land Trust of North Al abama and |
t hought that a contiguous property woul d
be a great thing. And if by public
nom nation you nean that the Land Trust
nom nated it --

M5. McCURDY: The Land Trust did
not nomnate it. | believe that we have
been in contact with the Land Trust to
see if possibly they had a rel ationship
and that has not -- they were not able to

get any real contact or discussion
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either. And we can leave it on if you'd
li ke to ook into that yourself.

M5. STANLEY: Thank you. | was
absent last tine, so thank you for
| eaving it on.

M5. McCURDY: W just haven't
been able to find a pathway to the
| andowners to nmake any progress. So
thank you. So we'll |eave that one on.

Any ot her questions on the
apprai sed nomnations list? | have 3a
and 3b.

Al right. | would nowlike to
go to -- skipalittle bit and go to Tab
5a as we normally do. | do have an
update. So that one is another yellow
meno in your green folder.

So this is the portion of the
neeti ng where | update you on various --
where we stand on various grants and
ot her | everagi ng opportunities, so | wll
run through those.

You're famliar from past
neetings with the progress and the

underlying U S. Forest Service grants on
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t he Dugdown Corridor Phase Il Tract
that's in closing.

Under our apprai sed nom nati ons,
again, Tab 3a, we have the Inland Lake
North Tract. This is the tract where the
Wldlife and Freshwater Fisheries
Division Director Lewis has offered to
partnership with the program using
Pi tt man- Robertson funds. This is one
that we di scussed earlier. That
contribution for them would be 20 percent
of grant funding. The renaining 80
percent of funding would be provided by
Forever WIld and satisfy the matching
funds that have to be there to be able to
utilize the Pittnman- Robertson Federal
f unds.

Al so, anot her apprai sed
nom nation as a | everagi ng opportunity is
t he Cooper Branch Tract. The | andowner
Is offering a ten percent val ue donation
for that tract neaning that they would
take a ten percent discount off of
apprai sed value if this property noves

forward and that work is of course in
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addition to the assistance that Shel by
County spoke on earlier.

Now | ooki ng at our short Iist
nom nation, Doss Mountain Tract is
anot her tract where Director Lew s has
offered to contribute a mllion dollars
of Pittman-Robertson funds towards an
ul ti mat e purchase.

Since that one is a short |ist,
obvi ously we haven't done the apprai sal
yet, so | can't exactly tell you what
percentage that would be. W would need
t he apprai sal done and at that point, we
could al so provide a split map. But they
are offering a mllion dollars of the
Pi t t man- Robert son fundi ng.

Those are our contributions and
| everagi ng and grant opportunities. |
did want to just nention that we continue
work at the Coosa WIdlife Managenent
Area Tract. W had partnered with the
Al abama Forestry Foundation on a grant
application, the National Fish and
Wl dlife Foundation under their |ongleaf

| andscape grant program and so we were
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able to get those funds and they will be
utilized 50/50 with Forever WIld
st ewar dshi p funds.

Wor ki ng on | ongl eaf restoration
and prescribed burning, that prescribed
bur ni ng shoul d cover about 1300 acres.

We are proceeding with that as we can.

We did have a little trouble with the bid
we offered, but | think that we're --
tinmber offer, but we're noving forward on
that one. |'mhappy to go into greater
detail if the Board has any questions.

We're al so continuing work on the
Bon Secour Wetlands Addition. That was a
nati onal coastal wetlands conservation
program grant that we received and we
were able to -- in addition to hel ping
Wi th acquisition, we were able to get

sone additional noney for prescribed

burning. W'IlIl be installing about a
mle and a quarter of trail, hiking trail
with that noney. It will also go to the

physi cal construction of the trail head
parking | ot access inprovenents, so we

conti nue work on that.
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And then we al so are conti nui ng
work on the Mbile-Tensaw Delta Bartram
and the Perdido R ver Canoe Trail
project, the one that we nentioned that's
provi ding additional water access. W
have paddling trail, canoeing wth
shelters, overnight opportunities. That
overall project that you heard ne talk
about, we're now about 80 percent
conpl ete between construction and
pl acenent of the structures and sone of
t he mai nt enance and repairs and upgrades
of sone existing shelters.

So that is kind of a status on
the various grant and | everagi ng
opportunities that are avail abl e.

And now if you woul d go backward
to Tab 4. We'll run through the short
| i st nom nati ons.

Sorry. |'mgetting nmy papers
straight just like y'all are.

kay. | wll run through the
short list tracts. As | always say when
| do this, I'"'mgoing to in the interest

of time try to just nove through each
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one. If you have a question, please stop
nme because | nmay not see you raise your
hand, so just speak up. These are the
properties that have been -- we received
awlling seller letter. W have scored
them according to the four Constitutional
categories of evaluation. The
nom nations then conpete within their
district, Northern, Central and Southern
District, totry to score in the top
three of at |east one of the four
Constitutional categories. They nay
score in the top three in nore than one,
but if they score in at | east one, they
may get on the short |ist.

It's aliving [ist as we get in
nom nati ons that m ght score higher.
Sonme that you may have seen last tine may
not be there this tinme, and so it's --
but 1"mgoing to run through those now
and pl ease do speak up if | mss a hand.

We have Bi g Canoe Creek - South
Addition, St. Cair County; Coon Qulf -
Fl at Creek Addition, Jackson County; Coon
@l f - King's Bend Addition, Jackson
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County; Doss Mountain Tract, Tall apoosa
County; Ceneva State Forest - Black Creek
Addi tion, 165 acres in Geneva County.

| wll pause on this one just for
a second and | can tell you that you have
a green folder Tab 5. 1'll tell you what
It says.

| mentioned in past neetings that
there was a potential that Wldlife and
Freshwat er Fi sheries Division and Al abama
Forestry Conmm ssion mght want to utilize
that parcel as part of a swap. You'll
see on the map that there's sone
ownership of the Forestry Conm ssion that
Is in with owership of DCNR acreage.

After some conversations and
another site visit and additional
conversations, Wldlife and AFC have
decided that they will work on their own
swap between thenselves to get the --
transfer the acreage necessary if that is
necessary, so that parcel is still
avai |l abl e on the short list, but now I
wll clarify.

If acquired, it would be titled
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and remain in Forever Wl d where you see
it on the map. So | just wanted to give
you that update that the swap wll be
wor ked out outside of Forever WIld now.
|'ve got that right, M. Cates? He's
noddi ng hi s head.

Movi ng on, Lake Lurleen State
Park - Lake Arnedra Road Additi on,

Tuscal oosa County. You do have in your
green folder 51. That has a revised nap.
The only thing that's revised is that the
nort hwest ern parcel has been renoved from
the nom nation, so 51 has the current

map.

Al so as an update -- This really
has no inpact, but there was a change in
t he underlying | andowner. W do have --
This all happened recently, but between
your packet and today, we have received a
wlling seller letter fromthat
| andowner, so we're in good shape on that
one, but | do want to provide you that
updat e.

Mobi | e- Tensaw Delta -

Chacal oochee Bay Addition; Mobile-Tensaw
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Delta - Forks of the River Addition;
Pritchett Tract - Poley Creek Addition;
Red Hills - Beaver Creek Headwaters
Addition; R verton CHA -- that stands for
Community Hunting Area -- Happy Hol | ow
Addi tion; Weks Bay Reserve - Holley 2026
Addition and Yates Lake WVA - Tucker Road
Addition. And that concludes the |ist of
properties that are currently on the
short 1|ist.

Comm ssioner, | think that we're
ready to nove into general discussion if
there are no other questions. And this
woul d be the tine that if there are any
notions to be nade or any questions,
what ever you have, whatever you want to
bring forward. That's why we call it
general discussion, but you can nake
notions at this tine.

Turn it back to the Conm ssioner.

MR HARRIS: 1'd like to nmake a
notion --

MR. BLANKENSHI P: M. Harris?

MR HARRIS: -- that we nove

forward with the staff to proceed with
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cl osi ng whatever is necessary for the
Cooper Tract.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Cooper Branch?

MR HARRIS. Yes.

M5. McCURDY: Cooper Branch. |
woul d say that is a tract where we have a
10 percent | andowner donation, so a
notion by the Board if you'd like to take
advantage of that would be a notion for a
second apprai sal and proceed with
pur chase contingent upon the | andowner
contribution of the ten percent val ue
donation. |Is that what you --

MR HARRIS: Yes.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: |s there a
second to that?

MR. CONLON: |'Ill second that.

VR. BLANKENSHI P:  Seconded by
M. Conlon. Let nme see if | can nmake
sure that we all agree on that before we
do vote. It is a notion for a second
apprai sal and nove to purchase on the
Cooper Branch property contingent upon
t he | andowner donating ten percent of the

apprai sed value. Any questions on that?
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Al'l in favor please raise your
hand.

M5. McCURDY: El even. That
passes, Conm ssioner.

IVR. BLANKENSHI P:  Mbtion carries.

DR. KEENER: M. Conm ssi oner.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Dr. Keener.

DR. KEENER: 1'd like to make a
notion for a second appraisal and
purchase on the Inland Lake Tract.

DR. VALENTI NE: Second.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: This is another
one that had sone offer of matching
funds. Wbuld you like to nake your
noti on second appraisal and nove to
purchase on the Inland Lakes conti ngent
upon the Wldlife and Freshwater
Fi sheries Division providing 20 percent
of the purchase price?

DR. KEENER: | woul d.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: |s the seconder
okay with that anmendnent to the
nom nati on?

DR VALENTI NE: Yes.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: So the npotion
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Is for a second apprai sal and nove to
purchase on the Inland Lakes property
conti ngent upon the Wldlife and
Freshwat er Fisheries Division providing
20 percent of the appraised val ue.

Al those in favor please raise
your hand.

M5. McCURDY: | have ten,
Commi ssi oner, so that passes.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Mdtion carries.

MR HARRIS: | would |like to nake
a notion --

MR. BLANKENSHI P: M. Harris?

MR HARRIS: -- to nove forward

with whatever is necessary, second
apprai sal and cl osing of DeSoto - Qakhil
Nor t heast .

DR. McCLINTOCK: 1'Ill second
t hat .

VR. BLANKENSHI P:  Seconded by
Dr. Mdintock. So that is for a second
apprai sal and nove to purchase on the
DeSoto State Park - Qakhill Road
Nort heast Addition, 30 acres in DeKalb
County. Any questions on that?
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Al those in favor please raise
your hand.

M5. McCURDY: We have 11. WMath
Is hard. |I'mjust going to tell y'all.
| need ny grandson here.

DR. McCLI NTOCK:  Commi ssi oner .

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Dr. Md i ntock.

DR. McCLINTOCK: 1'd like to make
a notion for first appraisal of the Lake
Lurl een - Lake Arnedra Road Addition.

MR. HARRI S: Second.

MVR. BLANKENSHI P:  Seconded by
M. Harris for a first appraisal on the
Lake Lurleen State Park, 162 acres,
provi des nom nation. Any questions about
that? | just want to nmake sure that
everybody is clear on that change that
was made, that we're good with that first
appr ai sal .

Al those in favor please raise
your hand.

M5. McCURDY: El even,
Comm ssioner. That carries.

M5. STANLEY: M. Chairman.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Ms. Stanl ey.
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M5. STANLEY: | nove for the
second apprai sal and necessary actions to
purchase Riverton CHA - Happy Hol | ow
Addi tion, Col bert County.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  That one woul d
be apprai sal based on --

M5. STANLEY: Thank you. First
appraisal. Really | was | ooking at
Wal ker Chapel Hollow. Sorry. Let ne
nove -- | would |ike to nove for second
apprai sal and nove to purchase Riverton
CHA - Wl ker Chapel Hol |l ow Additi on.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Let ne catch up
W th you.

M5. STANLEY: It's the [ast one
on the apprai sed nom nati ons.

MR, BLANKENSHI P: Yes, ma'am

MR. TUGGELE: Second.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Seconded by
M. Tuggle. To nmake sure that |'mclear,
we're voting on the second apprai sal and
nove to purchase on the Riverton
Community Hunting Area - Wal ker Chapel
Hol | ow Addition in Col bert County, 40

acres.
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M5. STANLEY: Yes, sir.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Al those in
favor, please raise your hand.

M5. McCURDY: Twel ve,
Comm ssi oner.

M5. STANLEY: M. Chairman, now |
nove for the first appraisal of the
Ri verton CHA - Happy Hol | ow Additi on.

DR. HOWELL: Second.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Seconded by
Dr. Howell. Mbdtion by Ms. Stanley
seconded by Dr. Howell for first
apprai sal on the Riverton CHA - Happy
Hol | ow Addition. Any questions? First
apprai sal, yes, sir.

Al those in favor please raise
your hand.

M5. McCURDY: El even,
Comm ssi oner.

DR. MARTIN:. Comm ssioner, notion
for status of procedural second apprai sal
and closing of Little River - East Fork
Addi tion Tract contingent upon resolution
satisfactory to DCNR staff regardi ng any

necessary anmendnents to any conservation
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easenents or applicable tract acreage.

DR. VALENTI NE: Second.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Do you al so
want to add to that notion? Because |
think that we've gotten satisfactory
I nformati on on the easenents, but did you
want to add to that notion satisfactory
resolution for public access?

DR. MARTIN: Correct. Yes.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Dr. Val enti ne,
do you second that notion with the
amendnent ?

DR. VALENTI NE: Ch, yeah.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: So it is for a
second apprai sal and nove to purchase the
Little River - East Fork Addition in
Cher okee County contingent upon our State

Land Division and the Departnent being

confortable that there will be adequate
public access to the property. It's an
unusual notion. | want to nmake sure that

everybody understands what we're voting
on.
Al those in favor please raise

your hand.
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M5. McCURDY: El even.

MR. CHI LDERS: M. Chairman.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: M. Chil ders.

MR CHLDERS: |I'd |ike to nove
for second appraisal on the Coon GQulf -
Craze Bend Addition and purchase.

M5. STANLEY: Second,
Ms. Stanl ey.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Thank you,
Ms. Stanley. Al right. The notion is
for a second appraisal and nove to
purchase on the Coon Gulf - Craze Bend
Addition in Jackson County of 80 acres.
Motion by M. Childers and seconded by
Ms. Stanley. Any questions?

Al in favor please raise your
hand.

M5. McCURDY: El even.

DR. McCLI NTOCK: M. Chairnman.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Yes, sir,
M. Mdintock.

DR McCLINTOCK: |'d like to make
a notion for first appraisal for the
Mobi | e- Tensaw Delta - Forks of the River
Addi ti on.
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DR. KEENER: Second.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  There's been a
notion and a second, so we had
di scussion. | amfine to nove forward
with your notion if you'd like the
Forever WIld programto nove this through
the process, but | think that we've
i dentified some grant funding through the
Departnent that we can acquire this with
Depart nent funds, and not have to utilize
Forever WId funds if that suits you. |If
not, I'mfine to go forward with the --

DR. KEENER  That suits ne.

DR. McCLI NTOCK:  Agreed. Thank
you. | have another nom nati on.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Al right,

M. Mdintock.

DR. McCLI NTOCK:  First appraisal
on the Big Canoe Creek - South Addition.

DR. KEENER  Second.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: So the nption
is for a first appraisal on the Bi g Canoe
Creek - South Addition, 72 acres in
St. dair County, notion by
Dr. Mcdintock and seconded by
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Dr. Keener. Any questions?

Al those in favor please raise
t hei r hand.
McCURDY:  Ten.
BLANKENSHI P:  Motion carries.
TUGGLE: M. Chairnman.
BLANKENSHI P: M. Tuggl e.
TUGELE: 1'd |like to nmake a

23330

notion for first appraisal on the Doss
Mount ai n Tract.

MR. CHI LDERS: Second.

MR BLANKENSHI P:  Motion by
M. Tuggl e seconded by M. Childers for a
first appraisal on the Doss Muntain
Tract in Tallapoosa County.

Al those in favor please raise
your hand.

M5. McCURDY: El even,
Commi ssi oner .

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Mdtion carries.

DR. KEENER: M. Conmm ssi oner.

MR, BLANKENSHI P: Dr. Keener.

DR KEENER 1'd like to nmake a
notion for first appraisal on the

Pritchett Tract - Poley Creek Addition.
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DR. HOWELL: Second.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Mbtion by
Dr. Keener seconded by Dr. Howell for a
first appraisal on the Pritchett Tract -
Pol ey Creek Addition that's adjacent to
Frank Jackson State Park. Any questions?

Al those in favor please raise
your hand.

M5. McCURDY: Ten, Conm ssioner.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: All right. Any
ot her general discussion? Any other
noti ons?

MR CONLON: 1'd like to nake a
notion for a second apprai sal and proceed
to purchase for FreedomH |lls WA - Heard
Addi ti on.

DR. HOWELL: Second.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: M. Conl on nmade
the notion and Dr. Howell seconded the
notion for a second apprai sal and nove to
purchase on the FreedomH Ils WWA - Heard
Addition in Col bert County.

Al those in favor please raise
your hand.

M5. M CURDY: El even. Excuse ne,
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12. It was 11.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Al right.

DR. MARTIN. M. Chairnman, notion
for first appraisal on Red Hills - Beaver
Creek Headwaters Addition.

DR. HOWELL: Second.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Dr. Martin,
seconded by Dr. Howell for a first
appraisal on the Red Hlls - Beaver Creek
Headwat er s.

DR MARTIN  Correct.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: I n Monroe
County, 480 acres.

Al those in favor please raise
your hand.

M5. McCURDY: Twel ve,
Commi ssi oner .

M5. STANLEY: M. Chairman.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Ms. Stanl ey.

M5. STANLEY: Thank you. | nove
for first appraisal on Coon Gulf, Item 2,
Fl at Rock Creek Addition, Jackson County.

DR. HOWELL: Second.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: All right.

Moti on made by Ms. Stanl ey, seconded by
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Dr. Howell for a first appraisal on the
Coon Gulf - Flat Rock Creek Addition.
That is the 1,135 acres.

M5. STANLEY: Correct.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  There's two
Coon Cul fs.

Al those in favor please raise

your hand.
M5. McCURDY: Ten, Conm ssioner.
MR. BLANKENSHI P: | don't see any
other hands. | think that we're finished

with that. W can nove to the next item
Thank y'all for your -- This is alot to
keep up with. | appreciate everybody's
attention and follow ng that through.

M5. McCURDY: We'll nove into
m scel |l aneous itens. | know that we're
running long, so I'll try to guide us
t hrough as quickly as | can.

We'll|l start wth 5b. Each
neeting | let you know which tracts w |
be rolling off due to there's no nore
action or MBA count. This tine it was
the Coon Gulf - Craze Bend and Hoover

Branch. W had notions on those, so
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y'all give ne a mnute. I'mgoing to try
not to go through anything that is not
necessary.

I[f you wll |ook at Tab 5e in
your packet, the August neeting is
annually when we present to the Board
what we call activity reports. Now, we
haven't conpleted the fiscal year, so
they're not conplete, but we use this
neeting to try to give you sone
I nformati on on what staff has been
wor ki ng on.

It's very difficult to divide up
t hese reports because we're all working
together, but | do try to group themin
case a Board nenber has certain interest
nore so in one than the other. You can
kind of | ook at the ones that you want,
but | want to run through those super
quick. And | always hate it because |
know that what | do doesn't do justice to
how much work the staff puts in, but in
our -- what we call our |and stewardship
report, we focus in that one a lot on the

true | and managenent work, the
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enforcenent work, the public outreach
work that staff does and a lot of that is
performed by ny conservation enforcenent
officers who are really ny Sw ss Arny
kni fe of workers hel ping on a tractor one
m nute, working with [ocal |aw
enforcenent on a detail the next and then
hel ping the public with their questions
about tracts and fielding questions,
hel ping with our tinber eval uations and
ti nmber managenent.

And we -- just this year we
burned al nost 9, 000 acres for various
pur poses, various habitat purposes, sone
native grasses work, sone |ongl eaf
restoration, just hel ped on the property
and just general all types of managenent,
wildlife included. They also did a |ot
of cogongrass work. W struggle wth
that just as everybody el se does.
They're working on the feral hogs as
everybody else as well and they really --
their efforts also go to specific work on
the tracts to i nprove hunting, whether
it's planting food plots.
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Just this one example. | wll --
We talked a good bit in the nmeno about
our native grass restoration work. That
I's sonmething that we continue to focus on
and we' re expandi ng sone of that work in
the field trial area, so if anyone woul d
| i ke to conme out and | ook at that and see
what we're doing, you're certainly
wel cone and invited to do so.

And there's just a |lot of
general -- There's road mai ntenance
dependent tracts as you can inmagi ne,
access points, trail head work. So |
really -- Again, | would ask that you
ki nd of read through that neno. | really
can't cover any of the nenos in detail,
but | did want to point out a few things
and al so thank our other divisions,
Wldlife and Freshwater Fisheries and
State Parks, because that ground
managenent is often in conjunction with
them especially prescribed burning with
assi stance fromthem as needed.

You then have an activity report

that's called our recreational prograns
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report. This is where | just try to give
you alnost like a statistical overview of
what's goi ng on.

We're actively managi ng about 395
mles of trail. Once our work on the
Bartram and Perdi do R ver \Water Based
Trail systens is conplete, we'll be
addi ng al nost another 70 m | es.

The work that is done, it ranges
al so fromjust maintenance of overgrowth
and clearing. You have trees that fall.
You have crossings, whether it be a foot
bridge or a larger bridge that eventually
need replacenent. W have sone | ocal
partners that we work with on certain
tracts, but that's a lot of mles and a
| ot of area to cover for our group, so |
really wanted to thank them and al so
i dentify opportunities where actually the
| ocal governnent is doing the work.

One exanple is Cty of Dothan.

W tal ked about Shel by County assists us
a lot, but Dothan assists with their own
funds. Well, we provide sone stewardship

funds to hel p on an erosion issue, but
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they did all the work, all of the
physi cal worKk.

And then they just recently
opened -- you had previously approved a
smal | area of that park for a dog park
and they recently with their funds
repaired that area and opened that. W
had a ribbon cutting with dogs and gave
out dog cookies, so that was a fun one
for me, but | included just a couple of
pictures in that neno.

| give you two nenos that are
specific to both the field trial area and
t he Wehl e Conservation Center. Those are
two tracts with partial State Lands
Di vi si on acreage that we operated for
specific purposes. W talked a | ot about
the field trial area. Again, very quick
overvi ew.

So far this year, there have been
26 dog sporting events that have been
attended by nore than 3,000 dogs and then
we' ve had ei ght schedul ed physically
di sabl ed deer hunts that were attended by

16 hunters.
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We had 11 youth deer hunting
events that consisted of about 21 youth
hunters and they al so had parents with
themas well. W had ten youth duck
hunts and two youth dove hunts at the
field trial area.

We continue to have daily use
that ranges fromdog trainers conm ng and
wor ki ng their dogs on the property on a
daily basis. W've actually had -- and
' msure that we don't have an exact
count, but roughly we know of about 225
i ndi vi dual birders that have cone because
of the richness of the bird habitat
there. And so that's in addition to
being on the -- I"msorry. The nane
of -- the West Al abama Birding Trail.
There's a stop there and we al so have
Audobon that cones for specific tours on
occasi on.

So | give you sone additional
detail about the types of dog sporting
events at the field trials and the hunt
test. You can read that.

So al so, we al so al ways update
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you on the departnent's program where we
bring in the canpus conservation program
in partnership with the Wildlife and
Freshwater Fisheries Division. They
actively utilize our properties because
of sone of the facilities there including
sone limted dorm space and over ni ght
space for coll ege students.

You know, a lot of the college
prograns don't have acreage for the
field-based opportunities for students to
actually see what we do, see how we
manage | and and cone back and see the
results of the work.

We al so work with them on just
getting themfamliar wth hunting and
fishing. Most all of them have had that
backgr ound.

So again, you can |l ook at that
meno in detail. W are excited about
continuing to attract national events.
And the reason that we opened Bl ankenshi p
Event Center really is adding an aspect.
The groups that use us have trouble

sinply finding the acreage, but now t hey
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al so have facilities to go wth that.

Wehl e Land Conservation Center,
that's in Bullock County in M dway,

Al abama, not too far from Union Springs,
but a very rural area that |'ve been
excited how that continues to grow, the
nunmber of youth and adults that are
benefiting fromthe prograns on that
property, and you can read through that.
| will note that we are very excited
about grow ng nunbers.

W have a programthat's targeted
for basically fifth through eighth grade
and Auburn University, we work with them
and there's sone progranmm ng and they
hel p us get into -- they go into | ocal
school s for classroomand then get the
students to the Nature Center for again
sone outs and true build out in the woods
experi ence.

And so |'malso very excited to
to say that in January we're actually
going to have our first field trial
event, a dog event at Wehle. It wll

never quite accommodate all of the usages
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that we have for the field trial area,
but that club is very -- is using Union
Springs as nuch as they can to neet their
| ocal needs. Union Springs is -- really
Bul | ock County as a whole is very excited
about it and wanted to thank the Board
for being open to those type of
opportunities. It's not just the
attendance. They're buying all Kkinds of
t hi ngs, working with local fol ks that
sort of cater in the area, so we're very
excited about that.

| break out also the forest
managenent report. This details our
ti mber managenent activities sone of
which resulted in bid-out opportunities,
sone that were successful and under a
contract wth the Board, sone of which
received no bids. Again, |ike everyone
el se, every now and then the market is
not really working in our favor.

MR. HARPER: Ms. Patti, question
on no bids. Wuat is the protocol if you
receive no bids on a tinber sale? Is it

the next six nonths or y'all just play it
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by ear or have you got a protocol?

M5. McCURDY: Wat we do is go
back to try to talk to who we think m ght
have bid. Normally bids are fol ks that
we've worked with in the past to try to
under stand why there were no bids, and we
bid it out as soon as we believe that we
can get interest. So it's not a specific
nunber of nonths. |f you' ve had a bil
cl ose or one open back up or we found a
buyer that was like | was really busy, so
| didn't bid, | aminterested, but | was
too busy to bid, if you'll put it out
again, I'll bidonit.

So it's nore of a communication
protocol trying to figure out what
happened. That's pretty nuch it.

MR. HARPER  But it doesn't
happen often, does it, no bids?

M5. McCURDY: | won't say that
it's often, but it's gotten better. W
had a peri od where we were having
trouble. But again, in the nmarket and
dependi ng on where a harvest is

occurring. | mean, we suffer sonetines
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| i ke everybody el se does having trouble.
And I'Il be frank, too. Not everybody
wants to take the job fromthe State, so
you do really have to build a

rel ati onshi p.

MR. HARPER  Thank you.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: | do want to
poi nt out -- You nentioned about Whle
and seeing the dog trials. The success
that we've had at the Forever WId field
trial area and investnents that have been
made over at that facility in West
Al abama has really drawn a | ot of
attention and we're al nbst maxi ng out our
ability to do things there, and so the
overflow fromthat has easily transl ated
over to Wehl e where we have the
opportunity to do sonething simlar,
maybe not on the sane scale.

But I want to comrend our staff
and all of the work that this Board
supported to be done at the Forever WIld
field trial area because that has paid
great dividends for West Al abama al r eady.

Now it's going to al so pay dividends for
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Union Springs and the things in that
county that needs to take advantage of
the opportunities that they have in those
counties that do sone economc

devel opnent type things and the dog
trials and be able to use Wehle |ike

we' ve been able to use the Forever WId
field trial area in Wst Al abana.

"' mexcited about the future of
that and how we can really grow that, so
thank y'all for your support in the work.

M5. McCURDY: And Conm ssi oner,
there's a club that will be comng to
Wehl e that's actually based in Florida
and they already run events in the field
trial area, but they were really | ooking
for an additional option. This
particular type of field trial was a
conbi nati on of walk-ride field trial, a
little slower than sone others. So we
were able to accommobdate that. And the
club is really hoping to do nore there,
but this one will be a -- W'l see how
it goes, but | really do want to commend

staff. They are continually |ooking for
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opportunities to expand usage and that's
relationship building with these cl ubs.

So I'll have nore information on
that and sone ot her potential national
attention that we receive at our next
nmeet i ng.

| do want to ask you, though, if
you will look at Tab 5f. | noted that in
the activity report |I've kind of given
you an overview of the tinber nmanagenent
activities and efforts for the current
fiscal year.

We cone to the Board and want to
be sure that you have information
regardi ng where we're planning to go as
far as tinber managenent in the next
year. That is set forth in Tab 5f that
you received in your packet.

They' re grouped in the neno by
thinning activities and then by property
with a brief description of what and why.
Sonme of it is continuing activity. It's
underway or we m ght have sonet hi ng
that's under contract and the contract is

in the works, but wll really be
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occurring physically in the next fiscal
year .

So we have thinnings. W have
final harvest. W have sone
reforestation activities that we expect
to follow this year. Excuse ne, in the
next fiscal year, so we usually ask for a
pretty flexible notion fromthe Board.

As you know, managi ng | and, we don't

al ways know what to expect, but we do
|ike to bring forward the anti ci pated
activities and ask for the Board to give
us your support in the formof a notion
for what we have pl anned.

DR McCLINTOCK: Do you want ne
to read the notion?

M5. McCURDY: |If you'd like to
make a notion, that would be great.

DR. McCLINTOCK: | notion for the
Board to authorize the State Lands
Division to i nplenment a ten-year
appl i cabl e forest managenent activity for
t he February 2027 fiscal year as
described in the nenorandum dated August
6, 2026.
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MR, TUGGELE: Second.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: | knew t hat
M. Tuggle would second that as a
forester. Mdtion by Dr. Mdintock and
seconded by M. Tuggle to approve the
list of forest activities that are
i ncluded in this nmeno dated August 6.

All those in favor please say

aye.
(Aye)
MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Any opposed?
None opposed. Mbtion carries.

M5. McCURDY: Al right. If you
wi Il now | ook at your 5g neno. That's
actually a cover neno. It has attached
to it two managenent plans. As |
mentioned in the past, within a year of
cl osing an acquisition, we devel op a
managenent plan for the property.
Sonetinmes we are able to include
a recently closed tract into an existing
pl an because it's either directly
adj acent or very closeby and it nmakes
sense to nmanage it cohesively as one

tract.

2 ESQUIRE

DEPOSITION SOLUTIONS

800.211.DEPO (3376)

EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o~ W N P

N D N D NDMNDN P PP PR, R R
aa A W N P O © 0 N O O A WO N+, O

FOREVER WILD TRUST BOARD MEETING
FOREVER WILD LAND TRUST BOARD MEETING

August 06, 2026
104

So at this neeting, the two
managenent plan actions that | brought
forward include the West Bow Ri ver Tract
i n Mobile County being added to the
exi sting Grand Bay Savanna Forever WIld
Conpl ex managenent plan and then, you
know, the recent closing of the Dugdown
Mountain Phase | Tract really created a
need for just a new managenent plan, and
so | wanted to -- and there nay be sone
addi tional work through the U S. Forest
Service that would occur on these tracts,

- we'll work

but this managenent plan is
with that and the forest tract.

So if the Board is okay with
t hese actions, | would need a notion. |
provided a notion for you if you'd |ike
to make it.

MR, BLANKENSHI P: M. Qates.

MR. OATES: | notion for the
Board to approve adoption of the Dugdown
Mount ai n Corridor managenent plan and
I ncl usion of the West Fowl River Tract
into the existing G and Bay Savanna

Forever W1 d Conpl ex managenent plan as
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set forth in the nmenorandum dated August,
6, 2026.

MR. HARRI S: Second.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Seconded by
M. Harris.

Al those in favor please say,
"Aye. "

(Aye)

DR. HOWELL: Any opposed? None
opposed. Motion carries.

M5. McCURDY: Just a couple nore
itenms. If you will ook at Tab 5h in
your packet. 5h relates to a prior
request that we discussed a few neetings
back about a request fromthe Bon -- Let
me get their name right. Bon Secour
Vol unteer Fire Departnent. They were in
desperate need of finding sone acreage to
pl ace sone additional facilities in that
area and were having difficulty |ocating
it. We were able to work with them as we
di scussed in a prior neeting and suggest
a |l ocation.

In trying to find a solution, the

Board had asked ne to continue working
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W th them because we were all supportive

If we could nmake it work of working on a
transaction for them W were able. The
fire departnent paid as all do paying for
t he apprai sal work and survey costs that

were necessary to fully devel op the

pr oposal .

W will be able to do a
val ue-for-value |l and swap with them and
you' Il look at your map and find that you
can visually see what the swap woul d | ook
li ke.

So we'll do a val ue-for-val ue
nom nation as they had additional ground
wor k and survey work and professional --
their professionals on site. They needed
alittle bit nore acreage, and so it
really -- the really only way to
acconplish that was through a purchase,
and so we're proposing a conbination
val ue-for-value |Iand swap and the
vol unteer fire departnent purchasing
addi tional acreage that -- if you'll | ook
at Tab 5m the very |last one, you wl|

note that the appraised value for the
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purchase of the acreage at .57 acres was
$14, 000.

So if the Board is confortable with
the map that we provided wth the end
result transaction and are supportive of
movi ng forward so that the fire departnent
can add the facility, | would need a
notion, and | provided one for you. The
fire departnent wll pay the appraised
val ue of the land and are paying the
apprai sal and survey costs necessary to get
to the closing table.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: |Is there a notion
for 5h?

MR. PARNELL: I'Ill nake that notion

MR. TUGGELE: Second.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Mdtion is for the
Board to approve proceeding with closing
t he val ue-for-val ue swap and additi onal
acreage purchase for the Bon Secour
Vol unteer Fire Departnent at the Bon Secour
Ri ver Conpl ex as described in the neno
dat ed August 6 contingent upon the Fire
Depart nent payi ng the apprai sal cost and

the survey cost and the appraised val ue of
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Forever Wld, notion by M. Parnell and
seconded by M. Tuggl e.
Al those in favor say, "Aye."
(Aye)

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Any opposed? None
opposed.

Al right.

M5. McCURDY: They will be very
excited. They've been appreciative of the
State's willingness to work with them on
t hat .

Al right. Mving through your
packet, sone itens we've covered during the
course of the neeting, so | think that
really all | have left to nention -- |I'm
goi ng to doubl e check, but you also have in
your packet the standard quarterly update
on feral swine efforts. That is 5i.

Il will note that it sort of happens
that we now -- | have a two-year report on
the work and we're over 2,000 hogs, and so
It's continuing between staff and
contractor efforts and we're about to add
sone additional contractors, so that's

noving forward, but | wanted to |l et you
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know that was in your packet.

And Conmm ssioner, with that, give ne
one mnute, but | think that is all that I
have.

| do want to take just a second
because we did go through the activity
reports, and | would |Iike everybody on ny
State Lands staff, if you'll just -- if
you' re not already standing, stand up just
for a mnute.

And this is certainly not everybody,
but as you wll see, we have foresters and
bi ol ogi st s.

| also want to take just a second.
There's a trenendous admi ni strative burden
that goes along with that. A lot of that
I's borne by our legal section, so | do want
to give special thanks to our general
counsel and deputy Comm ssi oner Charl anna
Skaggs all on the staff and al so Deputy
General Counsel Jennifer Wber. They do a
| ot of work in helping us find solutions.
| want to thank them

Comm ssioner, | think that that's

all that | have.

22 ESQUIRE

800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o~ W N P

N D N D NDMNDN P PP PR, R R
aa A W N P O © 0 N O O A WO N+, O

FOREVER WILD TRUST BOARD MEETING
FOREVER WILD LAND TRUST BOARD MEETING

August 06, 2026

110

DR. McCLINTOCK: Do we have to
approve the m nutes?

MR. BLANKENSH P: W're fixing to do
that, yes, sir.

The mnutes are in your materials
that went out. Are there any corrections
or additions to the mnutes? If not, is
there a notion to approve the mnutes from
the May 7th neeting?

MR. OATES: So noved.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Is there a second?

SPEAKER:  Second.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Al those in favor

pl ease say, "Aye."

(Aye)
MR. BLANKENSHI P. The m nutes are
approved.
The next neeting wll be in Novenber

at the new Chewacla State Park, the new

event center at Chewacla. | hope that
you'll be as excited to neet there as we
were when we net in West Alabama. It's a

very simlar facility, used the plans from
the West Al abama facility to nmake that

addition at Chewacl a State Park. It would
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be nice if we had the road paved by them
|"'mnot sure if we will, but we're working

on that so that we can drive on snpoth

pavenent to get back there. |If not, there
wi || be snoboth pavenent shortly thereafter.
But with that, | wll take a notion

t o adj ourn.

MR. CONLON: So noved.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: All those in favor
for adjournnent please say, "Aye."

(Aye)

MVR. BLANKENSHI P: W are adj ourned.

Thank you.
(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 12:30 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABANA )

| hereby certify that the above
and foregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken down
by ne in stenotype and was reduced to
conputer print under ny supervision, and
that the foregoing represents a true and
correct transcript of the above
pr oceedi ngs.

| further certify that | am

nei t her of counsel nor of kin to the
parties to the action, nor am !l in anyw se

interested in the result of said cause.

vy N LE e/

/ s/ Nancy S. Hol Il and

Nancy S. Hol | and, Conm ssi oner
ACCR #185 - Expires 9/ 30/ 27
Not ary Conm ssi on Expires

2/ 12/ 27
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